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T he Court of Eaft-India Directors, having, perhaps 
induflrioufly, involved the aflairs of the Carnatic m 
oblcunty, by their voluminous Defence, the Author of the fol- 
lowing Work found himfelf obliged to deduce his accounts, 
from an early period of time. To extricate the fubjedl from 
difficulty, he has conncd:ed the controverhal part of the 
difeuffion, with an authentic and impartial narrative of the 
rnofi: important tranfadions, on the coaft of Coromandel. 
His arguments and reafomngs arc only fuch, as naturally 
refult from his fads ; and his fads are founded upon tlic 
mofl: incontrovertible evidence, to which the Reader is 
referred, at the bottom of every page. 

The Diredors, in the volumes of Original Papers, pub- 
liQied under their infpcdion, hate furmffied the Autlior, 
w ith authentic materials, fufficient to overfet entirely the 
fyflem, which they wifhed to defend. He has alfo availed 
Iiimfclf of the information of other papers of equal au- 
thority, which a Gentleman employed by the Crown, for 
fomc years, m a public capacity on the Coafl:, ivas pleafed 
to place in his hands. Private papers and documents, to- 
gether with written evidences of a private nature, wdiich 
unveil the fprings of many mcafures, have come into his 
pofieffion. But as his objed has been, to e.\pofe public 
2 injudice, 
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injuftice, and not to trace the delinquency of individuals, 
he has made no ufe of fuch information. Though fome 
may think or, at lead, allege, that public bodies, as well 
as public meafnres, are treated with a degree of feverity, 
in the following Volume, the Writer cannot be accufed of 
harflinefs to private characters. Should any of the adors, 
jn the fcene, which he has chofen to exhibit, complain of 
their parts, the Author of the piece ajdiires them and the 
Public, that much of the bufinefs is concealed, behind 
the curtain. 

The labour and toil, which attended the feledion of the 
materials, upon which this Volume is founded, employed 
a confiderable portion of time. The fads and authorities 
were weighed, with the mod fcrupulous attention to truth 
and impartial judice. The relation of tranfadions is fup- 
ported, every where, by a cloud of witnedes j and where 
the condud of the Company is mod blamed, the founda- 
tion of cenfure is placed, on their own records, as pub- 
lidied by their Diredors. In the printing, and even in the 
compoduon, of the Work, the diortnefs of the time al- 
lotted to both may have been produdive of errors. But 
as the arrangement has not been fubjed to that inconveni- 
ence, It IS to be hoped, the matter of fad is edablidied, 
beyond the reach of any jud reply. 

Without prefumption, we trud, it may be affirmed, that 
the fydera, which the Diredors endeavoured, with fo much 

labour 
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labour and cxpencc, to defend, has been completely ovci^ 
turned. That they have not only failed ‘‘ in reiuting any 
“ one of the heavy charges brought againfl: llicm,” in 
former publications relative to Tanjorc ; but that many 
other charges equally heavy arc eflabh/hed, on their own 
evidence. That it only remains for them to letncve their 
charadlcrs, by acknowledging their errors and doing juhice^ 
That a contrary condudl will probably remind the nation of 
their folemn appeal to the Public, in their Declaration of 
the 26th of March 1777. Their nords were, “ That could 
“ the heavy charges brought againft them be proved, thofe 
“ charges would not only render them unfit to condudf 

the affairs of the Company, but utterly unworthy of 
“ every degree of public trufl; and confidence,” If the 
charges are adlually proved, the World will draw the in- 
ference. 

In the audiorities, at the bottoms of the pages, the pa- 
pers publifhed by the Diredtors, in their own defence, are 
cited, under the title of Mr. Rous’s Appendix This ap- 
pellation was adopted merely to diftinguiQi thofe papers, 
from others pubhflied by the Diiedlors As the Court had 
difavowed Mr. Rous’s pamphlet, by refufing to authenticate 
It, that gentleman, ftridlly fpeaking, had no legal right to 
an Appendix, printed at the expence of the Company. 

The writers, who have efpoufed the caufe of the Di- 
redlors, are feldom alluded to, and never mentioned, in 

the 
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the courfe of the following Volume. This feemmg neg- 
k6l proceeded neither from any difrefpedt for their genius, 
noi any want of attention to their labours. Their toil has 
furely been rewarded, by their employers, in proportion to 
the badnefs of their caule. With that boon they ought tO' 
fit down contented ; and to add to the account of profit, 
their prefent efcape from cenfure. To purfue phantoms, 
through the foggy regions of romance, was no part of the 
labour, which the Author impofed on himfelf. Truth, and 
only truth, was his objedt j and the advocates of his oppo- 
nents are completely anfwered, if he has attained' his end. 

The wading through the fink of Eaft-India corruption 
and mifmanagement is a talk, which adds difgufi: to toil. 
But the Author fears he has gone too far, not to go further 
fill!. Bengal is a fruitful feene of peculation, tnjuftice, 
and even deatli ; and the Northern Circars, though fcarcely 
twelve years, m our hands, prclent oppreflions proportion- 
able to their extent and ottr time. The fecret intrigues in 
Lcadcnhall-Strcct, though lefs important and infirudlive, 
than the revolutions of kingdoms, merit fome attention ; 
and the world may chufe to be made acquainted with the 
adtors in the fecrct feenes of domeftic management. Thefe 
confidcrations may, perhaps, induce the Author, to give a 
Second Volume to the Public, in the courfe of a few 
months. 
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CHAP. I 

A Jljort Htjloiy of the Comp a its Ongi^i in 1600 

to the Tear 1 744. 

D uring the dcclmc and after the fall of the Roman Empire, chap. 
the weflern proMnccs received, in a certain degree, new in- , ^ , 

habitants, and confcqucntly new manners, from thofc ^aft Siicot., - 

repe af rr the 

countries, which comprehend the northern dnifions of Europe and f-iioftbcRo- 
Afia. TJie fierce nations ^^ho truimphcd o%crRome had fcarcely 
brought any virtue, except \alour, from home, and, therefore, 
their ra\ages were too general and too dcfiriuflne to lea\e any ex- 
amples of that civilization, which m feme degree atones for the 
defolations of war. In the raidft of that barbarity, which had 
cramped the liberal exertions of their minds in the north, the 
invaders fat down in the regions of the finitli , where many ages 
paffed over them, without hating been difimguiflicd by any of thofe 
improvements, which, by rendering life comfortable, enlarge the 
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Revival df 
arts and com- 
merce 


Progrefs of 
Indian com- 
merce in an- 
cient times 


views of mankind The peculiar opinions, which annexed every 
honour to the fword, threw contem'pt on the arts of civil life ; and 
the infecurity of property prevented even avarice, which difregards 
contempt, from purfuing induftry and commeice, as they could 
produce nothing but toil. 

Europe, however, was not deftined to remain always under that 
gloomy barbarifm, which had clouded its annals for near a thoufand 
years. The firft dawn of improvement arofe in Italy, where its lafl: 
ray had fet The revival of letters, in that country, was followed by 
the encouragement of genius. Men becoming acquainted with the 
impiovements of foimer ages, began to transfer their difcoveries to 
then own times The human mind, being foftened by the accef- 
fion of knowledge, acquired a tafte for the fvveets of peace and the 
comforts of life. Government, relaxing its habitual feventy, and 
laying afide its former pride, gave fecurity to property, and fome 
protedtion to induftry. A free mteicourfe of commerce was efta- 
bliftied at home , its communication with foreign ftates became lefs 
obftrudied , and either rivalfliip or imitation foon extended a degree 
of the fame kind of improvement to the reft of Europe. 

A commercial intercourfe had been opened between Europe and 
India, in remote antiquity. The Greeks knew it, w'hen the Perfian 
empire fiouriftied , and they continued it, during the exiftence of. 
their own The Syrians, under the Seleucidse, who were the im- 
mediate fucceflbrs of Alexander, in his Afiatic conquefts, brought 
the manufadtures of India to the weftern markets, through the 
gulph of Perfia The Egyptians, when fubjeft to the Ptolemies^ 
fupplied Europe, in the fame manner, by the Red Sea The Ro- 
mans fucceeded both, in their commerce, as well as in their power ; 
and transferred the trade of India, with the feat of then empire, to 
Conftantinople During the decline of the eaftern empire, the Ita- 
lian ftates, particularly the Venetians, engrofled the commerce of 

4 Afia. 
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Afia. The Pcrlugucfe had the merit, by exploring a new paClagc ^ 
to the Eail, to lay open, though contrary to tlicii inclination, that 
beneficial trade to the reft of Europe. The fubictfts of John the pucrctHciril 
Second, after coafting the weftern fide of Africa, doubled the Cape ncu coi.rf= n 
of Good Hope, and Emanuel iinpro\cd the plan cftabliflicd b) his 
prcdcccflbr In the reign of the latter prince, the famous Vafeo 
dc Gama, with four fliips, penetrated, beyond the Cape, into fcas 
before unknown, and arrixed on the coaft of Malabar in 1498, about 
fix'ycars after Columbus had difcoacrcd Ameiica. 

The fuccefs of the Portuguefe on the coaft of India, and the rich the 

cargoes which the) imported from that country, raifcd the envy, fiift 
but did not immcdiatcl)" excite the imitation of the reft of Europe. 

A whole century palled before thofc nation'^, who now, in a man- 
ner, engrofs the commerce of the Eaft, turned their eyes to that 
part of the world The veil of fccrcey, with which the Portu- 
guefe had induftrioufly covered their courfc to India, was not the 
only caufc which prevented them from having naals in their con- 
quefts as well as their commerce The principles of naaigation and 
internal policy were ftill m their infancy m England. France was 
only juft emerging from the favage rudenefs of its feudal fyftcm ; 
and_ the Dutch had not yet emancipated themfehes from the ftcin 
tyranny of the heirs of the houfe of Burgundy, ftrengthened by 
their acccftlon to the crown of Spain. 

The Dutch, fcnfiblc of the advantages of an Indian commerce, The Dutch 
from the fuccefs of the Portuguefe, had turned their fpeculations to- 
wards a new and a more expeditious paftage to India, than that 
which the latter had found, by doubling the fouthern point of Africa. 

They endeavoured to make their way, by the north-caft, to the feas 
of China and Japan , and to arrive firft on thofe coafts, which to 

B 2 the 
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the Portuguefe were the moft remote in the EaR-Indics * . A difco- 
veiy of that kind would not only fliorien the voyage, but dimimni 
Its dangers , as the commerce ol the Poitugueic, together v*?iih the 
dominion of their country, had fallen to Pinlip the Second, the 
mortal enemy of the Dutch nation. Their attempts to find a norlh- 
eaft paflage were fuddenly undertaken, and as fuddenly laid afide. 
But an accident fupphed what their induftry had, in vain, endea- 
voured to acquire A Dutch feaman, whofc name was Iloutman, 

I 

and who had been feized m Pontugal, m the year 1 5^4, difcovered 
the route of the Portuguefe, by the Cape of Good PIopc Under 
the dire£lion of Houtman a fleet was equipped, and in the year 
1596 failed from the Texel ij; 

The Enghfh nation, like the Dutch, had attempted to find a new 
paflage to India. Before their neighbours on the continent had 
turned their attention to the north-eafl:, they had made three differ- 
ent attempts to explore a paflTage to Tartary and China, by the 
north-weft. But the lights furnifhed by Drake, Cavendifh, and 
other eminent navigators, pointed out a more diredl way to the 
trade of India. Encouraged by their difcoveries, feveral wealthy 
merchants of London petitioned Queen Elizabeth for a charter em- 
powering them to undertake this trade. On the 31ft of December 
1600, the prayer of their petition was granted They were eredled 
into a body corporate, by the ftile of “ The Governor and Company 
of Merchants of London, trading to the Eaft Indies ” The charter 
granted a common feal Thomas Smith, an alderman, was ap- 
pointed Governor,- with twenty Direiftors, to be chofen annually oa 
the I ft of July, or fix days after. They were vefted with powers 

* Difcours far le Paflage par le Nord-eft de + Avertiflement a la tete de Recucil de Voy- 
P Europe, dans les Mers des Indes.— Grot, ages de la Compagnie, p. ?7 
Annal Le Clerc, Bafnage. JVide Journal of this Voyage, printed at- 

London, i6ci. 
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to male bve-h\^s, to c'.p^^rt g'^od-. Yee from ciiflom, for four years, CRAP 

to fend to India by ctcry voy'’gc ;o,o:ol in forcipi. c'>in j.ioviJed f 

they brought that fum by tbeir coinrnc'-cc kom fmcign ro.n'iics 
The charter was c\cluri\c, the Queen bound hcilelf to gran' mne ' 
to otucr mcrchanv'^, for the fpnee of ‘Iftccn Year" , but a p OM.h'U 
was made, that if U appeared the i l\: Corporation fiin dd prove, m 
an) rcfpc£l, detrimental to the PiiMic, the charter, upon tv.o)cars 
warn.ng, under inc Piivy Seal, fi.ould become void The e cln- 
fne co'umercc, gmntcd in the cnartcr, cMcndcJ to all phccs of Afia, 

Arne, and An. erica, beyond the Cape of Good Hope, and the 
Stre ghts ol hlagcllan , and to execute the dcfign, a loint flock of 
y2,ocol was q nckly fubfenbed and pud into the ticafu'-cr’s hands 

Tins capital enabled the Company to equip and man five fliips The.r fi.itc--- 
of fradll burden , and to fend a confidcrahlc fum in money and dm kccn/ui. 
goods as a tiading Rock The fleet put to fca under ihc command 
of Captain James Lancafler , and after a tedious ard fickly palTage, 
came to anchor m the road of Acliin, in the ifland of Sumaira, on 
the 5th of June 1602. The ^oyage was, hovever, fo profpcroin,- 
in point of commerce, that a fecond trading expcduion, to India, 
was imdertaken m the year under the co .duCt of Sir Henry 

M’ddleton The fuccefs of Middleton was ftill greater than that of 
Lancafler. But both yielded, in good fortune, to Captain Keeling,- 
who returned in I^'lay 10 10, with three ftiips commit.cd to his care, 
richly laden, and without the lofs of a man. 

Nolwithftanding the profit derived from thefe voyages, the Bjtflill they 
trade to India was flill inconfiderable, and liaole to great ircon- 
veniency. The fuccefs of the adventurers depended entirely oa 
chance, on the civility of the natives, or on the addrefs of their 
officers Without fettlements to accommodate their fa Tors, defti- 
tute of defences to prote6; their perfons and property, they were 
fubjedt to difappomtment, and expofed to infult. Ocher nations 

had 
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C H^A P jjad harbours, which they could command ; forts, which f hay_ had 

— 1 either built themfelves, or had bought from the Indiarf,; and even 

territories, acquired by treacheiy or conqueft. On the-other hand, 
the Company were fo far from commanding refpe(St abroad, that 
they were ill-provided with refources at home. Though the 
Englilh nation had already exhibited a great deal of fpirit, and a 
coniiderable degree of knowledge in navigation, they had made bpt 


Their com- 
merce, confi- 
denng the 
times valu- 
able 


little progrefs in the art of ihip-building. The Company, dunng 
the firft ten years of their defultory commerce to Afia, had even been 
obliged to purchafe their Ihips from the IIa 7 !/e Towns of Germany, 
Though the Company laboured under ^thefe difadvantages, their 
profits, if coqipared to their capital, were very confiderable ; and, 
conCdenng the ftate of commerce in thofe times, an acquifition to 
the wealth of the nation, ^Government, therefore^ enlarged the 


I time of their charter j and, encouraged by the countenance of the 


j State, they themfelves began to build^their own fhips In the yeai 
i6c 9 1609, they launched a fhip of twelve hundred tons, m the prefence 
of King James, and his fon the Prince of Wales. This fhip, 
together with two others of confiderable burden, under the condudb 


Their quarrel failed for Surat J where thejealoufy of the 

with the For- Portuguefe fruftrated the intention of the voyage. Middleton made 

imgncre 

Up for his lofs jn trade, by a fpecies of piracy. He feized fome 
nch fiiips belonging to the Portuguefe, on the coaft of Malabar; 
and, fleering his courfe to the Red Sea, plundered the trade of 
Mocha, under the pretence of procuring fatisfadlion for damages he 
had formerly fuftained at that place 


i6jo 

Englifh, in a 
manner, ex- 
cluded from 
the continent 
of India, 


The injufhce and power of the Portuguefe had, hitherto, pre- 
vented the Englifh from eftablifhing themfelves, or even from pur- 
fuing commerce, with any degree of fuccefs, on the coaft of Hin- 
doflan The houfe of Tamerlane, who had reigned near a century 
at Delhi, had uniformly encouraged foreigners to trade in their do- 
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minions. But, as they were ponciTcd of no naval powci, they could CHAP 

not enforce then authority beyond their own fliorcs, or prevent ' ^ ' 

hoftilitics at fea, between the rivals for their trade Though in the 
year 1608, the thud of tbe reign of Jehangirc, an envoy from the 
Company had obtained the ufual privileges of fclllcmcnt and com- 
merce from that prince, they had been debarred from the advan- 
tages of both, by the intrigues of the Portuguefc Force only could Thc\ defeat 
obtain juflice from that jealous nation, who claimed, from their guefe 
long poniffion, a kind of evclufive right to the commerce of India 
Four fliips of confiderablc burden were, therefore, put under the 
command of Captain Thomas Beft, a rcfolutc officer He arrived at 
Surat, in September r d r 2 ; and having defeated, in two adtions, 1612, 
the Portuguefe fquadron, enabled the fadlors of the Company to 
avail themfeh’es of the pnvilegcs, which they had obtained in the 
Empire 

To'fecure th6 advantages obtained by the vidtory of Bell, the Com- 1614 
pany prevailed with King James the Firft, to fend a royal ambalfa- dor 
dor to the court of Hindollan The perfon verted with this high 
charaftdr, was Sir Thomas Roe, who arrived in the end of 1614, at 
Ajmere, the capital of the province of that name, where the Em- 
peror Jehangire, at that time, kept his court But though the am- 
bartador was received with every mark of efteem by Jehangire, he 
found an enemy in his fon, Sultan Kurrum , to whom, as lord of 
Surat, the department of redreffing the grievances of the Englifli 
had been affigned The Emperor’s favour prevailed at laft, in fome 
degree, over the prejudices of the prince. In the month of Janu- 
ary 1615, new firmans were obtained, for the eftabliffiment of fac- 
tones in various provinces, but they were worded with caution, 
and the privileges granted, were defedlive and circumfcribed 
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Radical defeds in the coaftitution of the Company at home, mif- 
condud, and even misfoitune abroad, the finallnefs of their capital 
in Europe, their having no fohd eRabliflimcnts, or fortified fcttle- 
inents in Afia, the want of protcdion from a government, which, 
foon after, could not pioted iifclf, together with the jealoufy of two 
power fill, and even faithlefo iivals in trade, the Portuguefe and 
Dnlch, ah combined to cramp, and, at length, to annihilate a com- 
meice, which, at its beft, depended merely on lucky adventuies. 
The HiRoiy of the Company, from this period forward, confifts of 
infiances ot misfortunes in trade, and infiances of fpirit in adventure 
and feats of valour in war. Rivalled, and even ruined afliorc, by the 
Portuguefe and Dutch, they revenged tbemfelves of the foimcr atfea ; 
but the latter, by their baibarous feveruies at Amboyna, m the year 
1 622, put, in a mfinner, an end to their trade with the iflands of Afia. 
On the CO a ft 8 -of Ilindoftan, and even in foine inland cities of that 
great empire, they continued to carry on a languid commerce for 
feveral yeais. The government of the Moguls had, then, aruved 
at a degree of vigour, fufficien'' to command peace, and even juftice, 
between the Europeans under its proteiftion The advantages de- 
rived from the commerce of foreigneis, had even procured for them 
privileges, \»'iuch had been denied to the natives 

It was during this untov/ard Rate of the Enghfti ccmmeice in Afia, 
the fervants oi the Companv obtained that eftabhftimcpt in Bengal, 
which time and accideiu have fincc improved mto fo many and great 
national advantages Though the Portugueze had vifitcd Bengal f", 
befoie It fell urder the power of the Moguls, they had never efta- 
bbflied regular governments and gaiiifons in that country '{■. The 
Dutch had fettled there anout the year 1625, in the reign of the 
Emperoi Jehangirelj: In 1636, when his fon Shaw Jehan fat on 

f Orine, vol 11, p. 7 
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t L’ Expedition dc trois V^ifleaux, tom 1 . 
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the throne, one Boughton, an Enghfli furgeon, fent from Surat to C H A P. 

Agra, had the good fortune to cure the emperor’s favourite daugh- < 

ter, who laboured under an illnefs, ^^hlch had baffled the fkill of the 
natives. Among other favours, Boughton was gratified with a pa- 
tent, or Duftuc, for a free trade throughout the empire. Having 
proceeded to Bengal, his Ikill in phyfic procured for him the friend- 
fliip of the Nabob of that province, who extended the privileges 
given to Boughton, to the whole Englifli nation § The Company’s 
fervants at Surat, availing thcmfelvcs of the influence of Boughton, 
built a fadory at_Hughley, on the weftern branch of the Ganges, 
one hundred miles from the mouth of the river. 

But the privileges obtained by Boughton, for his countrymen, Their com- 
were incapable of refloring vigour to a commerce, which had fallen daneg the 
into an irrecoverable decline Haraflcd abroad by European rivals, 
who, from their fupenor advantages, could bring their imports 
cheaper to market at home, the Company loft: their fpirit with their 
fuccefs. To haften their fate, the civil commotions, which after- 
wards terminated in the fubverfion of the conftitution of the ftate, 
engaged the whole attention, and employed the whole exertion of 
the nation The Dutch, availing themfclves of the decline of the 
Portugueze, and the diftradions in England, engrofled the com- 
merce of the Eaft, and even Cromwell, though he gained a fupe- 
Tionty over them in war, negleded, as perhaps he underftood not, 
the interefts of the nation in India, in a peace, the conditions of 
which he didated himfelf. He, however, renewed to the Company 
their ancient privileges in 1657 , but before they could avail them- 
felves of the fupport of government, his death threw the nation Chvter re- 
back into thofe public diftradions, from which it had emerged Cromwdl. 
but a few years before. 


§ Orme, vol ii. p S 

c 


The 



10 


HISTORY AND MANAGEMENT OF 


CHAP. 

I 

« / 

1661 

New charter 
granted by 
Charles II 


Great privi- 
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powers 
granted 


The revolution, vt'hich reftored England to its ancient conftitu- 
tion, brought back, foon after, the commerce of India to its former 
channel. Charles the Second, though addicted to pleafure, was ca- 
pable of ufeful exertions, and he loved commerce His brother, the 
Duke of York, though polfelfed of lefs ability, was endued with, 
greater perfeverance , and, by a peculiar felicity, placed his chief 
amufement m commercial fchemes, whilft he polfelfed the whole in- 
fluence of the ftate Under his aufpices, a new charter was iflued, 
on the 3d of April 1661 The animofity of the two royal brothers 
againft the Dutch, the manifeH; advantage to the revenue, as 
well as to the nation, which was ,ikely to be derived from the 
commerce of India, infured the fuppoit of government to the 
Company. 

The charter which had been granted by Queen Elizabeth, in the 
forty- third year of her reign, mveftcd the Company with an exclu- 
five right of commerce for fifteen years. They had been eredted 
into a perpetual body-pohtic, by a charter which they had obtained 
in the feventh of James the Firft. In that of April 3, 1661, new 
privileges were added to the old, which were all confirmed The 
Company were invefted with, a civil junfdidlion and a military 
authority, with a power of making war or concluding peace with 
the INFIDELS of India, the ftate referving to itfelf, by this diftinc- 
tion, thofe prerogatives, with refpedt to Europeans They were 
alfo irapowered to export bullion to the amount of 150,000!. in 
every voyage, provided they re-exported foreign goods to the fame 
amount. The claufe in the charter granted by Elizabeth was 
refervedj which declared, that it ftiould become void and of no 
effeft, after three years notice given, ftiould the privileges granted 
prove detrimental to the general mtereft of the nation A' capital of 

36p,8pol. was fubfcnbed, though only one half was paid, to derive 
4 imme- 
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immediate advantage from privileges as extenfive in themfelves, as chap 
they were liberally bellowed by the Crown. ' » 

Charles the Second, having efpoufed the Infanta of Portugal m Company 
1662, obtained the pofleflion of the ifland of Bombay in the year ed'^by the'"^ 

■' 1663, as a part of the portion of that Prmcefs. finding that the Dolfc oP 
revenues of the place were unequal to its expence, the King ceded 
It, in fee-tail, to the Company, in the twentieth year of his reign . 
and, five years after, he alfo granted to them the ifland of ^.He- 
lena To this ceflion of territory. Government added its whole fup- 
port, in the encouragement and protection of the Company’s trade. 

The injuries which they had received from the jealoufy of the Dutch 
Company, had formed one of the oftenfible reafons for entering into 
the firft Dutch war. The Commons, by the management of Govern- 
ment, which then was fwayed by the Duke of York, addreflfed the 
Crown, againft the wrongs and indignities done to the Eaft India 
Company The Duke himfelf, who fpent half his time in the bu- 
finefs of commerce in the city, prefided frequently at the meetings 
of the Court of Directors. In Abort, no aid was wanting to the 
prolpenty of the Company, that either the afliduity of the Duke or 
Ins influence in the Hate could procure 

The encouragement and protection of government, joined to their Their faccefs 
own induftry, raifed the Company, in outward appearance, to a ftate 
of amazing affluence m the fpace of a few years In 1680 and the 
three fucceeding years, the price of India flock was 360 per cent, 
with proportionable dividends. Circumftances fo favourable could 
not fail to raife the jealoufy of foreigners, and to inflame the avarice 
of individuals at home The mercantile intereft and the court be- 
came, at length, divided, on a fubjeCt of fo much importance The 
firft were prompted, by their eagernefs for gam, to invade the 
exclufive rights contained in the charter, the latter, won by the 
influence, and perhaps the money, of the Company, as eagerly op- 
pofed their defigns. 

C s During 
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James II 
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more exten- 
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1686 


Refledlionson 
the tyranny of 
gieat focie- 
ucs, particu- 
lar!) of com- 
mercial bo- 
dies 


Duniig the latter yeais of the life of Charles the Second, the vic- 
tory obtained by the court over the city, reprefled the complaints 
of the merchants of London, as they iveie likely to produce no good 
effedt againfl: a fociety favoured by government. Charles had re- 
newed the charter, in the twenty-eighth year of his reign, he had 
extended the privileges of the Company in the thirty-fifth, but when 
his brother James the Second acceded to the throne, he poured his 
favours, with a very lavifli hand, on a body whom he had before 
patronized To raife them into an equality with the Dutch Com* 
pany, and, perhaps, to give them a fuperiority over their republican 
rivals, he not only ificreafed their immunities, but even transferred 
to them many of his own prerogatives He impowered them to 
build fortreffes, to levy troops, to determine caufes, under the form 
of courts martial, and to com money. Encouraged by fo many 
privileges, under the patronage of a Prince, w'ho both knew and 
loved trade, the Company not only aflumed the pride, but even the 
tyranny of fovereignty. Inftead of repreffing the encroachments of 
their foreign rivals, they perfecuted fuch of their countrymen as 
feemed inclined to invade their exclufive commerce. The principal 
fervants abroad, encouraged and protefted by thofe who managed 
the affairs of the Company at home, carried infolence, oppreflion, 
and injuftice into every department of their government 

Unlimited power, in the hands of a fingle perfon, may be pre- 
vented from degenerating into ads of tyranny, by the terrors of ig- 
nominy or by perfonal fears. But a body of men, veiled with autho- 
thority, IS feldora fwayed by reftraints of either kind. As they derive, 
individually, but little applaufe from their beft meafures, fo the 
portion of infamy which may fall to each for the worfl; public 
adtions, is too fmall to affedl perfonal charadler. Having, therefore, 
no generous inducements to follow virtue, the moft fordid pafEons 
frequently lead them into vice. It is from this circumftance, that the 
decilions of public bodies foraetimes partake of that mortifying 
3 fpecies 
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fpecics of tyranny, winch is incapable of icdrcfs, and )ct is be- C H^A P 

yond revenge. Thefo obfervations may be applied, without the ' — » 

lead injuftice, to the aidions of the India Company both at home 
and abroad Avarice, the mod obdinate and hardened padion of 
the human mind, being the did principle of commerce, w'as the 
original bond of their union , and humanity, judice, and even policy, 
ga\c \^ay to the profpc<d; or love of gain’’. 

The mifmanagcracnt of the Company at home had been long imqui^ous ^ 
covered b) that veil of fecrecy which the private intereds of the Compan) at 
leaders had indudnoudy thrown over their affairs It afterwards 
appeared, that thofe leaders had ufurped an abfolutc dominion over 
the other adventurers That, by their private contradbs and un- 
heard-of deduflions, and by the mod iniquitous frauds in both, the 
joint dock had fudered a lofs to near one half of its original 
amount That when, by embezzlement, avarice, and inattention 
to their trud, they had in a manner devoured the property of 
their condituents, by unjud and unreafonable dividends, to give 
the fallacious appearance of health to a body fallen into a deep 
decline That, though in profecution of the fame f) dem of de- 
ception, they had doubled their capital, in the year 168 a, they had 
not taken in but one half of the fum at fird fubfenbed That, 


• Befide iViat wnnl of generous principle, 
which Icctns crcludcd from the vcr\ irftituiion 
of a fovcrcign corporation of commerce, the 
great diftance of iheir ’dminiflration in India 
fecured the Compan) from a general infpc£tion 
into their condufl and confciiuentl) furniflud 
ample oppoitunitics fer a wanton and uncon- 
trolled cxcrcifc of piwer All rcfittancc, there 
fore, to their arbitrary cdi£l«, whether the\ 
regarded 'heir own fervants or the names cf 
the country, was corfidercd as trea'bn, and 
punilhed \ ith feienty The rulers at home 
had their fat ooritcs abroad, whom they pro- 
xcflcd in the moll cruel and opprcEte mca- 


furcj by their auihoritv Hence it happen- 
ed that private refentmen s and felSIh views 
were too frcqLentl, the only ru'es of their 
conduft, and that their adminiHra ion had 
fcarcc any other princip'i. of onion, than n 
mutual perm Eon to commit injulice. Eten 
the cxclufitc pritilcgc, which was thought ne- 
c Tai\ for he prof-erity of their Commerce,, 
became an engine ot lyranry againll all thofe 
whom they confidered as interlopers , and 
fuch irftanccs of their barbarity might be pro- 
duced, fupported by fail', as would excite 
horror 


whilft 
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C H^A P whilfl they were making extravagant dividends to the proprietois, 

' ^ ' the Company was languifliing under a debt of two millions at in” 

tereft. That, inftead of anfwenng legal demands, the Diredlors had 
fixed a paper on the Treafury-door, declaring that they could pay 
no more till a certain period , and all this at a time, when they 
pretended the affairs of the Company were m the imoft flnurifhitig 
condition 

Their oppref Thefc iniquitous deceptions at home naturally pioduced frauds, 
tice/and pi- opprcffion, and lUjuftice abroad To repair the rums made by the 
racies abroad, avarice of the Diredtors, they ilfued orders to their governors and 
factors to borrow large fums in India on the credit of the Company. 
Their condudl, upon this occafion, was treacherous, bafe and un- 
worthy of the fubjeds of any civilized ftate. In their letters to 
their fadtors they intimated, that as foon as they had pufhed their 
credit to the utmoft extent, they would then contrive means of 
quarrelling with the creditorsj and ofputting a flop to their trade f. 

The commands of the Diredtors were faithfully e'jecuted by 
fervants fuitable -to fuch mailers Having borrowed from the 
merchants of Surat, under the malk of fnendlhip, near three hun- 
dred thoufand pounds, they followed the orders they had received, 
and retired to Bombay To complete the injullice and even villany 
of thefe tranfadlions, they began to make fpoil of the Ihips and 
goods of their creditors and benefaftors One Sir John Child, a 
, reprefen tative^worphy of a vicious fociety, without any declaration, 
without the leafl pretence to juflify hoflilities, feized thirteen rich 
' Ihips, belonging to the merchants of Surat, to the amount of more 
than a million fterling J. 

treachery to foreigners, the Company had added the mofl 
vants dreadful oppreffions towards their own nation They had feized 

* White’s accoant of the India trade, dred thoufand pounds of this fpoil was fent 

-j- Hamilton, vol ) p 187 — Harris, vol 11 home to the committee of Diredtors who had 
J As afterwards appeared upon oath in the ilTued the orders, — White’s Account of the 
court of exchequer The value of three hun- India Trade. 


the 
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the flnps and condemned the property of interlopers, after having C H^A P. 

put the crews in irons, and killed fomc of the captains^ Their ' 

injuftice at fca was preceded and follow cd by unheard-of inflances of 
t)ranny afliore The merchants and inhabitants of Bombay, CKaf- 
perated into a degree of madnefs by the opprcfiions of their mafters, 
had rcNolted from their authority, declared for the King and nation, 
imprifoned their prcfidcnt, and Ind taken the reins of government 
into their own hands \\ When, upon a promife of pardon, and upon 
flipulatcd conditions, they returned to their duty, the faith of the 
Company was broken, and tlicy W'crc treated with infolence, tyranny, 
and wanton cruelty. To fuch a degree of opprclTion had the Governor 
of Bombay flrctched his authority, that he aiSluaily ere£led an in- 
quifition under the prcfidency of a refugee Greek, to harafs, ruin, 
and deftroy, by a religious pcrfecution, fuch as, m other refpetSls, 
had eluded his vengeance . 

The conduct of the Company tow'ards their fubiedts and fervants '^heir hoitib- 

ties aE;ain(l 

Was uniformly opprcfTive, unjudihable, and cruel , yet, from its be- the fSbicas 
ing unknown or difrcgardcd at home, they cfcaped thofe animad- ° 

^cr^lon5, and, perhaps, punifliments, which they had fo much 
deferved But Aurungzebe, who then fat on the throne of Delhi, 
refolved to obtain juftice for his own fubjetTs at Surat, for the piracies 
committed by the Company I-Iaving demanded that juftice in vain, 
by meffages to the government of Bomba), he had ordered an army 
into thatifland The conduct of the governor w^as as pufillanimous 
m war, as it had been infolent and unjuft m time of peace. Being 
prefTed by a fiege, three deputies, in the name of the Company, 
were difpatched to Aurungzebe, who then refided at Jehanabad 
They prefented thenifclves in the prefence of the offended monarch, Theirabjeft 
witE their hands tied before them , and having proftrated themfelves Aurungzebf, 

4 

§ Hamilton, ^oI i. Hams, tol n • Dodfle}, Hamilton, &c UnnerfalHif- 

y Dodnej, \ol u. Hamilton, vol 11 torj, rol. x. 
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on the ground, they implored his clemency, confefled their faults, 
and humbly requefled his pardon. The Emperor, having feverely 
repnnanded them, confented to withdraw his army, and to renew 
the Phirman, which they had fo juftly forfeited, upon condition 
of their making fatisfadtion to his fubjedls at Surat for the injunes 
which the) had fuflained f 

Soon after thefe tranfadlions, both at home and abroad, the vehe- 
mence of perfon'^ injured by the injufbce of the Company, and the 
jcaloufy of the merchants of London, brought their affairs into 
public difcufTion, and under the confideration of parliament The 
Houfc-of Commons, liaMng examined the fubjeef in three different 
feffions, bad propofed regulations for carrying on. m future, the 
commerce with the Eafl; Indies But the Company had eluded all the 
endeavours of that affembly, by procuring a new charter from Queen 
hlary, who managed the affairs of the kingdom in the abfenceof King 
William, in September iGp-j The Houfe of Commons having, 
in the beginning of 1695, detected various flagrant abufes in 
the management of public affairs, were led to conclude, that the 
court, the camp, the city, and even parliament, had been infcded 
vvitli one general contagion of bribery, corruption, and venality. 
The Fad India Company, having had the influence to remove the 
confidcration of their affairs from the Icgiflaturc to the privy coun- 
cil, V ere naturally fufpcJtcd of having gained the King’s principal 
Ervants by bribes The Commons, therefore, ordered a committee 
to infpccl the books of the Company The abflrads of the fums 
pud for fpccial fcrviccs foon led to a difcovcr) In the reign of 
Tames the Second, the annual charges of the management at home 
had fcarccl) exceeded 1200 1 , but in the }car 1693, when the 
charter vv as firfl renewed, they had amounted to 90,000 1 Sir Thomas 
Cooke, the governor of the Compan) , on whofc notes the money 


■J YO’ 1 
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Ind been lent, terrified by a bill of pains and penalties palTed by ^ H^A P 
the Commons, made a difcovery •which was not fatisfadtory. Ten «- — /— / 
thonfand pounds were, ho\\ever, traced to the king himfelf, and 
other films to his minificrs and principal fervants $ The duke of 
Leeds, as being the mofi obnoxious, was impeached for receiving a 
gratuity of five thoufand pounds, but king William, by putting 
fiiddenly an end to the fcffion, quaflied at once the impeachment 
and all further cnquir)’ § 

Though the eight of the Crown, and the influence of the Com- The affair re- 
pany, as ^^cll as thofc ^^ho had received bribes, had quafhed the 
enquiry, in the year 1695, the afibciated merchants, or, as they 
were called by the Company, the intulopcrs^ found means to bring merchants 
the charter obtained in 1694, under the confideration of parliament 
in the beginning of 1698 Exclufnc of the mifmanagements of the 
Company at home and their tyranny in India, together with the 
general arguments againfi the expediency and juftice of a commer- 
cial monopoly, the pnncipal objcdion offered againft the charter, 
was Its not being confirmed by an aft of the legiflature Govern- Goremment 
ment, ftanding in need of a fupply, had icfolved to fiipport the rupport^h^fc 
caufe of that party which fhould pay the mofl: for their favour The 
Company, appr-zed of that circumflance, offered 700,000 1 at four 
pa cert upon condition of having the charter confirmed by aft of 
parliament The ihtci hj)ers, protefted by Mr Montague, then 
Chancellor of the Exchequer, propofed to advance two millions, at 
eight cert in confideration of an cxclufne trade to be vefted in 
the fubfcribers A bill v, as accordingly paffed on this affair, not- 
witbfianding the petitions and oppofition of the Old Company The 
latter, howe\er, obtained m the fiicceeding year the fanflion of par- 
liament to their charter , and thus the nation had two Eafl- India 

X T'U'nil , '-nl lEp , § Ibii 
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Qaarrels be- 
tween the Old 
and New 
Company. 


Both guilty of 
bribery and 
corruption 


/ 
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They nnit® 
into one com- 
pany 


Defpotifm 
and tyranny 
of the com- 
pany, both at 
borne and 
abroad. 


Companies by parliamentary authority, inftead of one by preroga- 
tive f . 

The animofities, which had fubfifted for many years between the 
Old Company and the intetlopers, who had been comprehended in 
the New, were increafed by mutual jealoufies, after both had been 
confirmed by the fandtion of the legillature They were now as fo- 
licitous for the deftrudion of each other, as each had before been 
for their refpedive eftablilhment Having both tailed the fweets 
of the Eall-India commerce, both were inflamed with that envy 
and irreconcilable refentment which ambition and avarice never fail 
to infpire. In the general eledions which happened in the year i yooj 
they had been both deteded in bribery and corruption “ The 
Old began wjth corrupting members and purchafing voices in the 
houfe The New, inftead of purchafing votes, bought feats , in- 
ftead of corrupting the reprefentatives bribed the conftituents, and 
endeavoured to fecure a majority in the houfe Their feuds and 
jealoufies in the mean time continued , nor did thefe in the leaft 
fubfide till more than two years after the charter of the Old Com- 
pany had been confirmed by parliament. Tired, at length, of a 
quarrel which might poflibly terminate in the ruin of both, they 
refolved upon an union of flocks, and agreed that the future ma- 
nagement of their joint trade fhould be according to the charter of 
the New Company, bearing date the yth of September 1S98. 

During thefe contefts in England, the fame mifinanagements and 
the fame oppreflions continued in the fettlements of the Company 
in India. The principles of the Company’s government abroad, 
may be colleded from the orders fent by their governor at home.. 
This commercial defpot, in writing to the judge appointed by the 
Company for civil affairs, makes ufe of the following remarkable 
words . I expert my will and orders fhall be your rule, and noti 

t Ralph, vol. 11. p. 845, ' ® Univcrfal Hift. vol x. 

“ the- 
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tlie laws of England, winch are a heap of nonfenfe, compiled by c h^a p. 
“ a number of ignorant country gentlemen, who hardly know how — > 

“ to govern their own families, much lefs the regulating companies 
“ and foreign commerce.” — “Having now the power of condemning 
“ the Company’s enemies, or fuch as lhall be deemed fo, particular- 
“ ly thofe who lhall queftion the Company’s power over all the Bri- 
“ tifh fubje£ts in India, I expeft my orders, from time to time, fhall 
“ be obeyed and obferved as ftatute laws ^ ” 


Thoueh the ludge, to whom this letter had been written, Was TheopprefTed 

° inhabuants of 


too prudent to promife obedience to the arbitrary mandates which Bomba} rc- 
It contained, the governors of the different fettlements feemed to 
have thoroughly imbibed the defpotic principles of their mafters in 
England The profligate Sir John Child had been followed in the 
government of Bombay and the generalflnp of India, by a fucceffion 
of petty tyrants. The union of the two Companies brought only a 
frefli fupply of rapacity and injuftice, to the old flock of avarice 
and tyranny In fome inflances, the oppreffed found themfelves 
obliged to flnke the reins of government from the hands of their 
oppreffors This was the fate of Sir Nicholas Waite, whofe loofe- 
nefs of morals, bare-faced perverfion of juftice, and arbitrary exer- 
tion of his authority incenfed to fuch a degree the inhabitants and 
foldiers of Bombay, that they feized his perfon and fent him pn- 
foner to England. A train of fimilar oppreffions, joined with other 
misfortunes, at length reduced that ifland to a folitary and difmal de- 
fart War and peftilence had reduced the Englifli inhabitants from 
eight hundred to fixty perfons. “ Still the fpirit of injuftice re- 
“ mained, which neither war nor peftilence could fubdue The un_ 

“ fortunate few, who furvived thofe dreadful calamities, were de- 
nied the liberty of returning to their native country, or even of 
removing to other parts of India They were detained in the 
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Quarrels be- 
tween tlic fer- 
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two Compa- 
nies after their 
union 


Negligence 
of Govern- 
ment in not 
interfering 


“ Company’s fervice, under the laflt of authority, infolence, and 
“ oppreffion, without a glimmering of hope ” 

The union of the two Companies in England was found inca- 
pable of reconciling their fervants in India Tiie fame principle of 
avarice and felf-interefl, which had joined the former in one fchcme 
of commerce, increafed nvalfliip, animofity, and injuftice between 
the latter. The heat of the climate feems to have inflamed their 
rancour, jealoufy, and enmity. Thofe palTions had their rife among 
the leaders of the Companies at home, from the phlegmatic, though 
Mgilant and eager principle of avarice . but in India, felf-interefl, 
felfifli notions, rapacity, and confequently injuftice, became blended, 
as It were by fermentation, with the whole conftitution of the mind- 
The afi^airs of the united Company muft naturally have languifhed, 
as they were condu£led by men more attentive to their own mutual 
deflrudion, than to their duty to their mafters. Neither honour, 
juftice, or humanity were regarded, when any occafion offered, for 
ruining each other, or enriching themfelves f all was conduced by 
fecret fraud or open force J 

The State, whofe corredling hand ought to have been ftretched 
forth to petty defpots, whofe quarrels and oppreffions had difgraced 
the nation, was too much embroiled at home, to extend its attention 
to India. A difputed fucceffion, the events, the hurry, the expence 
of a great war, and, above all, the contefts for places, which parties 
dignify with the name of principle, occupied the whole attention of 
the great body of th6 people Men in office had neither leifure, 
nor, perhaps, fufficient knowledge of the fubjedt, to redtify abufes 
in commerce , and thus, whilft the great mterefts of the nation 

• Harri', Dodfley, Ac is to be ftndied. Enber), corruption, and ve- 

-f- The inflanccs of rapaaty, oppreffion, and naliiy feem to be inheren' in all the members of 
injuftice, committed by the fupenor fervants of commercial bodies , by whom authori y rever 
the Company, are too mean for the pen of an fails to be made the inftrument of avarice 
hiftonan , atleaft, they are too numerous to be J Hamilton, vol i Dodfley, vol ii Uni- 
coraprebended in a difquiCtion, where brevity verfal Hiftory, vol x. 
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were iKglcdcc], lhe^l^l.^rv v.crc cnrigcd in defcncling ihcir places CHAP 
froin the nllackb of ruaP, anil mn in c' tenting the duties of their < _r 

fiation 

Time, ^^hlLh rinoolhes doun, in its propreP, llic irmfl furious Sclf-mtcrel, 
paiTioub of the mind, c\tinguinied, at Icngtii, the inloufic" betv cen ru unimmi- 
ihe kadti*? nl the tuo united Companic*; in Lnghnd Tiicr com- 
inon intcrefl created unanimil) in tlieir mcafures , -’nd, m lool 
b'’c': '0 the conditions on wbich they had been united, ihca per- 
cened dcfeCls and incona eniences, which the) v iflied to rcnio c 
T>'c l\»o Co npanics, when feparate, had been conaerfant in the 
meai s of gaming tlic faaoiir of indniduals a.illi money , b it, no/ , 
the ncce^uiesof the ftatc itlelf bad rendered it an objc£l for briber^ 

To O' ta .1 fuch a law as a oiild lealc their afiairs on a proper foot- 

ing, ibca refolved, in the fi\th Near of Qiiecn Anne, to lend to '■* 

Goaernnent, at a ftated intcrcfl, l,200,oool oaer and aboac the ' r 

c. j 

2 coo, 000 1 lent, aaben the Nca. Company was cdablifiicd, about i t 

Stu C 

ten )ears before The Earl of Godolphin, tlien at the head of the 
public finances, fcizcd the offer aMth all the cagernefs of a miniflcr 
a bo a’ ants a fupply In confidcraiion of a tnaial fum, aabich 
might baa c been borroaacd upon common intcrcfl from individual, 
Parliament a as read} to grant to tlic Company whatcacr pnailcge 
and pov ers the) rciiuircd, for the benefit of tbcir trade A f 
aaas accordingla pafled, in aahich the aboac fum of i,ecor‘'" 
aaas declared an addition to the flock of the Companj, f""' 
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pany obtained its own fliare of the general profpenty. The leader* 
ro the Court of Diredors, either guided by chance, or fwayed by 
judgment, had fent perfons of prudence and commercial abilities, in 
quality of chiefs, to their fcttlements, which gave a profperous turn 
to their affairs. Envy and jealoufy, which tread clofe on the heels 
of profpenty, again raifed enemies to the Company. Men of emi- 
nence and weight joined, in the general cry, againfl: an e\clufive 
commerce, A variety of arguments, plaufible, at Icaft, if notju/f, 
were urged, with gieat vehemence, on that head “The whole 
“ kingdom was filled with complaints of the injuftice of a mono- 
“ poly, by which a body of private merchants fatiated their avarice, 

at the e'?penceof all the other fubjedls of the ftate To obviate 
the confequences of fpeculative reafonings, become fo general, 
the Company had recourfe to the never-failing argument of the 
purfe They bnbed the State, by what the State, perhaps igno- 
rantly, thought advantageous propofalsf j and, notwithftanding the 
clamours of the people, obtained a perfed fecunty to an exclufive 
right of trading to the Eafl-Indies. 

The Eaft-India Company continued in the fame flourifliing and 
fecure condition, both at home and abroad, till the war, which was 
declared between France and England, in the year 1744. The 
French having failed, for near eighty years, in all their attempts to 
ereft and fupport an Eaft-India Company, at length accompliflied 
their objedi about the year 1720. The regular returns made by the 
French, ever fince their complete eftabhfliment in India, had been 
fo confiderable, that the jealoufy of the Britifh Company was raifed. 
Government, entering with fome degree of warmth into that jea- 
loufy, turned a part of their attention towards the Eaft, when war 


* Publications of <thc times. their capital flock lent to Government, fo 

t Thefc were 200,000! ns a gratuity, and 128,000! 1 he reduced annuity to becharg- 

a reduflion of the annuity of 1 60,000 1, upon ed on the fame duties and reienucs as before. 
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was likely to anfe between the two nations. The French, fearing ^ H^A P 
hohihties, as they \Ncrc anMous to promote a commerce flill in its i,— 
infancy, had propofed a neutrality between the two Companies, as 
early as the year Tlic Court of Dircdors, at firft, accepted 

and then rejefled the propofal ; but, ^^hcthcr mfligatcd by Govern- 
ment, or fwayed by their own \crfatihty, is uncertain. When, 
therefore, war commenced in Europe, its flame fpread to Afia. 

Their rerpedne fo\crcigns aflifted each Company , and, thus, the 
bufinefs of commerce jicldcd to the occupations of arms. New 
fccncs were opened , and events arofc, uhich became the founda- 
tion of that flatc of things, to explain which is the principal objed 
of this work. 
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Ortgm of the three Prefde7ictes, — Tihe Go7jqueJls of the 
MahomiJiedaiis t7i the Dec an deduced fro^n the eaj'lief 
7i7?ies. 

T he three Bntifli Prefitlencics, which command the inferior 
fadtories m Hindoftan, were eftabliflied under various cir- 
cumftances, and at different periods. During the vigour of the 
Mogul empire, the race of Timur, who fat on the throne of Delhi, 
difdained to permit the appearance of any fovereignty but their own. 
Even the conquefls and forts of the Portuguefe in India, had been 
confined to the dominions of petty Rajahs, to whom the Moguls 
had never extended their invafions But as the nature of the com- 
merce of Europeans had placed fo much of their property m the 
hands of the natives, they became, through neceffity, entirely de- 
pendent on the Government of the country This circumftance 
had, at length, fo far removed the jealoufy of the State, that they 
were permitted to erefl fuch flight defences, as might proted the 
perfons of their Fadlors from the infults of invaders or infurgents, 
without rendering them formidable to the Empire. 

Madras, which commands the faftories on the coafl; of Coro- 
mandel, owed Its origin to the gallantry of Sir William Langhorne, 
who fixed on a fterile and inconvenient fpot, merely on account of 
Its vicinity to the Portuguefe fettlement of St Thomas, where he 
had a miftrefs. This injudicious choice was made, during the great 
civil war m England, when the trade to India had languiflied fo 

4 much. 
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much, that, in the )car 1654, it expired, in a manner, by a natural 
death. 

Bomuai, ^^hlch Ins long prcfidcd o\cr the fadorics on the coaft 
of Malabar, \\as iifclf formerly dependent on Surat, and governed 
by a Deput} font from that fettlcmcnt Their naaal piv. cr enabled 
the Porlugucfc to poffefs thcmfclves of that ifland, foon .after their 
firfl arrnal in Hindoftan Sceured by the force which acquired if, 
Bombay had fcarccly any defences but the fca, by which it was fur- 
rounded Being a part of the portion alTigncd to the Infanta of 
Portugal, when flic became Queen of England in 1662, it fell into 
the hands of Charles II. 111 the end of 1663 That prince, finding 
that It was not worth its cxpcnce to the State, transferred it, in fcc- 
tail, to the Company, about the )ear 1669 

The Englifli, extending their commerce to Bengal, under the pa- 
tronage of Boughton, a furgeon, were permitted, about the year 
i6do, to build a kind of fadory at Hughley, a port on the weflern 
branch of the Ganges But fuch was the jealoufy of the Mogul 
Government, that, for the fpace of forty years, the Company were 
only allowed to retain thirty foldiers and an enfign in their pay, to 
do honour to their principal agents The war kindled by Sir John 
Child, on the coall of Malabar, extending itfclf to Bengal, the 
Enghfh were obliged to quit Hughley , and, foon after, to retire to 
Madras Upon the pacification made in iGfg, with the Court of 
Delhi, the fador)’ was permitted to return, firfl: to Soota-nutty, and 
afterwards to fettle at the Milage of Calcutta Upon an infurrcdion 
of the Rajahs, on the weflern fide of the rncr Hughley, in the year 
1 696, the fador}* declared for the Mogul Go\crnmcnt The Nabob 
of Bengal ordered them to defend themfehes againfl the enemy, 
and they raifed walls with a few baflions, which they called Fort 
William, m honour of the reigning king 

Though the French had made a vo) age to India in 1601, the fame 
year in which the Enghfh full lailed, in the v ay of commerce, to 
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that country, they were, for more than a century, unfuccefsful in 
almofl all their fchemes. A lively nation, \\ithout folidity for trade, 
calculated for fudden exertions, but incapable of perfevcrance in one 
determined line of condudl: Perpetually changing the objc£l, with^* 
out altering their manner, they attempted every thing, and lofl: all. 
Their voyages to India were remarkable, only forthe finguldrity of 
their misfortunes. A company, defhtute of refources as well as po- 
licy at home, vehement and injudicious, though fpinted agents 
abroad, both ignorant of commerce, and yet too proud to learn 
Having founded a kind of factory at Surat, they quitted that city 
without any folid reafon, and after making an unfucGefsful attempt 
on the ifland of Ceylon, eftabliflied ihemfelves, by accident, at Pon-^ 
dicherry, about the year 1670, There they carried on a languid 
commerce, und6r the protection of the Mogul government, till Pon- 
dicherry v?as taken by the Dutch in 1693.. Though the treaty of 
Ryfwick reftored the place, little advantage was derived from it, till 
Cardinal Fleury began to fupport the French intereft in India, m an 
effectual manner. Under the aufpices of'that mmifter, men of abi- 
lities were appointed to fupermtend th'e trade, and to increafe the 
power of the India Company Having fucceeded m thfe former, 
they became too attentive to the latter , till, by one of thofe reveries 
of fortune to which fchemes of ambition are often liable, both ob- 
jeCts were entirely loft. 

To throw complete light on the fubjeCt of this difquifition, it may 
not be improper to return to events, which, as they are placed far 
back in antiquity-, are perhaps overlooked, though they deferve to 
be known Writers, who, by defending the conduCl of the Com- 
pany, admit that it ftands in need of defence, have recurred to the 
ancient hiftory of India, for arguments of exculpation Though 
the faCls they have chofen to give, may have carried conviCtion to 
their own minds, they are too imperfcCt to guide the judgment of 
the Public, on an affair, on which the Pubhc ought to decide 
I , This 
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Tlu'^ clcfcifl in ilic mmiuc*;, on ^^hIch they found their reafoning, 
\vc Hiall cndea\our tofupph, v.ith all the concifcncfb confiRcnt witli 
pcrfpicuity If they ln\c hicn mirtakcn in their prcmifcs, their 
conclufions mud, of courfe, ha-vc been wrong If they ha\c de- 
cided without evidence, the nation will rc\crfe the judgment. 

A third for plunder and an a\idily for power ha\c ever been mo- 
tnes of liodility and injudice to a\ancious and ambitious men. 
Bur, from whatc\cr caufc war may fpnng, when it ends m conqued, 
It in\cd‘5 the Miflor with all the property of the vanquished '' The 
bed writers on the laws of nature and of nations teiminatc, at this 
point, their enquiries into the rights, by which monarchs fit on 
thrones, or nations pofiefs dominions To pudi their cvaraination 
further, might judly inaalidate every claim of a prince and right of 
a people Almod c\cry period of antiquity, m every countr)’’, 
owes perhaps its being remembered at all to rcaolulions accomphdied 
by refentment, ambition, or rapacity. Mankind therefore, being 
either guilt)* thcmlelvcs of this fpccics of injudicc, or dcrning be- 
nefits from u, have uniformly acqaicdcd in the abfolutc right, 
which every man, in a folcmn war, acquires in the property which 
he t.akes from the enemy, and that without lulc or meafurc |. 
When, therefore, dr.-’ngers obtain, either by clnncc or accident, a 
fcttlemeni in any region, the) arc not to look back citlicr to the 
judicc or injudice of tliat force, which originally defined the ufages, 
xar edabhflicd the government of the country, into whofc bofom 
they arc received as fuhjcdts 

This was certainly the cafe of the Enghdi Ead-India Company, 
in thofe two fetilcmcnts, the Carnatic and Bengal, in which their 
fcrvanis, aided by the force of the State, have made fo fplcndid a 
figure for the nation, at lead fo profitable an adventure for them- 

• Atidot dcRcpob lib i cop 4 Xenoph i3c Ii(> Cjr I.- Grot Iib in c 6 f ft 3 
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felves. In both countries, they owned themfelves, and they natu- 
rally were, the fubje£ts of the Mogul empire f* They receiied the 
phvmdns of the Emperor, with every eaftern ceremony:):, upon 
various occafions they voluntarily proflrated themfelves, and fome- 
times with their hands bound, in the prefence of that monarch, 
with all the humility of eaftern flaves j| , they paid him a yearly 
revenue , and, to ufe the hyperbolical language of Alia, they “ wor- 
“ fhippcd the fhadow of his greatnefs, in his lieutenants and go- 
“ vernors The Mogul and his officers confidered them, in re- 
turn, in the light of good fubjedls H , and, upon occafions of dif- 
trefs or injuftice, interfered in their favour, and protedled their per- 
fons and property To a certain pnnce, who now complains of 
their injuftice, they esprefled themfelves, about thirty years ago, 
“ We are at your fervice, if you can truft us words as expreffive 
of their obedience to him, as they are of doubts concerning their 
own fincenty-l- 

Thehiftory of Hindoftan, before the Mahommedans extended their 
invafions to that country, is either involved in fable, or disfigured by 
allegories , which, to their natural obfcurity, have added the difficul- 
ties anfing from a language, little ftudied and lefs underftood The 
authority of one monarch is faid to have extended itfelf over all 
India, in remote antiquity; but, either through the negligence or 
weaknefsof the princes who reigned, the Governors of the different 
provinces, throwing off their allegiance, affumed the titles as well 
as the independence of fovereigns, about the year 6i8. In this 
fituation they had continued for fome ages, pnor to the efiabliffiment 
of a Mahommedan fovereignty at Ghizni, in the mountains to the 
north-weft of the weftern branch of the Indus. This happened 


Vide \cconnts cf India paHim. 
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about the middle of the tenth century, under Abiftagi, who had re- 
^ohcd Irom the kingdom oi Bochara ; and whofe fucccflbr Suhuc- 
ngi became the anceftor of a long line of kings. 

Sc\cral hlahommcdans Ird made predatory c\pcdiiions into India, 
piiorto the foundation of the kingdom of Ghi7ni , hut Mamood, 
the Ion of SulniClagi, \\as the fufl who cRahltflicd his authority to 
the caR of the fi\c g-cat rners, which form the Indus Mamood 
mounted the throne of Ghi7ni, in the )car of our a.ra 997 In his 
7cal to propagate the faith of Mahommed, but, more probably, 
prompted h> his aaaricc, he made man) expeditions into India , and 
haaing retained the places which he had fubdued, extended his con" 
qucRs and dominions to the kingdoms of Ajmerc, Gu7crat, and 
cacn to a part of Malaaa Thirteen princes of the family of Mamood 
inherited his empire, hut nunc of them his talents InRcad of ex- 
tending, the), at length, loR all their dominions to the petty pnnees 
of Ghor, who had been their fubiciRs , and who mounted the throne 
of the I^Iahommcdan conqucRs in India, in the )car ii8| The 
dvnaRy of Ghor, fubfiRing in the perfons and defendants of the 
adopted Raves of that famils, poRcRcd the throne, without extend- 
ing their dominions, for the fpaec of one hundred and four years'^. 

In the year 12S9, Ferofe, the firR of the dtnaRy of Chilligi, 
haaing cxtinguiRied the race of Ghor, obtained the throne of Delhi 
Alla-ul-dicn, the nephew of this prince, was the firR Mahomme- 
dan, who entered the Dccan t In a predatory expedition, which 
he undertook in the year 1293, he furprifed Dcogirc, afterw'ards 
called Dov latabad The incredible booty which he found in this 
place, enabled him, foon after, by the murder of his uncle Ferofe, 
to mount the throne of Delhi H Alla-ul-dicn held with Mgour the 
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feeptre, Tvhicli be had obtained by injuftice. Having impofed an 
annual tiibute'on the Rajah of Deogire, which that prince had neg- 
leded to pay, the Etaperoi ordered an army againft him, in the year 
1305, under the condudb of Malleck CafFoor, who was at once his 
minifter, favourite, and catamite §. 

Malleck Caffoor having penetrated the mountains of Bucklana, 
entered, and leduced into the form of ajirovince, the country of 
the Marattas , and pioceeding to Deogire, received the fubmiflion of 
the Rajah, whom he carried in triumph to Delhi Purfuing, in 
the enfuing year, his good fortune, ^ he entered the province of Tel- 
lingana, befieged Lidderdeo, the Rajah, m his capital of Arinkil, 
which he took by aflault. The Rajah, driven to extremity, bought 
his peace with three hundred elephants, feven thoufand horfe, and 
money and jewels to a vaft amount, agreeing to pay an annual tri- 
bute to the Empire i . Encouraged by thefe lepeated fuccefles, Gaf- 
foor, refolving to pufii his conquefls to the fouthern extremity of 
India, marched, in the year 1310, through Telhngana and Golconda, 
pafled the river Criftna, and entered the Carnatic. Having engaged 
and taken in battle Bellal-Deo, Rajah of the Carnatic, he ravaged 
the country, plundered the temples, and, in a mofque, which he 
built, read the Chutba in his mailer’s name, as fovereign of that ex- 
tenfuc piOYince In a fourth expedition, undertaken in the year 
1311, Caffoor feizcd and put to death the refradlory Rajah of Deo- 
girc, ravaged the country of the Marattas, and penetrating to the 
coall of Malabar, reduced feveral provinces along the Ihoie of the 
ocean. Aftei this expedition, he took up his relidence at Deogire, 
and, as Nizam or Viceroy of the Decan, raifed the annual tribute 
from the Rajahs of Telhngana, Carnatic, and other conquered pio- 
vmccs 
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Mallcck C-vfFoor, upon llic dcaih of Alla ul-dicn, haMiig f(.i7cd 
ihc ihronc> ^^as aflalTinalcd b) fomc of the ofFuen of the court, rnd 
hluharic, the fon of Alla-ul-dicn, and the loimh prince of the race 
of Chilhgi, mounted the throne During- the confufions whicli 
attended tlic ufurpalion, the reduced princes of tlic Decan ic\ohcd, 
under tlic conduiH; of Hirpaldco, the ncphcv\ of llie llaiali of Dco- 
girc. Hirpaldco being defeated, talcn, flcad alive, and beheaded 
ly Mubaric, the proMnccs of the South icturncd to their former 
dependence on the Mahommedan empire of Delhi')' IMubaric, 
imitating liis father, inverted his catamite, Ciiufero Clu'n, with the 
enfigns of ro)alt}, and font him from Doi.databad, with a part of hts 
arm), to reduce the proMnccs on the coart of Malabar. TIic im- 
menfe plunder acquired b) Chufero, m this expedition, encouraged 
him to afptre to the throne, winch, by the murder of Muhanc, the 
lart of the race of Chilligi, he mounted m the )car 1321 , but, 
after he had reigned rttc month<;, he was defeated and rtain In Ghari 
hlallcck, who became Ins fuccciTor, under the name of Tiiglick 
Shaw j;. 

Tlic I rinces of the Decan, rtill aterfe to the )okc of the Ma- 
hommedans, had revolted during the ufurpalion of Cluifcro, and 
Tughch, foon after his acccrtion to the imperial dignity, difpatchcd 
his cldert fon, Ahgh Cli'm, to chaftifc the infiirgcnts Ahgh Ch m, 
though he faded in the firrt expedition, by the dcfcrtion of his 
nobles, returned in the fuccccding )car, and having retaken the 
the capital of Tclhngana, reduced the revolted provinces. Having, 
in the year 1326, fuccccdcd his father Tughek in the throne, b)' the 
name of Mahommed, he became a great conqueror Either in per- 
fon, or b) liis generals, he fubjeded all thofc vart provinces, winch 
c acr.d from Chuiagong, on the caftern fliorc of the bay of Bengal, 
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to the Qcean, which wafhes the extenfive coaft of Malabar. Ex- 
tending his conqueftsj along the coaft of Coromandel, he reduced 
the Carnatic to Cape Comorin, the extremity of the Decan, and 
ftretching his authority with his arms from fea to fea, made the 
whole peninfula dependent on the empire of Delhi §. 

Sultan Mahommed, having by his wild fchemes, ambition and 
avarice, created a general difguft, many of the nobles, whom he 
had left in governments in the Decan, confederating under his 
nephew Kirfliafib, arofe m rebellion Kirfhafib being defeated 
under the walls of Deogire, by the Emperor in perfon, fled to the 
Rdjah of Compala in the Carnatic, who, endeavouring to proteft 
the fugitive, was overcotae in battle, and taken prifoner by the Im- 
periahfts. Kiiftiafib having, in the mean time, made his' efcape, threw 
himfelf into the hands of Bellaldeo, Rajah of the whole Carnatic, 
That prince, acknowledging his own fubjedlion to the Mahom- 
medaft government’*‘, delivered the fugitive to his offended uncle, 
who ordered him to be flead alive, and to be fhewn, a horrid fpec- 
tacle, all around the city of Deogire. Mahommed, in order to re- 
tain with more eafe his vaft conquefts in the Decan, refolved to 
make Deogire the feat of empire , and, to people it with the greater 
expedition, he ordered Delhi to be deftroyed, and the inhabitants to 
be carried to his new capital f. 

The prefence of Mahommed in Deogire repreffed, for fome time, 
the fpirit of revolt, whith had fo frequently appeared in the Decan. 
But when difturbances in the North and Eaft, and efpecially a re- 
bellion in Bengal, recalled him from the fouthern provinces, a con- 
fpiracy was formed, by the principal Hindoos, to recover their 
independence, by expelling all the Mahommedans from the Decan. 
Kmfa-naig, the Ton ofLidderdeo, the depofed Rajah of Tellingana, 
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mcil InMiiq ilctcrmiiiul l>i :t> ''lUjuci the IVnn, in :l)c^c^r 1."^ }S, 
tin ulcd tint Mil cci'iii’.n iiitii tl ole lo’u |'«ninct', vhuli licc'.ii c, 
iftrtt. .ri's 1> i: mtlcp'.nH.it MTlmimnnhn It ;c,ci; ntic" lie 
en'e Cil into n iiclr' ..uhliut i)\ci nr>m \.h(Mn lie npi > nltd, tiuI 
\ n Lcd \ 't’ niiei:', tint tl.c\ riutii'tl Tnnnilh into ilic lin- 
] :.) vl l C'Um , nc'.r nine millu'ii' t>l onr tnt'nc\ 1 lie Ilindm-, 
either tcrnricil < r ilclcitcd h tl'c Iripcrnl nmiic , Item to ln\c 
icmrncd to their lorinct tlcpriulciuc , wlien i hu'<’c i rcMMilion 
rendered the Pen i r.nircU nu'r| '■lu’ri.t t i the thnnic of Pel'n 

Hie M-’ hop I nee’ 'll prince', vlo Ind tUchK iciei.cd o\cr the 
prcltcft p^'t ot Indn, lor inure tlnti three erimuic'', hid fiipjinrtcd 
tl cir Tmhcn:% -nv m tie intnc, h; the mem of lni(!\ troops, 
cillcd fro’n the p ^ nuc l'c\oi d the liu’ii I lie ilnel''. or IcTdcm 
cl ihr/c n'cucinric Ind lormciK ki cd the tlirone, v Inch they 
Ind I’ccn 1 ued to t’clend , or, it Icifl, Ind ipproptnted to them- 
fc'vc'' p'tnincc , in the rcdiiAio i of v Inch the) Ind been cinplojcd 
l>\ the couit ol Pvlbi 1 hr injuflKC, on their pirt, frcijiicntl) 
citTicd jciloul . in the mind of the prince ^ hnfe pi) the) rtccncd 
I’h ts -'fi-'iliiniinns nd cicn nnli-’crc’ Ind nficn been the confo- 
tjLC'KC oi thole pifiinin, v, hen cT-ricd to cMreinc 

S ii m ' 1 th m 1 cd, hceomnip icalom ot hn Niogiil irerccinrici> 
Inti o'v Mtd rnin oj their chicls to he murdered it n fcill to v Inch 
the Ini’ l),e 1 tuschcttnid inMted< rinifc w ho rennim d, drtid- 
jnp tlie fitnc itc, reicltul, foipnltd l)o\ I'tihid, tuI, in the 
it,r I*J7, iincfled I(n -el hnehe, one ol their chni , v uh the 
ol ro It, under tlie inme ot 'NAlir-til-ihen Tins iku 
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monarch was, foon after, defeated in battle, and befieged in Dowla- 
tabad, by Sultan Maliommed A rebellion in Guzerat having called 
the Emperor to that province', flie vanq'uiHied Moguls aflembled 
imdcr HaOTen Caco Bemini, defe'ated the Imperialifts who befieged 
Dowlatabad, and drove them towards hlalava. Halfen Caco, under 
the title of Alla-ul-dien, alTumed tke royal enfigns, which had beeir 
rehgned, in his favour, by Nahf-ul-dien Whilft Sultan Mahom- 
med was meditating an expedition againfl: the rebels, he died, on his 
march to Tatta on the banks of the Indus, in 1352 

Ferofe Shaw, who fucceeded his uncle Mahommed in the throne 
of Delhi, was a good and humane man, but a weak prince. More, 
attentive to the improvement of the dominions', which he poflelTed, 
than to the recovery of thole, which his predeceflbrs Iiad loft, he- 
emancipated, by a formal treaty-, both the Decan and Bengal, from" 
the governmeat of the empire , upon condition of their paying a 
fmall annual tribute The debility of Ferofe defeended to his pofte- 
rity and fucceflbrs, who were engaged in a civil war, which had; 
fprung from a difputed fucceflion, when, in 1397^ Timur §, by an 
mvafion of Hindoftani broke entirely the power of an empire al- 
ready mutilated and divided* In Maihood, who then poffefled the 
Imperial title, but no authority, the dominion of the race of Tuglick 
Shaw expired. The family of Beloli Lodi, a noble Afgan, obtained 
the throne of Delhi in 1450’, which they held for feventy-five 
3'ears , till by the defeat and death of Ibrahim, the third of the race,, 
the empire was transferred to the Moguls, m the perfon of the great 
Sultan Baber, lineally defeended from Timur*. 

Sultan Baber found too much employment, in fettling the 'domi- 
nions, which he had wrefted from the family of Lodi, to avail him- 
felf of the ancient claims of the empire, on the revolted provinces. 

I Dow, vol I p 336, ® Dow, vol. Ji. p) 1 1 1 
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D>in;; in ilic pnmc ol hfo, in lie \.i<; fuccccdcd in llic throne, 
Inii not in his good lortunc, h) his Ton Ihnmionn, \ lio, after n 
troubldomc and diliflroir i<-ign of lvcl\c )cars, a.is expelled {rom 
his dominions In Shore iSInv. , an Afg.Mi, wiio uiurped the throne. 
Hunnioon, nficr .an C'lle of luoUc acars, returned to Hindoflan 
\Mlh an .arnn , and, ha\ing conic to hnillc wUhSccunder Sinn, the 
lafl P-’t.an polklhir of the throne of Delhi, transfc’-red tlicgoicrn- 
nicnt, a leeond tune, to the honfe of Timur But d)ing hy a fall 
in the foMoi.ing a ear. he le'ft the "ict unfeitled empire to his fon 
Ael har, \.ho \\ a^; flill a Miuth | 

Though Ackhir, \ahcther \\e* regard his clnrieler or liis good 
fortune, w^soiie of the greatefl princes who c\cr fat on the throne 
oflltndoflan, he ncglcded, for ni'>ny } cars, to rcanc the preten- 
hons of the empire, to the Ivingdoms of the Dccan 

The internal hidorv of tliofe c\tcnfi\c countries, v.liich form the 
pcninfuH of India within the Ganges, flill remains iniohcd in the 
obfcuni) of an unknowu tongue. The eminent writer if, who has 
faioured the public with the hiflor} of the empire of Delhi, had alfo 
an intention of tranflaluig, from the Pcrfnn language, that of the 
Mahommedan foacrcigntics of the Dccan But other purfuils lia% - 
mg prc\cntcd ilic execution of his defign, we mud content our- 
fehes with the fe\. lights which arc llirown on this fubjeft, b) its 
connexion with the affairs of the Moguls The information of 
tratcllcrs, whether they only aifitcd the coafis, or c\cn penetrated 
the counir}, gnes little fatisfaflion with regard to fuch rcaolutions 
as happened in former .ages. Though wortliy of credit m their 
narrali\e of tranfaflions v Inch fell wuhin the circle of their pcrfonal 
knowledge, the) lofc thcmfcUcs m unccrtaint) and fable when they 
recur to ancient tunes Where the great line of fadls is afccrtaincd 
by domcftic hiflory, we ma) fafcl) rely on their fidelity rclatue to 
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circumftances , but when we find them without a guide, we arc in- 
danger of being led into a region of clouds and darknefs 

In the reign of Ackbar, the conquefts of the Mahommedans m 
the Decan, were found to have been divided into four principalities, 
under- the pofterity of the Moguls, who had revolted fiom the 
empire ofDelhi, about the middle of the fourteenth century Thefe 
were the kingdoms of Chandez, Berar, Golconda, and Bijapour§, 
the latter known in Europe by the name of Vifiapour. Chandez, 
the capital of which was called Burhanpour, comprehended the 
extenfive countries lying between the mountains near the Nirbidda 
and the fpnngs of the Ganga Berar, whofe chief town was Ah- 
mednagur, lay between the Ganga and the Soan 5 and the domi- 
nions of the king of Brjapour, who refided in a city of the fame 
name, feem to have extended themfelves from the fources of the 
Cnftna, to the fouthern extremity of the kingdom of Myfore. The 
territories of the king of Golconda, beginning, on theEaft and North, 
on the banks of the Gandevari and Ganga, comprehended the whole 
coaft, from Orifla to Cape Comorin , being feparated, on the Weft, 
from the kingdom of Bijapour, by the vaft mountains of Gata, 
which divide the coaft, of Coromandel from that of Malabar 

The authority, which thofe princes exercifed over the territones, 
which they aS’edted to comprehend within their refpedtive king- 
doms, feems to have been various, both 111 its kind and degree 
Contrary to the ufages of other Mahommedansr they permitted ho- 
nours, governments, and real property to defeend, in regular fuc- 
ceftlon, from father to fon. Thofe hereditary chieftains, though they 
owned themfelves fubjedls, executed all the funftions of fovereignty, 
within their governments They fortified their places of refi- 
dence againft the tyranny of their prince, as well as againft the 
injuftice of neighbours , and they not only made war upon one an- 
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ether, but fr^quenth look up arms ag.iinfl llicir fox cicign They 
botnul b\ their tenures tu gi\c an atunni tiihiitc to fupport liis 
dignit\ , hut the legulnrits of the pnincnfi clipcnckd on Ins power 
to cnfouc ihtin T Ik nghts oI ilie M ihoni.iKilan';, in fliort, dif- 
fered in rotliirg f’-oin thofe chinud In the hcrcditir) RijilK , wlio, 
upvin ngrecing to p^rkirtn mihtir\ ferine, and to pa\ an annual tri- 
bute, were k'lt in the inaingcnKiit of tlKir rcf)ic£li\c doniinioiK 
As long .li thcN performed the conditions of their dependence, tlic 
prince never Intel fered with tlic intcinal nianagcincnt of tlieir coun- 
tries, but wlicii tlic) faded in their dutv, and he found himfclf 
pollefled of power fufiicicnl to enforce his authorit>, citlicr he flript 
them entireh of their territories, or made them pa) fevcrcl) for 
their rcfraiflor) conduiR 

To tlicfc difadv antages at home, were added perpetual fears from 
abroad Tlic empire of Delhi had never rclmquiflicd its preten- 
fions to the fovcrcignt) of the Dccan , and nothing had hitherto 
prevented its enforcing its claims, but the want of power The 
martial charaflcr of Ackbar had imprcfled with fuch terror the 
mind of Mubarick Shaw, king of Chandc/, that in the )car 15G3 
he paid homage atMcndu, the capital of Malava, which the emperor 
bad ]u(l tcduccd into the form of a province Though Ackbar 
alwa)s viewed the Dccan “ with an C)C of conqueR,” an opportu- 
nit) for hoRilitics did not offer nfclf for more than tw enty ) cars 
In I5'd5, the brother of Ivlurtiza Nizam, king of Golconda, n)ing 
ta '^gra, prevailed upon ihc emperor to order the Mogul governor 
of Malava to invade the Dccan, but the princes of that countr)’- 
joining in conftdcrac) agaiiiR the invaders, the imperialiRs were 
obliged to retreati In the )car 1588, the emperor difpatchcd am- 
baffadors to the four Rates of the Dccan, left, to gam their fav'our 
than to learn their vveaknefs ^ , and to derive, from their c'rpciftcd 

• Dsvs \cl I n :jS i Ibid p z~^ ILiJ p :S4 
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refufal of demands, winch could not be granted, a pretence for 
Vsar. 

The faAmurablc opportunity fo long fougl'f by Acl bar, prefented 
itfclf in the year 1593. A difputcd fucccffion bad l.indlcd a civil 
war in the Lingdom of Bcrar, and one party ajijibcd for aid to the 
Mogul. A numerous army laid ficgc to Abincdnagui, ibe capital, 
m 1595, but the views of the emperor were, for this time, fruf- 
trated by powerful fuccouisfcnt to the beficgcd, by tlic other princes 
of the Dccan. In the year 1600, AcLbai having taken Ahmedna- 
gur, the capital of Berar, by his generals, and Afcrc, in the do- 
minion of Chandez, in perfon, both kingdoms were 1 educed into 
the form of provinces J Ibrahim Add, king ofBijapotir, tcrrificcl 
by the fuccefs and vicinity of the Moguls, folicitcd peace, paid lio- 
mage, and fubjeded bimfclf to an annual tribute to the empire §; 
upon winch Ackbar annexed liis conqucfls, m the Decan, to his 
other royal titles, an a proclamation 

The emperor Ackbar dying in 1605, was fucceeded in the throne 
of the Moguls, by his only furviving fon Sultan Selim, who af- 
fumed, upon his acceflion, the name of Jehangire During the 
firfl; fix years of the reign of this prince, the conquefts of his fa- 
ther in the Decan remained undifturbed and confirmed in his hands 
In 1611, Amar Sinka, chief of the Marattas, diftinguifhed by the 
title of Rana, fetting fuddenly on the Impcnal troops m the pro- 
vince of Chandez, defeated them || , and an army fent againfl; him, 
under Sultan Purvez the emperor’s fecond fon, retreated on account 
of diffenfions among the nobles. Jehangire, alarmed at the pro- 
grefs of the Rana, moved the Imperial ftandard towards Ajraere, 
difpatched the famous Mohamet Chan to command the army, and, 
after him, his third fon Sultan Churrum, known better by the name 
of Shaw Jehan. That prince entered the mountains, defeated the 

t Dow, vol 11 p 295 S Ibid jj Dow, \ol iii p 39 
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Fv-im. m rom>: I’u’ccifuc P.iriiun\t.‘., took his capinl, forced him to 
throw himfclt M lus feet, nod imp'^Ed upon him an annual tri- 
bute ' Inc \cirs after t' is paci!ic''*ion, Sh n% Jelnn Ind the good 
forvtn.c to inMimdatc into fuh'iiin'ion the p.i i.ca of tlic Decan, who 
had confcdenitd agunfl the empire Some of thoE princes attend- 
ed him to the preleiKC of tlu emperor, and agreed to j>ay a fettled 
tnhutc for the future -j*. 1 i the >ear it'cr, the 1 imzs of Golconda 

-nd Bippour rcfufing to pa the llipul ucd PeidKuflr, were again 
reduced to their dcpeMdencc, h} the aims of Shaw jehan:], aeho 
foieed them to pa> the ariC'rs of their tribute, a.hich \\a5 fettled at 
the annual lum of fitt\-fnc lacl of rup..cs § 

Shan ]clm, encouraged In his lucccfs in the Decan, rebelled 
againfl his lather, but being deteated In that pi nice, and aftci wards 
In his elder brother, Siiltsn Bure c', he retired into the mountains of 
Ballagat, under the proteflion ol his former enemies, particularly 
the liana p. Drnen to c\trcmit\ h\ his bad fortune, he foheued 
and obtained pardon fri m lehangirc, but he ehofe m remain in the 
countries a here he had taken refuge, till the death of his father 
dclncrcd him, from hib fears •’iid placed him on the throne During 
the latter acars of the emperor Jehangire., the princes of the Decan, 
though impatient of their dependence on the court of Delhi, were 
retrained from hoftihtic':, b) the reputation of thofe general, whom 
the Moguls cmplo)cd in the conquered kingdoms of Berar and 
Chandc? 

Sliaa Jehan, ha\ mg obtained the throne of Hindoflan foon after 
the death of his father in iCaB, became a great prince His tca- 
loul) ol- Chan Jehan Lodi, one of his principal Omrahs, who was 
dcfecndcd from the Patan family, who formcrl) ponclTcd tlic empire 
of Delhi, became the fourcc of a new a.ar in the Decan. Lodi, 
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having taken refuge in Dowlalabad, had the addrefs to unite, in one 
confederacy, againft the empire, Add Shaw king of Eijapour, Ni- 
zam Shaw fovereign of Golconda, and Chuttiib id Dicn, w'ho flyled 
himfelf prince of Hydrabad and Tellingana. Shaw Jehan marched 
from Agra on the fourth of February 1631, with 300,000 men , 
and having arrived at the capital of the province of Chandez, 
he detached armies into the dominions of the confederates. Not- 
withftanding the atflivity and abilities of Lodi, who commanded the 
forces of the allies, they found themfelves incapable of refiftmg the 
great force of the enemy Inftead of oppofing that force in the 
field, they fiiut themfelves up in their fortrcfTcs Shaw Jehan laid 
wafte the country^ and a dreadful famine was added to the cala- 
mities of war The vizier Afiph Jab, having ravaged wnih fire and 
fword the kingdom of Bijapour, the fovereign of that country came 
into terms, when nothing worthy of defence was left. The kings 
of Golconda and Tellingana fued for peace, in the fame fubmiflive 
-terms. A peace was granted, upon their paying large fums of mo- 
ney, with an annual tribute; the emperor keeping, by way of fc- 
cunty, poffeffion of fuch forts as had fallen into his hands * 

Notwithftanding this pacification, the war was renewed in the 
year 1633 ‘by the Impcrialifls, under the conduiR of Mohabet Chan, 
governor of Chandez, who, leading an army into Golconda, took 
the impregnable city of Dowlatabad, by the treachery of its gover- 
nor, the fon of Mailed. Amber, w^ho had fo often fignalizcd him- 
felf againft the Moguls. The old king of Golconda was dead , an 
infant had fuccccded to the throne, and he was fent in triumph to 
Agra, w'hilft his dominions were reduced into the form of a pro- 
vince, and annexed to »he empire f • The further progrefs of Mo- 
ihabet, who had refolvcd to invade the dominions of Tellingana, was 
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cil I'l. ,oloul\ ol Sultin hiijT, tlic cmji.ioiN fccond Ton, 
wlu) Ir.l 1 .Kil the iri.n 

In i6;6.Sln\\ Itlnn, ln\ iii/" lornicd .1 rcfoltHi'ni to reduce cn- 
\ .tiN the ^i^h I’nnicdin hnctci/, Uic* <>{ tli^ tmtehed from 

on tlie 1 ’ d <'i Oi.\ohrt , h H he d’<l 5 ni ■'rri\f ti no\.hlibn(l 
till the 1 tvtt end of the run\ le 'ion ui Hi' forv-c \%crc fo 

nm'’irtei ' Ic dnu'ctl tliein into tecNc Trintc'-, vhieh he r«nt, 
ti idct lescKt. leMlr'-', inti' the 1 t 1 ,dnm'- nf Ih)npoiir Ttul rcllinc;nin 
W^r VT', -'t o’.cc, in ill j'tr* of the dom.nion'' of the two 1 inf;r 
I lie (’pen co'intTv i (nh nittcd to fire ind fuord, llic j^nrnfoni 
"h.ih refidcd \ ere ml nil to n imn One hundred ind {iftccn 
to. •’id einir-; \\ etc <h(’ro\cd in tlic f. 'CC of onc)eir T!ic 
c’ 'Icv*'-! 'te , d.ncn to c\ -cniit* , iinplnred ior j ciec, .'Inch vis 
"r’t .cd nr n tc. n Imtihlc to the nrc'-fln) ni their condit nn. 1 hc> 
were re-rl’-hh'hcd In conitniihon' fmin the cinj'er.ir, liercditir) 
pixcrtin-' o' tlicir (n n do innio k, upon it^rceitip, to pne •'n cnor- 
nio'”' '.inipl tr Initc, t!ie tir.'l piMuent to h- iinde it the fit ning of 
the ticit\ ldic\ v.cic, hcl'dc'. to ichnov. Icdpc the emperor ind 
hn h.ccefior’;, lo-d'; ]nrinnniiit of their coiintrie' , ind to dcUgn 
thc.ifcUe^ in ill their jnihlK deeds’, the luinhlc Hincs of tlic 
c.njnrc o! the Mopu].- 

To i\ c the irihuliric' in'o in ohfcnincc of the treat), Slnw 
Jchin occupied with pirr.'on ill the phcc, v.lncli he' hid tihen in 
Telhn"am ind hii q our .Sc%cril i circ of trimjuilht) fuccccded 1 
V ir, \ Inch Ind encAmlN hrol cn the fpirit of the Mn(]uinicd The 
tribute, 1 Inch they Ind undcrtil en to pi), ind which the) durft 
notceide, h) hciw upon their fimnecs The) refohed, iherc- 
Torc, .0 fcirch for refourcci be}ond the limits of their immediate 
do anions ind to e\tort fro'U their tnbiilincs ihofe Aims which 
they i.erc obliged to pi) to the empire ]. '1 he moA wealth), and 
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confcqucntly llic mofl; powerful, of tliofc tributaries was the Rajah of 
the Cainatic, a country tlicn better known by the name of Bigcn- 
agnr I’he R^jah liad furniflicd a pretence for war, by rcfufing or 
ncglcdlmg to lend, as tiibutary, the flipulatcd fuccours, upon the 
rcquifition of the king of Bijapour, when the emperor Shaw Jehan 
lUvaded his dominions'^. 

To explain this fubjedt, it is ncccffary to recur to a period of 
more remote antiquity When the Mahommedans penetrated into 
the Carnatic, under the condudt of Malicck CafFoor, in the year 
1310+, Bellaldeo, king of tliat country, v/as fovcrcign of the Icing- 
doms of Canara, Myforc, and Travancorc, togctlicr with Tanjore, 
Marava, and Madura To fecure his wealth and family in the 
mountains, whihl he oppofed the Mahommedans m the plain 
country, he built the city of Bigenagur §, about a hundred and 
eighty geometrical miles to the fouth-caft from Goa || 

The new city, becoming the capital, communicated its name to 
the dominions of Bellaldeo, which, for fome centurie'^, were diftin- 
guifhed by the title of the empire of Bigenagur. When the Decan 
was lofl to the crown of Delhi in 1347, the dependence of the tri- 
butary Rajahs pafled to the new fovereignties, erefted by the Mogul 
mercenaries, who had revolted The intermediate hiftory of the 
Carnatic, between the revolt and the middle of the fixteenth cen- 
tury, IS involved m darknefs, which has not hitherto been pene- 
trated. In the year 1565, Bigcnagin was attacked, by the united 
force of the four Mahommedan punces of the Dccan Having 
defeated the king in battle, they entered and plundered his capital ; 
and though they did not retain their conquefts, the diflradions 
which follovied their vi£tory broke the empire to pieces, and di- 
vided the country among many chiefs, who affumed the indepen- 

*♦ Thevenot’s Travtl), part iii &c § Doiv, vo! i 

•f- Dow, vol I II Letires Edifiantes, tom xxiii, 

J DcFana, vol i p 55 S.C vol up 83—142 ^ Dc Faria, p z,2 
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dcncc of fo\crcii5n5 ^ But noiv/uliftanflmg this temporary chnolii- 
tion of the empire, all its proMiicc . fec.n to lia\ cb.cn united under 
one king in ijp/- This prince, v horn \.c oiil) knoA liy tlic disfi- 
gured name ot \Vcniakapati, kept his court at Kandc-Ghen 
three miles from the iamous Pagoda at Tnpcti, and fift) -three to 
the norlh-cah of '\rcot His anccRors vrcrc faid to haac compre- 
hended \Mthin their dominions all the countries from Goa to Cape 
Comorin, but it appears that, latol), the Naigs of Traaancorc, hla- 
dura, Tanjorc, and Gingcc, had thrown olF the }okc of their fo- 
Tcrcign, the king of the Carnatic 

Nothing of importance is recorded concerning the Carnatic from 
this period forward, till its entire conqucfl b) the Mahommedans, 
about the middle of the fcacntccnth centurj The kings of Bija- 
pour and Golconda, offended with the Rajah for rcfufing fuccours 
againfl Shaw Jehan, and defirous to fuppl) the wade made by the 
war in their own trcafurcs h) the wealth of the Carnatic, minded 
that country i.uh all their forces The king of Bijapour, haiing 
entered it through the mountains, fcizcd Vclorc, wliicli w'as then 
the capital, and baling taken Gingcc and fcicral other places of 
flrcngth, penetrated as far as Porto Noio and the cape of Negapa- 
tam The famous Amir Jumia, who made afterwards fo great a 
figure under the emperor Aurungzebe, led the troops of Golconda, 
and fcizcd the proiinccs along the coafl: of Coromandel The v ar 
began in 1650, and lafled fi\ jears, before the Mahommedans re- 
duced the Carnatic and its dependencies, with all their ftrong for- 
treffes, into the form of a proimcc 

In his cxpcdiuon into the Carnatic, and the conqucfl: of that 
country, Amir Junila acquired much wealth for lus maftcr, but 
more for himfclf Cuttub, wifhing to poflcfs a larger portion of 

* Fredcnc’s Yo) ^pu(i PureVss, Let er, p ppc — 

\oliii p 17 t Lp li dc I cb Jaran ct Indir ab I-ra\o 

f Vide Lettics EditiaiitC', paEm — JtfuitN Collc.^ p -7^ — Sr5 

G z 


C H A P. 
II 


Rnoltof the 
Na rl! of f 
dun, 1 an- 
jorc, S.C. 

Entire con- 
qi ell of iho 
Carnatic 


16^6 

Qaarrtl be- 
tiseen t''C 
I ng of Tel 
Ing-ra and 
Amir jjmla 


the 



HISTORY AND MANAGEMENT OF 


44 


CHAP 

ir 

< — ^ 


Jumla takes 
lefuge with 
Aurungzebe 


War, on his 
account, 
againft the 
king. 


the rpoil, had raifed the fears of Jumla, who prudently gamed the 
frienddup and claimed the protcdlion of Aurungzebe, who com-s 
manded'for his father Shaw Jehan in the neighbouring countries. 
When Jumla v/ithdrew .himfelf from the fervicc of Guttub, that 
prince imprifoned his fon, as the beft hoftage for his fathci’s return. 
The influence of Jumla turned the arms of the Moguls againft his 
old mafter. Mahommed, the eldeft fon of Aurungzebe, was cn- 
trufted with the management of this war^ a brave, a haughty, and 
an obftinate youth, not to be fwayed from his purpofe,' either by 
argument or fear. He entered the dominions of Guttub, who in- 


who IS finpt 
of every thing 
but the title 
of prince 


>557 

War with Bi 
japour. 


reduced to the 
fame abjeft 
condition 


ftantly paid the arrears of his tribute, and releafed the fon of Jumla; 
but the wea!lth of that lord he ftill retained Mahommed ftormed 
Hydrabad. He defeated Guttub before the old city of Golconda. 
Guttub threw himfclf in vain at the feet of the viftor, 1ill he pro- 
duced Ins daughter Rizia. Her beauty foftened the rigour of Ma- 
hommed , and a peace was concluded which ftarce left any thing 
btit the title of prince to the unfortunate Cutlub ^ 

Whilft the fovereign of Telhngana was reduced to this ahjed con- 
dition, a fimilar fate hovered over the head of the king of Bijapour. 
Upon the death of Add Shaw, his fon, without afking the permif- 
miflion of his lord paramount, mounted his father’s throne This 
conduct was highly refented by Shaw Jehan, who confidcred Bija- 
pour as an appendage of his empire Jumla, who had been appoint- 
ed vifier, was ordered with an army to depofe the fon of Add, Au- 
rungzebe, who commanded in the province of Ghandez, joined the 
vifier with his forces. That prince took the ftrong city of Bider 
by aflault, where he found all the wealth of Bijapour. He de- 
feated the young king before Kdburga , he befieged and took the 
place by aflault. The young king threw himfelf at the feet of the 
Vidor, who permitted him to remain governor of his own domi- 


* Dffw, vol, iH. p. 205 — 206, 
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nions, upon paying the c\pcnccs of the war, together with a fettled ^ ^ P 

annual tribute, amounting to 1,875,000! of our money, and, to ' — > 

fccure the allegiance and tribute of Bijapour, Mogul garnfons were 
placed in all the flrong places within the kingdom^. Aurungzebe 
Ind fettled the affairs of the Dccan with fucb prudence and ability 
that the foiithcrn proiinccs remained quiet under the government of 
his fccond fon Mahommed Mauzim, during the civil wars, which 
ended in placing him on the throne of the Moguls. 

At this period of the hiftory of the Dccan, e are left to wander ^Vre'fhed 
without a guide, or to the uncertain light furniflied by travellers, 
who had neither leifure, nor, perhaps, abilities to inquire into pall Tdlmgana 
revolutions The peace concluded with Mahommed, the fon of 
Aurungzebe, in 1656, had been fo humiliating and unfavourable 
to the kingdom of Tclbngana, that the monarch was llript of au- 
thority in his own dominions, and his country c^pofed to mvafion. anthontj 
The ambaffador of Aurungzebe, at the court of his tributary, af- 1667 
fumed the (late, and poffcffcd the power of a fovercign He com- ZnbiiTador' 
manded, threatened, influfled puniflimcnts, gave pafs-porls, without 
either meafurc or fear of controul. The Ipints of Cuttub having 
fallen with the lofs of his authority, he abandoned the reins of go- Tie kmg 
vernment, and fliut himfelf up in his palace , being unwilling to rci^s'^ofgoI'° 
expofe to public view that wretched figure, a king deprived of all 
influence and potacr This feclufion of the monarch brought dif- 
trefs upon his people The t)ranny of the nobles was without Ddrefs of ihe 
controul , the additional imports, on account of the heavy tribute to 
the Mogul, the difadvantagcs of a goaernment at Inch oppreffed, 
without being able to protcifl, the fubjed, had rcndeied the people They^Mdifor 
melancholy and difcontcntcd, “ breathing after nothing but the 
luft, at leaft firm and equal government of Aurungzebe f ” The Bjapurm 
kingdom of Biiapour had been reduced to the fame wretched flats 

"retched con- 
dition 

• Dow, \oI, in, p 10-, :od, icg, -j- Bermci't Hill of the Mogul Etnpirf, p ge 

of 
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of dependence in the year 1657, retaining nothing but the name oT 
a ftate , its ftrong-holds in the poffeffion of the Moguls , and the 
country, befides the ufual fevenue paid to its prince, groaning under 
a tribute of near two millions flerling, no part of which ever re- 
turned. 

1 

In 1667, Add the king of Bijapour, made a feeble effort to 
extricate himfelf from the yoke of the Moguls, and the unfupport- 
able tribute which he paid Defeated m the field, and befieged in 
his capital by Dilere Chan the Imperial general, he was on the 
point of ' furrendering, when the jealoufy which Shaw Allum, the 
eldeft Ton of Auruhgzebe, 'entertained agamft Dil6re, faved the 
unfortunate Add, for the time, 'from deftruftion T- Bat the peace 
which fucceeded threw him back into his former ihtolerable condi- 
tion, under which his kingdom languiChed, till it was relieved, 
neAr twenty years aft'^r, by an abfolute conquefk Aurungzebe, 
moie to keep hiS army ih aftioh, than bn 'account of any frefh efforts 
made by the wretched Add, to render himfelf free, deprived him, in 
the year ]6Sd, of the fhadow of fovereignty which he had left him 
neai thirty years before Golconda fhafed the fame fate m 1687. 
Both kings being brought prifoners to the Imperial camp, their 
kingdoms weie annexed, as provinces, to the empire. 


* This wns the general name of the whole Mahommedan race, who reigned atBtjapour 
Dow, vol in p 3'’5, 386. 
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y'l Su^m. Cii of tic I'lifcj Of til Coi },(it ic (hid its Dc- 
dt iiitiSj fi uii: 1686 to 1756 . 


T he conc|rc{\ of the kinr;i'lom'; of IVnpoin mil Gokonth, to- 
gcihc: \ uh their dependencies >nM.lUd Aiinint:. ebe with the 
fovercignw ol ilic whole /< .iJ'th , a'l fir t; Cipc C/^inonn , fo that 
]' '' enpirc Ind no mlici boniulm, bit tin. occtii, towards tlic 
foiiih Til.- p.tiN Pate mil p'OMncc'- of the Deem were either 
tributary or lubicA to one or other of thole avhom lie had 

fiibdued ' , and, h. the ri’lu of abfoUilc conqi ell, he became the 
licir of the alk^iancc of their di penden.'- uul ridnisfls Tlicrcwcrc 
feme llaialr, m the aafl mountain*;, whuh f.p-’r'vC tlic two co-’ns, 
who ftill goatrned their own people i , >ci it i*; doubtfii), whether 
thev owed their fecunta more to the inrcccfTibVnch, than to the 
piacriN of their doimnion*; The piinee'-, who pofTelud the plain 
countra, Ind been greater olpcAs of plu ider, and had lefs the 
means of defence. Ydaerc thea happened to be near the feat of the 
goaernments cRabhriicd ba the conijneror*;, thca a\ ere fomctimes de- 
pnaed of all authonta in their dominion*;, aahich aaerc 1 educed to 
the form of proamccs Where thca ha at a dillmce, thca were 
permuted to goaern their pconlc, upon paamg a leitlcd tribute, 
performing mihtar) Icraicc, and owning llicmfela cs, in all public 
deeds, dejcidcms aiici fubjciTls. 
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During the remaining part of the reign of Aurungzebe, the 
Decan enjoyed its proportion of that regular and firm government, 
■which the great talents and authority of that prince had eftabhfhed, 
in his extenfive dominions He feems to have pafled the greatefl: 
portion of Ills time, within the limits or on the frontiers of his new 
conquefts ; and, from a jealoufy of the ambition of his fons, to have 
fpent his old age in the field. On the 21 ft of February 1707, he 
died at Ahmednagur, in the province of Dowlatabad, after he had 
lived ninety and reigned fifty lunar years Imitating the Mahom- 
medan kings of Golconda, who, laying claim to the fovereignty of 
all the Decan, had affumed the title of Nizam-uI-Muluch, or 
‘‘ Regulators of the Country,” he dignified his governor-general of 
the fouthern provinces with that pompous name , and his youngeft 
fon Mahommed Cambuckfli appears to have enjoyed it at his death 
The death of Aurungzebe opened a frefli feene of conteft for the 
throne of the Moguls. His eldefl: fon, Mahommed Mauzim, then 
between feventy and eighty years of age, having defeated Azim 
throne, b\ the Shaw the fecond fon, who was fixty-feven, affumed the imperial 
h!jer°shaw'. tinder the title of Bahader Shaw j: Soon after the accef- 

Hc defects fion of this priocc, he marched to the Decan , and defeating his 
youngeft brother, who had atfted as Nizam or governor general of 
that country, took him prifoner in Hydrabad, where he died of his 


Hii 

ion Nizam, 
a, hii deai.b 

1707 

Tvlahotnraed 

Miuzim 


wounds 

^ 7 }- Upon the death of Bahader Shaw m the year 1712, his eldeft 

jehandar ^ j t i 

bhaw fuc- fon, Jehandar Shaw, having, by the aid of Zulfukar Chan, overcome 

cceds hi5 T) I 

father his brothers, mounted the throne But, being murdered by the famous 
dered ^'^thc Seids, Within the year, he was fucceeded by his nephew, the fon of 
sl^ceed!d by Azim-ul-Shaw, who affumed the title of Mahommed Ferochfere In 
Fttcchpr ’ reign of this prince, Cutulich Chan, belter known to Europeans 
by the title of his office, the Nizam, feems to have obtained the Su- 


JCtmelli, p 220 Dow’s Hifory of the Decline of the Mognis 
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b'hilnp of ihc PcvMU, upon ibc dcn^U or tcmnwl of Hunt! Chan , ^ ’’ 

-.nd till' s;o\cnuiHiU. or r-'ilic- imrrt ,n:\, h- hell for more ihnn ' — ' 

;hi.i\ \(.u^ IcK'hlctr, liirr i ’ci, n *' Ir \cu , h in-: Lonfincd 

nnil nuudircd 1" the hjolu' . v h-' Ini' j'dcdh.in Jo ihc ihrom., [’ 

V. t; AK^cni'cI\ loll n- cd h% t ' o o.hrr »m!o luinic pi mcc' of ihc 

riv-C ol \un’n ' t' r 1 1 l.!t «d U.rC li*’d h irr I, i^Rcd of 

io\ I c‘v'' c 1 r u'l a 1 u 1 i‘.i > tlu i- ’ • )!^ inu I'nh ii‘>n ol llic 

; , - 1 , .ini t ,( . 'd hun I u (1 jh I III , uiii the It . oiui in is , 

j'C. h'O 1 1 id •(' 1. . \ c o '.s e 'np-'vl ll c 1 'nt'' <1 ihe all ilhn, h) 

dsm’ ' -ntural t't stii. a Ic tli\ ai.er hi a nlhon - 

Malonn.cd the lo i of fcin.i S’r - , i tnd- n o| I' ih nh r S'- 1 s , , , 

-;'d r . ' 'du ’1 of ' U up ' ',t , I ‘’U. tti’ llu t(i t ,i: ti| Delhi, 

in r a -‘-r 1 ^ 1 i a . ,n t u. • the l > .S tth , s ho h u! nifedi 

vYv . t ed, ^'u\ imutuicd lo St •'US p ince , inilc"'d <d t lulcasomuif: 

to 1 cPorc the s I nnr, s Inch the empire Ind loll, he rcluMitd hiinfelf jj 

t ' im’ e- -d the c. ers a,i ), ph-uiic of ll e Haia p An unret- 

t\d n-tceiuon, "-.'d ll- taolu' on aiifinp 1 oni lo nans ics ohilimr, j -c-*'’.,. 

Cl n-m- ed tnc N-'I'ii-fl ti-e re-note proMucc t<a pas little atten- ' ' ' ' 

ti ' a to the to ndatc' o'" a r .sc'nmciu, v.h.cli poficllcd neither ^ " 

r , r l' - pc 

fic-’ihnel-. nor ftre- uh to cnh-rcc if- own command' T he mofl ur-- t- 
ptis t^ful, the loofi artful, a -d, p.tlnp , the mnfl ainhiliou'^ til thofe Ic 'rr'i cZ 
j^osernor', \ av llic A i *'tn, \ lo h'-d, 1 ir Ic- rral a-ar , commaml^d 
ah the i''-a.mcc'or t’-t Dccan Ikinp fcniihlc of the dthihta of the 'f ' 

I I j> , 'i I ^ 

emp rt, he n- utuamed a rrtit niinhnp ar-na, u-nitr ]ircttn^t of ' ' 

-'aam- the Ma'-itta-', hut h.'- real tlcfnpi feema to hut h^ n, to 
found an nun pendent 1 lO'^dom for liiinftH, m the li'mlurn pio- 
aiucc-', af'tr thcc'a-nj'le of 1 1 '-lkii Caco l’*timm, a ho mounted i 
th-e to u Kdhnr ja, in 1317:! 

' ~ '' I H Ip, I pen Pti me o' ll c ' 1 I I irj 11 , j. 
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The Nizam, though bent upon royalty, was too prudent to break 
forth into open rebellion, till time and circumftances fhould render 
Ipofrofaky the power of the declining empire ftill lefs formidable He, there- 
fore, preferred art to force. Having failed in his fchemes of be- 
coming foie minifter to Mahommed, he invited the famous Nadir 
Shaw to Hindohan The misfortunes, diftrelTes, and calamities, 
which that fierce invader brought upon an empire already haftening 
to Its decline, are foreign to the purpofe of the prefent difquifition. 
The artifice of the Nizam fucceeded to the utmoft extent of his de- 
fign When Nadir Shaw evacuated Hindoftan, the management of 
affairs fell entirely into his hands He nominated his creatures to 
the governments of the various provinces. He continued the Vizir, 
as he was conneded with his family by double ties of affinity ; and 
he raifed his own fon, Ghazi-ul'dien'Chan, whom he had left in the 
goicrnraent of the Decan, to the office of captain-general of the 
Imperial armies Without the name, he poffeffed the power of king, 
whilft the indolent Mahommed languiChed under the faded enfigns 

of dcfpifcd royalty 

Whilft the Nizam carried every thing before him at Delhi, fome 
revolutions in the Carna^tic, which had partly fprung fropa his own 
intrigues, turned his eyes, towards his governnjent, on which that 
province of the empire "vsas immedia^tely dependent To explain the 
caiifts of thofe revolutions, which formed the foundation of the 
po\Ncr and influence of the Britilh nation m Hmdoflan, we muft re- 
cur to fads, further back in point of time, th^n fome of tliofe al- 
ready related 

The Nizam or Viceroy of the Decan, being accountable to the 
empire for the whole government of that extenlive country, was in- 
-ancHU veiled with a power of appointing deputies in the various provinces 

J 'l 10 ihc 
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II •'ppcirs Iv \.c\cr lln; \ttrnn[’. < be Inil ii.tainc<l, iltiriii;; lu^ icippj, ^ 

!)nl p'cii"', ^K^c iji hi'' nv. n bat ib. icIj'fA in tliL Ciriiiiic * 

1 be lirb N-. 1 i 'b be ipp -MUed v • / iitii) u f '.tn, ^ li<» ntlcruni(N 
obliincd tbc biji ('-Uvc o{ Ibt 1 iln. ..t j't n Tner-j,ci)c; il of the 
lorcc', under tlic 1 inj cfn' iNlntlcr Sb i ’ //ilhii ir \ liu "-i. d 
in iltc povcrnincni t)‘ dir C-irinitv. b\ Oittl Cb :•> lu t!tc % ir 
I 7 IC, b-dTlull- I bin ttbluncd ibr Ni’MibOup, v.biuii be b..M, v nb 
rcp'iniion, nil Inc dcub in i 7 ^ei Ih’inc; no illnc in-’b , lie 
“■doplcd ibc tv.o fon*- of In b-iulicr, Dnifl '\b, \ lin IulCccJccI liini 
in tbc Kibn’ndnp , ind l’il ir Mi, v.bom be bid i)>p nnted to the 
poicrnmcnt of Vclo*'e, Mlncb bid been tbctipml, vben tbc pro- 
Mnee VTT- cortp cred I", tbc I mu, <d Ibiip t'lr •’tnl G I'coi.tb V> lien 
Ah •’cccdc 1 t.i tb'- { ti\ c'^nu’cnt, iipno tbc » citb of b *■ tine’e 
f'ld'iull''* hr b n .Sip-'d^r Ail v\ • ini\cd n in.i.ib cfiitc , md, to 
P.rcnctbcn tlic lit rf bb 1 * b\ tbnfe of if.uiM, be me one of br 
deupbtri'' to br ncpbci., Mnrti; nb, (lie fo \ o'* IhLir \b , 'unl 
rnotber to (.bondci .Si^ cb, i nCT but more dillam rchtion 


In die Corni’ic, \ -M •’ n nen p'ovi ceol the blo';ul empire, 
l1 c comp cn :<• k-d let f, in pificinon ol their icrnto^u-., fccnlRi- 
rb- ind jun) chief', mIio, upon pii .117; *.i nnii'nl irilnuc, ind 
o.’ni’i; tb'.mfchci UiiucA', v ere permuted, no' onh to goiern 
tbcir people, blit cicn to cntciliin n fiiiubng force, to •’tid lutborii) 
nnd dignit) to ilicir government 1 be mofl confidenblc of tbofe 
dependent cbiefnijiF, v ere the Rijib', o" r.iibcr the Niigs *■, of 


rjr 

c’ c'l Ir*"! in 
f'T ciT 
tKr r niiuc 
irii 10 !'•( 


Tntcbinopnl) and T, injure The chief of tbc former dv ing m the Tn chmo- 

)cnr 1736, a difpmc irolc .ilmiu tlic fucccfTion , and, to fettle it, 
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fon, but m the name of the Nabob, fortified himfelf againfl; the 
power of a mafter, whofe authority he ftill pretended to own f 
Things remained in a ftate of tranquillity, for three years , but 
in 1740, new and dangerous enemies appeared upon the frontiers of 
the Carnatic Thefe were the Marattas, being privately urged againft 
Dooft All by the Nizam, whom the troubles of the empire and an 
attention to the prefervation of the power, which he had acquired m 
the management of afi'airs, had detained, for feveral years, at Delhi. 
Dooft All, endeavouring to oppofe the enemy in the pafles of Da- 
mal-chern, was defeated and flam, together with bis fon Haflen- 
Ali The eldeft fon of the Nabob, Sipadar Ah, who had not been 
prefent m the adiion, retired to Vellore , and Chunder Saib, who 
had entertained hopes of the government, fhut himfelf up in Tnt- 
chinopoly The enemy ravaged the country, without contioul , 
till they were biibed to retreat by Sipadar Ah, with the promife of 
one hundred lacks, to be paid at ftated times As a fecurity for the 
payment of this enormous fum, it was privately ftipulated, that they 
fliould be put in poflcflion of the fort and territory of Tritchiuo- 
poly, which Chunder-Saib then held, as a kind of property J 
Si\ months aftci their retreat, the Marattas'returned to the Car- 
natic, in confequence of the private ailicle in the treaty with Sipa- 
dar All, which had ceded to them Tritchinopoly. Chunder- 
Saib, having fuftained a ficge of three months, was obliged to fur- 
render at difcrction, on the 26th of March 1741 Sipadar Ah, in 
dread of the Nizam, the determined enemy of all authority aflumed 
without his confent, took up his refidence at Vellore, then pofleffed 
by his coufin Mortaz Ah, as the heir of his father Bakir Ah. The 
Nabob, by aflefling Mortaz Ah, with a part of the ranfom due to 
the Marattas, had imprudently alarmed the avarice and rouzed the 
refentment of that profligate man. The confequence was, that on 


I Ormc, vo' 1 p ;S 


J Dow’s Decline of the Moguls, p 31 
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the 2d of Oftober 1742, the unfortunate Sipadar Ali was aflafTi- ^ P. 
nated, by the procurement of Mortay Ali, ^^ho proclaimed himfelf ' 

Nabob of the Carnatic But a general mutiny arifing, the murderer Sipida^Ah 
was obliged to fly, in a female drefs , and Mahommed, the fon of 
Sipadar Ah, though flill an infant, was raifcd to the governmentf. 

The Nizam, roufed, at length, by ihefe rc\olutions, quitted Delhi, ,-43 
and arrived at Hydrabad, the feat of his government Marching marches into 
from that city, \Mth a powerful army, he entered the Carnatic, 
feizcd the perfon of Mahommed, nominated Abdalla Chan, general Appoints 
of his forces, Nabob of Arcot, obtained polfeflion of the city of ^cNaboL 
Tntchinopoly, by means of a fum of money paid to the Marattas ; 
and entirclv fettled theafiairs of the Carnatic, without drauing the 

Auguft 

fword ^ Tiie nc\\ Nabob, having left one of his depcndents.in the 
governmert, accompanied the Nizam to Golconda Preparing to 
return in hinreb 1744, he \ias found dead in his bed Anwar-ul- j-44 
dicn, father to the prefent Nabob, who fucceeded Abdalla in his W’hodiesnnd 
government, has been accufed, by fome malicious writers, of having b>^An\var*ul 
been acceflar) to a death, by which he profited The afperflon 
feems to ha^e had its folc foundation in the idle talcs of a fufpicious 
vulgar. Thefe talcs, however, have been fincc impofed upon the 
world, as matters of fad, b> the enemies of ilie family of Anwar- 
ul-dien , who, either fwayed by initrcfl, hired by party, or 
W’arped by pafTion, re%engc themfehes of the living, by raking up 
the aflies of the dead 

Anwar-ul-dien was far advanced in years, when he iccencd the c 

ft ’ l^ome account 

government of Arcot, from the hands of the Nizam To advan- 'he family 

and life of the 

tages, feldom found among thofe Mahommedans, who make a ''S" Nabob 
figure in the courts of the Eaft, he added nobility of birth, and 
CKperience and valour in war His family, lineally fprung from 

f Dov’«D Cl me of the Moguls, p Ormc \ol i p j- 
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Omar the firft Caliph, had fignalized themfelves in the fer- 
vice of the princes of the Mogul race, ' before they defcend- 
ed from the mountains of Afganiftan into the plains of 
India. His father, having diftinguiflied himfelf, by his erudition 
and piety, acquired the favour and experienced the munificence of 
the Emperor Aurungzebe •f‘, who gave him a confiderable eftate, 
and conferred up6n him the office of Duan of the province of 
Patna He himfelf had pafled, in the courfe of a long life, through 
various important trufts and public employments He had fuccef- 
fively held the governments of Kurra-Jehanabad, Cambay, and 
Putlad , and he had been Nabob of the provinces of Yalore and 
Raja-Mundrum, for many years ^ 

The# Nizam was fo far from fufpedhng Anwar~ul-dien of having 
been inftruraental in the death of his predecelTor, that he committed 
to his guardianfliip and care, Mahommed the young fon of Sipadar 
Ah, the late Nabob. That youth, as the defcendant of Sadatulla, 
was fo much beloved in the provinces, which his family had fo long 
governed, that the Nizam had probably defigned to appoint him to the 
Nabobffiip after the death of Axnwar-ul-dien, then in the decline of 
life The Nabob arriving in his government, in the month of April 
1744, placed Mahommed in the palace of Arcot, where he was 
treated with kindnefs, and maintained with fplendor. He had fcarce 
remained two months in that happy fitualion, when a band of dif- 
charged Patans, either by the procurement of Mortaz Ah, who had 
murdered his father, or rather exafperated by afi^ronts, received from 
Mahommed’s attendants, put a period to his life, by afiaffinating 
him m the hall of public audience The Nizam, foon after the death 
of Mahommed, mvefted Anwar-ul-dien with all the legal authoil- 
tics of government, by fending him a full and regular commiffion 


; Nabob's Account of b s Family. 


f Orme, vol, 1 p. 52 

5 


• IbiJ p 53. 

for 




56 


HISTORY AND MANAGEMENT OF 


C H ^ P 
III 

'Jl to tre 

1 in:; of no 
C " lu c 

(jOt crrc ’ bj 
a Na gj 


\ bo rc o' j 
alou' the 
j:ar 1,70 

1^7 

Bo' 11 titber 
rfduccJ (.n- 
trcl,,o made 
I ib-tat) 

1^,'' 

The I ing of 
1 ijtponr con 
(]OCt tbc 
Cirratr, 


Its natural courfe, into other channels, lies beyond the limits of the 
r)io\ mce 

The province of Tanjore formed anciently a part of the exten- 
fne kingdom of Bigenagur, a name impofed upon the Carnatic, in 
the fourteenth centui} of our a:ra " An inferior officer, by the 
title of Naig, governed the country When the power of the 
kingdom of Bigenagur uas entirely broken, and its capital taken, 
towards the end of the fi's.teenth century b\ rhe united force of 
the Mahommedan princes of the Decan, the Naig of Tanjore, to- 
gether with thofe of Madura, 1 ntrhmopoly, and Gingee, revolted 
from their ancient lord ^ But in the year t 5 P 7 j we find the pro- 
\inccs of Bigenagur united again muh one monaich § , fo that the 
rcioltcd Naigs muft cither haie bccn entirely reduced, or, at leaft, 
hate become tributary to their formei inaftcr 

In this flatc Tanjore feems to ha\c lemamed, till the entire reduc- 
tion of the Carnatic, by the Mahommedan kings of Bijapoui and 
Golconda, m the )car 1650 |1 Adil Shaw, croffing the mountains 
with his army, feized Vellore, and then Kande-gheri, the capital* 
together with the flrong fortrefs of Gingec Purfuing his conquefls, 


he took all the places of flrength, between Gingce and the Cole- 
lo- tb'rv\ h paffing that rncr, fcizcd Tanjore, reducing the whole 

J j "j w r 

country, from Porto Novo to Cape Negapatam ^ 
cf Notwithflanding this conquefl, the Naigs feem to have been in- 
diilgcd, as Icudatorics, with the pofleflion of their formei govern- 
^ ments , which, by the lame tenure, they tranfmitted to then pofte- 

rit) Wlicn \urung7ebc conquered the kingdoms of Bijapourand 
Ciulconda, in the years 16S6 and 1687, the allegiance of their de- 


pendents, 
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pendents, and, among others, that of the Naig of Tanjorc, was 
or ought to have been tran‘;fcrred to the empire of the Moguls 
Some time after the redu£lion of the kingdom of Cijapour, one 
Ecko-ii, and other h'larattas, fenants to the dethroned king, fled, 
\Mth a few troops, from tlie pcrfccution of tlie Moguls, and efla- 
bliflied themfehes at Gingee, in the Carnatic Some differences 
fubfifling, at tint time between Wagira, the Naig of Tanjore, and 
Trimul, Naig of Madura and Tntchinopoly, the former applied to 
Ecko ji for afliflance But the treacherous Maratta fcizcd the go- 
\crnmcnt, \ahich he had been called to defend The unfortunate 
Wagira was forced to fly and to take refuge in Scnngpatnam, the 
capital of M)forc . This reaolution, in the government of Tan- 
jorc, happened about the )car id96*|* 

Ecko-ji, not content with liis acqmfition of Tanjore, began to 
extend his territories, and to give afliflance to icbcls, againfl; the 
Empire :j;, though he owned himfelf Its fubjed His death, which 
happened about the year 1702, transferred the vengeance, prepar- 
ing for him by the Moguls, to his fon and fucceffor, Shaw-ji or 
Sahu-ji Aurungzebe, rcfolving to bring the Carnatic to an entire 
fubjedion to his government, ordered his youngeft fon Mahommed 
Cambuckfli, Aflad Chan, who became Vizir in the next reign, and 
Zulfukar Chan, whom he appointed Nabob of the Carnatic, to 
march into that proMnee, to appeafe tumults, to expel the Marat- 
tas, and to eftablifli regular government in the country The Mo- 
guls, having taken Gingee, Velorc, and all other places of flrength 
to the north of the Colcroon, Zulfukar Chan, with a part of the 
army, carried the war into Tanjore. Shaw'-ji, with his capital, fell 
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• Wagira had a fon Chimgul Muldafs, whofe on the fpot, and non m the hands of the Au- 
fon, the grandfon of Wagira, the expelled thor of this Dirqnifition 
Naig, IS ft II 111 mg in, or near, Scringapatmm % Culnamma of Zulfukar Cawn. Nabob s 
f Authentic MS Account of Tanjore, taken Paper', lol i p. 41 
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into tbe hands of Zulfukar. But a fortunate incident reftored him 
not only to his liberty, but to his government 

The death of Aurungzebe, which happened at Ahmednagur, on 
the yth of February 1707, involved the Empire m a civil war. 
Two of his fons Mahommed Mauzim, who afterwards affumed the 
title of Bahadar Shaw, and Mahommed Azem, difputing for the 
fucceffion, took the field with two powerful armies Zulfukar 
Chan, Nabob of the Carnatic, favoured the claim of Mauzim, who 
raifed him to the office of Buckffii, or paymafiier-general of the 
forces, when he acquiied polTeffion of the throne f. The Nabob, 
willing to ]oin the arms of his patron, refolved to releafe Shaw-ji, 
and to replace him in his government, upon paying large prefents ta 
himfelf, as well as confiderable fums to the State. 

The oftenfible conditions, on which Shaw-ji was reftored, are 
contained in a paper, already in the hands of the Public He 
agreed to pay, according to the cuftom of India, the expences of 
the war, and an annual tribute of thirty lacks of rupees § ; twenty 
lacks to be paid down at the figning of the agreement, together 
with jewels and elephants. He was, at the fame time, obliged to 
deliver up all the forts and diftrids, which he had taken from his 
neighbours. In confideration of the fubmiffion, tribute, and pre- 
fents of Shaw-ji, he was, for the firft time, dignified with the 
title of Rajah , an honour conferred upon him, by the Emperor* 
He received, befides, a legal confirmation of the Zemindary of 
Tanjorc \\, which he had wrefted, by treachery, from the former Naig. 
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* Rods 5 Appendix, No VI p 70 is a fixed cuflom, among the great Rajahs, to 

J- Geraelli put the title of Rajah on their chops, but nei- 

t Culnamma, Nabob’s Paper', vol, i. Ap- ther Echo ji nor the other Maratta Naigs of 
ptndix Tanjore ever put that title on their chops In 

^ 375,000 1 the country of 1 anjore, and even in the Naig s 

1 ' Culnamma, ubi fipra own familv, from Ecko-ji tol uljagcc, who has 

MS Hifor) of ihc Resolutions of Tinjore been lately rcflored, their own people called 
Id a 1 the countries and prounccs of India, it them only Duans, orcolleflors of the revenue. 

Though 
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Though Shaw-ji, the clcleft Ion of Ecko-ji, enjoyed the enfigns 
o‘f government, he poneflred not the whole terntoncs of Tanjore 
Thefe were divided between Inm and his brothers Shurfa-ji and 
Tucko-ji Shaw-ji held the capital and its diflridt , Shurfa-ji pof- 
fcITcd Madcopatnam , and Tucko-ji, Punda Ncllore. Upon the 
death of Shaw-ji, without iflue, his brother Shurfa-ji obtained the 
title of Naig, and the dominion of Tanjore , but his brother Tucko-ji, 
by his intrigues, kindled the flames of a civil war Both the bro- 
thers died foon after, Shurfa-ji, without lawful ifTue , but Tucko-ji 
left a fon, Baba-Saib, who fuccecdcd to the government of Tanjore. 
Baba Saib did not long furvnc his accefTion to that dignity, and, 
lia\ing left no ifTue, and the fon of his brother Nana, being flill an 
infant, his widow' was dignified with the titles of government, 
whilft Scid, the commander of the fort, pofTcfTed the whole pow'cr. 
But fhc was foon diicflcd of even the appearance of authority, and 
thrown into prifon Scid raifcd a real or pretended fon of Shurfa*ji, 
to the office of Naig , but that wretched figure foon fell a facrificc 
to the rage or con^cnlcnce of his maker Sahu jee, the fon of 
Tucko-ji, was then placed m the goicrnmcnt; but either his own 
incapacity, or the jcaloufy of Scid, deprned him of his authority. 
Seid fent for Prctaupa-Sing, natural fon of Tucko ji, wdio lived in 
a diflreffcd condition at Madeopatnam, and placed him in the 
government, in the year 1741. One of the firfl adls of authority 
executed by Pretaupa-Sing, was the aflaffination of the man to 
xvhom he owed his elciation 

The internal troubles, arifing from thefe difputcd fucceffions, did 
not prevent the perfons, who happened to be in pofTeffion of the 
government, from paying regularly the tribute to the Nabob of Ar- 
cot, or from executing their duty, as feudatories of the empire 
During the Nabobfliip of Daood Chan, and the long government of 

• Reiolunons of Tanjore, MS 
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Sadatulla, they conducted themfelves, in every refpedt, as dutiful 
fubjedts T* Subahdarry of Dooft-Ali, the Tanjonnes exhi- 

bited a fpirit of refradlorinefs and difobedience. He, therefore, 
ordered hiB fon, Sipadar-Ali, to pioceed, with a large force, againft 
thenii Having firft broke down the mound near Coiladdy, Which 
turns the Waters of the Cavery, from their natural courfe, into the 
province of Tanjore, he marched into that country, feized the capi- 
tal, imprifoned the Naig, placed the government in the hands of his 
own preceptor, Meer AfTud, and gariifoned the place With a forces 
under the command of Sheik Lutfulla. But that officer, terrified 
by the defeat and death of the Nabob, Dooft-Ali, which happened 
on the 20th of May 1740, reftored Tanjore to its former mafters. 
When the Nizam came to fettle the affairs of the Carnatic, m 1743, 
hfe fent a detachment of his numerous army, under Abdulla, whom 
he had made Nabob of Arcot, to take Tanjore, but Pretaupa-Sing 
bought his peace with a fum of money, upon agreemg to increafe 
his annual tribute to fifty lacks of rupees 1 ^. 

The preceding chain of fafts has, it is hoped, rendered more clear 
a fubjedt hitherto very imperfedtly underftood. It appears, that the 
Mahommedans acquired that moft indifputable of all rights, the 
right of conqueft, in a regular and folemn war, to the Carnatic and 
Its dependencies. That the province of Tanjore had always been 
confidered a divifion of the Carnatic, and an appendage or rather 
a part of its fovereignty That the Naigs of that country had been 
originally the fubjedls of the kings of the Carnatic of the Indian 
race That their allegiance had been transferred, by a particular as 
well as a general conqueft, to the kings of Golconda and Bijapour. 
That the Moguls, as the conquerors of thofe princes, acquired an 
undoubted general title to all their claims of dominion, over their 
dependents. That, in enforcing that title, they had acquired the ftill 


f Roui’s Appendix, No VI p 70 
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duty as fuch, without muimuiing, foi more than thirty years. 
That, when they deviated from thtir obedience, they were deprived 
of their lands, and even fuhjedled to corporal puninimcnt That 
they were fo far fiom affuming the Rate and independence of fove- 
reignty, that they folicited and obtained, fiom the emperor, the 
title of Rajah for their family , and that, by this a6t, they not only 
acknowledged their dependence on the empire, but likcwifc, that, 
neither by birth nor acquifition, they had any right to that dignity. 

Such was the real Rate of Tanjore in the year 1744, though fome 
late writers, blinded by zeal, mifled by fadlion, or fwayed by in- 
terefl, have erected that province into a kingdom, and encircled the 
brows of Its Naig with a crown The truth is, that there was no 
acknowledged, no effedtivc, no independent, no fovereign power m 
the Carnatic, at that time, except the Mogul, who had delegated 
hi8 authority, in a regular and legal manner, to the Nizam. That 
viceroy, according to the conflitution of the empire, had inveRed 
Anwar-ul-dien, in the fame regular and legal manner, with the go- 
vernment of the province. All perfons of every nation, and of 
every degree, who held lands or purfued trade in that province, 
were therefore fubje£l to his authority, according to the tenures, 
by which they held then pofleflion, or the privileges, by which 
they carried on their commerce. Being invefled with all the autho- 
rity of the crown, the Nabob had a right to enforce the performance 
of all the duties which fubjeffs owe to the fovereign power , and, 
in the execution of that high privilege, he naturally involved the 
prerogative of making peace and war. Every hoRihty, committed 
without his confent, muR, therefore, have been an ad of rebellion. 

The fervants of the EaR-India Company had not yet extended 
their ambition to the renown attainable by feats of arms. Confined 
within the circle of a few miles of a fandy beach round Madras, the 
prefidency neithet created jealoufy, nor commanded refped. Though 
7 they 
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h \-Unir, cclclirnlcd hr v I'lloin. and liop'-.l c\c'. thin,; lio.n hr. 
luft’cc , •’’id thr\ tl oh^ l,t the .IcUr fa on cd h\ Ahni di ) C»od, 
h\ h ' Icndiu ; tir \ !o , d ainl jull a ';o'cjnor*| 

lie lUt.mir ihmtic" <1 Al H I,i’rt a ho poNirncd for the 
Trench 1 ad 1 uln C'jinj *n) at IVi.duliciia , Ind ‘IrcatK Inqun to 
jdan O' to forefee the difli thatuc , huh io 1 1 after hdIo\ cd, c n the 
V. ■' 1 o. Loro.nam’cl 1 he cucnmfc'rl cd ci ^le ol totntncrcc \ a too 
nan a • for In talcnf, to a co I’u'Cil for hi amh to n I’crccnni* 
tic dcclinu'p date (d the empire ol tlic Mopul , he willicd and 
ho]vd f( r a dntc of ir fp uT V> nh a fell-dirticicnca , v Inch r. 
too ohen Idcndcd v iih pootl he fi'rcfia’ no ihlhLuhit. ulneh 

he thi ui hi he could not f .rtnount ('i.ncrh.u m the clnravder of 
tin. Indnir, he Ind nnhihed their fjniu dm nninpeincnt and lu- 
tiipiw, atnl, ha co nbinitr; the mdrination he had rcceiaed from 
aariou eju irlcr', lie liojicJ to ohiain a princijnl influence m the 
affiira of Ilindodan \ dcfirc to rratif) hr c^cefTia e a anna Ind 
tinflired hr mind aaiih aaaricc, and the achc.nenl tkmainU of Ins 
ambition had u.ifettcrcd hr. mind, from tliofc ties of lincenta .and 
honour, a’ Inch hind more modttate men But the paffioir, as well 
as the talents of M Duplei\, la) luthcrlo concealed aaiihm the walls 
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to Pondicherry *. Another attempt oh the fettlement of Cuddalore, ^ HA p 

•was difappointed, by the determined adherence of the Nabob to ' ' 

'the Company’s caufe . To form a diverfion for the troops of the The French, 
Carnatic, the French carried fire and fword, from Madras, into the car^'^fir^and 
defencelcfs villages around But, in this expedition, they loft ho- 
nour, and gained nothing but plunder. The Nabob’s troops ftill , 

remained at Fort St David , and the mind of that prince “ was more 
evafperated than before,” againft the French caufe 

Notwithftanding thefe obvious, great, and decifive fcrvices render- part}-wnteM 
ed, by the Nabob, to the Company, his condinft has been much 
mifreprefented by the prejudices of individuals and the malice of 
party. Some profligate writers, either inflamed by paflion them- 
felves, or hired by others to inflame and deceive the public, have 
not fcrupled to affirm, that Anwar-ul-dien was throughout inimi- 
cal § to the Bntifh nation. They fay, that “ he prohibited the 
Bntifh fleet from a£ling m the Carnatic ” — He was the governor 
of that province, and the guardian of its peace “ He permitted 
the French to take Madras ’’ — ^Yct he fent a meflenger to M Du- 
pleix “ expreffing his great furpnfe at the prefumption of the French 
in attacking Madras, and threatening to fend his army thither, if 
the fiege was not immediately raifed [| ” — ^Finding that the town had 
been unexpeiledly and even fhamefully furrendered, he refolved to 
retake It by force ; and, being difappointed, he gave that effedlual 1747- 
alfiftance, which, by faving Fort St. David, preferved the very ex- 
iftence of the Company on the coaft — The fame writers af- 
firm, that the Nabob declined “ to affift the Englifh, in the de- 
fence of Fort St David, till they had ftipulated to pay the ex- 

• Orme, \ol J p S3 — Unnerfal Hifl to have been pnriomed from thofe rePpeflahle 
vol X bodies of men, the Amencan Committees of 

f Ibid p 8^. Safet) 

t Ihid |j Orme, sol i p 68 
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peneeB of his army ” — Yet the authority, winch they cite for this 
affei.tion, fays, “ the Nabob readily engaged to fend his army to 
Fort St. David, , on condition that the Engbfli would fiirnifli a 
pat I of the expcnce^ ” — And why not? was not the war their 
own ? 

' The manage! s of the Company’s affairs at home, having ncglctff- 
ed to fend any affiflance whatfoever to their fervants abroad -f-, ihcir 
affairs wore a very gloomy afpcdl, on the coaft of Coromandel, m 
thp beginning of the year 1747. The king’s fquadron, which had 
performed no fervicc of importance, in the preceding year, had 
quitted the coaft on the 23d of Auguft 1746, and there was no 
appearance of its return. The French, to feparate the Nabob from 
the Bntifti intereft, had carried a dcftrudtive war into the defence- 
lefs parts of lus domimons ; while, at the fame tune, they endea- 
voured, by management, mifreprefentation, intimidation, and pre- 
fents, to gam his neutrality. The tranquillity of his government 
was the great objeQ; of Anwar-ul-dicn. Though the affairs of the 
Britifh Company were not entirely defperate, there was no proba- 
bility, witliout affiftance from Europe, of reftoring tliem to their 
former profpenty. He, therefore, Jiftened to the propofals of the- 
French, and, having received near 20,000 1 as an indemnification 
for Ioffes fuftained, he concluded a treaty of peace, in which it was 
“ exprefsly ftipulated, that the French fhould give no further mo- 
leftalion to the Britifli at Fort St, David The French, faithlefs 
to their ftipulation, prepared to attack that fort, in the beginning of 
March 1747 § , but they retreated, upon the appearance of the 
Bntifti fquadron, which, being xeinforced from Europe, had re- 
turned from Bengal I|. 


* Orme, vol. i, p 79. 5 P 20. 

f Ibid p 85 n Orme, vol 1. p, 87. 

J Rous’s Appendix, No I. p. r3 


'The 



THE EAST-INDIA COMPANY.’!' 

The Nabob, highly incenfed at the flagrant breach of a tieaty fo 
lately concluded, had already begun to make preparations for cliaf- 
tifing the Prench His fon Mahomthcd Ah, the prefent Nabob 
of the Carnatic, cxpreflcd that attachment, which he has uniformly 
exhibited, ever fince, to the Britifli caufe He affirmed, that it 
was the delay of the return of the fquadron, that induced his father 
to conclude the treaty of neutrality. He was incenfed at the breach 
of It, and declared, that, “ as the French had tranfgrefled his or- 
ders, and proceeded againft Fort St. David, he would chaftife themi 
and fend a force to affift the Britifli, if they required it -f* ” The 
prefidency of Fort St David were fo fenfible of the fincerity of Ma- 
hommed Ah, fo grateful for his offered affiftancc, that, in the perfon. 
of their prefident, they returned thanks, in words expreffivc of 
their thorough perfuafion of his good intentions to ferve the Bntifli 
nation 

During the remaining part of 1747, the war between the two 
Companies remained fufpended on the coaft of Coromandel. The 
fquadron, under Commodore Griffin, being fuperior to that of the 
French, and the force at Pondicherry too weak to encounter the 
united power of the Nabob and the Company, both fides remained 
quiet, e,\pe£lmg fuccours from Europe The fuccoiirs, however, 
did not arrive , and more than one half of the year 1748 paffed m 
the fame ftate of fufpended hoftihties. But on the 29th of July §, 
admiral BoCcawen arrived from England, with a reinforcement of 
land-forces, and with a fquadron of fhips of war , which, when 
joined to thofe already on the coaft, formed the greateft marine 
force, that had ever been feen in the Eaft Indies. The admiral, pof- 
deffing a decided fupenority, immediately began to a£t offenfively, 
and laid fiege to Pondicherry. The negligence -of the Company’s 

* Rous’s Appendix, No I, p, 13 J Rous’s App ubi fupra. 

t Ibid 5 Univer&l Hift vol x 
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penfion of about 400I. a year, for “ the right and lawful king” of 
Tanjore This they thought a handfome annual allowance for 
their ROVAL Ally!* But they feem afterwards to have loft fight 
of even this wretched pittance, in the attention to their own inte— 
reft, and — that of the Company This was the firft fample of 
the Company’s wars in India. They began hoftilities under a pre- 
tence of doing jufticc to another, but they put an end to them, when 
they obtained the objedl deftined for thcmfelves. His dethroned 
Majesty, however, had a very lucky efcape Pretaupa-Sing had 
infifted ftrongly on his being delivered into his hands § But when 
the Prefidency hefitated on this point, the honour of Admiral Bof- 
cawen interpofed , and infifted on their refufing the modejl de- 
mand of the reigning king of Tanjore But neither the honour 
of Admiral Bofeawen, nor any regard for their own, could induce 
the Board to rejed, with fpirit, the infolent demands of Pretaupa 
Sing On the contrary, they gratified his refentment and pacified 
his fears, with a breach of public faith, fcarce paralleled by any 
inftance in hiftory It was ftipulatcd by a fecret article, that “ they 
“ ftiould prevent the Pretender,” the very perfon, whom they had 

• Rods’s Appendix, No V p iS had offered tbe folio sing p-opofair, which Ma- 

f Ibid p 51 jor Lawrence wnies ihe Prefident he beimes to 

t. Ibid p 33 Where ^hass ji is not men— be the beft terms thej can be brought to 
tinned, at all, in the articles agreed upon, be- To paj one lack of rupees on account of t'le 
tween Maior Lawrence and Pretaupa Sing cxpenccs of the expedition 

§ Rous’s Appendix, No Lp 3: — 33 To gne a grant of the fort of Deu-Cotali to 

Extradl of Fort St. David Confultaaons, the Compan) for ever, with lands about it to 
30th June, 1749 the yeaily value of 9000 pagodas 

ThePreGdent bavung received a letter from Upon the receipt of the above letter, he hid 
Major Lawrence at Devi-Cotah, in anfwer to the fame before General Bofeawen and Mr 
the propofals fent him the 28th inflant, tomske Prince, and Major Lawrence writes that it is 
^tothe ambaffadors towards forwarding a peace, his opinion no better terms could be obtained, 
which were rejrfled by them^ that the) were and thofc made being verj advantageous to the 
highly incenfed at the. article of allowing a Honourable Company, it was agreed upon by 
maintenance for the fupport of Sahajee Rajah, them to accept the fame, and a letter was wrote 
and infilled ftrongly npon his being delivered up to that porpofc to Major Lawrence laft night, 

10 them , but that after a long conference they 
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called ,in a foleihti treaty “ die right and lawful king” of Tanjore, 
from giving any further moleftation to Pretaupa Sing , to enfure 
which, it was necelfaryi to fecurc his‘pcrfon ” ’ The wretched 
Shaw-ji having found means to efcape, 'from the hands of his faith- 
lefs -allies, they feiTled his Uncle and, by a flrange perverfion of juf- 
tice, detained him a pnfoner at Fort St. David, for nine years, till 
he was releafed by the French, when they took the place, in 1758 if. 

‘ Though courage'was none of the virtues pofTeffed by Pretaupa- 
Sing II, the terms he granted were not the effedls of his fears from 
the Britifh arms A ftorm, which threatened mbre ferious confe- 
quenceS, than the efiFOrts for the pretended reftoration of Shaw-ji, 
had been advancing, for fome time, and had partly fallen already 
in the' neighbouthood of Tanjore Mahommed, emperor of the 
Moguls, having languifhed upon his throne, ever fince the villainy 
of Hs fervants and the violence of Nadir Shaw broke the power of 
the Empite, had died in the year 1747 His deatii was foon after 
followed by that of the Nizam, who had arrived, notwithftanding 
the anxieties vand inquietudes anfing from a life of intrigue, iniquity 
and ambition, to the amazing age of one hundred and four years.’ 
The reverence impreffed by great age and long continuance of power 
had effeflually eftablifhed his authority , and. as he had, in a man- 
ner, outlived the memory of half his enraes, he was much refpedted 
throughout an empire, which his villainy had ruined 


His family The Nlzam left five fons, fome of whom inherited his talents, 
but all his crimes. When he moved the whole machine of govern- 
ment at Delhi, after the departure of Nadir Shaw, he obtained the 
office of Captain-general of the Imperial troops, for his eldcft fon, 
Ghazi-ul-dien, who had remained at the capital, difturbing, by in- 
trigue and fadtion, the government of the prince, whole commiffion 


J Orme, vol ii p 318. 


II Orme, ^ol, 1, 


Dow’s Decline of the Empire, p 47' 

he 
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lie bore. Nazii Jung, the fecond Ton, had acconapanicdhis father to ^ 

the Decan, and had borne a part of the eight of his government. ’ 

The other three fons pafled their time, in their father’s court 
or camp, m that unimportant ohfeunty, which ever attends princes, 
who are not emplo) ed in public affairs. The abfence of the cldeft 
fon at Delhi had encouraged Nazir Jung to e\;pe£t the government of 
the Decan, after his father’s demife , but the inclinations of the 
Nizam, for he had no conftitiitional power to difpofc of the fuccef- 
fion, feem to have leaned to his grandfon, Muziffer Jung, the fon of 
Nazir i The latter, poffcffing himfelf of the Nizam’s treafurc. His fecond* 

* fon, Nczir 

feized, with facility, his government ; whilft the former, who had Jung, fuc- 
magnified his grandfather’s affcdion into an aftual difpofal of thd 
Decan by will in his own favour, retired to the countries weft of 
Golconda, where he kept the field with a confidcrable army 

Chundcr-Saib, who had been taken by the Marattas in Tntchino- 
poly, m March 174:, had remained, for fix ) ears, ' prifoner at Sat- P ‘I'on 
tara Having, at length, obtained his enlargement, by the promile ^ 1^9 
of a confiderablc ranfom, for the payment of which M Duplcix 
had pledged his word ||, he collcdled an array, and joined himfelf to i°r Jung 
the fortunes of Muziffer Jung In concert with the councils of the 
French, the united force of the two adventurers, confifting of 
forty thoufand men, moved towards the confines of the Carnatic, 
where they were joined by four hundred Europeans, and two thou- 
fand difciplined fepoys, at the inftance of M Dupleis, Anwar— 
ul-dien, Nabob of the Carnatic, receiving intellfgence of the inva- 
fion, had encamped with twenty thoufand men under the fort of 
Amour, about fifty miles weft of Arcot, On the 23d of July 1749% 


Dow’s Dcdirc of the Empire, p 52 
Orme fays, that Muziffer, to whom he gircs 
the name of Mi-izafa, was the Niz m’s granl- 
fon b) a daughter But, on the internal Hate 
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he was attacked m his camp, firft by the French, then by the-troops 
of Chunder-Saib j and, after exhibiting proofs of fpirit' and^per- 
fonal valour, he loft his hfe and the field to the enc-my. His eldeft 
fon, Mapheus Chan, was taken pnfdner, but his fecond fon, Ma- 
hommed All, iheprefent Nabob, found means to efcape to Tritchino- 
poly, where the treafure of his father lay § The vitftors took pof- 
feffion of Arcot, where Muziffer aflumed the ftate as well as the title 
of Nizam Proceeding from thence to Pondicherry, he appointed, 
at that place, his friend, Chunder-Saib, Nabob of the Carnatic 
While the French, led by the fpinted counfels of M Dupleix, 
were eflabliftiing their influence in the Carnatic, by accomplifliing a 
revolution in its government, the fervants of the Enghfli Company 
were negligent and idle fpedtators of a fcene, which involved their 
interefts, if not their very ex-iftence, on the coaft of Coromandel.’ 
In vain did Mahommed Ah fohcit their aid to overturn the fabric 
which their rivals had ereded, and to reftore the authority of his fa- 
mily Either excefs of caution or fear had reftrained thofe vigor- 
ous refolutions, which their ftate required 11 . They only fent a hun- 
dred and twenty Europeans || to the afliftance of Mahommed Ah ; 
-and though Admiral Bofcawen, perceiving the dangerous cnfis of 
affairs, had declared, that, upon a proper requifition from the Pre- 
fidency, he would remain on the coaft, they fuffered the fleet and 
troops to return to Europe, on the 21ft of Odober 1749 +. 

Chunder Saib, having acquired the title of Nabob of the Car- 
natic, began to exert the authority annexed to the office. The re- 
fources of Muziffer Jung, as .well as his own, being exhaufted, he 
xefolved to fupply the wafte m their treafure, by the wealth of the- 

§ Orme, vol i p 133 ance It was neceflary to put a Hop to the 

j- Major Lawrence’s Narrative, p 4 progrefs of the French, whether injullice to 

t Univerfal Hiflory, vol x p 190. aflift iht laiu/nl frinct sgamd rtbils, or as an 

■«I Orme, vol 1 p J33 inS of felf defence,” S:c Lawrence’s Nar- 

!]•“ Ever fince Anaverdi Cawn’e defeat, hs rative, p 5 
fon, Mahommed All, had defired our affid- * Orme, ubi fupra 
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Hajah of Tanjore. Pictcnding an illegality in all afts of govern- 
ment, ever fincc the murder of Sipadar Ali, in i74-> he made a 
demand of the arrears of tribute, and marched with his army to 
fupport that demand ' Prctaiipa-Sing, terrified by the invafion, yet 
unwilling to pay fo large a fum, endeavoured to protrad affairs by 
negociation He correfponded, in the mean time, uith Mahommed 
Ah at Tntchinopoly , and both joined in c'whorting Nazir Jung at 
Golconda, to come in perfon, after the example of his father, to 
fettle the affairs of the Carnatic Chunder-Saib, but efpecially his 
French auxihanes, tired by this ftudied delay, attacked and earned 
one of the gates of his capital , and, though they were prevented 
by ftrong retrenchments, from entering the town, Pretaupa was fo 
tlioroughly intimidated, that he agreed to pay 875,000 1 to Chun- 
der-Saib, as Nabob, and 25,000! to the French troops, as his 
auxiliaries But a hidden change in the hate of affairs faved his 
money to the Rajah, excepting an mconfiderable fum, which he had 
immediately paid 

The Emperor Mahommed had been fuccceded in the throne of Delhi, 
by his fon Ahmed, a v>oak, irrcfolute, and unfortunate prince Ghazi- 
ul-dien, the cldeft fon of the late Nizam, had obtained from Ahmed 
the government of the Decan Nazir Jung, hearing of his brother’s 
appointment, had marched with a great army from Aurungabad to- 
wards Delhi , not on pretence of war, but to pay his refpc£ls to the 
Emperor Ahmed, dreading this ceremonious vifit, confirmed Nazir 
Jung in his ufurpation by a formal commiffion ■] , and that viceroy 
had juft returned to his capital, when intelligence of the progrefs of 
Muziffer Jung and Chunder-Saib arrived from the Carnatic. Having 
left Golconda with an army, which increafed on its march to three 
hundred thoufand men, with eight hundred pieces of cannon, and 
thirteen hundred elephants, he arrived in the prownce, in the month 

• Ormc, vol 1 p ij6 f Dow’f Dec! nc of he Cmpirc, p .j.S 
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CHAP of February 1750. Maliommed Ali, as Nabob of the Carnatic 
. - — 1 had been fummoned to attend his fuperior, with his forces ; and he 

b/theNaSb accordingly joined him at Waldore, about fifteen miles from Pondi- 
cherry, with fix theufand horfe, together with the few Britiflx 
troops, whom he had in garrifon at Tritchinopoly. 

Heis joined Major Lawrence, with fix hundred Europeans from Fort St. Da- 
bythcBritilh jomed Nazir Jung, on the a2d of March, jufl: as' that viceroy 

had come in fight of the army under Muziffer and Chunder-Saib. 
A mutiny arifing among the officers, the French troops, with Chun- 
- Muziffer’s der Saib, retreated to Pondicherry. The army of Muziffer was 
e^L'd'^he^' routed and difperfed. He himfelf fubmitted, and, having implored 
^mfeiffub- mercy of Nazir Jung, remained a ftate pnfoner m his camp §. 

Nazir Jung, in confequence of his vidory, was acknowledged every 
where Viceroy of the Decan, and his a£ts of government were confe- 
quenily legal M. Dupleix, whofe fchemes were rather retarded, 
than fruftrated, by the apparent ruin of his allies and friends, wrote 
wnt«againft him a letter of pretended fiibmiffion , though he had the prefump- 
Mahommed mfift, that none of the family of Anwar-ul-dien ffiould ever 

govern the province of Arcot f. 

Negligent This infolent requifition neither deferved nor received anyanfwer. 
Nazir Jong Nazir Jung, in the mean time, retired to Arcot, where he refigned 
himfelf to his favourite pleafures of the Haram and hunting. 
Without abilities and deftitute of application, he fuffered his mi- 
nifters to propofe meafures, upon which he inftantly decided with- 
out examination, or any regard either to their juftice or iniquity. 
Hcoffendshs The abfurdity of his conduit offended his friends; and his inatten- 
fnends bufinefs raifed the contempt of his enemies The num- 

ber of the latter was great, within his camp and near his perfon ; 


Negligent 
conduft of 
Nazir Jong 


friends 


t It appears from Rous’s Appendix, that niflied a claim to preference in the eyes of Na- 
Mahommed Ah had, in his father’s Iife-timc, zir Jang, who was adlually the legal Subah, by 
cb'aired, from the old Nizam, the reverfion of commiffion from the reigning Mogul 
the Nabobfhip of Arcot Though this grant § Lawrence’s Narrative, p 7. 
might not have been ftriflly legal, jet it fur- f Ibid p 8 

and 
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and, having formed a fecret defign againft his life and government, ^ ha p 
they held a correfpondence with M Dupleix and advifed him to 
proceed to open hoftility The French, accompanied by Chunder- anainll his 
Saib, took the field. Mahommed Ali oppofed them, in conjundlion 
with the Britifh troops j but his treafury being exhaufted, he could 
neither furnifli thofe troops with pay, nor provide magazines J. They 
were, therefore, ordered to quit his ftandard. The next night, after The French 

defeat Ma 

this defertion, the French furprifed the Nabob in his camp , and, hommed Ab 
with little lofs to themfelves, routing and difperfing his undifci- 
,plined army, forced him to fly to Arcot Purfuing their vidtory, 
they took Gingee by aflault , which, at length, rouzed Nazir Jung 
from that dream of pleafure, which he had indulged ever fince the 
defeat and impnfonment of his fon Having, therefore, aflem- 
bled a confiderable army, in the end of September 1750, he, moved 
Ins ftandards, from Arcot, towards Gingee f- 

Nazir Jung’s taking the field was the gre^t point, towards which the The confpi- 
confpirators had turned their eyes, for accomplifliing, with certainty N^r^ong. 
and fecurity, his deftruCtion. Whilft he remained in a fettled place 
of refidence, the pomp and numerous attendants furrounding his 
perfon rendered any attempt upon his life doubtful m the exe- 
cution and dangerous to the aflaflin, Ihould he even fucceed in his 
defign But, m any expedition, the confpirators, from their rank, 
were certain of commanding one half of his army, and they had it 
in their power to make the events of war fubfervient to their views 
The moft confiderable of thofe, who were engaged in the plot, were of 

the Nabobs of Cuddupa and Canoul, who had attended Nazir Jung, Cuddupaand 
in his expedition to the Carnatic, from their refpedllve governments. 

Both were Patans by birth, and both led their native troops , a race 
of men, though fierce and bold, lefs remarkable for valour againft 
declared enemies, than for treachery to thofe who hired their fervice. 


t Lawrence’s Narr p lo. 


Orme, vol i p, 151 
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The unwieldy army of Nazir Jung, being obftruCted, in its 
march, by the rams, which fet in at that feafon of the year was 
forced to remain in a camp, , within fisteen' miles of Gingee Whilft 
he fuffered himfelf to be amufed by a negociation, which was ear- 
ned on with M Dupleix at Pondicherry, the confpirators had fettled 
their plan of operations, which was to be carried into execution, m 
concert with the French at Gingee Things being, at length, 
prepared, M de la Touche, who now commanded the troops •j', 
marched from Gingee with eight hundred Europeans and three 
thoufand fepoys With this fmall force, he furprifed, in the night, 
the camp of Nazir Jung, who expedted nothing lefs than hoftilities 
from a nation, with whom he had juft ratified a treaty The im- 
nienfe rabble, rather than army, which were next the enemy, were 
foon thrown into confufion Riding on an elephant, to bring up the 
Patans, who were in his i ear, to adlion, the Subah queftioned harflily 
the Nabob of Cuddupa , who anfwered him with his carrabine, and 
{hot him with two bullets through the heart He had fcarcely fallen 
to the ground, when his head was fevered from his body, fixed orp 
a fpear, and carried to Muziffer Jung , who was inftantly releafed, 
and declared Nizam, amidft thofhouts of the whole army. 

Though filch revolutions are pot uncommon, in the annals of the 
Eaft, the French, with their ufual vanity, magnified an event ac- 
compliflied, by mere aftalfi nation, into one of the moft brilliant ac- 
tions that had ever happened in war M Dupleix, Whofe reputation 
feemed to require, that the part he had a6ted, in this difgraceful 
bufinefs, fhould remain concealed, formed a plan for perpetuating 
the memory of it to future ages. He propofed to build a city on the 
fpot, under the name of Dupleix-Fatteabad , thus branding, by 
cxcefiive vanity, his own name to poftenty, by connecting it with a 
dcteftable murder. To thofe, who may chufe to confider this fubject 


J- Orme and Lawrence, pifncK 
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with altcntion, n will, perlnps, appeal that events, w’liich became af- 
terwards dcllrudno in tlicirconftqucnccs, proceeded more fiom Bri- 
tlfli negligence, llnn Fiericli valour Had the I’rcndcncy accepted 
the offer of -Admiral Bofeawen, in the preceding }ear, the influence 
of the nation, and the inlorefls of the* family of Anwar-ul-dicn, 
iniglit haac been fupported without the aid of Nazir Jung t ad 
iMjjor Lawrence accompanied that viceroy to Arcot, according to 
In'; mofl; carncR defiie, he fliould not ha\c fallen by French peifidy 
Had the Prefidenca not recalled the Bntifli troops fioin the aid of the 
Nabob, the Ircnch could not have obtained the aidor) at i riaadi , 
wbieb enabled them to gi\c aSubah to ilic Decan, and a Nabob to the 
Carnatie But il \ ould ppeir, that Ma]or Law rcncc iuflcred his ow n 
gallant fpint to be cramped and confined, b) the narrow councils of a 
commeieial Boaid 

The murder, which railed Muzillcr to the Subahflnp of the 
Decan, fubjeded him to the infolencc of thofc, to whom he owed 
Ins power I hough aflaffination was but a light crime in the eyes 
of the Patan Nabobs, tiie} valued us reward at a high rate i hat 
reward the} inRantly afl^cd, in terms more fuitcd to create terror 
than to e\citc gratitude Ilaaing caaded, without rcfufing their 
demands, Mui-iiler entered Pondieheir), on the 15th of December, 
whither he a>as followed, the ne’\t day, by the clamourous Nabobs. 
They explained to M Dupleix the promifcs of iMuzifFcr, and their 
owm claims, which averc a rcmilhonof all pall arrears, a total exemp- 
tion from luturc tribute, nid an augmentation of territory, with one 
half of the treafure of Niz.11 Jung Finding that M Dupleix was 
determined to fuppnrt hiiizifici, they fiippreffcd their refentment, 
for the time, acquiefced, m appearance, to liis propofals, and fwore 
allegiance to the new Subah 

* Ljttfcncc, Orme, India Papers, Private Information, pafilm 
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Though the Patan Nabobs complained of Muziffer’s deficiency m 
gratitude, he feems to have earned that virtue to a degree of extra- 
vagance towards M Dupleix and the French nation. He raifed 
the former to the regency of the whole country, between the Cnftna 
and Cape Comorin , he ceded to the latter confiderable territories 
in the Carnatic, together with the city of Mafulipatnam in Gol- 
conda Chunder-Saib obtained the Nabobfhip of Arcot, in fubor- 
dination to M, Dupleix , and others were rewarded in proportion to 
their merit in the late revolution. As the perfonal fafety of a prince, 
who owed his power to the intrigues of M Dupleix, and the arms 
of the French, was a ’matter of the laft importance, a body of 
French troops, under M BuflTy, was ordered to attend the new Su- 
bah to Golconda It confifted of three hundred Europeans, and two 
thoufand Sepoys, with ten field-pieces ; and, under this efcort, 
Muzi6Fer left Pondicherry, on the fourth of January 1751 

In the beginning of February, Muziffer Jung, with his unwieldy 
army, had advanced as far as the province of Cuddupa, the govern- 
ment of his predeceflbr’s murderer. Some irregularities committed, 
by a few licentious horfemen, brought, at once, to view, a cou- 
fpiracy that had been long formed. The Nabobs of Cuddupa, Ca- 
noul, and Savanpore, joining their forces, under pretence of re- 
prclTing the depredations of the horfemen, attacked the rear-guard 
of the Subah , and, being repulfed, occupied a defile in his front. 
Driven from thence by the French artillery, they were purfued 
\Mth too much eagernefs by Muziffer Jung , who, coming up with 
the Nabob of Canoul, was flam by that chief in Angle combat. The 
rc\oltcd Nabobs were all cither killed or wounded mortally in the 
aCtion, which cofl his life to the Suba , and thus, in lefs than two 
months after the affan'ination of Na 7 ir Jung, the four principal con- 
fpirators fell by each other’s fwords M Biifly, to preferve the in- 

■’ L3\rcrc’, Ormc, India Paper*, Pmatc Information, palHm. 
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flucncc of his naiion, by creating a new Subah, raifed to that dig- 
nity Sullabut-Jung, third fon of the old Ni/am , \\ho, \Mth t^^o of 
his brothers, was a prifoner m the camp, \\hcn h]ii 7 ifFcr was flam ]. 

The fame languor which had fcizcd the Englifli Prefidency, after 
the retreat of Law rcnce from the army of Nazir Jung, when that 
Subah marched to \rcot, m the preceding )car, flill benumbed their 
councils , if they can be faid to haac had any councils at all The 
retreat of their troops, from Trivadi, though the immediate caufe 
of all fuccccding misfortunes, was only a continuation of thofc nar- 
row' and undccifne mcafurc<5, which had uniformly marled their 
condud, e\cr fince the commencement of the difputes, which had 
in\olvcd the Carnatic in all the horrors of a end war Major Law'- 
rence, though not remarkable for political abilities, was a man of 
fpirit and a good foldier , but fo little impredion had the uncertainty 
of public events made upon the Prefidency, that they permitted that 
ofiicer to return to Europe, in Odober 1750, on his owi] private 
affairs. The affalTination of Nazir Jung, the elevation of Muziffer, 
the influence acquired by the Prencli, m not only difpofing of the 
provinces, but even the empire of the foutb, inflcad of roufing the 
minds of the Prefidency, to n fenfe of their owm danger, depreffed 
their fpirits with aRonifliracnt and fear 

Chundcr-Saib, b) the authority of Muziffcr Jung and under the 
protcdion of the French, c\crcifcd all the fundions of government 
at Arcot, as Nabob of the Carnatic. The fort of Tritchinopoly re- 
mained only to Mahommed Ah , for Madura, which depended upon 
It, had been feizcd by one Allum Chan who had declared for 
Chunder-Saib. 

f It IS generally bclicsed, bs the bell in- adianlagcs, which \ ere likeh to arife to him- 
fjrmcd natiscs of Hirdoflan, that M Bufiy fc'f, from hiung it in his pov cr to make a 
h mfcif was ro (Iranger to the confpiracy, rew Subah, and winked, perhap*, at a con- 
which dep ived Muziffcr of his life and go- fpiracs, v hich he might hate defeated 
vernment. That acute Frenchman forefaw tic * Ormc, vol i. p 169 
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Unaffifted by the Englifli, vvhofe interefl; was involved m lus 
caufe, without treafure, and confequently without an army, op- 
preffed by the defeQion of his friends, and awed by the appa- 
rent fuperiority of his enemies, the Nabob began to defpair of 
his own affairs. Under an apparent impoffibility of lecovenng the 
whole province, together with the improbability of being even able 
to keep what he pofTeffed, he opened, by the advice of the Prefi- 
dency, a treaty with his rival , offering to relinquifh his claim to 
the Carnatic, upon condition of being permitted to keep the quiet 
poffeffion of Tritchinopoly and its dependencies f. In vain had the 
court of Delhi efpoufed the caufe of Mahommed Ah, by fending 
him Sunnuds for the government of the Carnatic Troubles at 
home had deprived them of the power of quieting difturbances abroad. 


’ 75 ' Fortunately for the mtcrefts of Great Britain, as well as for thofe 

The terms ^ 

oflercdtolum of the family of Anwar ul-dien, Chunder-Saib, but more efpe- 
rejcfled, cially the French, who had profcnbed that family, treated the pro-- 
' pofals made by the Nabob, under the fandlion of the Prefidency, 
with the higheft contempt This peremptory refufal was the firfl; 


thing, which roufed the fervants of the Company, to a fenfe of 
H. ijat their own danger In the end of January 1751, they fent a ftrong 
por'd by'the detachment to fupport the Nabob m Tritchinopoly | In the be- 
ginning of April, upon intelligence that Chunder-Saib and his 
allies, the French, intended to befiege Tritchinopoly, confiderable 
Chundcr-Saib force took the field under Captain de Gingins But they were 
T'cnch be- defeated at Volconda , and retreated to 1 ritchinopoly, which was 
invefted by the enemy in the end of July Inftead of attacking 
the place in form, they contented themfelves with a ufelefs cannon- 
ade, which they adorned with all the terms of a regular fiege"^. 
Afucccfjful A fuccefsful diverfion made, on the fide of Arcot, which place 
^ ° was furprifed by Captain Clive on the firfi; of September, formed 


J Ibid. * Ibid p 14 

6 


t Lawrence’s Narrative, p 12. 
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the moR fplcndid pirt of a campaign, little diflinguiflicd by im- 
portant c\cnts Chundcr-Saib, Inaing vveakened Ins army liy a 
detachment fent to retake Arcot, laa inadnc m Ins camp, before 
Triiclnnopoly. Thenegoe ations of the Nabob had raifcd new allies to 
fupport his caufc The troops of the Rajah of MafTorc had marched 
from Senngapatnam, the capital, in the end of 1751, upon a pro- 
mifc of c\travagant terms for their aid A body of Marattas, a na- 
tion acciiflomed to fell their aalour to the highcfl bidder, had already 
penetrated the mountains, in favour of the Nabob , but, w ith the 
ufual caution of Indian mercenaries, the) remained inactive, till for- 
tune fliould incline the fcalc , being determined to join the flrongcR, 
and fo partake of the ad\antagcs of Malory, without the dangers 
of war. 

The Rajah of M) fore, being a minor, his troops were commanded 
by his uncle, who armed, with a confidcrablc force, atTritchinopoly, 
in January 1752 The mercenary Marattas, under the command 
of Moran-row, an cntcrprifing partizan, at the fame time joined 
the Nabob Thefc jun£lions induced the Rajah of Tanjore to liflen 
to the requifitions of that Prince and to the fohcitations of the prefi- 
dency, to fend two thoufand foot, with three thoufand horfe, under 
the command of his General, Monajif Whilft the event remain- 
ed doubtful, he was cautious of declaring for either fide He per- 
mitted the Britifli and the French troops to march indifcriminately 
through his countr)*, to the fcenc of aflion % Though he pofTclTed 
a natural averfion for Chundcr-Saib, he was not a friend to the legal 
Nabob His objefl:, at Icafl: his wifli, was to fee both reduced to a 
Rate of w'eaknefs, which might prevent the viftor from enforcing the 
pajment of the tribute, which the troubles of the times had enabled 
him to keep in his own hands. 
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Major Lawrence arriving from England, at Fort St. David, on 
the 15th of March, took the command of a party, ready to march 
to Tritchmopoly, on the 17th, which place he reached on the 2cjth 
of the fame month § A detail of military operations is foreign to 
the defign of this difquifition. It is fufficient to obferve, that Chun- 
der-Saib and his allies, the Fiench, became inferior m condudt, as 
well as in number, to their enemies, Inclofed in the ifland of Se- 
ringam, which is formed by the divided ftreams of the Cavery, 
near Tritchmopoly, their army was reduced, at laft, to the greateft 
extremity. Chunder-Saib, without money to pay his troOps, found 
them more dangerous enemies, than thofe whom he oppofed De- 
prived of reflexion, by his misfortunes, he entered into a negoci- 
ation for protedtion with his greateft foCj Mona-ji, the commander 
of the troops of Tanjore. Vainly hoping, that the gratifying his 
avarice would fupprefs his refentment, he advanced the laft poor 
pittance of his treafure to Mona-ji But, though that chief had 
promifed and even fworn, to permit him to efcape, through his part 
of the camp, the petfidious villain put him in irons, the moment he 
was in his power || 

A difpute arofe between the allies about the pofleflion of the un- 
fortunate pnfoner. The Nabob wifhed to fecure the perfonofa 
rival, who had been, and ftill might be dangerous, to his own 
power The Myforean, inveterate againft Chunder-Saib, for endea- 
vouring, under the government of Dooft Ah, to enforce' the claims 
of the Carnatic, on the dependence of his country, breathed nothing 
but revenge Moran row, w'ho commanded the Marattas, wifhed 
to convert the captivity of the wretched pnfoner, to his own profit, 
and Mona-ji, remembering his repeated attacks on Tanjore, hoped 
to gratify his mafter, with the pofleflion of his ancient enemy. 

§ Lawicncg’s Nairatuc, p 21,22,23 H Ibid, p 28 

Finding 
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Finding that the power of the competitors would clTcaually defeat 
his dcfigns, he rcfolvcd to finifli the contcR, by putting an end to 
the life of the piifoncr \ To c\ccutc his purpofc, he emplo)cd a 
Patan, who found the wrctclicd old nnn,' in fetters, flrctchcd on 
the floor, and rendered unable, b) the infii unties of ficknefs, to rear 
himfelf from the ground I Haiing flabbed him to the heart, the 
aflaflin earned his head to Mona-jl I, who afterwards fent it, accord- 
ing to the cuftom of the Eafl, to the Nabob 

The death of Cliunder Saib, inftcad of putting an end to the 
troubles, which his ambition had raifed, fowed the feeds of a new 
■war The Nabob, when deferted, or rather feebly affifled by the 
fervants of the Company, in the year 1751, had obtained the aid of 
the Myforcans, upon terms fo c\traordinary, that both parties had 
an intcrcft in keeping them concealed Thefe were no Icfs than the 
ccfTion of Tntchinopoly, with all its dependencies, to the Rajah of 
Myforc, for the rfriflance of tint prince, in putting Mahommed Ah 
in poflcfTion of the Carmtic When Chtindcr-Saib was removed 
and his arm) difpcrfcd, the M}forcan infiflcd, tliat his part of the 
agreement w as fully accompliflicd But the Nabob aflerted, with more 
rcafon, that the wages ought not to be paid, till the ferxicc was ef- 
fcdluall} performed Much }Ct remained to be done The French 
and the adherents of Chundcr-Saib were flill in poflTeffion of fe^eral 
places of ftrength § , and many chiefs, taking advantage of the 
public confufions, maintained fcteral large diviflons of the Carna- 
tic, m defiance of both the rivals for its government He argued, 
that It was neither agreed, nor m itfelf reafonable, that Tritchino- 


• Orme, vol i 
p =S 

-}■ Orme, vol I 


p 240 L:\srcocc’s Nar 
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t Thus did Chunder-Saib pT\ the jufl price 
of his ambition and prefumption In pniate 
life he 15 faid to hate been a man of great Lenc- 


M 


volence, humanit), and generofity With re- 
gard to his public charadlcr , in this country, 
ambition being a \enial fault, esery man who 
fuccccds IS a great man, if he fails, he is only 
rechoned unfortnnatc. Last rencc’s Narr. p ;S 
§ hattrcnces Narratitc, p 3a 
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poly Ihould be the price of its own relief, for that fliould he be 
deprived of that place, without being put in pofleflion of any other 
dominion, it was indifferent to him, whether it fell to his enemies 
or to his pretended friends 'f. 

Thefe reafonings had fo little efiFedt on the Myforean, that though 
he did not break forth into open hoftility, he declined to appear as 
the Nabob’s ally in the field. He ftill continued in the neighbour- 
hood of Tritchinopoly, 'with the Marattas, whom he had gained 
over to his views , and, taking poffeffion of the pagoda of Se- 
ringam, was hitnfelf fafe againft infult, whilft he watched every 
opportunity to feize the city, which, he affirmed, was his right, as 
the reward of the aid he had already beftowed The remaining 
part of the year 1752 was diftinguifhed, by various events. The 
Britifh were repulfed in an attempt on the fortrefs of Gingee. They 
defeated the French at Bahoor J. M. Dupleix, forging Sunnuds 
from Delhi, invefted himfelf with the governments of all the coun- 
tries to the fouth of the Criftna In his quality of pretended Subah, 
he firft railed and then difplaced the fon of Chunder-Saib, as Na- ■ 
bob of the Carnatic. He conferred that title on Mortaz-Ali, here- 
ditary governor of Vellore; but it was to obtain money from that 
wealthy chief. Having inflamed the difcontent of the Myforean, 
by his artifices and promifes, he had the addre/s, before the end of 
the year, to turn, againft Mahommed Ah, thofe very arms, which 
had come to his aid the preceding year^. But the intngues of 
M. Dupleix only fufpended, but could .not alter the fate of the 

f Lawrence, p. zg Orme, vol i — Pn- fclUon, by a royal Sunnud, of the Subahfhip 
vate Information, India Papers, paffim of the Decan When he had advanced to the 

t Orme, vol i p 2,6, z^y Lawrence’s neighbourhood of Aurungabad, his brother Sul- 
Narrative, p 36 labutjung, the reigning Subah, prevailed with 

* Audi citat. paffim one of Ghazi ul-dien’s wives to take him off. 

In Oftober 1752, Ghazi-ul-dien, the eldelb by poifon, which put an end to the concert 
fon of the old Nizam, marched from Delhi, Dow’i Decline, p 52. 
with an army of 150,000 men, to take poffef- 
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Carnatic. The very war, which he had firfl: fomented and had con- ^ P 

tinned fo long, deprived him of Tcfources for carrying it on, either — 

•with vigour or with fuccefs. The chiefs, attached to the family Vanomm- 
of Sadatulla had contributed to the cxpencc, as long as Chunder- 
Saib lived But they had withdrawn their fupplics, on account of 
the weaknefs of his fon. Mortaz-Ali, whom M Duplei-^ raifed 
to the titular office of Nabob, could neither be trufted nor fupported 
by the friendChip of his family; and the only appearance of virtue 
he-pofTeffed, was a diffidence of himfelf. The Marattas, whom 
M DupleiK had gained to his aid, were fcarcely lefs dangerous, as 
friends, than they had been, as enemies. His acquifition of the and mined 
Myforeans, though it gave trouble to his opponents, brought no 
benefit to himfelf. Their commander was weak, credulous, and 
undecifivc , miftaking perpetually his own intereft, and, inftead of 
giving aid, {landing always in need of fupport His obftinacy, 
however, fupplicd, m fome degree, the place of firmnefs Deter- 
mined to obtain an objed, which would rum him in the pofTeffion, 
he remained three years, in the neighbourhood of Tntchinopoly , 
and nothing but a ferious mvafion at home, could recal him, 
at laft, from his wild fehemes abroad Having remained, in a 
manner befieged, in the ifland of Senngam, till the 14th of April 
1755, he fuddenly decamped, after having loft his time, his trea- 
fure and many troops, in purfuit of a chimerical advantage. 

Weak, however, as the condud of the Myforean was, and wild 

Wfakcon- 

and impradicable, as the ambitious fehemes of Duplei-^ had been, duaofthe 
they created much trouble to the Englifh and much anxiety and lofs M^ro'e° 
to their ally, the Nabob of the Carnatic During the doubtful events of Fauhiefs con- 
war, their pretended friends proved faithlcfs to the former, and his fn^dfonbe 
valTals to the latter The Rajah of Tanjore, in particular, whofe money fillf 

and -whofe power ought to have turned the fcale, in favour of the Nabob 
Nabob, amufed him with inlidious proraifes of aid at a time, he Treachery of 

the Rajah of 

*■ Lawrence’s Narrative, p 4;. Tanjore. 

adually 
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adually coirefponded and treated with his enemies. Whilft the Ma- 
lattas aided the French with cavalry, the want of horfe was the 
principal obftacle to the piogrefs of the Nabob’s affairs |] The 
Rajah could fupply cavalry ; but his aid was required and fohcited in 
vain. In February I753t at the earneft requeft of the Piefidency, 
'he ordered his horfe to march ; but he recalled them, before a 
jundion could be made §. This heavy difappointment obliged Ma- 
jor Lawrence to remain inadive in his camp, “ contemplating the 
“ fituation of the enemy, and fretting at his incapacity to attack 
'* them :j:,” — “ whilft (fays the Major) the enemy were fo fuperior 
“ to us in cavalry, that we were ofteu obliged to march our whole 
“ body, to effort ftores and provifions from Fort St David to our 
“ camp , always haraffed more or lefs by the Marattas "f ” 

In Apnl 1753 } the garrifon of Tntchinopoly was driven to the 
lall extremity for want of provifiong Major Lawrence, accompa- 
nied by the Nabob, refolved to march to its relief To encourage 
and, if neceffary, to awe the Rajah, he direded his route, through 
the neighbourhood of the capital pf Tanjore Pretaupa Sing met 
the Nabob and the commander of the troops, with great ceremony 
and fplendour, accompanied by three thoufand horfe and two hun- 
dred elephants, in rich trappings He feemed, lu appearance, to be 
convinced, that it was his own intereft’^, as it certainly was his 
duty, to fupport the Nabob. He accordingly gave orders to his 
horfe to accompany him to Tntchinopoly But fo faithlefs was the 
Rajah to his profeffions, or his troops to his commands, that they 
left both the Nabob and Major Lawrence, the very next day They 
remonftrated , they preffed 4-^ they entreated their junfhon , but m 
vain The cavalry retreated to Tanjore, promifing, however, to 


II Ormc, '■ol 1 p 2S1, Liwrencc, paflitn 
§ Ornc, \ol 1 L^^^rcncc fajs “ They 
“ came on fomc part of the way, but ihink- 
“ inp ns in a bad condition, they amufed uj 
*' Old) ujtli promifcs, and obliged our party 
to return to the army without them ’ P 41, 

5 


J Ormc, \oI I 
J- Narrative, p 41 

*^01100, vol I p 2 S 1 

•I Lawrence’s Nartatnc, p 44 
+ lbid 


return 
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return foon § The Major, juftly furpcding, that the Rajah wanted 
only to amufe the Nabob and his allies |j, proceeded to Tritchino- 
poly, with troops difpinted by difappointnient, and decreafed, m 
their numbers, by fatigue and ficknefs 

A condudl; fo faithlefs to his fupenor and fo adveife to the Englifli 
caufe, rendered the Rajah juftly fufpeded, of a coirefpondence or 
e\en a treaty uith the enemy The truth is, that, at the very time 
Pretaupa Sing paid his refpefts to the Nabob and the Englifh com- 
mander in chief, he entertained an agent from the Myforeans, at 
Tanjore That agent, having bribed the mimfter with money, and 
wrought upon the fears of the Rajah, gained both to the inteiefts 
of hismafler^. But to provide againfl; a reverfe of fortune, the 
latter palliated his refufal of affiftance to the Nabob and Englifh, 
with fpecious pretexts of Ioffes fuftained, from the Myforeans and 
their allies the Marattas He alleged, that the detachments of the 
latter had already deftroyed to the value of 100,000 1 in his country 
But " this pretended raifchief was no more than what all other parts 
“ of the country had fuffered from the Marattas, who, m their pre- 
“ datory excurfions, made no diftirnffion between the territories of 
friends and foes " ” The confequence of this duplicity of the 
Rajah was, that all fupplies of provifions from Tanjore were ftopt 
Inftead of being able to form magazines, the army near Tritchino- 
poly and the garnfon within that place found great difficulty in pro- 
curing gram, for immediate confumption In this diftrefsful fitua.- 
tion Major Lawrence was obliged to remain inaflive, for five weeks; 
whilft the French daily expedted reinforcements from the coaft if. 

An undecifive aftion, the increafing number of the enemy, the 
want of provifions, and, above all, the want of cavalry, convinced 
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Major Lawrence, that a reinforcement of troops was neceflary to 
turn the fcale of the war :jl The Rajah of Tanjore, deftitute of 
every fenfe of duty and deaf to intreaty, was to be fwayedby nothing, 
but perfonal fear The Major, accompanied by the Nabob, refolved 
to move towards Tanjore, and by mixing threats wuth pcrfuafion, 
to endeavour to induce him to fend the afliftance, he had fo often 
promifed in vain On the 2d of July 1753> the tioops encamped, 
about half-way between Tntchinopoly and Tanjore §. The ap- 
proach of an army foon determined Pretaupa Sing to furnifh the 
affiftance, they were coming to demand || The inftances of Mr. 
Palk, who had been, previoufly, fent to Tanjore, began to have 
effed, when there was danger, in refufing his requeft The Rajah 
ordered three thoufand horfe and two thoufand fepoys, under the 
command of Mona-ji, to join the army ; which, when the object of 
the expedition was, thus, obtained, returned to Tntchinopoly 

But this extorted aid was almoft immediately recalled, by the ver- 
fatility of Pretaupa Sing , for the Tanjorines returned home as foon 
as the fetting in of the Monfoon obliged the Nabob and Major 
Lawrence to canton their troops J. A fum of money, fent by the 
Myforean to Succo-ji, the Rajah’s favourite, a threatening letter from 
M. Duplenx to the Rajah himfelf, together with a rooted averfion 
to the caufe of the Nabob, and a diftrufl: of his allies, the Englifh, 
determined the faithlefs Tanjonne to break all his engagements 
He uas even upon the point of figning a treaty with the French and 
their allies and of taking an aftive part in the war , when an un- 
fuccefsful attempt on Tntchinopoly, in the end of November 1753, 
terrified him from his intended French alliancef. 


I Ijwrencc’i Narrative, p 48. 
S l-id 

II Orme, vol 1 p 196 

f I-aw recce’s Narrative, p 48 


-1- Ibid p 54 

• Orme, vol 1 p 319, 320. Lawrence’s 
Narrative, p 55. 

f Orme, vol 1 p 3*5 
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’* The Trench finding that their misfoitunc produced a change m 
his intention*;,’' and that he began to “ repent, tint he had fliewn 
“ fo much mchintion to abandon the Naliob and tlic Englifli,” rc- 
fohed to avaflc no more time in negoentmn, but prepared to fend a 
partv of Mar.atta*; to ravage hi*; countr) § Pretaupa bing, having 
intelligence of their defign, ordered a body of troops againfl the 
Marattas , but pretended that the objed of aficmbling tliofc troops 
wa*; to lom the Ilnglitli 1 He aaas foon dqanacd of this affumed 
merit , for the Tanjonnes refufed, upon tlic rcquifition of Major 
I.aurCnce, to loin the arm) 

The ^^arattas, ha\ ng penetrated into the protmcc of Fanjorc, 
had, from their icnor-'ncc of the countr), entangled thcinfcKcs 
betiaccn taao impaffablc branches of the rncr Colcroon Pent up 
in that difadaantagcous fituation, ba a fupcrior number of Tanjo- 
rinc;, under the command of Mona-ji, eight hundred of thena were 
killed, and the rcfl taken prifoncrs and impaled alixe"" Tlie Na- 
bob and lus allies had formed hopes, that this fuccefs \vOuld induce 
the llajah to fend his troops to join them , but they were again dif- 
appointed. Attached to the enemies of the Nabob, nothing but a 
turn of the fcalc of fortune in faanur of that prince, could induce 
Pretaupa Sing even to pte/erJ that he was his friend When any 
misfortune happened, he flew off to the intcrcfis of the enemy. 
Upon the defeat of the Tnghfli con\o) at Kelly- Cota'- in the month 
of February, he prevented his merchants from fupplymg Tntchi- 
nopoly with more proMfions |1 When, on account of the ncccffity 
of “ rccoaering the Rajah to the Nabob’s intercfl,’’ Mr Palk was 
fent to Tanjorc, in April 175.}, he found bun of difficult accefs •]. 
His miniflcr was dciotcd to the intcrcfis of the French and Myfo- 

^Ormr, vol i p 3:5 II Ibid p 346 Lav icnce’s Njrratue, p 

Jlbd f3 

t; Ormc and Livvrerce, paffim fLiwrcrcc’s Narrame, p 64 

* Orrac, %oI t ('5,1 
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reans. The Rajah himfelf was •v^avering and irrefolute , one hour 
feemingly convinced by Mr Palk’s arguments, the next hftemng to 
his mmifter, and approving his advice • upon tlie whole determining 
nothing But, though Mr. Palk prevented him from figning the 
treaty with theMyforeans, he could not induce him to fend Ins troops 
to join the Englifli §. 

Though the French, .under M. Maiflin, had wantonly attacked 
HeMhefi- Rajah’s country ; though they had broken down the mound at 
Coiladdy, which diverted the ftreams of the Cavery into the pro- 
vince , though their allies the Marattas had cut to pieces twelve 
hundred of his hoife, under his uncle Gauderow, though Major 
Lawrence, to woik upon his fears', had marched to Tanjorc ; Mr. 
Palk and Captain Caillaud found fome difficulty in perfuading him 
t)f his imprudence, in withdrawing his affiftance from the Engliffi 
Ions mtimi- and his fupenor, the Nabob Terrified by the army, under Major 

dated at laft ■, r i i i ^ r t-. r> 

Jane 7th Lawrencejl, and frightened by his own misfortunes, PretaupaSing 
abodyofhis ordeicd new troops to be raifed , and a confiderable body, under 

troops join 

Major Law- Mona-ji, joined the Engliffi at Atchempettah on the 27th of July 
1754. To fave his country fiom the depredations of the Marattas, 
who had lately cut off fo large a body of his horfe, he agreed, on 
the requifition of the Nabob, to fiirniffi the money demanded by 
thofe marauders, for evacuating the Carnatic 
Part/ writers Some late writers, v/ho call fidlion to the fupport of their party, 
tepnmanded. truth fails, have, from one of the authorities f 'fo often quoted, 

framed a tale very different, from the fads we haVe ftated above.' 
Contempt is too flight a punifliment, for men, who wilfully de- 
‘ceive Had the intelligent hiftorian, on whom they father their 
falfehoods, written ambiguoufly on the charader and conflud of 


The r fa'fe 
quotiUODS, 


J Laurence’s Narrative, p 6 i\ 

§ Orme, tol i p 348 
y Rous’s Appendix, No Vf p 66 
• Vide Orrne and Lawrence, pafiim The 
fum wai three lack of rupees , lutle more than 


30 000 1 and K IS even doubtful, whether the 
money was ever paid, Morari row having quit- 
ted the Larnatic in July 1 754 
■{• Mr Orme. 
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CHAP. IV. 

TianfaBions on the Coajl^ Jiom 1756, to the Cofwlujion 
of the Treaty^ hei^uJeen the Nabob and the Rajah of Ta?i- 
jo;e, in 1762. 

W HEN the Englifh and French were contending, about the 
eftabhfhmcnt of a go^ernor, over one of the Mogul pro- 
vinces, the Mogul empire was haflcning to that termination of 
esiQ.encc, to which human inftitutions, like man himfelf, feem to 
be deftined by fate The weak Ahmed Shaw, having fat near feven 
years upon the throne of Delhi, without either exertion or autho- 
rity, was depofed and deprived of fight, in the latter end of the 
year 1754^ He himfelf was the author of his misfortunes, but 
the a£tor, in the melancholy feene, waaShab ul-dien, fon of Ghazi- 
ul-dien and grandfon of the old Nizam That lord, though fiill a 
youth, pofleffed all the abilities, courage and villainy of his family 
Having impnfoned his mailer, he raifed Alumgire II the fon of 
Moaz-ul-dien and grandfon of Bahader Shaw, the fon and fucceflbr 
of Aurungzebe, to the vacant throne But this unfortunate prince, 
being as weak as his predecelTor, was but little calculated to reftore 
the empire to its^ former fplendourf 

All the provinces, except thole which lay between Delhi and 
Lahore, had been in fa£l difraembered from the empire, though 
they paid a nominal allegiance. The Decan bad been ufurped, by 

• Dow’s Decline of tte Empire, p 56 f Decline of the Empire, p. 50 
Lawrence’s Narraeve, p 58. 
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the family of the very perfon, to whom Alumgire owed his throne 
Guzerat was entirely loft , the three provinces of Bengal had fub- 
mitted to the government of a mean Tartar adventurer and his fuc- 
ceflbrs , Malava was divided among petty Rajahs , and Ajmere owned 
the authority of an independent prince. Moft of the provinces, which 
had been formerly fubjedt to the empire, were involved m all the 
horrors of a civil war. Villainy was pradtifed in every form, 
all law and religion were trodden under foot , the bands of private 
friendfliips and connedions, as well as of fociety and government, 
were broken , and every individual, as if in a foreft full of wild 
beafts, found no fafety, but in the ftrengih of his own arm 
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Sullabut Jung, whom the French had railed to the ofSce of Subah 
of the Decan, upon the death of his nephew, Muziffer Jung, m 
iheTionth of February 1751, ftiH pofleffed the dignity of Nizam, 
in oppofition to the court of Delhi Supported by the arms of 
thofe, to whom he owed his power, he held a confiderable degree of 
authority in the provinces, which lay neareft to his capital The 
Marattas, v ho had been formidable, for many years, to the whole 
empire, had torn feveral large diftndts, from the dominion of Sul- 
labut Jung j , and his friends the French had obtained, from his fa- 
vour, or rather extorted from his fears, the four maritime provinces 
of Muftaphanagur, Yalore, Rajaraundrum and Chicacole Thefe 
acquifitions, together with the province of Condavir, put the French 
m poffeflion of “ the fea-coaft of Coromandel and Orifla, in an un- 
interrupted line of fix hundred miles, from the Gondegama to the 
famous Pagoda of Jagganat J ” This extenfive territory, yielding 
annually more than half a million fterhng, was the greateft domi- 
nion, hitherto, pofiefted by Europeans in Hindoftan In return for 
celTions fo \aluablc, the French lent their arms to the Subah, to re- 


• Do ’j D.cl nc of the F mpirc. 


f Crme, tol i p 529 
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cover the tiibute due to the empire, from the rich and e\tenfive 
province of Myfore It \ras his march into that country, which de- 
livered the Carnatic, in April 1755, from the troublefome, though 
ineffeiSlual, %var carried cn at Tritchinopoly by the Myforean re- 
gent. 

The conditional treaty concluded in 1754 had introduced a fuf- 
penfion of hollilities bctviecn the Enghfli and French, not only as 
enemies to one another, but as allies to the country-powers Ma- 
hommed Ah, now acknowledged Nabob of the Carnatic, was ftill 
far from proffeffing that decifive authority over the country, which 
the nature of his office implied. The Zemindars of the pro\ince of 
IMadura, and the Polygars of Tinnevclly raifcd difturbances in the 
fouth , and though the Polygars of the north had made fome com- 
pcnfation, for the tribute, which they had retained during the late 
cnil war, their fubmiffion had only the appearance of being 
temporary, as they were not deprived of the means of fupporting 
future difobedience Mortaz-Ali, the Phoufdar of Velore, was not 
only a powerful, and, therefore, a dangerous dependent , but had 
even been, and flill might be, the rival of the Nabob, as governor 
of the country, fhould the prefent ftate of the Enghfli influence 
fuficr any change When a force had marched from Arcot, to de- 
mand the cuftomary tribute, the interference of the French, in fa- 
uur of Mortaz-Ali, had convinced the Nabob, that they only 
waited fora future opportunity to renew their former exertions 
againfl his title and power 

To add to his embarralTment, the Rajah of Tanjore, whom be had 
a right to confider as a vaflal of the empire, accountable for his con- 
duft to him, as habob of Arcot, had not only fliewn an attach- 
ment to his enemies in the late war, but had, now, without his 
authorit), kindled a war ot his own This war was earned on, 
againfl; Tondiman, a Polygar, whofe allegiance had been transferred 
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to the Moguls, as a dependent on Tntchinopoly, when that city and 
■province came -under their power. His territories lay between 
Tanjore and Madura, bordering, in part, to the north, on the pro- 
vince of Tntchinopoly, to the Naig of which the Polygar had been 
fubjedt, from the earlicfl; account we have leceived of the affairs of 
the Carnatic ■*-. Faithful to his duty, as a vaflal, he not only fent 
SL body of four hundred horfe and three thoufand Colleries to the aid 
of the Nabob, when befieged in Tntchinopoly in 1752, but had, 
tduiing tlie war, fupplied the army with provifions f , when, at the 
very time, the Rjgah of Tanjore prevented his merchants from car- 
rying any to the camp or city. Againft this ufeful and faithful 
vaflal, Pjetaupa-Smg proceeded to hoftilities. The pretence of wai 
marks the charnfter and injuftice of the Rajah. Having ceded Kelly- 
melly-cotah and its diftndts to Tondeman, for fcrvices performed, in 
ai feafon of diftrefs, he difavowed the ceJTion, when that diftrefs was 
aemoved Mona-ji, who was, at the time, general and minifter of 
Tanjore, enraged at his mafter’s perfidy, “ purloined the ufe of the 
feal, and delivered the patents, thus apparently authenticated, ac- 
cording to promife.” Captain Calliaud, who commanded at Tritchi- 
jiopoly, by working on Pretaupa Sing’s natural timidity, fufpended 
hoftilities, but could not induce the Rajah to lay afide the defign of 
wai J. 

In May 1756, war was declared between Great Biitaln and 
France But the two Companies, on the coafl; of Coromandel, had 
fo much weakened their refpedlive foices, by detachments, toother 
parts of India, that both feemed averfc to commit hoftilities, for 
fome time after the advices of a breach, between the two nations. 


* Roui’s Appendix, No XXVI p 941 from hu country Lawrence, p 45 Vide 

•4 Ormi-, lol i p 172 273 285 294 343 Cambridge’s Tranfactions on the Conll, p 78 

346 351 This Pol) gir, Tondcititn, Hill rc I Orme, vol, i p. 403 Cambridge’s Pranf- 
maincd a friend to the Nabob He fomctimcj adtions on the Coaft of Coromandel, p 99 
fent his troops, and (til our provifions catnc 
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armed ^ Tlioir^li the)* took the field, at lafi, nothing remarkable 
happened during the )c-ir 1757 Tlie difiurbances of the Cirnatic 
flill continued Two of tlic Naboli’s brothers, aiming at indepen- 
dence, took arms in tl e two c\trcnntics of lii'^ go\crnmcnr Ma- 
pheus Clnn, emploeed in tlic rcdinflion of the Pol) gars, m 
the proMnccs of Madura and TinnevclK, Ineing obtained a com- 
plete Mtflor) , held the cit) of Madura, in oppofition to the Nabob 
and his allies, ^^hll^l Na/eabulla, his natural brother *■, became re- 
fn£lor) in his go\ eminent of Ncllorc To add to the public cala- 
mities arifing from this double rebellion, the Mnrattas in\adcd the 
Carnatic to demand the Chout, \Nhich had not been paid c\cr fince 
the defeat and death of Anv. ar-ul-dicn in 1759 But their retreat 
was purchafed with the trifling fum ot three lacks of rupees ■]* 
Tliough Captain Calliaud had, by his fpiritcd conduQ, fufpended 
the war between Prctaupa-Sing and Tondiman in 1756, the Rajah 
had refumed his hofiilc intentions in the beginning of 1757 Kcll)- 
ncll) -cotah, the objcifl of contcfl, was taken by Mona*ji, the general 
of Tanjorc, in the month of Jamiar). But though Calliaud made a 
journc) to Tanjore, as well to rc-cflabhnr peace, as to obtain troops, 
from both the contending parties, to affifl in the rcdudion of Ma- 
dura, he failed. 111 all his efforts, and found the dilTcrcncc between 
them irrcconcilcablc 4. Both promifcd fair, but Tondiman only 
adhered to his word A thoufand of his horfe and one hundred 
Collcncs joined Calliaud at AnwaQiul Pne hundred horfe were 
c\pc£lcd from Tanjorc, but none came Calliaud “ being convinced 
that the Rajah, notw ithftanding his promifes, did not intend to fend 
any, made a merit of rcjcding what he was not likcl) to obtain || ” 
Yet a late writer dogmaticall) affirms, from the hiflorian juft cited, 
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that Pretaupa-Sing “ had attached h!s felfto the caufe of the Eng- 
lifli, had fupported their aHy, had fought his and their battles * 

On the 28th of April 1758, a confiderable reinforcement of 
troops arrived at Pondicherry, under the command of the Count 
de Lally The known fuperionty of the French on the coafl, prior 
to the coming of this force, had determined the Englifli Prefidency 
to fufpend all operations in the field, and to diftnbute the troops in 
the different garrifons •f*. On the very evening of Lally’s Landing 
at Pondicherry, he ordered one thoufand men, under Count 
d’Eftaign, to march towards Fort St David , but it was the 26th 
of May before he opened his batteries agamft the place On the 
firft of June the fort furrendered, after a feeble refifiance , and 
Devi-Cotah was evacuated before the enemy marched that way. 
Nothing lefs, than the total expulfion of the Britifh from the coafl:. 
of Coromandel, if not from all India, was the object of the French , 
•who were, now", poffeATed of a greater force of Europeans, than was 
ever before, at one period, in that country, Madras was the next 
objedt, after the taking of Fort St. David. But the fuperionty of 
the Britifh fquadron rendered it difficult, if not imprafticable, to 
tranfport, by fea, the neceflary ftores from Pondicherry for befieg- 
ing the place , and Lally had neither money nor influence in the 
country, to enable him to carry them by land 

The wealth of the Rajah of Tanjore had rendered him a fit objedl 
of plunder , and, befides, the French government at Pondicherry 
were polfelTed of fuch a claim as might give a colour of juflice to 
demands upon that wealth When, in the year 1751, Muzifi^er- 
Jung, as Subah of the Decan, and Chunder-Saib, in quality of Na- 
bob of Arcot, had reduced Pretaupa-Sing to extremity, he com- 
pounded the arrears of tribute, from the death of Sipadar Ah m 1 742» 
at 5,600,000 rupees 41 Unable, or rather unwilling, to pay this 
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fii n, he Ind given his bnml to Cluuukr-Sith , and Chundcr-Saib 
liad transfer! Cvl Ins propert), in tint deed, to the 1 rcnch go\crnmcnt. 
'lo add political importance to this kind of prn.itc cl urn, the Count 
dc Lall), in imitation of the EnghHi in lyfQ, cfpoufed the caufc of 
a pretender to the go\crnmcnt of T.a norc Tlie, v;rctchcd figure, 
whom he rclohed to rnife, on this occafion, to faaour his mcws, 
a. a^ one Ganca, the uncle of Sh.aw-ji, whofe prctenfions the Eng- 
liih Prcfidcnc) had afleitcd, where they filtered themfehes to be 
purchafed from his caufc by the ccfTion of Dcvi-Cotah IIis lio- 
nourable allies had agreed to detain Shaw -ji, in pnfon, when they 
fettled matters with liis rnal , but the unfortunate man found means 
to efcape from their hands In reaenge for his flight, or to fecurc 
Ins inaelnitj , the) threw Gaiica into the fetters from which his ne- 
phew had cviricatcd himfclf. With Fort St David, he fell into the 
hands of Lally, who produced him at Pondicherr)’, “ a.itli much 
oflcntation and ceremony'^,” to raifc the apprehenfions, and con- 
fcqucntly to open the treafure, of Prclaupa-Sing to his intended de- 
mands i 

The preparations and intentions of Lally having reached the cars 
of Prctaupa-Sing, he folicitcd the aid of the Nabob and the protec- 
tion of the Englifli Tliough his former conduift had given him no 
claim to affiftancc from either, they were both ’’Mlling togne, from 
policy, avhat he had no right to afle from their gratitude. They, 
therefor^, authori7cd Captain Calliaud, who then commanded at 
Tritchinopoly, to a£l as occafion might require But that officer, 
from his pcrfonal knowledge of the charafler of the Rajah, toge- 
ther with “ the continual and authentic accounts, which he obtained 
of the duplicity of his councils J,” w^as afraid of “ fending fiiccours, 
which might be betrayed to the enemy § ’’ He was apprchenfive, 
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on the other hand, that his with-holding affiftance might furnifh the 
timidity of Pretaupa, with a pretext to make terms with the 
French “ He, therefoie, at all rifques, detached five hundred 
Sepoys with ten Euiopean artlllery-men, and three hundred Col- 
leries to Tanjore. This force, he deemed, was fufficient to 
keep up the hopes of the Rajah of receiving more, having pru’-- 
dently refolved to accommodate his own future aid to the conduit 
of Pretaupa , which, aa he had reafon to diftruft it, he gave direc- 
tions fhould be narrowly watched 

Lally, marching from Pondicherry on tlie i8th of June, arrived' 
on the fame day of Jlily, within fix miles of Tanjore Pretaupa- 
Sing, having endeavoured to amufe the French in their march with 
negociation, their commander, with a precipitate folly, infeparable 
from hi8 charaiter, expofed his own incapacity of enforcing any 
terms, by the nature of thofe he propofed. Having reduced his 
claim of more than five millions of rupees, to one million , he m- 


frfted upon receiving ten thoufand pounds weight of gun-powder. 
Though the want of an article, fo neceflary to the operations of war, 
might be thought a fufficient encouragement againft all treaty, the 


Rajah is inti- feeble fpirit of Pretaupa gave way, upon the arrival of fome bat- 
midated tcring cannon, from Karrical $ “ He conferred in earneft with 

JlIj 29 

Lally, and concluded a treaty, the terms of which were founded on 


that commander’s declaration, that he intended to march from Tan- 
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aid itefrcnch 
ac:ainft the 
Nabob, and 
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jore againft Tritchinopoly § ” To aid the French againft his fupe- 
rior, the Nabob, as well as the Enghfh, the allies of that prince, whofe 
troops were adually defending his capital, the treacherous and timid 
Pretaupa “ agreed to lend three hundred of his beft horfe, to furnifli 


one thoufand Coolies and Mattockmen, and to fupply the French 


army with, provifions during the fiege || ” He alfo confented “ to 
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proceeded from a contemptible enemy , and he refolved to recover 
from a more refpeflable foe, the laurels, which his own precipitate 
folly had loft. Having taken the field, in the end of September, 
he took poflelfion of Arcot, the capital of the Carnatic, on the 4th 
of Odtober, with all the oftentation natural to exceflive pride § 

On the 1 2th of the fame month, a confiderablc reinforcement, 
from the French fettlements m Golconda, having croffed the moun- 
tains, behind the pagoda of Tripetti, arrived at Arcot. This addi- 
tional force efcorted a confiderable fum of money, which, with fup- 
phes of the fame kind from Mauritius, enabled Lally- to profecute 
the war, with vigour ||. 

The Prefidency at Fort St George, no longer in doubt concern- 
ing Tally’s intention to lay fiege to that place, began to prepare for 
a vigorous defence. An officer of the moft diftinguiflied meat, 
Colonel Lawrence, commanded the garnfon , but the nominal “ de- 
fence of the fiege was committed, by a vote of the Council, to 
Mr. George Pigot, then Prefident for the Company, at Madras. 
This gentleman, though bred to trade, was poflefled of perfonal re- 
folution , and- he had once feen the face of an enemy, about feven 
years before “ Every good officer being m the field,” m the 
middle of July 1751, Mr. Saunders, then Governor of Fort St. 
David, ordered Mr. Pigot, one of the Council, to condud a convoy 
of ftores to Verdachellum, a fort to the north of the river Coleroon. 
This fervice he performed, without lofs , but being attacked, upon 
his return, by the troops of a Polygar, with match-lock guns, Mr. 
Pigot had the good fortune to fave himfelf, by the fpeed of his 
horfe L The vote, which conferred upon Pigot “ the defence of 
the fiege direded him to confult Colonel Lawrence, on all occa- 
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fions, and on extraordinary emergencies to aflcmble a council of the 
fuperior officers of the garnfon H Mr Pigot, during the fubfequent 
fiege, exhibited refolution and aftivity He vifited the works every 
day, encouraged the garnfon, and rewarded their fervices, with 
money But the moft commendable part of his condu(3: was his 
attention to the provifions, which were plenty and good in their 
kind ‘IT 

To thefe arrangements, within the walls of Port St George, pre- 
parations were made, without, to difturb the fiege, with which it 
was threatened The garnfon of Chingleput was reinforced. Cap- 
tain Calliaud, with a party, was ordered from Tntchmopoly, upon 
which the command and protedlion of that city were committed to 
Captain Jofeph Smith, who has fince made fuch a diftingmflied 
figure, on the coaft of Coromandel That officer had, by orders 
from the Prefidency, detached two thoufand Sepoys, from his garri- 
fon, on the 21ft of November The Rajah of Tanjore, the Mara- 
war, and the Polygar Tondiman, who had fo freely and fo faithfully 
given aid, in the IN'Iyforean war, gave affurances and was really col- 
leQing fome troops But the Marawar returned no anfwer -f*, 
either to the requifitions of the Nabob, or the felicitations of the 
Prefidency J The Rajah of Tanjore, notwithftanding the late in- 
juries he had fuftained from the French, and the late aid he had re- 
ceived from the Engliffi exprelTed himfelf in equivocal terms To 
overcome his obftinacy and, if poffible, to rouze his gratitude. Major 
Calliaud was fent, on the 30th of November, in a common maf- 
foola, to Tranquebar ; from whence he was to proceed to Tanjore, 
“ to convince the Rajah of the impohcy of his indifference f /’ 
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Major Calliaud, after having encountered various difficulties and 
overcome many interruptions, arrived at Tanjore, on the 17th of 
December Prior to that officer’s arrival, Captain Jofeph Smith at 
Tntchinopoly had “ clofely preffed” the Rajah, to furniffi the thou- 
fand horfe requefted by the Prcfidency But he pleaded the ravages 
committed by the French, as an excufe, and “ demanded two hun- 
dred thoufand rupees -{* beforehand,” at length he plainly faid, that 
he thought the Enghffi did not care what befel the territories of their 
allies, provided they could defend their own. But as he could not 
allege this indiflference to himfelf, when attacked by the French, he 
cited the unconcern, with which they had fuffered “ that nation to 
take every fort belonging to the Njibob, and even his capital of Ar- 
cot, without making any efforts to protedl them ,” yet “ he knew 
the Prefidency had not the means, and with the Nabob’s were lofing 
their own revenues J ” Colonel Calliaud found the Rajah fo pre- 
poffeffed of the decline of the fortune of the Enghffi, that he neg- 
ledled the cuftoraary attentions to himfelf, as their reprefentative ; 
for, inftead of allotting to him a houfe, he permitted him to refide in 
a common choultry, the ufual receptacle of the meanefl: travellers §. 

To add infult to his want of attention, the Rajah permitted the two 
French hoftages, whom he had detained, ever finceLally’s ineffedlual 
fiege, to depart, as it were, in Major Calliaud’s fight. In a conference 
with the Major, he alleged, that he bad fufficiently expofed himfelf 
to the refentment of the French, by having already fent three hun- 
dred horfe to the affiftance of the Enghffi. Yet thefe horfe were not 
furniffied by the Rajah, but hired in his territories, by the Nabob’s 
agents || The Rajah, knowing that Calliaud could raife no money, 
on the credit of the Company, in the prefent gloomy Rate of their 
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aflairs, oficrccl four hundred horfc, provided he would difcharge 
their arrears In vain did Calliaud .apply for money at Tanjore, at 
Negapatam and even at Tritchinopoly The agents, who had 
been accuftomed, in the firftof ihofc places, to gi\c money, for bills 
on the Prefidcncy, were either intimidated by the Rajah, or terrified 
by the untoward afpeift of the times. The Dutch of Negapatam, 
though they protTcred a loan, took fiich advantage of the ftatc of 
things, that they demanded a difcount of 25 per cent upon bills, 
and the Shroff at Tritchinopoly “ retracted his promife, and refufed 
to fupply money, upon any terms ” But though Mr Norris, a 
member of the Council, who happened to pafs through Tanjore, on 
Ills way to Tritchinopoly, advanced ten thoufand pagodas, and, 
“ b) this fupply obviated the pretexts of delay,” the Rajah broke his 
promife with regard to the horfc f. This diflionourablc and cvafivc 
conduct forced Major Calliaud to quit Tanjore, cvprefling at his 
departure his utmofl indignation, which he intended fliould be con- 
vejed to the Rajah’s ears$ Terrified by the difguft, refentment and 
abrupt departure of Major Calliaud, he ordered, at length, the de- 
manded cavalry to march , but having, perhaps dcfigncdly, broke 
his promife of paying their arrears, they proceeded flowly, re- 
ludantly and ufclefsly, on their way § 

The Rajah’s treachery to the Enghfh was accompanied by m- 
fults to his fupenor the Nabob. Under the uncertainty of the fafety 
of the fort, Colonel Lawrence had prevailed with that prince, to 
leave Madras, wnth his family, on the 20th of December After a 
fhort, but tempeftuoiis paflage by fca, he arrived at the Dutch fet- 
tlcment of Negapatam, on his way to Tritchinopoly His wife 
had been brought to bed on board , and had fallen into a dangerc_: 
illncfs. The retreat of the Nabob, from Madras, under the cL-- 
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cumftances, which attended it, convinced Pretaupa Sing, that both 
he and his allies defpaired of being able to keep the place. The 
Nabob announced by his agent, that he intended to come into the 
city of Tanjore, on his way to Tntchinopoly ; and that he expedled, 
as ufual, to be met by the Rajah on the road But the Rajah, “ ei- 
ther from the malignant pleafure of infulting his fupenor in dif- 
trefs or from his dread of the French, refufed either to admit 
the Nabob into the city, or to pay him the cuftomary vifit, without 
the walls He paid no attention to the reprefentations of Major 
Calliaud, who endeavoured to correct his contumacy -f- ” The 
Nabob, having arrived on the 5th of January 1759, at a village 
within feven miles of Tanjore; Major Calliaud, having vifited that 
prince, v/ent afterwards into Tanjore , and by exhortations, but 
chiefly by the appearance of his efcort, prevailed on the Rajah, to 
vifit his fupenor in the cuftomary manner 

During thefe tranfadlions at Tanjore, the French army were pre- 
paring to profs Fort St George with a Gege. The operations of 
war form no part of the defign of this eGay It is doubtful whether 
the Ignorance of the enemy in the fcience of attack, or the fpirit 
of the bcficgcd in defence, contributed moft to fave the place. 
The trenches were opened on the 2d of January 1759, and the 
French quitted them with precipitation, on the appearance of a re- 
inforcement, on the 17th of February In a fally condudled, with 
more fpirit than judgment, the famous Count dThiing was taken. 
The lofs of that adlive partifan, together with the death of Saubinct, 
an able officer, ruined the csertions of Lally, who feemed to have 
had none of the rcquifitcs ncceffary to conGitutc a general, except 
cntcrprifc and courage The rcpulfc of the French diminifhcd their 
milit''ry reputation and increafed that of the Enghfli. The Rajah 
ot Tanjore, in fubf-rvicncy to this change of fortune, congratulated 
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the fuccefs at Madras, with a difcharge of his guns’^. The 
Prefidency, encouraged by his profeflions I", propofed to him to 
affift them in furpnfing the fort of Karrical But PretaUpa, or 
his minifter m his name anfwered, that the ]afl: hoftilities of 
the French had ruined his country , that, as the Enghfli had driven 
the French from Madras, they fhould drive them alfo from Pondi- 
cherry, “ when Karrical would fall of courfe J ” The Prefidency 
then requefted, that he would permit beeves to be purchafed in his 
country as provifions for the fquadron §. Regarding this demand, 
as an infult upon his religion, he would not fuflFer the interpreter to 
go on, in reading their letter (|. 

The reinforcement, whofe arrival had induced Lal]y to raife the 
fiege of Madras, rendered the Englifh equal, m number of Euro- 
peans, to the French on the coaft But the want of bullocks, coolies, 
and other neceflaries prevented their taking the field till the firft 
week m March ^ The gallant Colonel Lawrence, worn out by 
the infirmities of age and by difeafe, found himfelf obhged to re- 
linquifh a fervice, in which he had made fuch a confpicuous figure 
Colonel Draper, the next in command, whofe health was impaired' 
by the climate, found himfelf obhged to quit the coaft Major 
Calhaud fucceeded the firft, in the command of the Company’s 
troops ; and Major Brereton the latter, at the head of thofe of the 
king. After fome movements of no confequence, the two armies, 
as It were by mutual confent, remained inaftive during the greateft 
part of the fummer. The EngliQi waited for reinforcements , the 
' French were mutinous, for want of clothing and pay. About three 
hundred men having arrived from Europe at Madras, in the begin- 
ning of September, Major Brereton, as commander in chief, took 
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the field , but being repulfed at Wandcwafli, he fent the troops into 
captonment near Conjeveram •f'. Lieutenant-Colonel Coote arriving, 
in the mean time, from Europe, took the command of the army. 
But the year 1759 clofed, without any adion of much confequencc 
or great renown 

The year 1760 opened with an aftion, which, in its confequencesj 
decided the fate of the war on the coaft of Coromandel. The Enghfli, 
having taken Wandcwafli in December lyj'p, had revived the repu- 
tation of their arms in "the eyes of the country powers , and the pof- 
feflion of that place was of fo much importance to the French^ 
that they fat down' before it in the month of January. Lieutenant- 
Colonel Coote, in relieving Wandcwafli, defeated' the whole force 
of the enemy in a regular battle. Having loft near eight hundred 
dead and wounded in the adlion and left all their cannon and other 
trophies and fpoils of war on the field, they were obliged to fliut 
themfelves up in Pondicherry. Arcot, the capital of the Carnatic, 
fell into the hands of the vuftors in the month of February %. The 
French, in confequencc of their defeat, recalled their troops from 
the ifland of Seringara, near Tntchinopoly, which had been relm- 
quiflied to them, by the regent of the My&re, in the year 1755,. 
The forts of Permacoil, Alamparva, Kancal, and leveral other 
places of ftrength, fell, one by one, into the hands of the Enghfli ; 
"and Lieutenant- Colonel Coote took meafures, in the beginning of 
April, to block up Pondicherry itfelf by land §. 

During thefe tranfadlions, in the Carnatic, the Nabob remained, 
in the fortrefs of Tntchinopoly. On the 30th of January, he re- 
ceived the news of the battle of Wandcwafli , upon which he pitched 
his tent, difplayed his great ftandard and declared his intention of 
returning to the centre of his government ||. Solicitous to make, his 
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appearance with pomp and figure, he rcqucfled Captain Jofeph 
Smith to go and afk fnc hundred horfe of the Rajah of Tanjore 
The cavalry, which the Raph had gi anted, the )car before, to the 
threats of Major Calhaud, had returned home, in the month of April, 
without having performed an) fcrsicci After tlie battle of Wandc- 
wadi, changing with the current of fortune, not only the Rajah had 
fent horfe and foot, but c\cn the two Maraw’ars their Colleries to the 
Nabob at Tritchinopoly Rut Prctaupa-Sing, with his ufual verfa- 
tiht), foon withdrew his troops When Smith arrived at Tanjore, 
the Rajah, who either was, or pretended to be, indifpofcd, with dif- 
ficulty admitted his vifit He recommended him to liis Dubbeer, 
or treafurer , but that officer, “ notwithftanding the late fuccefs of 
the Britilh arms, infifled that tlie Nabob fitould furniffi the pay and 
the cxpcnces ” This, he knew, would be rcfiifed , “ and Captain 
Smith returned, without obtaining a fingle horfeman J ’’ 

The blockade of Pondicherry cmplo)cd the ams of the Enghffi, 
during the remaining part of the year 1760 M Lally, to extricate 
himfelf, from his diftrcflcd fituation, had entered into a treaty with 
the M)forcans, with whom the French had maintained a correfpon- 
dcncc, ever fince the war, they had jointly earned on, from 1755 to 
1755 rexolution had happened in Myforc, by winch Lally had 
hoped to profit Hyder-Ah, a Mahommedan partizan, who had 
diftinguifhcd himfelf in the for\ icc of the Rajah of Myfore as a foldier 
of fortune, had found means to become his miniflcr Having difplaced 
the uncle of the young prince, he fcized the reins of government ; 
but to provide againft a reverfe oF fortune, he w’as anxious to ac- 
quire a place of retreat. Such a place Lally promifed to procure 
for him m the Carnatic , which, together with other terras, beyond 
the power of the French to fulfil, induced the new regent to fend 
troops and provifions to Pondicherry. But the firft foon failed j 
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and the latter, with the ufual ficklenefs of Afiatics, retired The 
town reduced, at length, to the laft extremity by famine, furren- 
dered at difcretion on the i6th of January 1761 

With Pondicherry, the power of France, on the continent of In- 
dia, expired. Some forts of little confequence, in the center of the 
Carnatic, were garnfoned by French troops , but v/hen the trunk 
was cut down, the branches foon decayed. Thiagur furrendered, 
in February, to Major Prefton, at difcretion , and the almoft im- 
pregnable fortrefs of Gingee could only fecure the honours of War 
to Its garrifon, which capitulated to Captain Smith on the fifth of 
April The fall of that place terminated the war which had con- 
tinued, With little intermiffion, for fifteen years, between the Eng- 
lifh and French, on the coaft of Coromandel. The fame current of 
misfortune had overwhelmed the latter, in every other part of In- 
dia Their government and commerce were extirpated m Bengal. 
They had loft the northern provinces, which had been their reward 
for the murder of Nazir Jung, the untimely death of his fon Mu- 
ziffer and their fupport of his brother Sullabut, as Subah of the 
Decan A few military adventurers of their nation had retired to 
Myfore, in purfuit of fortune and fubfiftence , and thefe, with fome 
trading houfes on fufferance at Surat and Cajicut, became a kind of 
infult on the former power of the French, by connefling its memory 
with misfortune 

Though the hoftilities, between the Englifh and French Compa- 
nies, had become a part of the war between the two nations, as each 
was affifted by its refpedlive fovereign, they v/ere both, ftndlly 
fpeaking, but auxiliaries to the rivals for the Nabobfhip of the Car- 
natic The Englifh, at leaft, confidered themfclves, as only con- 
tending for the legal government, under which they had fo long 
flourifhed againft ufurpers, either created or fupported by the in- 

• Cambridge, Orme, IndaP?pcr', paffim. t Governor Saunder.’i. Letter to the Trench 

f Orme, vol ii, p 733 Deputie.',Feb 15,1754. Cambridge’s Ap p 34 

trigues 
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tngiics riul irms of the Picnch The former, ncknov\ lodging the ^ 

nuthont) of tlic Mogul, “ from \\hom the) had rcccned Phirmans, ' ^ ' 

for their fcttlcmcnts and trade, and h\ed under the protcdlion of his 
governors,” confukred their liipport of his ofliccrs ncccfiary, on 
cverv principle of juflice and gratunde'' Thev knew that the fa- 
mll^ of Ain.ar-ul-dien ^^crc the undoubted reprcfentativcs of the 
emperor in the Carnatic, and their Prcfident Eruplcd not to affirm, 
in a public deed, that the Ircnch had violated the fundamental laws 
of the country, and had adfually rebelled, in oppofing the legal de- 
puties of the cmpirc'l' He fupported the afTcrtion with indifputable 
facls Anwar-ul-dicn was the acknowledged, undoubted, and legal The ramilj of 
Nabob, when the rrcnch killed him in battle, fupporting rebels den it, legal 
ngainfi his authorit)* Na7ir-yung was governor- general of the 
Dccan, the acknowledged rcprefcntativc of the Mogul, when he was 
afiaffinated, by the intrigues of the French, and they continued their The French, 

b\ oppofing 

rebellion ngainft the Mogul, in the perfon of his undoubted repre- them, become 
fentativc Mahoinmcd Ah, as his rights to his government bad not, 
oiil) been derived from a legal viceroy, but had alfo been approved 
b) the court of Delhi j 

The French, on the other band, liad uniformly fupported ufur- They rup-ort 

ufurper', 

pption, rebellion, and afTafTination Having contributed to the 
murder of Nazir-Jung, the lawful viccro)" of the Dccan, they raifed 
IMuziffcr-Jung to the vacant Mufnud This Suba, whofe onl}* title to 
office arofc from murder, appointed Chundcr-Saib, bis deput)’’, in the 
Carnatic The ufurpation of Muziffcr terminating w ith Ins life, fcarce 
two months after his elevation, the French created another fictitious 
viceroy in the Dccan Under this illegal viceroy, they obtained fome 
provnnccs for tlicmfchcs and difpofed of the governments of others, 
by his illegal commiffions Notwithflanding the declining ftate of ncicrrc- 
tbe cmpiic, and the weaknefs of the prince, who fat upon the throne, miCion' from 

Delhi 

■* Cambridge’s Appendiv, p f Ibid 1 Ibid p. 35, S.c 

the 
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the court of Delhi could never be perfuaded to give validity, by 
commiffions, to fiich daring mvafions, upon its authority Upon 
the death of Nazir Jung, his eldefl; brother Ghazi-ul-dien was ap- 
pointed governor -g;eaeral of the Decan ; and when that viceroy was 
poifoned, by the procurement of Sullabut Jung, his fon of the fame 
name was nominated to hi6 vacant office. The elder Ghazi fent his 
Saneds ^ to Mahommed Ah, for the government of the Carnatic, 
which weie, aftei wards, confirmed by the younger Ghazi, as vizier 
of the empire The Mogul himfelf, in proof of his full approba_ 
-'tion of the appointment, was pleafed to fend his own phirman to 
the Nabob ; and to order the Enghfh to fupport him, againft all the 
enemies of his authority J 

It appears, by the acknowledgment of the Prefident, a£ling in his 
public capacity and negociating a folemn treaty, that the Enghffi, 
fettled on the coaft of Coromandel, owned themfelves, on all occa- 
lions, the faithful fubjefbs of the Mogul empire |(. It appears alfo, 
that they confidered the French, who were on the fame footing with 
themfelves, with regard to the empire, as adhially rebels, on account 
of their oppofing the rights and authority of Mahommed Ali, the 
lawful reprefentative of the Mogul in the Carnatic f. The infer- 
ences to be drawn from the whole are, that the Enghfh were fubjedts 
of the Mogul empire, that, as fuch, they acknowledged, fupported, 
and ought to have obeyed the Mogul governor of Arcot ; that Ma- 


• “ We wrote to tbe Mogul of the revolu- 
tion, and our attachment to the Circar, and 
defi ed his orders, that we might aft in obedi- 
CRce to them He was gtacioudy pleafed to 
fend Nabob Mahommed Allee a phirmaund for 
the Carnatic to appoint Gaozedey Cawn vice- 
roy of theDeckan, who Iikew ife granted Na- 
bob Mahommed Allee a Saned, and ga'c lis 
orders to fuppo t him This phirmaund from 
the Mogul^ this faned from Gauzedey Cawn, 


have never been revoked , from which itisob- 
\ioas, that Nabob Mahommed Alice Cawn’s 
title IS juft, and that we have afled according 
to the fundamental laws of the country 
Git ernor Saunders’s Letter, p 36, ubi fupra 
J Governor Saunders to the French Deputies, 
Feb ijih, 1734, pallim. 

II Ibid p 36. 
f Ibid. 
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M DijYi, \ oidd I jirohahh . ha\c had rccdnnc to a prifon at 
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ri A, -r-nl e e i ' n that it v ill, it n certain, that the p-e- 
fent b’'hch '’fv.id cd '11 ftirc^edin" v*ts with the Irench, the 
e i cf li fad v.r, xud lae rum ol all hie lortu,ie and coun'ra , to 
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the zeal, which he himfelf had fhewn in favour of the Englifli, 
in the years 1747 and 1748:}: This circumftance occafioned no 
diminution of that gratitude, which he owed to their fuccefsful ex- 
ertion § in extricating him and his family, from the difficulties, 
in which they had been involved, by their attachment. 

When the French were inclofed within the bound-hedge of Pon- 
dicherry, in 1760, the Nabob began feriouflv to tbink of forming 
a new government, or rather a new conftitution, between himfelf 
and his fuccefsful allies. The ravages of the French, Myforeans 
and Marattas , the public calamities infeparable from a long fenes of 
hoftiliues ; the refradlory conduft of Rajahs, Polygars and Kille- 
dars, in not only with-holding their juft tribute, but even aiding the 
enemies of the lawful government, had impoveriffied the country, 
and ruined the finances of the pnnee. The treafure of Anwar-ul- 
dien had been long exhaufted, by the misfortunes of his family* 
The precarious revenue, irregularly collefled, from fuch diftricfts, as 
had not been entirely ruined, by the depredations, or poffefled by 
the power of the enemy, had been expended, as foon as received. 
But the late defeat of the French, and the almoft certain prolpedt of 
their being driven entirely from the country, feemed to promife 
times of tranquillity and profperity, which, with proper manage- 
ment, might fupply the wafte made by a war of near fifteen years 
On the 13th of June 1760, the Nabob wrote a letter to Mr Pigot, 
the Company’s Prefident at Madras, containing terms, which, thougfi 
kfs than his gratitude wiffied to give were greater than his abili- 
ties His propofitions were, that twenty-eight lacks of rupees,, 
charged upon the grofs revenue of the Carnatic, fliould be paid per 
annum to the Company, till his debts fhould be extinguilhed That 
this annual allowance fhould commence, on the nth of July 1760 r 
That, befides the fum mentioned, which was to be paid at Madras^ 


* Nabob’# Paper#, paffira 

the 


J Nabob’s Letter to IVlr Secretary Put, Feb 1761 
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the Nabob fhould advance annually three lacks of rupees to the pay- c h ^ p 

mailer at Tritchinopoly, “ for defraying the cxpence of the Com- ' — > 

pany’s people in that garrifon ” That fliould Pondicherry be re- 
duced, the vrhole money, due to the Company, fliould be paid, in 
one year, provided the Enghfli Ihould add a proper force to the 
troops of the Nabob, to bring to account fuch vaflals of tlie Carna- 
tic, as had rvith-held their tribute and allegiance, during the late 
troubles * That, as the fum referved for the expences of his govern- 
ment was the lead, to which thofe expcnces could be reduced, he ex- 
pefled, m cafe any of the diftri£ls, between Nellore and Tinnevelly, 
fliould either be loft to himfelf, or plundered by the French or Marat- 
tas, the amount of fuch lofs, being fairly and reafonably fettled, fliould 
be deduced from the twenty-eight lacks, afligiied to the Company. 

In return for this large afllgnment on his revenues, the Nabob Hu demands 
declared, that he expeQed the Company wete not to countenance count 
the refraflonnefs of dependents, Killedars or Polygars. That the 
Englifti officers, in the different garnfons, fliould not interfere m the 
affairs of the country, nor the difputes of the inhabitants. That the 
Prefidency fliould write to fuch chiefs as depended, by different te- 
nures, on the Carnatic, announcing the prefent agreement. That 
the Company fliould aid, upon requifiuon, the different renters, in 
the colledion of the revenue. That they fliould not employ, in 
their fervice, any perfon in an office of truft, under the Nabob’s 
government That the Nabob’s flag fliould be hoifted, in the differ- 
ent forts, mftead of that of the Enghfli And to conclude the 
whole, the Nabob deftred, that the fnendfliip between him and the 
Company fhould be transferred, after his death, to his children and 
continue, as long as Madras fhould remain. Mr Pigot, m the moft 
explicit manner, agreed to all thefe articles ; and declared, “that he 
“ made the agreement, in full hopes, that it will for ever retftiiti 

• N'r Pigot to the N-bob, June :td, i-6o Nabob $ Papers, toI lu p 44,45. 
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“ firm, and be tiuly performed by both parlies, as long as the Eng- 
“ lifli fliall remain m Hindofian By the blcfTing of God,’’ conti- 
nues the Prefident, “ the Company will ncvci fail to give proofs of 
“ their fnendfliip and finccrity to you and your family, jfnd Mill be 
“ firm in fuppoiting you and your poftcrity, m the Subadary of the 
“ Carnatic 

Notwithftandlng this folemn agreement, tlie Prefident and Coun- 
cil, foon after, applied to the Nabob, for fifty lacks of rupees, inflcad 
of the fum fpccificd in Mr Pigot’s letter of the 23d of June 1760. 
Driven to eMremitics, by the carnefl infianccs of the Prcfidcncy, he 
M’as obliged to borrow money from individuals, to filence the cla- 
morous demands of the government. Hence firfl: proceeded that 
enormous vt'eight of debt, under which he has ever fince groaned , 
and, from which he has, now, little hopes of ever dclivciing 
himfelf The expcnces of the fiegc of Madras in 1 759, lie had 
cheerfully undertaken to pay ; “ as it was,” to ufe his omii words, 
‘‘ the refidence of his friends ” But thofe friends charged him 
alfo, with the expenccs of the fiegc of Pondichcriy, as it was 
“ the refidence of their own enemies ” To this demand he alfo 
agreed, upon condition of receiving the ftorcs wdiich fiiould be taken 
in the place When the place was taken, notwithftanding their 
agreement, the Company’s fervants took the ftores to themfelves, 
but they promifed to allow a certain fum for them, in the Nabob’s 
account The Prefidency, accordingly, made an allowance in their 

1 

books , blit the Court of Diredfors fent orders to charge again the 
fum allowed, to the 'Nabob’s account -f-. 

Soon after the taking of Pond ich err)’-, the Nabob made a rcquifi- 
tion of the aid of the Company, to bring to reafon thofe dependents- 
on the Carnatic, who had either joined his enemies, during the late 

’♦Pigot to the Nabob, June Z3d, 1760, f Sir John Lindfay’s Narrative, Oflober 
nbi fupra 13, 1770. Secretarj of State’s Office 


war. 
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war, or had taken ad\antage of the pubhc difturbances to with-hold 
the cuftomarv tribute As the Prefidcncy had, upon every occafion, 
cfpecialh during the war, which terminated in 1754, owned them- 
fcKcs the fub]e(fls of tlic Mogul empire , and had fupported its 
authority, againft the French and “ other rebels,” it was no matter 
of wonder, that the Nabob, as the reprefentatne of that empire, 
confidered himself entitled to the obedience of all the other depend- 
ents on his ;TO\crnment But though the mofl; powerful and mofl hof- 
tiic of Jiofc dependents were e.\ polled, there were other chiefs and feu- 
datories, who, taking advantage of the late difturbances, had with- 
held the duties of their tenures, and even fortified themfelves againft his 
power The moft conlldcrablc of thofc were the three great Poly- 
gars of the north, Mortaz-Ali governor of Vclorc, in the heart of 
the Carnatic , and, in the fouth, the greater and lefler hlarawarsi 
together with the Rajah of Tanjorc, more wealthy, and confequently 
more powerful, than them all + Mortaz-Ah had not only e\cluded 
the authority of the Nabob, from his own go\ernment , but had even 
ufurped his title to the Carnatic The two Marawars, though al- 
ways dependent on IMadura, had with-held their tribute and their 
fervice, and tliacondudl of the Rajah of Tanjore had been fo uni- 
formly etafive, \crfatile, and e\en treacherous,^ that it was plain, he 
wifhed for nothing lefs, than the profperity of the affairs of the 
Nabob and of thofe, who had fupported his caufe The Nabob, 
therefore, requefted and expe<ft:ed, that the army, after the neceffary 
repofe, would accompany him, to fubdue by force, or to terrify, 
into reafon, thofe refradlory dependents [[ 

The attention of the Prelidency, being turned to other ob- 
jeds, they infinuatcd their incapacity, for undertaking, with effed 
the expeditions, which the Nabob required But, in teftimony of 

* Vide Governor Saunders 5 Letter to tte J- Crme, vol u p 72J, 

French Deputies, paCim. f JtiJ 
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their fenfe of his decided right to the allegiance, tribute, and feuJal 
duties of all the chiefs, from Nellore to Tinnevelly^, and their own 
refolution, upon a proper occafion, to fupport him, in thofe rights, 
they had diredted Governor Pigot to write a circulai letter to thofe 
chiefs, expreffive of their fentiments. They informed the Rajahs, 
Hamildars, Killedars, and Polygars, among others the Rajah of 
Tanjore, that “ by the bleffing of God, the ivhole country of the 
“ Carnatic, from Nellore to Tinnevelly -[■, is fallen under the go- 
“ vernment of Mahommcd Ah, and is obedient to his Highnefs’s 
“ orders You are, therefore, implicitly to obey his orders and 
“ commands, which will be for your advantage J ” Governor 
Pigot, in his private capacity, expreffed the fentiments, which he 
now, enforced, in his public charadler In his letter to the Nabob’s 
wife, dated the firft of July 1760, he fays: “ The Company has, 
“ with great pleafure, agreed to all his Excellency’s bufinefs, agree- 
able to his defire , and they moft cordially wifli profperity to his 
“ affairs, being obedient to him §.” Having expreffed the 
purport of the general letter to the chiefs of the Carnatic, he fays : 

By the bleffing of God, the whole Carnatic is entirely and 
“ firmly eftabliChed m the Nabob and his poftenty As long as 
“ the Enghfh fettlements remain in the Decan, Bengal, and Hin- 
“ doftan, the Company’s people are diligently to ufe their endeavours 
“ in promoting and aflifting the affairs of the Carnatic, in its obe- 
“ dience to the Nabob, and in maintaining firm 'friendflnp and re- 
“ gard II ” 

The unwillingnefs of the Prefidency, to fend their army, to en- 
force the Nabob’s authority over his vaffals and tributanes, feemed 

• Governor Pigoi’s General Letter Nabob’s J Pigot’j General Letter, ubi fupra 
Papers, vol i p 42 § Pigot f Letter to the Nabob’s Wife, dated 

t That IS, from the mer Pcnnsr to Cape July i, 1760 Nabob’. Papers, vol 1 
Comorin y Ibid 


to 
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to ha\c fubfidcd, m the fuinmcr of 1761. Tint prince, there- 
fore, rcncv.cd hn rcquifition of nfnnancc, in the month of Auguft, 
In 1.1) ing before them .in iceount of the tribute, mIucIi had been 
Mith-luld, from hi5 goiernmcnt, during the late troubles The 
infimoin Morti7-Ah, i\ho hid murdered Uio princes of his ov, n 
fimilv. aiul ufurped the title of Nabob of the Carnatic, flill remain- 
ed in pofTclTion of the flrong fortrcE of Velore. Ha\ing, not only, 
refufed his tribute, but e\cn the \cry fliew of obedience, though 
iMlliin 1 fell miles of the capitil of the proiince, lie was the firft. of 
the rcfratPior) lalfals ot the Carnatic, \%ho was called to account 
The rcduflion of liis fort employed, for three months, the e\er- 
tions of the irmi As the obflinaci of this dependant, if permit- 
ted to compromife milters, might furnifli a dangerous c\implc to 
other Niffils, the Prcfidcnc) refohed, that no terms fliould be 
granted, fliort of abfolute fubmifTion to the mercy of the vidlors 
He was, accordingly, reduced, but the trouble and time, which the 
conqueft cofl, furnifiicd the Prcfidcnt with a fpccious cxcufe }*, for 
a chingc of fcntimcn,, no Icfs fudden thin it was, at that lime, un- 
accountable 

The Nabob, m liis letter in the month of Augufl 1761, liad ex- 
plained his claims on the Rajah of Tanjorc, is a lafTal of the Mogul 
empire, accountiblc .0 him for his tribute and feudal fen ices, as 
Nabob of the Canmc, b) the fundamental laws of the empire He 
laid, “ tbit Sadilull.-’ C.iwn during his goicrnmcnt, had only rc- 
cened anmnll) ten lacks of rupees, from the Rajah , but that his 
nephew Doofl-Ali, who fucccedcd him in the government, obliged 
him to pay ninct) lacks at one time TliatSipadar Ah, the fon of 
Doofl-Ali, having obtained the Nibobfliip, upon the defeat and 
death of lus father, in the month of May 1740, not only obliged 
the Rajah to pay eighty lacks, but, upon lus continuing refradory, 
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1762 II, ^Mth a recommendation of ncgociation, lather than force, ^ ^ 

in fettling accounts, with the “ principal powers,” he fhould have 

faid laflals, of the Carnatic As for pitiful Killedais or petty Poly- 
gars, he configned them, \Mthout diftindion, to the difciphne of the 
fword i . But he declared, “ that he thinks it proper to try what 
can be done with the Laig of Tanjore, by way of treaty ” In pur- 
fuing this peaceable fyftem, Mr Pigot forgot his former profellions dua 
and his prefent ftation Though he adually was, and had owned 
himfelf a fubjed of the Mogul empire, and confequently promifed 
obedience to the Nabob of the Carnatic % the legal reprefentative 
of the emperor, he affumed thefundions of fovereignty, and, with- 
out confulting the Nabob, whatever he might have done, with re- 
gard to the Rajah, ftept in between them as a mediator to pre- 
vent a war J To explain the nature of the office, thus arbitrarily 
affumed by Mr. Pigot, a fliort difquifition may be neceffary 

Though the terms mediator and aihitiatoi are fometimea indif- 

^ between a 

criminately ufed by writers, who have treated on the law of nature rnediatorand 
and nations, there feems to be an effential difference, in point of 
degree, in their meaning When two ftates, independent of each 
other, enter into difputes, which may terminate in a war, they may 
chufe another power, as an umpire to decide their differences , and 
that umpire is properly called a mediator When two private men 
mutually refer the decifion of their difputes to a third perfon, that 
perfon is rightly named an arbitratoi . In both cafes, the confent 
of the parties is neceffary, to conftitute not only the power, but 
even the very exiftence of the mediator 01 arbitrator This regu- 
lar appointment to the office invefts it with decifive authority , 

“ for every man makes him the fuprerae judge of his owm caufe 

° 5 office of a 

mediator 


[] Letter, January 2, 1762 
pcndi\. No VI p 53 
t Ibid 


Rous’s Ap- * Governor Pigot to the Nabob’s W'lfe, 
July 1, 1760 

t Rous s Appendix, No. VI p 53 
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C ^ P v.hom he has chofen umpire^ ” It muft be owned, that when two 

I — ; fovereign flates quarrel about their refpeilive rights and poffeffions, 

a third frequently interpofes and endeavours, by authority, by ar- 
gument, and even by intreaty, to bring them to terms of accommo- 
dation But the interpofing Hate is not properly a mediator j' In 
this cafe, the decifion of the felf-created mediator is not binding 
on tlie parties , as any one of them is at liberty either to accept 
or refufe the offer! 


Mr p.f"’ i.;J Many ncccffary qualifications tvere evidently wanting to Mr. Pi- 
rn 1 1.. n ihi r t 1 

oi-r ..Hnj, got, to give him a title to the charadter of mediatoi between the 
Nabob of the Carnatic and the Rajah of Tanjore. The quarrel was 
not between two independent Rates Had that even been the cafe, 
Mr. Pigot was neither an independent prince htmfelf, nor the repre- 
fcntative of an independent Rate, to give him a colour of right to 
intcrpofc. The Rajah was a tributary, a feudatory, a vaffal, to the 
Mogul empire , the Nabob was the deputy of that empire in the 
Carnatic, the mediate pow'er, to whom the Rajah was accountable, 


for lus duty to the throne. The Nabob, finding that the Rajah had 
faded in that duty, had an undoubted right by his oRice, to require 
the performance of the terms of his tenure Should the Rajah’s 
obfiiiiacy render hoRihty ncccffary, it could not be called a war, but 
a rebellion, on his part Should even the demands, made by tlic 
Nabob, have been iinjuR, he was alone accountable for his condudf 
10 the emperor, his fovereign, and not to Mr. Pigot, who was him- 
Icir an inferior fubjedt to the Mogul The truth is, the Nabob had 
j o right, Rridll) fpeahing, to diminiRi, cither by treaty or coin- 
prornife, the tribute or the feudal duties, which the Rajah ow'cd 
to the empire , and had lie even confented to Mr Pigot’s me- 
diation, the latter, by accepting that office, would have infringed 


• ’ f - nqii't c cauG f-rjidiccn •{- PuTendorf, lib.v enp 13 §7. 

f.t -- e i^it I’Ln Nit Hi’ PiiT. I ILid, 
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the prerogative of his fovcrcign*" the Mogul, who was the foie 
judgeof the inherent rights of his o\Mi crown. But as Mr Pigot created 
hiinfelf a mediator, without the confent of the Nabob, he actually 
aflumedthe character and invaded the pcrfonal rights of his fovereign, 
the Mogul , and committed a fpccics of treafon agaiiiR his autho ity 

But whatever title Mr Pigot might have had to the ofiice 
of inedtatoi, he rcfolvcd to CKcrt it, as a matter of right His 
fible letters to the Rajah, though encouraging with regard to the 
Nabob’s claims, were couched in terms, which implied that every 
thing depended on the mediator. In proportion as the correfpon- 
dence advanced, Pretaupa Sing role gradually in the efleem of the 
Governor This lucky change, in his favour, could not poflibly 
have proceeded from the elegance of his fentiments, at lead, not 
from the truth of his affertions "f. His account of pafl; tranfaction's, 
in his letter of the ninth of March, is as falfe, as his allegation 
of great merit towards the Nabob and Englifli, during the late war ;|l. 
But he had an agent § at Madras, who it feems e\plained matters, 
in fuch a fatisfadtory manner, to the Prefident, that, in the fliort fpace 
of four months, the latter was induced, no doubt, from a thorough 
convidion of his former miftakes, to contradidl his own letters to 
the Rajah On the 30th of January, he write? to Pretaupa Sing, 
“ It will always give me very great concern to be obliged to fpill 
“ human blood, or forcibly to dtfpojfcfs any prince of his country , 
“ but REBELS muft be punilhed, if they will not hear reafon||” 

• The fundamcDtal laws of the coontr) are of the countrj, and conTeqaentl^ ought to obc}, 
to acknowledge the Grand Mogul for firft So- Go\crnor Saunders’s Letter, p ubi fupra 
VETEICN the Gosernor-General of the Decan, f Rous’s Appendu, No VI p 56,57 
for 1 IS reprefemattve ,n that countrj , and the j 

part.cular gov errors appointed b> the Gov error- ,hat period, f om th^ moll indu- 

General. as holuing their authorit) from him, Suable authorities 
(P 35) — DupIciJ., in open violence to the 

yi/re'isr-fr/ij/ /ci-ur of the countrj, re/c//rfl'again(l ^ vv as the noted Sinibo 11 i unt, welt 
Nabob Anaverd) Civvn, the legal rcprefcnia- 0°"° to the Members cf the Ccuncil, as well 
live of the Great Mogul, an obedience which Prefident 

joa have laid down, as the fundamental lav s H Rous's Append'T, p 5'^ 
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In a letter to the Nabob, dated May 31ft, the Piefident fays, “ The 
“ fettling all affairs, in this part of the country, has been left en- 
“ tirely to you. The prefent cafe is different /confider the king 
“ of Tanjore as a sovereign prince^ ” To this opinion of the 
political charadter of the Rajah, and the tenure by which he held his 
government, Mr Pigot adds a fpecimen of his own knowledge of the- 
law of nations. “ It is a cuftom,” fays he, “ when tnvo Rates dif^ 
“ agree, to call in a third, to judge between' them. I offered 
“ myfelf as such, and, therefore, the treaty mujl be conduced by 
“ me. I a£t as mediator, the affair cannot, according to cuftom, 
“ be difcuffed in your Durbar'}' ” 

Though there is fome impropriety in calling one’s felf a State, 
the language of the Prefident is truly princely, in the preceding 
quotatibn The dignity of the didion is not, however, more re- 
markable than the alteration in the fentiments of the writer, fince 
the preceding year , when he declared, in his public capacity, the 
Company’s, and confequently his own “ obedience” to the or- 
ders of the Nabob J Purfuing the fame regal language, which, 
the idea of a Mediator fuggefted, the Prefident announced 
to the Nabob, that he had chofen an agent, for both, to 
proceed to Tanjore. “ I defire you,” fays Mr Pigot, “ to give 
“ your inftrudions to Mr Du Pre, whom I have appointed to re- 
“ prefent me ” — At the fame time, that the mediator wrote fo au- 
thoritatively to the Nabob, he ufed the like freedom, with the Rajah 
of Tanjore* Though Sambo-ji Punt had convinced the Prefident, 
that his mafter was a “ fovereign prince,” he had negleded to ad- 
vance arguments of ftill greater weight, to fupport his claims The 
Rajah was, therefore, reprimanded, threatened, foothed, and en- 
couraged, every expedient, in fliort, was ufed to induce him to 

* Rous’s Appendix, p. 59. t Mr Pigot to the Nabob’s Wife, July i, 1760, ntfujra 
Ibid p 59, 60. § Rons’a Appendix, p 60 
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trufl 1ns affairs intirely in the hands of the mediator, who failed 
not to imprefs his mind with his own importance “ My troops,” 
fays the chief agent of a mercantile fa£tory, “ are peaceably can- 
“ toned at Chillumbrum, and I fend to you Mr. Du Pre, one of 
“ the gentlemen of my Council, to pay ;//y compliments to you, and 
“■ to affure ) ou of ;;;) regard 

The event fhewed, that the Prefident affumed no greater power, 
than he adlually poffeffed The Nabob’s reprefen tation of the rights 
of his prcdcceffors at length convinced him, by its want of fuccefs, 
that he could not inforce his own In vam he reqnefted, that the 
difcuffion of a point, -nhich he perceived was to be interpreted againft 
his claims, fhould be poftponed The Prefident was bent on a 
treaty, and a treaty was conlequently made. Mr Du Pre, a gen- 
tleman of addrefs and abilities, had been fent to Tanjore, as joint 
agent from the Nabob and Mr Pigot Having examined the alle- 
gauons of both parties, he found that neither was free from error. 
It was proved, that the Rajah had fallen in arrear, for the tribute of 
many years , but it alfo appeared, that the Nabob bad relinquiflied, 
in his diftrefs, his claim to the furas payable for ten of thofe years ; 
as an inducement to the Rajah to give his affiftance in the late war, 
which, however, he never hearuly gave The Nabob affirmed, that 
the Rajahs of Tanjore, had paid annually twenty lacks, during the 
Naboblhips of Sadatulla and Dooft-Alu He owned, however, that 
his father, the late Nabob, had fettled it at feven lacks, with two 
lacks of Durbar charges Pretaupa Sing, on the contrary, alleged, 
that though large fums had been extorted by force, the ftated and 
regular Peilhcuifh was no more than two lacks, ptr annum^ to 
the Mogul, and two to the Nabob of Arcot, as a cuftomary 
prefentj*. 
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It IS impofliblc to icconcilc fo wide a dinfcrcncc, in a manner con- 
fident with veracity, on both Tides. The probability is, that the tri- 
bute was much larger, even in peaceable times, than Pietaupa Sing 
chofe to own That it was fettled at nine lacks, in tlic N.ibubniip 
of Anwai-ul-dien, is proved by many perfons in India, whofc me- 
mory extends to the times |j, as well as by public records f The 
Turns paid to Sipadar All, to Chuntler-Saib, to Coja Abdulla, and 
other Nabobs, ought not to form precedents, as they were rather 
Tines for difobcdicncc, than arrears of tribute EcTidcs, wiien rc- 
fiadlory Tubjedfs in India force thcTovcrcign to have rccoiirfc toarms, 
he obliges them, when icduccd, to pay the e\pences of the w’ar, 
and thefe Turns have frequently been confounded, with the arrears of 
the regular tribute. The revolutions of Tanjore, its being repeat- 
edly conquered by the Moguls, its Tituation in the heart of one of 
their provinces, its abfolute dependence on the poflefTors of the reft 
of the Carnatic, with regard to the w'atcrs of the Caverj, its ferti- 
lity, Its wealth, render it highly improbable, if not impo/Tiblc, that 
the conquerors of India would accept a Turn little more than 40,000!, 
from a country, which yielded annually near a million j;. 

But neither thefe reafons, nor the poTitivc affirmation of the Na- 

% 

bob, had any weight with the Piefident To prove how little he fa- 
voured that prince, he entered into a paper w^ar againft his claims 
In his letters on the Tubjedt, he employed expreffions, no Icfs unfuit- 
able to his own ftation, than they were degrading to that of the Na- 
bob On the 20th of September 1762, the treaty didlated by Mr. 
Pigot w'as concluded , which, though forced upon the Nabob, as he 
afterw'ards aded under it, became binding with refped to tribute, 
as long as the Rajah performed his part of the agreement. The 
heads of the conditions w'cre, tw’enty-two lacks, at five diffcicnt pay- 
merits, as arrears of tribute, four lacks, as Peifcuifli and Durbar 

H Prune infotmntion J Aurungvebe Letter to Zolpliuknr Chan, 1 704 MS 

-J Nabob’s Pipers, paflira • Rons s Appendix, No VI p 74 
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chirgc', to be pTul Tiinuill) in the monili of jiil) , the ccfT.on of ^ ^ 

t!ic of CMhiid; rnd I Iintnd to the Rijili , and the rcflora- v — 

tirn of TnmulroNN, the dilpl.Kcd kdlcdir of Arm, for whom Pre- 

tiupa vSing hul intcr( lUd lutnfcif j The Rijih Ind alio agreed to 

poc 'uc IslI more, n*- iprclent, btu one heb v ■’b to be dedtiflcd, 

from tini fnm fo^ hr ow.l olfic^rb i J lit Prtfuknt and Countd of TSc Compa- 

n) bcC'^rius 

Madras made t icmrehc- guarantee', m the following word', an- go tar cc. 
nc\ed to the treit) “ \Vc do berth} promift, as fir a*, in ns lit', 

“ diat in caft tuher plr^^ fliall I ul, in the I'crfo-mancc of tiic arti- 
i‘ clc'. he hath thtreb) undertaken to perform, or anv part thereof, 

“ we will, to Jit iitmofl ot out power, afn/l tlic otlitr parta rocom- 
*' ptl him, who fli dl tail to fulfil his agreement, and to render due 
“ fati'l.aelio 1 r hi' f iihiro therein ’ 

This trc't}, \ lun a^ntten out fair, was earned b} the Prefident Mfri-crnts 
to the Nabo’i , hut til It prince refufed to fubltrihc to terms, to which chop to'^ibc 
hcindneaei eneii 111' confent Mr ihgot f,i/ed tlie Nsbnh's chop, 
and put It, a i.h lus o an hand, to tlic paper ' M Dupre', aaho had 
liegoci-ted the term', aaa' dilpatehtd, aijtli thi' forced treata, to 
Tanpne 1 no igh Pre,aupa Sine; a' as too prudent to refufe 1ns fig- Prstai-pa Smg^ 
nature, to cnuee.Tinns fo fiaourahlo to himfelf, he had fcarccalTiNcd ocma it', 

Ins fe il to lu trea,a , . hen he made neaa demands, a' hieh, if granted, 
would enable him to eaadc the jnamciU of the paltra Peillicuifli, he 
had agreed to gi,c Put Mr I'lg* t had alrcad) done fo much, that 
he could not deecnila' do more In hio aiifwcr to the Rajah’s 

fri^nJla letter,” ba the hands of Sambo-jl Pent, hefa-vs " I looked ^ hich "re TC~ 
“ upon the trea'} as it noa’ fiands, to he fi fiaourable to You, that [vtT^ ^ 

“ 1 rcalh flattered ni) felt, tint ) ou aaould haae been aacll fatisficd 

Pc- ’ 'rp'se'i, N< \I p 79, thcT pr,P-rt at i1 IS tr-r afio", or V ere CO-- 

1 P p S iiT-cJ o' 'c ireih of It t > n the n on c Sb c 

• \ ' ;j o Mr P-’ , 051 ','r Eth, 1776 infcir'-ii n poeT b> 0 ^ rs a, \\cl, a, he t'-p 

Cc- ! L-ur rc', i Ir DsnrcSi-r an’ pa- Nala , , w 0 rn e he ' \ co-if’ain 5 to them 

l.a.U ') I load Ca 1 -nd . ir P,- r , i,crc ci- cf the Ptc5dtot 3 coacefk 

“ aaith 
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“ With It, and particularly the article of future Peiflicuifli I need 
“ not recal to your remembrance, the tranfaftions of former go- 
“ vernments , a very flight refledlion raufl convince you, that m 
this article you are highly favoured It has cofl; me a great deal 
“ of trouble to i educe it, to the fum flipulated, and I fliould be really 
“ alhamed to afk the Nabob to make any abatement f ” It appears, 
from the paflage cited, that the very man, who made the treaty, 
thought It more favourable to the Rajah, than to his fupenor the 
Nabob That the Peiflicuifli had been reduced, from what it had for- 
merly been ; and that Mr. Pigot Inmfelf was convinced, he had al- 
ready iifed fo much freedom with the claims of the Nabob, that 
“ he Ihould be afliamed” to encroach further on his rights. 

The Piefidency were themfelves fenfible, that the treaty, which 
had been forced on the Nabob, was Co inadequate to his juft claims, 
that they fliewed an inclination to excufe it to the Court of Direflorsj 
in their letter of the pth of November 1762. Inftead of urging the 
right the Rajah had to fuch favourable conditions, they plefided their 
own inability to bring him to juftice, as their chief motive to the 
treaty f Their want of a fufficient force, the expence of an expe- 
dition, the danger of raifing other enemies, in cafe of a rupture 
with the Rajah, the incapacity of the Nabob to recover a Angle ru- 
pee, without the afliftance of the Company, were the arguments 
produced, to juftify their condudt ||. But what necellity was there, 
for making any demands, as they own they could enforce none ? 
The Nabob wiflied to poftpone the bufinefs, till a more fit opportu- 
nity Pretaupa Sing would have been glad to have retained the pal- 
try fum, he advanced The beft, and perhaps the only reafon, for 
precipitating the meafure, is mentioned by the Prelident, that he 
himfelf “ had thoughts of leaving India J[hoitly§” The event 

J Rous ! Appendix, No VI p 8i, 82 ||Ibid 

f Jbid. p S3, § Ibid. p. 74 

' fliewed. 
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fhcueJ, that neither arguments nor reafons were neceflary, to con- 
vince the Court of Diredors That refpcdlable bod), ^Ylth the true 
fpirit of their infutution, inficad of being an' lous about thejuftice 
of the tranfadion, uilhed to partake of its profit Having under- 
fiood, that in addition to the twenty-two lacks, obtained as arrears 
of peillicuifh, four lacks had been given, as a prefent, the honour- 
able Court fa), in their letter of the 5cth of December 1763 
“ Now if this lafl; named fum v,z' given as a prefent, it feems as if 
“ the Company ought to haae it for their interpofition and guarantee 
“ of the treaty We fliall be glad to have this affair explained to 
“ us, that we may know the real ftate of the cafe, with refpedl to 
“ that donation ^ ” 

Such is the hiftory of the treaty of 1762, faithfully extracted from 
the papers, which the Court of Direflors have pubhfhed, in juftifi- 
cation of their own condudt It has appeared, that the Prefidency, 
inflead of aiding a friend and ally, in the recovery of his juft de- 
mands upon a \aflal, depending on his government, fupported that 
^a^^al, in his refradory conduit, though he had uniformly ailedy 
during a long feries of hoftihty and public calamity, an undutiful 
part towards his fupenor and had been treacherous to therafelves. 
That, when they ought to have made him pay bis proportion of the 
expences of a war, which protcilcd him and his dominions, they 
not only permitted him to “ fit rent-free but had reduced his cuf- 
tomarv tribute, to lefs than one-half of the fum ufually paid, in the 
moft regular and peaceable times That, though he was bound, by 
the nature of his tenure, as well as the laws of felf-prefervation, to 
gne his affiftance in the war, they allowed him to fet ofi^ againft the 
unfeljed an ears of his tribute, a kind of exemption, which he had. 
extorted from the Nabob in his diftrefs , and that merely as an in- 

• Pcus s Append s, Xo 1 1 p Sp Rajah, dated Jan jctb, 1762 Rons s Api;. 

hu Pigoi’s esprelScD, m h « letter to the penau, p, 55 
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diiccmcnt to do Ills duty, which he other, wife refufed to perform That, 
when they ftnppcd fmallei dchiiqucnts, though pon'dling e([ual lights 
■with him by the conflitution of the countiy, of then tcrruoncs, and 
deprived tliem of their liberty, they foothed, flattered, and favoured 
Pretaupa Sing, more guilty — butmoie \iealthy than them alh That 
the Prefident, either ignorant of the nature of liis flation, or alfunung 
powers, to which he had no title, had arbitrarily taken to hiinfclf 
the office of mediatoi, without any authority from the parties, upon 
whofe differences he was to decide That, under this ufurped cha- 
radtei, he concluded a tieaty, without cither tlic communication or 
confent of the Nabob , and that to give it validity, he had forcibly 
feized the chop of that prince, and affixed it to the paper, witli his 
own hand. 

But though the tieaty of 17(12 was evidently forced upon the Na- 
bob, as he afterwards acquicfced under the terms, he vas certainly 
bound to pay attention to its due performance on Ins part’’ Tins 
circumftance neither he himfclf, nor any who has cfpoufed Ins caufe, 
has ever once denied The treaty had but two objeds, the liquida- 
tion of pad arrears of Peiflicuifli, and the fettling the amount of 
the future tribute The very gentleman, who ncgociated the treaty 
itfelf, has declared, that it “ related only to matters of account "j ,” 
and could not “ preclude the Nabob from his conflitiitional claims 
^upon the Rajah of Tanjore, as a vaffal and dependent The gua- 
rantee of the Company went only to the point of Pcifficuiffi “ If 
“ there exifted m both, or cither of the parties, any oiigmal, con- 

Jlitiitional RIGHTS, which were not the fubjed of the treaty, the 
“ Company were not bound,” they had no right, “ to interfere §.” 
But, ftiould the Nabob demand a gi eater tribute than that fettled by 
the treaty, or the Rajah either negled orrefufe to pay the flipulated 




• Rnu^’s Appendix, No XXtl p 673, 
•J-Mr Du Pfc’s Vindication, p. lO. 


1 Ibid 

§ Ibid p. 1 1. 
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fum, then the Company, thougli they had arbitrarily conftltuted 
themfehes umpires, were obliged to adhere to their o-ry/; agreement, 
and “ aflift the party performing againft the party failing to per- 
“ form” his flipuhtioii The enforcement of their guarantee 
might, as It acluall) happened, lead the Company, as allies or auxi- 
liaries into a V ar , but when a folemn war is once declared and ter- 
minates in fuLcefs, the PRI^CIPAL, and the all y or aumli- 
AR\, acquires the property of what he takes from the enemy, and 
that without rule or meafure ; fo that he and his'affigns are to be 
aefended in the pofleflion of them by all nations f. 

t Cl _ -1 iri! I cT -a -oXi- tim capicntium Gunt Cajus Jurifconrultos, 

^ 1 j fiiai AriGot lib ^ Naturalem hanc acquiruionem psiriK*-, 

Ti -.'j r-'. . jii-.-Sai *rrr^, appcHat Theophilus, in Grfficis Infljtu- 

I’at-ic’i in Vi a c.ndri tionibu*. Geo S. AtlGotcles dixerat 
Q_a: c\ hoGibu capiuntur jure gentium rta- p-ni > 1 — an 
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CHAP. V. 

Affairs of the Carnatic^ from 1762 to the ’Treaty ^uh 

Hyder Alt i m 1769. 

T hough the taking of Pondicherry, in the mouth of January 
1761, and the fubfequent fall of the few places of ftrength 
poffefled by the French in the Carnatic, put an end to the national 
war in Afia, its flames feemed to acquire additional force in Europe, 
before the end of the year. Spain having fufFered the elder branch 
of the houfe of Bouibon to experience all the calamities, which 
follow unfuccefsful hoftilities, threw its own weight into the fcale of 
France, when the affairs of that kingdom were too defperate to be 
retrieved The tide of Bntifli fuccefs, inftead of being flopped by 
this obftruQion, in a manner, acquired vigour fiom refiftance, and 
the new enemy was foon involved in the fame misfortunes and dif- 
graces with the old 

In little more, than the fpace of a year from the commencement 
of the Spanifh war, a peace was concluded , which fecured to the 
Britifh thofe advantages m Hindoflan, which their arms had acquired. 
In the eleventh article of the definitive treaty, Mahommed Ah was 
acknowledged lawful Nabob of Arcot, and guaranteed, in all the 
. rights of that offlce, by the Bntifli and French nations He was 
the firft Indian prince, except the Nizam, mentioned in the fame 
article, who had ever been comprehended as an ally, in a folemn 
treaty, between European powers 


“ Vide Treaty of Pans, Art XT. 


Three 
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1 h.c.' bcfoic Malioinmcd Ali wt; dcdnrccl an ally, by tbc 
trc^t^ oi Ib-ii'', Kiiij Ccv-irgc II bad honoured iiiiu \.uh tint title, 
\,i un In o\ n Innd In a letter of the 2 1 ft of I ebruar) J7do, his 
\ jiualeJ to alTine the Nabob ol his “ jnvaiiable and per- 
“ nuncni. rtioluiion oi continuing firiu to nil hn allies, in ever) 
“ pan oi the \ orld ” lUl) mg on a ro) al proinifc, fo folcmnly 
pledged, tlic A ibvib requefted, in a letter a. Inch he a\ rote to Mi 
Seeretara Put, fonn after the tibing of Pondicherry, that, as lien 
jinte ibould be made, an artiLle might be infcrtcd in the treaty, to 
leeurc the ftleilion of the Carnatic to him and his heirs In this 
letter he informed the mnnftcr, tint he had fiipphcd the army anth 
proaifions, diirin'; the firge Tint he had preaented taaenty thou- 
1 uul Mihommcdiii', a ho had been ina ited ha Lallj, from com- 
ing to the alfiftancc of the 1 rench 'J hat he had been, for fourteen 
^car^, conncfled in their adaerfit) as aacll as piofpcrit}, aaitli the 
rnghlh 1 hat he had aftifted them at I on St Daaid, before cither 
Mr Grillin or Admir-'l Bafeaaacn arriacd 'I hat the misfortunes of 
his famila proceeded, from the inactcrac) of thcrrcnch, on account 
cf his knoa.n attachment to the Englifli , and lienee he deduced the 
death of his father, the eapcndmirc of hn trcafiirc, and the rum of 
his cciintra j 

The treat) of Pans, li) guaranteeing Mahommed Ah, in the en- 
tire pofiefilon of the Carnatic, confirmed in his jicrfon all tlic rights, 
a nil aahich he a* as inaeftcd, at the figning of the treat). The taao 
foacrcigii princes, a’ ho a' ere the principals m iliat folcmn ftipula- 
tion, bound ihcnifelacs and confcqucntly their fuhjcfls, from in- 
aading ana one of thole lights Laer) ciicroachmcnr, upon the im- 
munities of an all), as rccogni7cd b) the contrafling poaaers, would 
Inac been an afl of hoftihty , an infringement, aalucli might liaae 

* > 3 Copj of the I etter 
i N.bo'j * Lcitcr to Mr Sccrctar) Tit , Feb 1761, 
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in T'l^liirc, r.b 1 icwirJ for ind, not .ns 1 condition ot future fer- ^ ^ 

’ 

Pl.t 1 .foie Mr ri'’-ot undo tins di ::^i\c rcquifition, he Iiad ma- Art -nJ dui 

^ r plic ty ol iwr 

1 nT’no-r:, Will •’ll Tit, if iiotAiitli a duplicitj, unfuitablc to 
ll I'c \cA\ (I j TiitKil lionoul, u ith V liicli the defenders of 

liirt cord ij -I'lLiiipt to adorn liis diaraiAtr In a coiucrhtion \\itli 
the N d’^h, -rt the Adinnalt^ honfu m lort St George, lie firfl only 
rfeed for iomt. Mll-gcs round Madias, and ihcfc only, after the 
dillhar^L of his debt to the Company" At another meeting 
he roL 1.1 h’S dc iiainP , •'i.d "fi'cd Conjaacrani and other three dif- 
ind'' The NiSih, aiter remarking, that from foheittng for vil- 
btres thePrefuknt had incrcafed his rcquifition to \>hole countries, 
icmuided him ot Ins ha\ingc.ded, at dificrcnt times, St Thome, 
Tiircnd-rporum, together \Mth the fort and terntor) of Punamallcc ; 
and, that, hcfidcs, he had rclinquinicd the Pcinicuifli for Madras, 

^^hlch the Conipana wore bound to paa, by the tenure b) which they 
licld that placci To this Mr Pigot replied, “ that if the four dif- Heofrcrs\rry 
“ tndls mentioned were gnen, the Company would be cMrcmcly corda^ci 
“ plcafcd and obliged to the Nabob, and would c\cr affifl him and 
“ his children with a piopcr force ot Europeans, without defirmg 
“ ana thing further That till the Nabob had cleared off his debts 
“ to the Company, the rcacnucs of thofc dillridls, after dcfraaing 
“ the C' peaces of the foldiers, fliould he placed to the credit of his 
“ account § ” 

YHicn the time fi-vcd b) Mr Pigot, for htb return to Europe, ap- Hepracetds 
proached, he proceeded from foheitation to rcquifition, as has been 

' ■* ' t on to rcqui- 

alrc-dv ohferacd The Nabob cndcaaourcd to obtain, m writing, 
iliofe term', which the Prcfidcnt had acrhally agreed to grant. He 

1 .r Pi'Ot to tlic Nabob, ^u£u'l ijt’i, IlnJ 
• 7 ' J S Ibid, p 161, 

• Roj. yipp'cdi', No. \ p t6c. 
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Tent, ihcrclorc, tlic enj^v of in ngrcctnciit, cont.ninnf; tlic. termn ,m- 
rcttdy (jKcinctl , \\Iiich he v iflictl ihc C;fAt,rn' i •’ncl Council to lif/i, 
prior to tlicir rcccinnfj ]j|r .Snnnct!'; for the fi/Jmc Jh.i Mr I'lj/): 
returned the nj;rccnicnt unftjpRtl, \ nh e\tr) n f)f relent- 

nicnt. This marl: of cidrclpetA vas fniloucd, by i C.etc letter fro i 
the Prcfident, 111 which he rcnuntled the Naho!) of h ‘ oh'ip itioii' 'o 
the EngliHi , and accufed liim, in dinoll diredl ternr, of ingriti- 
ludo He told Inin, that it did not become a nnn, vhoo’eei Inc 
whole country to the C-oinpaii), to .dl an) toi tinior,' for '> pul ^ f 
It, “ for (fiitl lie) the) do not tale am thing fiom )(-i, 'nil they 
“ arc the giecrs, and )on arc a icctiecr ” In conleqnencc of t'uC 
tlircats, the unrortunate Nabob waa obligcil to iflne nni o iditiOM 1 
Sunneds, for an c' tent of coiintr) , to the annual anio'int of f<> iro e.i 
lacks of rupees | T be iitmofl faeoiir lit could olitani from In . im- 
perious \anals, avas theprndegc ol renting ilic latu! , \ hieh he Ind 
granted awa) 'I liis he rcipiefled, not from hojie' of profit, for 
the fum IS much greater, than tlic reetntic )iLh!ed hy the Jaglnre , 
but merely to preferac appearance';, with hr. oa' n fubjeel , ha I eep- 
ing up a /licaa' of authority in dillrnfl*., aahich a ere once In, o. n [. 
Thefc arbitrary cncrnaclimcnts on the rights lecured to M diomn.ed 
All, by the treaty of Parr, aacre begun b) Mr Pigot, af,er he liad 
formally announced to the Nabob that treat), but aaiihuut rrcntion- 
ing the guarantee |1 

Tlic ncaas of the treaty of Pan*, a, Inch armed at Griluoncli, m 
autumn 1763, proacd fatd to iSiilhbiit Jung, a, horn the 1 'eiiuh h d 
laifed to the Subali/liip of tlic Deean, upon tlic denh ol Ins t e- 
pheav Muziffcr, in February 1751 That a cab and unfortuintc 

• Mr Pigot to the Nabob, Aoguft 13th, £ Mr f i,-© to iho iSibob, Jure ,i!i, 1-6^, 

J763 I.ir I’t'i » in a liter t) il . Nnbob, died 

+ 175.000’ /lUM.S I Jill i-fjj icl rOA)r-’"c the ri-ccipc 

1 Sir Jolm Lindhy'e Narrative, Oil r3 !i, of tnc aiticlti of iht neat), but fjyi, thrj arc 
j-,70, o hrgtc It '■ ntten 


prince 
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^mce having been dnefled of his authority, by his brother Nizam 
All, had remained, for feveral years, in confinement As an infult 
upon his misfortunes, the ufurper of his authority had permitted 
him to retain the titles of government But Sullabut owed this dif- 
tindlion and the continuance of his life, to Nizam All’s fears of the 
French, who, he believed, were attached to a Subah raifed by them- 
felves. But when he found, that they were excluded, by the treaty 
of Pans, from his part of the Decan, he dipped his hand in his 
brother’s blood * , and, by his murder, fecured himfelf againft any 
revolution, that might be attempted in his favour 

In the month of 0 £tober 1763, Mr Pigot refigned the govern- 
ment of Madras, and returned to Europe Notwithfianding thefe- 
verity and even injuftice, with which he had treated the Nabob, he 
found means to reconcile his mind before his departure Having 
offered his fervices in Europe, in the bufinefs of the Carnatic, the 
Nabob furnilhed him with inftrudions, as his agent, annexing to 
that office an annual penfion of twelve thoufand pagodas^ Mr. 
Pigot was fucceeded in the government by Mr Palk ; a gentleman 
of a milder difpofition than his predecelTor, and confequently more 
fuitable to the temper of Afiatics , who are furpnfed and difgufted 
at the violent {allies of paffion, to which fome Europeans are pecu- 
liarly fubjeft 

On the 1 6th of December, in the fame year, Pretaupa Sing died 
fuddenly at Tanjore. Prior quarrels, with his general, Mona-ji, and 
with his own fon and fucceflTor, Tulja-ji, furnilhed a plaufible foun- 
dation for reports, that Pretaupa had not made his exit in the natural 
way But whether the furraifes of murder proceeded from matter 
of faft, or from the charadler of Tulja-ji, who was thought capa- 
ble of fuch villainy, is a fubjed unworthy of enquiry. In whatever 

• Nabob to Goiercof Palk, October 31(1, -{-Kearjo^ol 

t Rous’s Appendix, p S 3 , 8g 
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manner Pretaupa came by liis death, -the complexion of Iiis life was 
not calculated to leave 1 egret behind him, when he died Raifcd by 
a fadion, from an obfcure condition, in oppofition to Shaw-ji, the 
legitimate heir who had been expelled, he was deftined to be and 
adtually remained a tool, during the greateft part of his government. 
Being by difpofition falfe and treacherous, his natuial timidity '[- was 
a kind of virtue, as it prevented him from the commiflion of dan- 
gerous crimes. He was fucceeded in the government of Tanjorc, 
by his fon Tulja-ji, a young man, much more weak and more pro- 
fligate than his father ; who, though not virtuous, had confined his 
appetites to common vices. 

Though Pretaupa Sing had been fo much favoured, in the treaty 
of 1762, he fhewed no inclination to be piindlual, in obferving the 
terms. The twenty-two lacks, which he had agreed to pay as ar- 
rears of tribute to the Nabob, had been transferred to the credit of 
that prince, in the books of the Company. But the fecond kift, 
which was payable in April 1 763, could only be extorted from him 
in Auguft, by the terror of the troops, marching to the fiege of 
Madura, who were ordered to flop in the neighbourhood of Tan- 
jore J Notwithftanding this reludance, in the performance of his 
part of the treaty, Pretaupa did not fail to alk new favours from 
the Prefidency. He reprefented, that “ the river Cavery fhould be 
“ fwelled, that his country fhould be thereby cultivated to produce 
“ money to pay off the debts ” He affirmed, that “ even the 
“ Soucars [j feemed unwilling to lend money as the river Cavery 
was not diverted from falling into the Coleroon, by its natural 

■* Vide p 68. This Shaw-jJ, or Sahu-jl, trouble, and threw him into a dungeon, Orme, 
was the unfortunate perfon, whom the fervants vol, ii 
of theEaft India Company fet up againftPre- ■}• Orme, vol ii 

taupa in 1749 finding Pretaupa more J Rous s Appendix, No, Xllf. p iSg 

luitable to their purpofes, they agreed to " pre- || Indian Bankers. 

“ vent the pretender” from giving him further 
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courfo. But, continues he to Mr. Pigot, “ I depend on your ho- ^ h a p 

“ nour’s fricndflup, which I have procurto in every refpefl’' ” ' » 

Tliough Mr. Pigot had exhibited every mark of a partial friend- 
fliip for Pretaupa, in the treaty of 1762, he had ncgleded one fti- 
pulation m his fa\our, which left his country much in the power of 
his fupcrior, the Nabob The river Cavery, after traierfing the eK- 
tcnfive country of Myforc, falls through the mountains, which fc- 
parate the two coafls, into the Carnatic , and, about fiv miles to the 
north-wed; of Tntchinopoly, divides its ftreams between two chan- 
nels The northern branch alTuming the name of Coleroon, falls 
into the fca at Dcvi-Cotah j , but the fouthern branch, retaining 
that of Cavery, feparates itfelf, about twenty miles to the caftward 
of Tntchinopoly, intofevcral large branches, avhich, pafTing through 
the proMnee of Tanjorc, give its fertility to that country The 
ftreams of the Coleroon and Cavery form, by their feparation, the 
ifland of Scringham, famous for the pagoda, from which it derives 
its name The banks of the two rivers^ for feme miles above and 
below Tntchinopoly, “ arc in no part two miles afunder, in many 
fcarccly one . and at Coiladdy, a fmall fort fifteen miles to the 
“ eafi; of Tntchinopoly §,” the llream of the Cavery was certainly 
intended by nature, to rejoin the Coleroon. But a mound of 
a confiderablc length had been anciently creflcd, to prevent the Cmiaddy, 
flrcams of the two rivers, from uniting again. The waters of the ns water, mto 
Cavery prefs, in their natural courfe, upon this mound with fuch iTthewrntoiy 
force, that it requires almod: conllant repairs. As the boundaries of 
Tanjore never extended to within many miles of the bank, that 
country mud; have depended, from all antiquity, on the government 
of Tntchinopoly, its neared; neighbour. 

* Rous’s Appendix, No, XlII. p 187, J Ormc, vol 1. p 177 
> ES § Ibid 

t Lawrence's Narratn c, p 17 
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Tiie treaty of 17G2, between the Nabob and the Raiah, had been 
^ confined to one object, the amount of the future Peiflicuifh, to be 
1762 confined paid by Tanjore ^ The Prefidency, who had made themfelvee gua- 
the°amour^^of tantecs of that treaty, had no right to interfere in any other clif- 
the tribute, between the Nabob and Rajah , nor to become ai biters, with 

h^d^’n^right tegard to the conjiitutwnal light of the Carnatic over Tanjore f 
cny"ottoM- That was a matter (fays the very gentleman who negociatcd the 
“ treaty itfelf) which had^not been thought of, in fettling the treaty 
“ of 1762 "j:.” Pretaupa Sing, notwithftanding, feems to have made 
the reparation of the mound, in fome meafure, the condition of 
paying the kills, which the treaty had direfted him to pay to the 
Company. Mr. Pigot, willing to favour him, wrote repeated let- 
ters to the Nabob, in the ftrongeft terms § But, upon examina- 
tion 11 , even Mr Pigot found the Nabob’s right to the mound, fo 
th^mou °d^a decifivcly eftabliflicd, that he entirely dropped every requifition, on 
that head ^ It appears, that Pretaupa Sing himfelf acknowledged 
the right to be veiled in the Nabob \.y and that all the different de- 
puties, appointed by the Prefidency to examine into the fubjedl, 
made their reports, that the right of repairing the mound exifted in 
the Nabob alone, as Soubadar of the Carnatic 


TbcNTabob, The Nabob, who had no reafon to be fatisfiedj with the treaty^ 
fed widf^he' forced upon him, in 1762, fhewed no inclination 

treaty of^^^ to relinquifh any of his rights, which fiill remained, to gratify the 
no inclination Rajah of Tanjor.e. Pretaupa Sing, who was neither a flranger to 
hYrighr*^ his, own want of r:ight_ tp the mound, nor to the Nabob’s feelings, 


•"Vindication of the. Government of Fort Gavernor' and Council in May 1763, to exa- 
St George, relative to the expedition agamft mine into the fubjeft, made his report entirely 
Tuinjpre in 1771, By Jofias Dn Pre, Efq in favour of the Nabob, RousV Appendcc, 
p z8 p 209 

f Mr Du Prc’l Vindication, p s8. ^ Ibid 

i ' 1 - Letter from the Rajah of Tanjore, ertered 

§ Rons’, Appendix, No XIIl p 209 in Country Correfpondcnce, d'fo. LXIl, March 1 
It Mr. Newton, who was apjpomted by the zsR, 1763. 

epi 
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c 1 ill'* 1 .'■'iT'A, ] rnj'nfcJ n ^ 1 , « li. ’t took place in aiKumn 

i-fl; 'I he K"'.h, in the. nv '1 luhnii.n c nnin.cr, nc! noulcilgcd In*. 
l'nih = . Ilcl 'i itcd the ) 1') ' fo' ;i.cnc^ , lor hi'^ not InMtig paid 
hn 1 'hr pr reij Cv''.^ I cu In. trnn.d at Nc-ipatitn in 1758 , and 
io' rOnli 0 1 n -V 1 nt'i'c^ i I'o iM ii r^ < 1 1 'ir >ic He begged 
In'" j v'> '1, lo' lir itnalni ('t (he diP lA of the Mir*'* ar, in c - 
prcls opp V ti n (d the in; 1 'A ^ln ot h’p-rior, for lii<i afTifting 
el l li- .1 in luv 'cn’li-'o , and fo' all hi5 pall cfie cc' Ilcpro- 
niw il at in Irtnic ncuiicr hirifelf nijC his Pons fliould do any 
t n^g difag'tC'b e la t 1 cN-'b'h lint, inflead of auhng Ufopli, 
he aso ’M la^ ^ ll e wh ’ e b "d.n of the a 'r againP 'nm, on hnnrelf 
Th"'!. 1 c a.o PJ 1 ' n the Na’ )h, “ b ith mb'!, and foul ->r.d that 
1 e a ojid conl’dcr tlie \a' PP evenin' as bn cncm.es Iin ft ends 
as bn fr end' Thefe PcAaran nn “ he ernlirmed aa till an oath, a 
“ flrongcr than aaliieh, in lu" rcnpi'"!, cannot be taken 
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The Nab >b a a* lo a'c'' p'c-’'cd. a un *he fubmifTivc cordudl of 
Prenupa, th'-t be fi'C^aae h in the fnm of ten’ l^'cl's 0^ Tr.\''mbo"C 
rurecs IH aifo o '-ceP to make fo .c rt pan' on the monnd , tho,j;:'!i Ir--'f'nr 

‘ '• 1 C" to tc* 

lu ,’nifo'”ila declared, lint the ahaert .ig all tiic v atcrs of the Ca p' I'-c 

a era, i"'a the p’oaince of lanja'c, a as c.\t’cnacia difagrccablc to 

bn o n peap’c'j, as the Hat cenntra to ilu cafr of Tritchinopnly 

a' "• Pd be thercha oaerP.-’acd: 1 H«. a hen Tulja-ji alfumcd the 

coac’nnicnt, he dcmai Ped as a right, "1 at Im fa'hcr had requeued 

as a aonr Infcad of fatiCring llic pndc of his fuperior, by an- 

p'-c *uns to hitn in pc’for', be aarotc abufiac ICltC’S, concerning cp-cd- c‘' 

th-t p'lncc, to tnc Prcfidcnc) of A aeras § , defiring them to laa* ' 

tl . ' s 'mirands on uhe Nabob lo repair the bank The Prcfidcnca, 

v.l .. had unitormlr raid g’cat attention to the goaernment of Tan- 


-;j-. Nr \m r 
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: It-’ 
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He IS fap- 
porled by the 
Prefidency, 


Canfe of the 
Nabob’s nn- 
wilhngnefs to 
repair the 
moandj 


]ore, ever fince the negociations about the treaty of 1762, vehe- 
mently preffed the Nabob ||, who was incapable of thofe “ winning 
ways,” which had rendered the Rajah fo valuable an ally and fo 
great a favourite. The Nabob, confcious of his own rights, and 
how little the Rajah contributed towards the general defence, ex- 
preffed his unwillingnefs, but complied. Befides, the reluftance, 
with which he was brought to confer favours upon a man, who had 
added infult to injury, the Nabob had a political reafon, for defer- 
ring the repairs of the bank. The Rajah’s affiftance was wanted 
for the (iege of Madura ; and he knew that nothing, but neceffity, 
would induce him to perform his duty to his fupenor*. 

To 


II Rous’s Appendix, paffim 
* Exuaft of Minutes of ConfuttatioD, *8th 
April J777 

As the Honourable Court of Direflors, in 
their feparatc letter per Grenville 12th April 
1775, order the Rajah of Tanjore to be le- 
llored to the full and entire poffeirion of his do- 
niimons as held by him in 1762, withoot in- 
fringing the rights of the Nabob of the Carna- 
tic , and as it appears from the letters mentioned 
hereafter from Rajah Pretaub Sing, as well as 
the opinions of this Government fubieqnent to 
the conclufion of the treaty of 1762, that the 
Tight of repairing or amending the Annacutta 
was then acknowledged to be vefted in the Na- 
bob Refolved, it is the opinion of this Board, 
, that this right doth exift in the Nabob alone, as 
Sonbahdar of the Carnatic, and that the Ra- 
jah of Tanjore is not to begin, or carry on any 
repairs whatever, tmlels permitted to do fo by 
the Nabob That agreeably to the Nabob’s 
lequeft, the people fent by the Rajah of Tan- 
jore to the Annacutta Ihould be forthwith re- 
called, and that the Rajah be informed, it ap- 
pears from the Company’s records, as well as 
from his father’s Pretaub Sing’s letters, that he 
ha- no right to repair the bank, nnlels pnvi- 
leged fo to do by theNabob That the Rajah 
of Tanjore be. alfo informed, the Nabob hath 


granted pcrmiflion for tbe repairing the Anna- 
CDtta at our defire, and will fend orders to his 
Amildar at Tritchinopoly to give every reafon- 
able afiiflance, that it may be put in the fame 
Hate It was during the life of Pretaub Sing Re- 
folved alfo, as this has been a fubjedl of con- 
flant difpute betv/een theNabob and the Rajah 
of Tanjore, that the following references to the 
Records be inferted on this day’s Confiiltation, 
to fiiew at one view to the Honourable Court 
of Dircflors, that the right now claimed by the 
Nabob, has ever been admitted, but that this 
Board have at all times conCdered it as a matter 
of great moment, that the Annacutta Ihould be 
repaired whenever the banks were broken down 
br wa filed away 

The Prefident 15 direfled to acquaint the Na- 
bob of the proper fenfe the Board have of his 
acquiefcence to have the Annacutta repaired, 
agreeably to our requeft to him on that head 

Confoltation 2ifi March, lydj 

A letter is read from the Rajah of Tanjore, 
entered in Country Correfpondence, No LXIL 
requeuing the Board would defire the Nabob to 
permit “ him to amend the bank ” 

Confiiltation 15th April, 1763. 

A letter is wrote from the Board to Mr 
Newton, ordered on a furvey of the Annacutta, 

" the 
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To c\plain tins fiibicd, \vc mufl recur to former times. The ^ P. 

cit) of Mad ur. a, witli the pro\mcc of the fame name, being depen- ’ . 

dent on Tntdnnopoly ”, fell into the hands of the Moguls, when ^0^10^- 
thc) conquered the lad mentioned proxincc During the captivity of {^cTi'ion^or'' 
Chuacr-Srib in the capital of thcMarattas, Madura, with the reft of if’op^'Chaav 
the CarintiL, became fubjccfl to the Nabob Anwar-til-dien. When Chim- 
dcr-Saib, in the reaolution in faaour of Muziffcr Jung, affumed the 
title of Nabob of Arcot, Madura was fcizcd byAlIumChanf, one of his 
adherents, but the power of that officer declining at the death of his 
patron, the Nabob recovered the city, and placed his brother Mapheus- 
Chan in the government. Mapheus Chan was fuccecdcd, in the 
}car 175S, b) MoodallyJ:, and he, in June 1760, by Ufoph Chan, 

at 


“ if' B^-rd be n~ dcfrcai to prcccrc fo' t’-e 
•* Tarjo e t'lc bb'r he deSred if i: 

“ r-ir’-t be 00-e uinos ]■ eii.diee lo the Ni- 
beb ’ 

Ccrful it 0*! Sth ?Iit, i;''^ 
^ >e tr 1 reid fron Mr Nev lei cn the 
c* tre /-r''-:L ti 

Co-fu!_ CT iC S /ij-il lid i_ih ' 1764 
n niir- e c*' ce^fult- loi, ard le ers from 
t-e N.bor aad t c cf Ta'^i e, to-et^cr 
T h 3 rep cf'c a an frea t’-e Ta'jcre \ ic- 
ca a’ c- t’-e t*-; Annict la 

Co-‘ll 0- ;,i'- M.v, 17S. 
1 'e I' u v; c'a to i. r JiTCi Eca c'-i", 
c cc cd ca a fi*rc“c‘‘ I'-e /lar-CLtta v.fcfcn 
t:t Er^'d f) , “ The hath p o^ab' re 
C'‘e''ed —0 c th.n t'‘c N.bob tii gra" 
‘ cada'gar rg bis c- n cc_- rv , ard 

“ t^e 'N.bab is perhaps oo ten- lai-s of K s 
c-n m-P'gea, to cenr-'v Tilth the ILng’i 
‘ roq-e , as ^aa aa in rcaf n he o.gh 

Conf.l 1 101 :a h Ja’ , 1764 
-1. I c" IS read f-om Major Caepbe I, 
va-'o-r ha f s “ TheN-boohn fenterders 
to hn ro' to reoa." tLc bachs of the Ca- 
- -y icnte'' n^K, ard in fun a rna-n-r tha' 
re Ki-^ o'" Ta-ja e \ ill tire ca reaicn to 
dcdhinliv. 01..’ 


Confultation sd Angall, 176}* 
A Ic*ter IS lead from Mr Janes Bourchicr, 
de'aribtng the breaches of the Annccutta 

Corfal a ion :,th Aognfh, 1764 
A !e~er is read from Mr James Boorchier,. 
s herein hefap*, tha- •' a melTage from the Na- 
" bob coifiimed i ha he had all a'ong fafpafl- 
" cd, that though the Nabob bad given hij 
" ccrftnt to make the rcpain the Board re- 
“ quircd of him, rothing v.as more d Pane 
f-om his inten ion than the performance of 

*' i ’ 

Ccnful ation nSth January, 1767 
T'-c Ptcfider acquaints the Board, tnat he 
had rh f)~c diEcaltj p csailcd on the Nabob 
to p- nit the Kirg cf Tanjore to repair the 
b each's in th* Caver), and the Annacut near 
Ma'o c. 

{ A true ExtraQ) 

R- J SunvAft, Secre*aiy 

* Jc'aii’i let cn, vol ii 
•{• Oirc, vol I p 169 
t Sir John L ndfay’s Narrative Tetarapa 
M'od-al'v, ren er cf the Tincevelly and Ma- 
dura courtii-i, found means to obtain Mr. 
Pigot’i pnva c fiiendfhip bat he behaved fo 
ill in has oScc, that it was foued impoffiblc to 

fupport 
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government 
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He fupphes 
him with 
arms, &C. 


Ongin and 
hiftory of 
Ufoph. 


al (he pi effing inflanccs of Mi. Pigot, then Prcficlcnt ofFortSt George. 
The Nabob, no ftrangei to the ambition and lieacherous chara£tcr 
of Ufoph, remonftrated in vain. The Picfidcnt infilled, that he 
'fliould have the government, at a very fmall rent, for the pa}ment 
of which he himfelf pledged his faith §, Whatever rcafon Mr 
Pigot might have had for his predilcflion in favour of Ufoph, it is 
certain he interefied himfelf in his favour, with all the uarmth 
and zeal of a friend |1. Not content with cvtorting the government 
of Madura for him from the Nabob, the Prefident provided him 
with arms, guns, and ammunition, which, as there were no enemies 
then m the country feem to have been dcflincd againflhis mafler. 

Ufoph Chan was a fellow of mean birth, but pofTcfrcd courage 
and all the adbivity neceffary to conflitute a bold partizan. He 


fupport him long, in his public capacity He 
was, theicforc, obliged to give t\a) to Ufoph 
Chan, another friend 

§ Ibid But he never paid an) rent. 

11 The original Lcticis, of which the fol 
lowing arc copies, arc now in London 

“ To the Hon George Pigot, Efq, Prclidcnt 
and Governor of Fort St George 

“ Honourable Sir, 

“ This moment I received a letter from An- 
“ jargo, advifing, that the 4th indant arrived 
“ there z Europe ihips , they left England 5 
months agoc , the Norfolk 74 guns, and Pan- 
“ thcr 60 guns, full of men And fomc fnends 
“ mine wrote me the nams of the Governor and 
Council of Madras 
“ Govcinor, 

John Smith, 

“ Charles Bourchier, 

“ Dawfone Drake, 

“ John Andrews, 

“ Henry VanOttart, 

“ Richard Fairfield, 

“ Samuel Ardly 

“ Realy 3 am very forry to hear, hut I mult 
« think now that my great misfortune , hope 
“ to hear the news to the contrary, and beg. 


*' Honourable Sir, to fettle my affair in good 
“ tim, for 1 am quiet ruircd, and have no 
“ other friends at all Conclude this with my 
“ kind refpeft, wi/hing your good health A 
“ fuccefs inalljour undertaking Believe me 
“ to be aUvajs with due rcfpcfl, Hon Sir, 

1 am )our molt obedient humble 
A obliged Servant, 

(Signed) Maiiosiud Lsour Cawi ’’ 

Mr Pigot to the Nabob, inclofing tlic above 
“ Sir, 

“ I fend you a letter I have received from 
“ Ufoph Cawn, which mull fatnf) youhcisa 
“ gord man, the contents Ihcw that he fears, 
" without a fnend to recommend him to you, 
“ he 15 ruin’d He is av good a man as Mr 

Smith I will inTwcrforit, and if he wants 
“ arms they are to defend your country and 
“ add to your honour If I can procure him 
“ any, he ffiall have them, nnd I will anfvvcr 
“ for his being 1 good fervant to you I am, 
“ with the greatclt regard and efteem. Sir, 
Your molt obedient fervant, and 
alTured friend, 

(Signed) George Pigot.’ 

• Sir John Lindfay’s Narrative 
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h.s nfc, Iikc Tome grcTtcr men, to accident Having cn- 
gra\cd the Company’s arms on a gold plate, lie fufpended it from 
hia neck, and the PrefiJent, ftriick \Mth the fancy, ordered an m- 
r^rmtion to he pnt, on the olhc: fuic, meniionmg his merit and 
\alour in war Ufoph had didinguinicd himfelf, as .a good fol- 
dicr, on aariou'^ occafions , and lus gaming the fupport and fricnd- 
fliip ol Mr Pigot, was a preo! of his being a good politician Pits 
breaking out into •’n open defiance to the Nabob’s authority, fo foon 
after hib taking poflefrion of lus goaernment feems, howcacr, to have 
been a little repugnant to the latter charadcr Though tlae rent, 
which he had engaged to pay, had been rendered “ c\trcmely eafy,” 
by the mducncc of Mr Pigot, he ncglc^flcd, fiom the beginning, 
to remit c\ cn that “ cafa rent ’ to his mafler A conduiEl fo glaringly 
obR.navC could not, pubhela, be fupported The Prefidcncy, there- 
lorc, found ihcmfeUcs obliged to adifl the Nabob m reducing to 
obedience a fer\ ant, whom they had fo lately and warmly recom- 
mended ■] An cspedition was undertaken agaiiiR him, in the year 
1763 , but the troops being ill proaidcd, either through defign or 
accident, with proper implements tor a fiegc, the periodical rains 
forced them to quit the trenches ij. 

Though Ufoph depended much upon the influence of his friends 
at Madras, he was not negligent m fccunng other friends Tiie 
firft, the moll eager, finccrc and powerful of thofc friends, W'as 
Pretaupa Sing, Rajah of laniorc This approved ally of the 
Enghfh and faithful dependent of the Nabob of the Carnatic en- 
tered into a corrcfpondcncc with Ufoph, and foflcrcd ihofe feeds of 
rebellion, which that refradory chief had fown He adaifcd him 
not to go to Madras, when his piefcncc was required at that place , 

f Uou. 5 tprera , I\o Mil Sr John bufirci He diJ ref aknbf the « ir,. rffuccefs 
Lnll;;y N^ir* Ejt i uoiIJ hat w been ciucl to 

t Rous’j app-Ji>;, '.o XIII Th: 1 e 1 a c deferted an c j'/rirra' jn his djlhcrs 
Gcntial Monlon I ncit a great deal ,.bjut this 

u 
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CHAP 
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■Yet fwiars 
that he will 
take the 
whole of the» 
war againft 
him upon 
himfelf 


Both hope 
affillance from 
the French 


for, faid he, “ the bad man,” meaning the Nabob, “ gives advice to 
the Englifli, to which point we fliould attend § ” He mentioned 
that the treaty of 1762 “ was nothing more than a name j] ’’ Thar, 
fliould the Englifli fail to 01 do the Nabob, to permit the mound of 
the Cavery to be repaired, that he w'ould fend his troops to the 
place and expert the alTiftance of Ufoph Thefe affurances were 
fent to Pretaupa, much about the time that he took the moft 
SOLEMN OATH appointed by his religion, that he would “ take the 
“ whole of the war againfl: Ufopb upon himfelf and join the Nabob, 
“ both body and foul, and would look upon his enemies and friends 
“ as his own •}■ ” But notwithftanding the folemnity of his oath, 
Pretaupa feems to have adhered, with a kind of mental refcrvation, 
to the interefts of Ufoph. That chief bad informed him in a letter, 
“ that, by the blcfling of God, the French fquadron would foon 
“ arrive,” and, faid he, “ they confider "i our protcdlion as their 


“ firft object 


Talja-ji re- 
rervs his fa- 
ther s friend- 
fhip with 
Ufoph 
His firft care 
to cut ofF the 
legitimate 
branches of 
his own fa- 


The death of Pretaupa Sing only deprived Ufoph Chan of one 
friend, to give him another in the perfon of his fon Tnlja-ji The 
firft care of that prince was to fecure to himfelf the undifturbed pof- 
fefGon of the government, by cutting off the llgitIi-uate branches 
of his own family. Before he extended, as w’as believed, his hand 
to his father’s life t{[, he murdered his coufin, the fon of Nauzee, 


, whom Pretaupa had kept a ftate-pnfoner Soon after his accef- 

He murders 

bis coufin, the fion to the government, he fent emiftaries into the territories of the 
HeaffaiEnatw Nabob, who killed “ Gatica and two of his relations 4 - ” The un- 
wo^mher^'*'^ fortunate Gatica, who was deftined to terminate a life of calamity, 
relation!. m a death of violence, was the fame perfon, whom M Lally found 


§ Pretaupa Sing to Ufoph Chan Country 
CorrefpoDdence India Houfe, Oft 1764 
This letter v;as written early in 1763 
Ifopb Chan to Pretaupa Ibid 
" Ibid 

•J- Rous’s Appendur, No. Xni. p 197. 


J Ufoph to Pretaupa Sing. Country Cor- 
refpondence, 1764 

Separate Letter from the Prefident and 
Council March z 8 , 1764 India Hrufe 
Rous’s Appendix, No. XIII p 198 


pnfoner 
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prifoncr in 1 ort St David, v lien he took ili.it place m 1758. He C H^A P. 

uncle to the wrciclicd blia\a-ji, h\\ful Rajah ofTanjore, whofe ' ^ ' 

intcrcfls - id hbcitv, the Prclidcnc>, in a manner, fold to Pretaupa 
Sin~, in t’lk. V C'l I 719 SInu-ji, liaving made liis cfcape from the 
InuEoi the Prcfidenca , the unhappy Gitica, w.is confined in his 
phee Rut Pie referved his life till thc}car 1764., to fall by the 
(beg-'’ cl T ulji ji i 

\\ lien rulji-ji had rid himfclf of every caufe of domcflic fear, 
hc turned his c\cs to\Mrds lus allies abroad Upon receiving a bwhofe 
letter from Ufoph Chin, who was, now, bcficgcd in Madura, he 
returned an anfucr, in uhicli arc the following remarkable words 
“ I am cuniinccd tint lou heartily wiOi for my profpcrity, which becfyie- 

' J L L ^ fpo ds with 

“ IS near at hand You wrote me, that I fliould not delay my Uioph, 

“ afiiftancc to aou You need not, my friend, write often to me 
“ on this fubjeJl , fliould any thing happen, I viill, with all my 
“ troops, join )ours immediately without fail J ” At this very in- 
Aant, fomc of lus troops ucre in the camp of the bcficgcrs of Ma- 
dura But that circumflancc would facilitate the performance of '\^omhc^e 
lus promitc to Ufoph, fhould any reverfe of foitunc happen to the affili? 
arms of the Nabob and the Compan) Tulja-ji and Ins father 
permitted, or rather ordered, a body of Ircnch, who were in the Hehkehs 
fer\icc of Tanjorc, to join Ufoph Chan Unfortunately for that pre^neb^^ops 
chief, M Marchand was one of the number This man fcizcd his per- 
fon and dUncred him to his enemies This event happened in the 
month of Odober 1764^ The war coft much blood to the Eng- 
lifh, and more than a million flcrling to the Nabob |[, befides the 
lofs of the revenue, which Ufoph had wiih-bcld^. 

* Ornf vol 11 U The Nabob was at tbe uboe crptacf, 

f Roui’i A-'pc-dir, ubi fupra except tbe European foldiers, who were paid 

J Tulji-ji 10 Ufoph Chan Counirc Co'- out of tbe recenue of tlie Jagbire Sir John 
reffondence, 1764 Lindlaj’j Narrative 

§ Roa2 3 Ipp'ndL-, No XIlI p 211 Sir John Lindfa)’: Narrauve 
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Tulja-ji CNprcfTcd liimfelf, in a Ictlci to the Prefident of Fort St. 
George, with peculiar Jcclntgy for his unfortunate friend “ I re- 
“ ccivcd,” fiys he, “ advice from Madura, tiiat tlic rrRFiDious 
“ WKCTCir was fci/cd, and the fort taken , tins gave me in- 
“ exprcfTiblc joy. I liave ofTered my prayeis, night and day, to 
“ God, and it hath now plcafcd his Divine Majerty to grant what 
was my defire*} ” Rut neither tiie es-cmplaiy misfortunes of his 
ally, Ufoph Chan, nor any gratitude for the favours or fear of the 
aims of the EngliHi, who Ind made thcmfclvcs guarantees of the 
treaty of 1762, could induce the Rajah to perform, with any 
pumRuality, Ins pait of ilic treaty Though his country yielded 
annually near a million fterlingj, two terms Iiad clapfed without 
Ills paying the Eipulatcd Kids to the Company § This eondu£l 
was the more inexcufablc, that the Nabob had rchnquiflicd four 
lacks of the tribute, in confcqucncc of his promifc to Pretaupa 
Sing, at their laft interview ||. ^ 

The taking of Madura, in the end of 1764, only reflored the 
Carnatic to a temporary repofe In the beginning of 1765, Nizam 
All, who had acquired by the murder of his brother, Sullabur, the 
title as well as power of Subah, entered that province with a great 
army. With a dedrudive fpccics of war, he laid wade the open 
country, without deriving any confiderable benefit, from his inhu- 
manity. He fubjeded every place, through which he direded his 
maich, to fire and fword , and fiich unfortunate perfons as had cfcapcd 
the latter were only referved for flavery The ravages, which he had 
committed, joined to the heat of the fcafon, for it was now Jhe middle 
of April, reduced his army to great didrcfs for want of provifions 
and water. Colonel Campbell, who then commanded the joint forces of 
the Nabob and Company, having matched from Arcot, came in fight 

j- Rous’s Appendiv, No. XIII. p. 211. § Rous’s Appendix, No. XIII p jpS 

X Ibid p. 198. li 1 ^“^ 

of 
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of the enemy, at the Pagoda of Tnpetti, but when the Colonel 
was preparing to attack Nizam Ah, m his camp, that Subah fud- 
denly decamped, and marching near forty miles, in one day, eva- 
cuated the Carnatic, by the way of Collaftria and Nellore 

During thefe tranfadtions, Lord Clive arrived at Madras on his 
way to his government of Bengal The condudt of Nizam Ah, 
together with the expediency of pofleffing the whole coaft, from 
the boundaries of the Carnatic to thofe of Orifla, induced his Lord- 
fliip to procure, from the Mogul, a Phirman, for thofe countries, 
which are diftinguifhed by the name of the Northern Circars Thefe 
provinces, like moft others in the Decan, were chiefly poflefled by the 
native Rajahs and Polygars, in fubordination to the Mogul viceroy, 
- to whom they paid a ftated annual tribute There were, however, 
many diftndts fubjeO: to temporary renters 'f' , and the whole was 
governed by a deputy appointed by the Nizam Anwar-ul-dien, 
the father of the prefent Nabob, had executed that office, with fuch 
juftice and reputation, for thirty years, that his family were flill 
very popular in the country. Many of the Zemindars had owed 
their rue to Anwar ul-dien ; and not only they, but all the inha- 
bitants and hufbandmen, had exprefled their wiffies, that his fon 
might obtain the command of the provinces Sullabut Jung had 
oS^ered the goiernment of the Circars to Mahommed Ali during 
the French war, to detach him from the Englifh caufe , and he 
renewed the fame oflPer, when he quarrelled with M Buffy at Fly- 
drabad. Even Colonel Forde, when he took Maflulipatam, figni- 
fied the propriety of the Nabob’s taking charge of the Circars , but 
all thefe offers he declined to accept, without the exprefs approba- 
tion of the Prefidency §. 


* Sir John Lindfai's Na rative. 

•}■ Nabob to ruahoramed Nazib Chan Not. 25, 1765 MS. J Ibid, < Ibid 
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but a treaty 
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Lord Clive, vho had been uniformly attached to the Nabob, did 
not forget the mterefts of that prince, when he obtained, from the 
Mogul, the northern provinces for the Company. He procured 
from the emperor Shatv Allum, Sunnuds, dated the 12th of AugufI, 
^ 7 ^S\\j rendering the Carnatic independent of the viceroy of the 
Decan. His Lordfhip, at the fame time that he tranfmitted the 
Sunnuds, feems to have infinuated his v.nfli to raife that prince to 
the Subahfhip itfelf, fiiould it be found neceflary to expel Nizam 
All, m the war v/hich %vas likely to arife between that pnnee and 
the Company, for the northern Circars The Nabob excufed him- 
felf, from accepting the offer, by declaring that the Decan was 
“ too great for him to defire to have the charge of its government'^.” 
He at the fame time afltired Lord Clive, “ that he was perfedlly 
“ fatisfied with his Lordfhip s fending him the Phirman of free gift 
“ of the Carnatic, v/hich he had been pleafed to obtain for him, 
from the emperor of the Moguls f ” 

To enforce the Mogul’s Phirman, for the Circars, General Cal- 
liaud marched at the head of the troops of the Carnatic to take pof- 
feflion of thofe provinces. This he eflpedied, after fome fkirmifhes 
t\ith the Rajahs and PolygarsJ Nizam Ah, who was, at the 
time, engaged in war againfl the Marattas, m the country of Barad, 
upon receiving intelligence of thofe tranfadions, returned with the 
utmoft expedition to Hydrabad To revenge himfelf for the lofs of 
the Circars, he made hidden and great preparations for invading the 
Carnatic To prevent the execution of his defign, the Prefidcncy 
of Madras mvefted Calliaud with full powers, ordering him to pro- 
ceed to Hydrabad to negociate a peace, A treaty was accordingly 
concluded, on the 12th of November 1766. The pnncipal terms of 
the treaty were, that the Prefidency fhould affift Nizam Ah, with 

J SannuiJ, 'nJS * Nabob’s Lsritrr to Lord CJire id 1765, TvIS, f Ibid 
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war againft Hycler, was the principal objedt of Nizam Ah. That 
notvvithftanding the terms of the ticaty of Hydrabad liad been 
much m6re advantageous, than he had any rcafon to expcQ;, he 
was not pleafed with the condudt of the Company, in obtaining a 
Phirman for the Circars, without either his knowledge or pcrmif- 
fion, who confidered himfelf as then immediate fuperior That 
Hyder Ali was equally difpleafed with the treaty, as the Prcfi- 
dency had fhewn their animofity againft himfelf, by the readinefs 
which they difcovercd to affift the Subah in invading his country,’ 
That, prior to his expedition to Myfore, Nizam Ah had fent a 
copy of his agreement to Hyder Ah That, from thefe and other 
circumftances, he, the Nabob, concluded that both would foon ter- 
minate their own differences, and, with their united force, attack 
the Carnatic 

The event juftified the fufpicions of the Nabob Hyder Ah being 
attacked on another fide of his dominions, by the Company’s troops, 
refolved to fettle matters with Nizam Ah Major Bonjeur, with fome 
Europeans, and two battalions of Sepoys, had been detached to- 
wards Kiftnagurry, in the Baramault country [■, which he over-ran, 
and took all the mud forts but he could make no imprefiion, 
either on Kiftnagurry, or thofe forts which were built upon rocks J. 
The country of Baramault had been formerly a part of the Carnatic j 
but, having fallen into the hands of the Rajah of Myfore, it had 
fubmitted, with the reft of his dominions, to the ufurpation of his 
rebellious general, Hyder Ah Thefe, with other reafons, induced 
Hyder to make propofals to Nizam All, who fcrupled not to fa- 
crifice ins engagements with the Company, to the intereft of his 
new ally §. A treaty was at laft concluded between them, by the 

* Sir John Lundfay’s Narrative India Pa- t Sir John Lindfay’s Narrative Ofl 13, 
pers, paffim 177 ° 

t Ron j’s Appendix, No XI. p 167 § Rous’s Appendix, No XIII. p 213 
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r, icin' of Mnj>licu'; Clun, tlic Nihrih’"; hroilicr, Mho had been dif- 
f’U lEd, c\cr l.iKC tlic Hiflucncc oi Mr Pjj'.nt hid deprned him of 
the crnmriU vif ^j^dura and TinncicllN, in 175H *. 

Scv.rcl infori.nuon of ilic cnnrhilion o( ihr ircii), liaiing been 
br.)iirht to ilic Nah^b, lie ndailctl (lie Prcfulcnt nnd Conned, to 
o di.r ai -■•t-'cL in Ic nnJc upon Nuim A]i'<; cimp-f-, before the 
lunAu n of c Anfo'ean I lif. adaiLC Man difregardcd, at lead 
It .1 •> p. I in c\ccnlu' 1 , but (he Coinpam s troops had fepa- 
ta.cd I'lcndl (.'■ fro-.i thole of the Snbah In the montli of Sep- 
tember, C'loncl vSmuh M'n attacl cd on Ins march, near Changa- 
Tinl, b} tl c nmtcJ Iv'rccn of the aliic" 1 lie adlion v a' flnrp, and 
kficd -n lunir , b t tl.nngh the enema M.a' rcjndfed, the O'nipana s 
troapa a\crc obliged to retire Marching for thinj-fi-c hour', 
\ ubnet -cf'cnmicnt. the arm), li.aaing fiificrcd incrcddilc hard- 
fl ips .arnetd at Trinomalh . and liaaing inclofcd ihcmfchcis, Mitliin 
iM Mai's of (’’at place, Mlicrc thc\ remained fcacral d''\‘‘, Mere 
fcarccd to I c \ III. dies of tlic dcflrnelion of the counlr) all around, 
a ’d\ fire and fv oril Colonel Smith, haaing again taken the f.dd, 
encamped near the Mall , but, altera fcia dais, he decamped .and 
p'.ched In*- ten*' near Cahfli) ‘enm, ahout ten mile', to the north 
rt Tnnnp'al \ 4 

M bile belli armies lav in this fituiiion, Ha dcr Ah detached Ins 
fn, a iih fne tbo ’'a iJ hnri'e, i uo tlie Carna.ic This body pc- 
. ..-a.cd to the ne g’d'e,iir!iood of Mailras , a.ul liad tl’c commander 
! a need r. at.cr'’ v i.li the lead -'dd^cf'-, be n.i bt ha\c jeiccd ‘lie 
r'cfiueni. and Cnjncl, in their Gard.n-limf.s, m the cnaironsof 
that for; Iv't the at.eiuion of li e Maforcars to plunder, depnacd 
tKm of an ad\ ■’.itage, '’.bieh a onid ''aac cn-’hled them to didlatc 
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the terms of peace. Colonel Smith, having in the mean time at- 
tacked the allies, before Tnnomally, with feme fuccefs, fent the 
army into cantonments at Wandewafli. The enemy having appeared 
beyond Velorc, in the month of December, he took again the field, 
and attacking them, between Ambour and Wanumbaddy, obtained 
a vnRory, and purfued them to Caverypatnam Both before and 
after the adlion, Nizam All made propofals of peace to Colonel 
Smith, but that officer refufed to treat, till the Subah fhould fliew 
the fincenty of his intentions, by feparating Ins troops from thofc 
of Ilyder Ah 

The Subah, bent upon a peace, feparated his army, accordingly, 
from Hydcr, in the month of January 1768 In February, a treaty 
of perpetual fricndfliip was concluded between the Nizam, the Na- 
bob, and the Company The Nabob’s titles, and the grants of fc- 
vcral places, which he had received from the Subah, were confirm- 
ed. The Dewanny of the Subahdary of Bijapour, and Carnatic Bal- 
lagaut was conferred upon the Company, for which they were to 
pay feven lacks to the Nizam, and a Cliout to tlie Marattas-f'* In 
return the Nabob and the Company agreed to furnifh Nizam Ah, 
with two battalions of Sepoys, and fi\ pieces of cannon, upon his 
requifition, fliould the neceflity of their own affairs permit them to 
comply. In confideration of the Ioffes fuftained by the Company, 
the Subah agreed to dedufl twenty-five lacks, from the revenue 
paid to him from the northern Circ^rs , befides two lacks for five 
years from Chicacole The Ioffes and expences of war had fallen 
upon the Nabob , the profits of vidory were appropriated by the 
Company §. 

When the jundlion of Nizam Ali with Hyder, threatened the Car- 
natic with mvafion, in the month of July 1767, Mr. Bourchicr, the 

• Sir John Liddfay’s Narrauve. J Vide Treaty India Houfe. 

.(• Ibid. § Sir John Lindfay’s Narrat. Oft 13, 1770 

Prefidentj 
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rrcfulciit, v,rolc to the Ilajah of Tanjori., for his aid, inthccx- 
ji.vilcd wai ’ That Rajali, \\ho was privately in the intcrehs of 
llvder, had puhhelj lencwcd his comjilamts, againft the Nabob, 
about tlic w aters of die Ga\ cr^ The bank had been already re- 
puted b) that piincc to gratify the I^re(idcnc) , but the Rajah al- 
kged, that he had given orders for enlarging an old gutter, which 
convejed a part of the waters into the Coleroon "j Upon receiving a 
letter from the Prelideiit, the Nabob gave inftantly dircdlions for re- 
moving everv foundation for a eomplaint on the part of the Rajah, 
to prevent him from having any c\cufc for rcfufing the demanded 
aid :} He accordingh promifed pubhcl} his aid to the EngliOi §, 
but he privatch afliAed, at the verj lime, their enemies Whilft 
he pretended, that the diArelles ol his country rendered him incapa- 
ble of paa mg a tribute of four lacks to the Nabob, he fent four 
lacks and four elephants, by his own Vackecl, to Hyder Ah || 
“ Depending,” fi}s the Rajah, “ on )our firm fricndfhip, I am 

“ in everv rcrpcfl caf) in my mind, and all apprchcnfions are 

‘‘ removed from me ” 

■When Colonel Smith had feparated the Company’s troops from 
thofc of Nizam Ah, and retreated into the Carnatic 4-, Hyder an- 
nounced that event to his ally the Rajah of Tanjorc You mufl; 
“ not imagine," faid Hjdcr in his letter to Tulja-ji, “ that I 
“ attend to any thing, but the dcflruflion of our mutual enemy , 
“ you may reft affured of this My rcafon for marching into 
“ Ballagaut is, that the Englilh troops arc ictircd from my coun- 
“ try, and arc marched fix or feven ftigcs toward Trcnomele I 

“ will, by the aftiftance ot God, bring all the army together and 

• Rpu j Appendix, N’d Mlf p ZI3 Prc. s \ nidtcxnor, p m 

+ ll)J p 21 : II Appendix 10 Nubob’i Paper', No I\r 

J 1 u d p 2 1 j P 5'^ 

t, Ibid “ The r lah amufeJ tbem Tor f Ra -h 1 uIjt u to H)dcr All Ibid 

fon c timcwiih piomifcs only, ’ S:c M. Dn + In teptember i,-6' 
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pSDifh the enemy ” — “ You need not fear the enemy ; depend 
" upon your ftrength, and give no money to them, nor fend them 
“ any troops, but put them off v^'ith delays , and write privately 

to all the Polygars, dependent upon you, to be m readinefs v^^nb 
“ all their troops'^.” — The Rajah religioblly obferved the inftruc- 
tions of bis friend and ally. But fo much perverted has truth been 
by partyr that the adimcate of the Court of Diredors afferts, that' 
the Rajah of Tanpre "Svas perfecuted by Hyder, for his uniform 
attachment to the rnterefts of the Company f ! 

Priof to the treaty concluded in February 1768, with Nizam Ali, 
the Frebdency, encouraged by Cofonel Smith’s vidory over the joraf 
forces of the alfies, bad refolved, not only to carry the war into 
Myfore, but to make an abfolute conqueft of that country Their 
letter of the 21ft of December 1767 to the Nabob, upon thatfub- 
je<St, 18 a cunotis inffance of clumly artifice and ill-covered Jefuitry. 
They prefs that prince to jom the army, promifing to give him the 
management of the conquered country . “ But,” continues the Pre- 
fident, “ I cannot now tell you, whom I am to appoint to manage 
“ thofe parts ” They inform the Nabob, “ the Company would 
“ not defire any other counthes But,” fay they in the fame 

fentence, “ the Company mtend taking" under their government 
“ fome other neighbouring countries at Bombay f ” They advife 
him, that they intend to place two lacks of Pagodas to his account 
of the extraordinary expences of the war. Yet they fay, that it is 
very uncertain whether Nizam Ali began, from his difpleafure 
againfl; the Company, or on purpofe to diftrefs the Nabob. The 

•Ibid p 51 This leiter fetms to have is referred Ibid p ^2 
been ttnttcn in the beginning of September •{- Vide Mr Rous’s Refloration, ac. con- 
1767 tor It alludes to the expedition of 5000 fidered. 

horft, under H)der’s fon, who penetrated to J Prelident Bourchier to the Nabob, Dec, 
Madras in that month. Tulja ji wrote a very 21,1767; 
friendly anfwer to Hjder, to which th" reader 

truth 
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truth IS, that the v\ar hnd proceeded from the rooted refentment of the ^ P 

Subah againn: the Company, for their manner of ftripping him of ' ' 

the northern pro\inces The Nabob appealed tothemfel%es that this 
was the cafe , but, as thc} fi-cmcd to think that his prcfencc might 
be ufcfiil to tiicir aflnirb, he promifcd to join the army 

The objcT of thc Prefidency, in fending Mahommed Ah to thc Theinrtifice 

, to fix upon 

camp, waste make a aaar, a.hicli the ambition of thc Company had' iiimthofeex- 
Icindled, thc aaar of thc Nabob, to furnifh a colour of juftice, foi 


their charging him \Mth the cxpcnce Though he was fcnfible of 
riicir artifice, he thought it prudent to comply He accordingly 
joined thc army , but the hands of the commanding oflicer being 
tied up, ha thc timidua and ignorance of licld-dcputics, thc whole 
fummer of lyGh paffed in inaiflnity and fruitlcfs negociations for 
peace Though, by thc original agreement, between thc Nabob and 
the Compaii), it had been ftipulatcd, that no bufinefs with the coun- 
try powers Hiould be tranfa£\cd, aaithout Iiis participation, thc field- 
deputies, at thc inftigation of PI) dcr’s vackcel, evcludcd him from 


An inaflivc 
campaign 


ha\ing any fliarc, m the conferences But Hyder, being well in- Prtfidenc>- 
formed, that the Prefidency wifhcd eagerly for peace, only amufed pc^cc°^ 


their deputies, to flop thc progrefs of the war , till the impatience 


or terror of his enemies fhould enable him to di£late the terms. 


Though he affciTcd to wifli, for an accommodation, he did not neg- 
lc£t fuch hoftilitics, as promifcd fuccels. He took the important fort 
of blulwagglc Pic gamed feme advantages over Colonel Wood, 
who had attempted in vain to take the place :j: 

Tliough thefe hofiihtics might have convinced the Prefidency at Hyder not 
Fort St George, and iheir deputies in the field, that Hyder meant pacific ptdpL 
nothing icfs, than to ncgociate, on equal terms,- they ftill continued 
in a manner to fohat peace. The deputies, thinking that the pre- 


* Sir lohn Lindfay’s Nairatirc, 0 £l J3ih, 1770. 
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fence of the Nabob impeded their negociations, prefTcd him to re- 
turn to Madras The Nabob argued m vain, that his prefence in 
the army would contribute to keep the Polygars and commanders of 
forts fleady to the Englifh intereft. The Prefidency, entering into 
the views of their deputies, commanded him to return They 
had even threatened him with deprivation, m a letter to the field- 
deputies f , and, when he wrote to them complaining of this infult, 
they refufed to receive his letter ([. He thought it prudent to return 
to Madras, where he arrived, m the month of November lydS, 
Gslonel Donald Campbell, a gallant and experienced oflScer, was ob- 
liged to quit the field, on account of his health, and he was, foon 
after, followed by the field-deputies All thefe things difcouraged 
the army, and added fpirit to the enemy Hyder attacked Colonel 
Wood, plundered his baggage, and recovered all the conquered coun- 
tries, except a few places of ftrength Thus ended the year 1768, 
in mifmanageraent, difafter and difgrace^ 

Hyder All, having thus, by his addrefs and fpirit, rendered the 
efforts of the Prefidency againfl; his own country abortive, prepared 
to carry the war into that of the enemy. In December 1768, he 
entered the Carnatic “ with a confiderable body of horfe and foot 
“ lightly equipped:}:,” and penetrated into the province of Tritcbi- 
nopoly Having advanced towards Tanjore, his friend and fecret 
ally, the Rajah of that country, fupplied him with four lacks of ru- 
pees §, and provifions for his troops IT, and ‘‘ was ready to join 
“ his intereft-j.” Hyder, at the fame time, detached one of his 
generals, into the provinces of Madura and Tinnevelly, who plun- 

f Sir John Lindfay 5 Narrative, 0 £l 13th, J Mr Da Pre’s Vinaication, p 
1770 ^ Sir John Lindra)’« Isarrativc, Mr Da 

II Ibid Pro’s Vindication 

• India Papers, piflim Sir John Lindfay s Mr Du Pro’s Vindication 

Narrative Country Correfpondcncc India- -j- Sir John Linefaj’s Narrative. 

Houfc 


dered 



THE EAST-INDIA COMPANY. 

dcrcd nnd dcflro)cd the country. No part of the fouthern divifion 
of the Carnatic, except the territories of the friendly Rajah of Tan- 
jore, eRaped tlic dcflrudnc ravages of the aftivc and enterprifing 
hhforem 1 he Enghfh army were unprovided with cavalry, and 
could neither oaertake his inarch nor (lop his progrefs. The horfe, 
whidi the Rajah of Tanjorc had font to the Enghfli, as a cover for 
his fecret conncdion with Ryder "j., had been long recalled, by their 
perfidious inaflcr § 1 he M^forean purfued his predatory operations 

Without obRriidion. He went twice to Pondicherry to confer with 
the French , and, at the fame time, amufed the Enghfh Prefidcncy 
with hopes, rather than offers, of accommodation Having, at 
length, fent all his heavy baggage from Pondicherry to his owm 
countr) , he proceeded with a body of horfe to the Mount, a place 
\,ithin a few miles of Madras*' Mr Bourchier, under w'hofc go- 
^crnmcnt thefe misfortunes chiefly happened, had quitted the chair, 
and returned to Europe, in the beginning of 1769 His fucceffor, 
Mr Du Pre, wiflnng to put an end to a war, which, by dcftroying 
the countr), deprived him of rcfourccs for carrying it on with fuc- 
cefs, hflcncd to the pacific propofals of Hyder Ah , and a peace was 
accordingly concluded on the 3d of April 1769. 
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.y^airs of the Carnatic from thej^reaty with Hyder Alu 
m 1769, to thexConclufion-of the frjl Expedition agamfi 
Idanjorein 1771. 


CHAP ' "S' ^ courfe of the preceding narrative, which though fuccin(3:, 
VI. ^ It is'" hoped, has comprehended the moft material tranfadlions, on 
^ p6g ^ ■'the Coaft, the Court of Direftors have been feldom mentioned. 
thrc°ourto/ 'This circumftince proceeded lefs, from any inattention to that re- 
butf^doin^'^ SPECTABEE body,' than ■from their 'want of importance in affairs, 
menuoned overV/hich they are fuppofed-'to prefide. iRadical defers in their 
thwMDilitu- very-inftitution,' their diffance -from the feene of adlion, their being 
individually called, •from narrow and confined occupations, to the 
extenfive field 'of political 'management, their fugitive authority, 
Fugitive au- vvhich fcarcely laftcd'a fpace^of-timc fufficient for tranfporting-their 
orders to the eaft, their being too often ignorant themfelves, or too 
frequently deceived' by others. Tendered them objedls of little confe- 
quence, in a political fyftem, which they affedted to guide. In a 
manner confcious of their want of importance, as a body, they en- 
deavoured to pay the debt owing to vanity, by gratifying the demands 
Eelfidnefs of felf-intereft , and, therefore, their great inducement, for folia 
mg and receiving their places, was to provide for their ov/n relations 
Little folicit and friends This obje£l being obtained, they became little folicit- 
ous about the mterefts of their conflituents To fupport the appear- 
tbcComp.n) authority, fome ignorant clerk, who thought infolencc a 

mark of dignity, penned their difpatchcs, and alTumed the manner 
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and diO:iou of defpotic po\\er, but their orders vicre only obeyed, 
^vhcn they fuited the ^lc\^b of tliofe, to whom they were addreffed 
Unimportant as the condition of the common herd of Direflors 
might appear to ha\c been at home, it became an objed of ambition 
to their fervants, when they returned from abroad. The latter, to- 
gether with the fpoils liaMng acquired the manners of the Eaft, fre- 
quently took arras againfl; the authority, to which they owed their 
power , till by force, by negociation or compromife, they obtained 
feats at the Board. The firfl; ufc they made of their power was to 
cover the retreat of their own fortunes from India , and to fupport, 
in fomc friend, favourite, or partner in plunder, the fame fyflem of 
venality and corruption, which had enriched thcmfelves Their local 
knowledge being blended with local prejudices, mftead of enlight- 
ening the Ignorance of other Diredors, perverted their judgment 
Inflamed by difappointments, but forgetful of favours, they feldom 
failed to fuggeft fuch meafures, as might contribute to diftrefs thofe, 
who had failed to extend their liberality to the utmoft limits of their 
avarice. Thus, the injuftice and oppreflion committed by the fer- 
vants of the Company in India, inftead of being checked by the au- 
thority of the Dircdors, were too frequently encouraged by their 
approbation Thcfc general obfervations are not intended, as a ge- 
neral cenfure , for, in the conduiS: of the Court, we fometimes meet 
with fome commendable deviations, from the lines w^e have above 
defenbed and ftigmatifcd. 

To return to the affairs of India In the negociation with Hyder 
All, which terminated in the treaty of the 3d of April 1765), the 
Prefidency having propofed, that fome chiefs, who had affifted the 
Company, fhould be included in the treaty , Hyder demanded the 
fame advantage, for the Rajah of Tanjore, on bis part^- The 
Prefidency juftly conceived, that this demand was made, at the re- 

• Mr Du Pfc’s Vindication, p 15 
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qneR of the Rajah, to preclude any ammadverfion upon his condudl, 
for having fuiniihed Hyder AIi, the enemy of the Cainatic, with 
money and provifions ^ , for carrying on war againft his fupeiior, 
the Nabob and his prote<Rors- the Englifh. The ftipulation, in his 
favour, proved to a demonftration the Rajah’s guilt , and that cir- 
cumftance ought to have induced the Prefidency to reject, with re- 
fentment, a propofal, which converted a fubjedt of the Carnatic, 
into an ally to its greatefl foe. But, it feems, that peace was, at 
that moment, fuch a defirable objedl, that indignation gave place to 
necefCty As Hyder fhewed no inclination to defert his ally, the 
Prefidency propofed to include him in the treaty, as their friend and 
ally , to prevent him, from becoming ftill more attached to Hyder, 
by permittmg that chief to become his avowed protedtor and guaran- 
tee -j-. Hyder, whofe foie objedt, in the propofition, feems to have 
been a fecurity to the Rajah, from ammadverfion, acquiefced in 
the offers of the Prefidency, as ftill better for bis friend, than his 
own guarantee 

This propofal on the part of the Prefidency “ did not proceed' 
“ from any opinion, that the Rajah’s condudt merited their at- 
“ tention to his interefl; They had been no ftrangers to his 
duplicity and treachery during the whole courfe of the war. 
Though, at the requifition of the Prefidency in July I767§, he had 
promifcd to affiff them with a thoufand horfe and twelve hundred fe- 
poys, he neither fent that number, nor did thofe he fent join the 
army, till the igth of February 1768 ||. Had he ordered a body of 
cavalry to the aid of the Englifli, when they were firft required, they' 
might have been of effcntial fervice, “ whilff the united forces of 
“ the Nizam and Hyder were ading in the Carnatic *![ ” Their ap- 
pearance could not then be obtained. But when the Nizam deferted 


• Mr Du Pfc’ \ indication, p 15 
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H)dcr, and evacuated the Carnatic, Tulja-ji fent his cavalry to join 
the Englifli, “ when their fcrMce could be of little ufe^ ’’ “ This 

“ pretended aid was onl) given to favc appearances, and tofurnifli, 
in cafe of need, a future plea to both the contending parties , to 
“ the Nabob, that he had ojjijlid , to Htder, that he only feaned to 
“ afllft ■].” His ca\alry, foon after they had joined Colonel Wood, 
in the Coimbettour country, “ dropped off by parties at a time 
till, at length, the whole either deferted of themfelves, or were re- 
called by their maftcr, long before the conclufion of the war!}.. 

The dilatory and fufpicious conduct of the Rajah, his inattention 
to the requifition of the government of the Carnatic, which had 
cynjlit lit tonally a right to his afTidancc in war§, his ading, upon al- 
mofl; every occafion, contrary to that fpirit of mutual fnendlhip, 
which had been the oftcnfiblc bafis of the treaty of 17^2, had nei- 
ther cfcaped the notice, uor had been fuffered to pafs, without the 
animadverfion of the Prefidcncy In their letter of the 8th of Oc- 
tober 1767 11 , they had fignified, to the Court of Direflors, their 
reafons for being diflatisficd with the ccndudl of the Rajah of Tan- 
jore The Court of Direflors, happening at the time to be led, by 
men of comprehenfive ideas and political talents, did not hefitate, 
upon a fubjed, which involved the peace and fecurity of the Carna- 
tic Confcious, that the treaty of 1762, having only the quantum 
of the annual pciflicuifli for its objed, did neither Infringe nor abo- 
lifh “ the right of the Carnatic to the military fervice of Tanjorc^,” 
without mfmuating the leaft doubt on that fubjed, they delivered 
their fentiments to the Council at large, and fent decifive orders to 
the Seled Committee, on the 17th of March lj 6 ^ , whilft the war 
with Hyder Ah was flill depending 
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Thefe fentiments and orders explain the delinquency of the Rajah 
of Tanjore, at the fame time that they define the mode of punifhing 
him, for his unjuftifiable conduct. “ We obfeive with great diflTa- 
“ tisfadlion (fay the Diredtors to the Council at large) the conduct of 
“ the Rajah of Tanjore, who forbore fo long to join you with his 
“ horfe , and when they did join you, they feem to have been of no 
“ manner of ufe. It is veiy extraordinary, that when the fafety of 
“ the Carnatic was in danger he fhould have a£ted fo dubious or 
“ fo pufillanimous a part. When we confider the protection we have 
“ given that Rajah, and the long and uninterrupted tranquillity his 
“ country has enjoyed by it, we cannot but feel the ftrongeft refent- 
*' ment at his conduCt. Our further fentiments on this fubjeCt, 
“ and powers of adling therein, are entrufted to the SeleCl Com'* 

“ mitteef*” 

Thofe powers were accordingly addrefled to the SeleCt Committee, 
in the following words : “ It appears mofl; unreafonable to us, that 
“ the Rajah of Tanjore fhould hold polTeflion of the moft fruitful 
“ part of the country, which can alone fupply our army with fub- 
“ fiftence, and not contribute to the defence of the Carnatic. We 
“ obferve the Nabob makes very earnefl: reprefentations to you on 
“ this fubjeCl, in his letter entered in the book of Country Corre- 
“ fpondence , wheiein he takes notice, that the Zemindars of the 
“ Carnatic have been fupported and their countries preferved to them 
“ by the operations of our forces, employed in his caufe, and that 
“ nothing was more notorious, than that three former princes of 
“ the Carnatic had received from the Tanjore Rajah feventy, eighty, 
“ nay, even one hundred lacks of rupees at a time , that to the pre- 
“ ceding Nizam he had paid a contribution of fifty lacks ; and the 
“ prefent, if he had met with fuccefs againft our army, would not 


• When attached, in September 1767, by f Direflors to Governor and Council, March 
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“ In\c been content \Mth lefs than a crorc of rupees from the Ra- 
“ jah How jufl; then does it appear, that he fliould be made to 
“ bear fomc part of the e\pencc of thofc mcalures, to which he 
“ owes his fccurity and tlic peace of his countiy ' Wc, therefore, 
“ enjoin you to give the Nabob fuch fupport in his pretenfions on 
“ the Rajah of Tanjorc, as ma) be efTcdual , and if the Rajah re- 
“ fulls to contribute a juft proportion to the evpcnces of the war, 
“ }ou arc then to purfuc fuch mcafurcs, as the Nabob may think 
“ confiftcnt with tliejuftice and dignit} of his goveinmentf ” 

The fentiments of the Eaft-India Company, with regard to the 
conftitution of Tanjore as well as the condull: of its Rajah, may be 
colleded, from the above letter and orders It appeals, that, though 
the treaty of 1762 had limited the annual tribute to four lacks, 
the ancient conjlitutioml right of the Carnatic to the military fervice 
of Tanjore, remained unimpaired J That the Rajah, having long 
evaded that fervicc, Lad at laft induftnoufly given it, in a way, which 
“ had been of no manner of ufe *' That the Court of Direftors 
confidered Tanjore, as a -pmt of the Carnatic, and confequently fub- 
jeft, by a certain tenure, to its government. That they judged the 
contributions raifed, from former Rajahs, proper precedents for the 
prefent Nabob, in the fums he might think juft to demand, as a part 
of die e\pcnces of a war, during which Tanjore had been protedled 
from the ravages of invaders That they feemed to allow, that the 
Rajah was no more than “ a Zemindar of the Carnatic,” depending 
on Its government, and deriving from it his protedhon , and that 
the Company, as allies to the Nabob, were not only juftified, but 
even bound “ to purfue fuch meafures, as that prince might think 
“ confiftent with the juftice and dignity of his government,” in pu- 

• About a roillion Perling 17th, 1769 India-Houfc 
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for dela)ing 
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niflilng a vaflal, who had, neither with arms nor money, contil- 
buted to the general defence - 

The pofitive orders of the Court of Directors, for calling the 
Rajah of Tanjore to account, for his condudl in the war, did not 
arrive till autumn 1769, when the feafon was too far advanced, for 
carrying them into effedi. But other reafons, befides thofe, which 
arofe from the climate, weighed with the Prefidency, when they 
refolved to fufpend the execution of tlie orders, till a more proper 
opportunity fliould prefent ilfelf The ravages of Hyder Ah, the 
vigour with which he had carried on the late war, the earneft if not 
commanding manner, with which he had infifted, that the Rajah 
fhould be comprehended in the peace, the ammofity, which he had 
exhibited on every occafion, againft the Nabob, rendered it highly 
probable, that he would not remain a tame fpedtator, fliould an ex- 
pedition againft Tanjore t^ke place Though he was engaged in 
difputes with Nizam Ah and the Marattas, he might be induced to 
compromife matters, with both ihofe powers, and turn his arms 
againft the Carnatic, which he had refolved, it was bdlieved, on all 
occafions to diftrefs-f-. Thefe were the oftenfible motives, which 
prevented the Prefidency from carry mg “the commands of their 
“ mafters into execution for they declared, “ that the Rajah cer- 
“ tainly deferved chaftifement , and not only for the fupply of mo- 
“ ney and provifions, with which he had furniflied the enemy, irt- 
*• ftead of aflifting the Nabob and the Englifti, but for fince delay- 
“ mg the payment of the peiOacuifti, fettled by the treaty of 1762, 

“ which had become due in the month of July 1769 ij; ” This laft 
he had done ■“ under the pretence of poverty, and fohciting to have 
“ the whole remitted, in confideration of the expence of the troops 


j ibta. 

“ he 
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** he had fent to the affiftance of the Englifh, during the late war, 
“ and which gave the Englifli no affiftance § ” 

They affirmed, at the fame time, that had no conftitutional de- 
pendence in the Rajah, no acknowledged fuperiority in the Nabob 
evifted, it was “ undoubtedly moft reafonable, that Tanjore fhould 
bear a part of the charge of repelling the invaders of the Carna- 
“ tic, by which it was furrounded on all fides ■". That this prm- 
“ ciple, evea if it had, not been eftabliflied, by any particular 
“ compaft, treaty, or agreement, was clear and determinate, as 
“ refulting from equity and the natural rights of governments. 
“ That It was certainly contrary to found policy m the Carnatic to 
“ fuffer the exiftence of fuch a ftate. That, if the Nabob pofleffed 
the whole power of the. Carnatic, it would be good policy in 
“ him, and confiftent with the principles of the Hindoftan govern- 
“ ments, to reduce Tanjore to the fame terms of obedience and 
“ control, to which other Rajahs had been reduced , and that it 
“ would be equally good policy in the Company to do the fame, 
“ had they pofTefTed the whole power of the Carnatic -f” That 
the impropriety and inconvenience of fuch a ftate fubliftmg, in the 
heart of the province, had been eiident from the Rajah’s coa- 
dudi, in the war with Hyder All , and that this condudl might 
have furnifhed the Prefidency, with a juft plea for calling him to 
an account, had not the ftate of the neighbouring powers rendered 
an expedition againft his capital, dangerous in the execution and 
uncertain in the event 

Whilft the Prefidency were arguing thus, at Madras, intelligence 
of the peace with Hyder Ali arrived in England The letters of 
the Court of Diredlors are full of indignation at a treaty, which, 
they faid, could be only juftified by neceflity After accufing the 
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Prefidency of having mifreprefented the Nabob, on account of his 
difapproving of a peace, m which he is not fo much as once 
named §, they recapitulated fome inftances of their unjuftifiable 
condudl to that prince, dunng the war They reprimanded them, 
for “ having pompoufly appointed him Phoufdar of Myfore ,” 
and for accufing him, on account of his accepting that nugatory 
gift, “ of an infatiable defire of extending his dominions || ” They 
infinuated, that by following their advice, “ he found himfelf re- 
duced, difappointed, and almoft defpifed,” yet that they “ blamed 
him for want of temper Having repeated fome paflages in their 

leveral difpatches, they endeavoured to condemn them on their own 
evidence They accufed them of irrefolution as men, difability as 
negociators, weaknefs and deficiency as politicians. They affirm- 
ed, that though they had rafhly dared to roufe the jealoufy of the 
country powers, they had not difcovered, on trying occafions, the 
becoming firmncfs neceffary to fupport the dignity of the Engliffi 
name, and that by their feeble conduG in war, and their pufiila- 
nimity in fubmitting to a treaty diftated by an enemy, “ they had 
“ laid a foundation for the natives of Hindoftan to think they may 
infult the Company at pleafure, with impunity f ’’ 


Fall of indig- Proceeding from this general cenfure, they dwelt with particular 
Ra'i?ho'fTan. fcverity on the article in the treaty with Hyder, which compre- 
jorc’jbung hendcd, at the recommendation, or rather at the command, of that 

comprchsnu* ^ ^ 

cJ in the chief, the Rajah of Tanjore. “ Had you indeed obtained,” fay the 

r r r ^ 

Dircflors, “ from the Rajah of Tanjore the horfe and affifiance 


“ )ou folicited , had he thereby drawn upon himfelf the refent- 
“ ment of the enemy, had it been difficult, on the Rajah’s account, 
“ to have appealed Hyder, there might have been fome ment, m 
procuring the Rajah fafe terras. But we do not conceive that 
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“ II)dcr lias ililtoi crcd fo much want of penetration, in his tranf- 
“ avflinn<; v ilh ^ou, ns to warrant a luppofition, that he could 
“ himlLU be nnpnfcd upon by fuch an aitificc, and his ’wann at- 
“ \UI to the Ra|ali of Tonjoic, minircfled by flrcnuoully infifl.- 
“ ing he ihould be included in the ticat), could fcarccly be un- 
“ Lao\ n to that p’ince WHiat their fcntiments mud be of perfons, 
“ whom the) had rciluccd to the ncccfi'ity of praftifing arts of this 
nature, it is nut difiicult to determine — We cannot difccrn any 
" advantage gamed, hy this cvtraordinary effort of your fkill m 
“ ncgociaiion, which aou make matter of fo much merit The 
" plain fad is, that the Rajah of Tanjore, who, as tributary to the 
“ Nabob, c’/j/’t to have furiuflied his quota towards carrjingon 
“ the war, which he has f!0t done, is fldl ftylcd by you, a friend 
“ to the Carnatic , and b) Hjder’s adherence to him, for rcfufing 
“ to aflifljou, he IS, as we conceive, cffcdually flicltcrcd by the 
" faith of a treaty, from being compellable to contribute a Tingle 
“ rupee, towards dcfrajing the c\pcncc of the war Our former 
“ orders, therefore, in this rc/pe^l^ rclativ'c to the Rajah of Tan- 
“ jorc mufl be fu/pcndid., bccaufc they arc, by your condud, ren- 
“ dered utterly impoffiblc to be earned into execution without com- 
“ muting a breach of the treaty )Ou have concluded J ’’ 

The concluding paragraph of the above quotation has been held 
forth, by the advocates of fadion and party, as a revocation of the 
o-ders of the 1 7th of March, 1769, relative to the calling the Ra- 
jah of Tanjore to account, for his condud m the late war. It ap- 
pears, how ever, by the fuhfeqiicnt condud of the Court of Di- 
reders, that they thcmfclvcs did not extend the meaning of their 
own words to the pitch, to which they have been fince wound 
up, by hirelings or too bufy friends In the letter of the Prefi- 
dcnc) to the Court, dated the 311! of January, 1770, they “ point- 

X Rru Appendix, No XX p 5 j5. 
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^ “ ediy declare, that they do not think the -treaty with Hyder any 

“ obftacle to the execution of the orders they had received §.” That 

letter was received in July, juft four months after the pretended 
revocation had been difpatched to India Inftead of enforcing the 
paragraph, as revoking their orders of the lyth of March 1769, 
“ the Diieiftors never thought proper to take notice of the fubje£t 
“ dirciftly or indire£lly.” The Prefidency, therefore, had every 
reafon to confider the paragraph, which is now fet up as a revoca- 
tion of the orders of iy 6 g, as the ftrongeft confirmation and en- 
forcement of thofe orders j|. The Court, inftead of doubting of the 
propriety of their own orders, exprcfs much difpleafure and difap- 
pointment, at the article of the treaty with Hyder, which, as they 
conceived, oppofed the execution of thofe orders, The, truth is, 
the part of the paragraph, which fadious writers conftrue into a 
revocation, appears to have been merely an effufion of paflion, from 
minds chagrined, irritated and enraged, at the manner and terms 
of the treaty with Hyder Ah. But this is not the place for finally 
difcuffing a fubje£l, which muft be refumed in the order of time 
Sopervifors The unfucccfsful war, which had raged, for fome time, on the 
KRahte thc° coaft of Coromandel, together with mifmanagements in all parts of 
affairs of In- j^dia, had not Only roufed the attention of the Court of Direiftors, 
but turned the eyes of government towards the Eaft. In autumn, 
1769, the Direrftors having appointed three commiffioners, to examine 
and fuperintend the affairs of the Company, in all the Prefidencies, 
applied to Government, fora fquadron of men of war, “ to give coun- 
SirjobnLind- »« tcnance to their affairs The commander of this fquadrom was 
a fjoadron to Sir John Lindfay, an officer of diftinguiffied merit in his profef- 
thc Fall received alfo a commiffion from the Company, as their 

plenipotentiary to all powers, upon or near the gulph of Perfia , at 
the fame time, appointing him “ commander in chief of all their 

Du I’rc’s VindicntioD, p zi H Ibid, • Rons's Appendir, No, XX p. 531* 
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“ fliips, frigates, and armed veflels, in and through all parts of 
“ India f.” The commiflioners, appointed for fupenntending and 
managing aflFairs, throughout India, were Meflieurs Vanfittart, 
Scrafton, and Forde, men of charadler and experience, whofe me- 
lancholy fate is ftill recent in every one’s mind. 

Sir John Lindfay was invefted with ftill higher powers, than thofe 
conferred by the Company He was appointed by a commilTion 
under the great feal, his Majefty’s Minifter, with plenipotentiary 
powers, to Indian princes in general , but more particularly to the 
Nabob of Arcot, who had become an ally of the crown of Great Bn- 
tain, by the eleventh article of the treaty of Pans The managers of 
the affairs of the Company at home, as well as their fervants abroad, 
had induftrioufly concealed, from that prince, the nature and im- 
port of that article for feveral years The fuccefs, with which this 
fecret was preferved, furnifhes an irrefragable proof, that every in- 
dividual thought It his own intereft, to keep the Nabob In a ftate 
of Ignorance of his rights Though that prince had obtained, at 
length, fome knowledge of the nature of the guarantee, which fe- 
cured to him the pofTeffion of the Carnatic, he had found it almoft 
impoflible to avail himfelf of that knowledge. The authors of his 
grievances were the only channels, through which he could convey 
his complaints , and felf-prefervation effeflually prevented them, 
from becoming their own accufers In the beginning of 1769, 
fome account of his fufferings had been conveyed to the throne j 
and, before the end of the year, Sir John Lindfay, as plenipoten- 
tiary from his Majefty, was on his voyage to India 

On the 26th of July 1770, Sir John, after having remained 
fome months at Bombay, arrived at Fort St. George jl. Having 
laid his commiffion before the Nabob, he opened to that prince 
the objedf of his embafly and the nature of his inftruftions. He 


171 

CHAP 

VI 

V- f 


He IS ap- 
po ntcd his 
Majcfty s 
plenipoten- 
tiary 10 In- 
dian prircc' , 
bat particu- 
lar!) to the 
Nabob 


He arrives at 
Madras. 


t Rous’s App No. XV'iI p. 2^ i 


t SirJ LiodTa) to Lord Vi e) month, 0£1 13, lyyo 
^ 2 aflured 



HISTORY A^D .I^ANAGEMTISIT OF 


172 


C H P affured him, that it was his Majefty’s^ firm d<^fign to adhere to all 
' ^ the promifes made by his late royal grandfather, in his letter 

HisaTarances - , , . / -U f •') f, i P *='.1 w. -i 

inthemmcoF of thcsiftoF February 1760^ -That, it was hjs Majcfty’s per,- 

theNXob^'° manent refolution, like .that ofi the late king, to continue firm tp 
all his allies, in every part of the world Ybat the king was 
determined to fupport thofe cngagernents^ into which he had en- 
tered, by the trpty of Pans, with other Europpn povyers, to fe- 
^ cure the Carnatic to the Nabob and, his poflerity Tha|: fiiould it 
appear, upon examination, that the diflrefied fituation of the affairs 
of that country, had proceeded from the intrigues of any of his 

- " I ftf / 

Majefty’'s trading fubjefts, the Nabob might depend on the royal 
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protedion and friendly affiftance , when the real ffate of the hard- 
fliips, under which he laboured, fhould be laid at the foot of 
the throne That to enable his Majefty to vindicate his juftice 
and good faith to’ the whole world, he had laid his commands on 
the plenipotentiary, to demand in his Majefty’s name, a full and 
fuccind account of the Nabob’s tranfadions^ with the Company., 
fince the treaty of Pans , that, upon a full information of all 
affairs, his Majeffy might have rt in his power, not only to re- 
drefs ' paft evils, hut to prevent future oppreflions J[ 

In anfwer to thefe affuraneCs, the Nabob expreffed himfelF, in 
term's full of gratitude, for fuch diffinguifhed rparks of his Majefty’s 
friendfhip, and the repeated. affurances of the royal prot;edion to 
him and farnily "He affured the plenipotentiary, that he could 
find no' words to exprefs the deep fehfe he had of his Majeffy s 
goodnefs, in fo feafonably interpofing in his behalf, and offering his 
royal affiftance, when he moft ftood in need of fupport But not- 
withftanding thofe expreffions of gratitude, he was ftill afraid to 
^vall himfelf of the protedion of the Crown againft men, who 
might continue to poffefs that power, under -the rigour of which 


§ Counter-Cgned by Mr Secretary Pitt 

{ Sir Johd Lindfay to the Secretary of State, Odt 13, 1770^ ^ Ibid. 

he 
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lie Inil .ilicach fo much fuflorcd To improve his fears, various CHAP 

‘ , VI 

rep irts \M.rc inJuflnoufl) propagated Some inliniiated a want of i » 

pov\er'5 in tlic plcnipotentnry , others the infuniciency of thofc 
pa\\crc, had lhc\ rcall) cMikd, in oppofilion to tlie cliarter of the 
Compain*. |calouf>, dilappointmcnt and refentment arofe, at 
once, inarms The Nabob, knouing the fate of other princes, His rcafons 
aa ho had fallen aiAims to the difplcafurc of the Company, began 
to died, tint rcl>.ntmcnt might induce them to deprnc him of his 
counlrv, a>: tl,cir feraants had tlireatcncd, taao } cars before']. The 
c\ampk of tlie Nabobs ot Bengal was conQantly prefent to his 
cacs, with all its melancholy circumflanccs 'j' , and he fliuddcrcd at 
gr ing oficnce to a boJa of men, aaholc infolcncc, t}ranny, rigour 
and injuRiec he had fo frcqucnth experienced Difappointcd ambi- 
tion, and a fldl more hardened and vindidliae paffion, difappoint- 
cd a aiicc, were likely to lie in aaait, for a proper time, to faliate 
themIcKc', aaith the utmofl exertions of rtaengc Tlie fupport 
oflarcd a as at a great diflance and in ilfclf uncertain, but the ene- 
mv aaas near and lure of fciring cacr) opportunit), to avreck their 
refantment upon an unfortunate man, aaho prefumed to appeal 
for proicetiun, from the dictates of infolence and the demands 
of rapacitv 

The caent flicwcd, that the Nabob’s fears were better founded The c\ cot 
than the hopes of lupport prefented b) the plenipotentiary In a fcarrJerc* 
goaernment lubiect to frequent changes of men and confcquently 
liable to flucluanon'- in opinions, promifcs of protcdlion arc, at befi, 
but unintentional deceptions, aahich may lead the credulous into 
rum This obferv ition has adually been aerified, m the perfon of 
IMahommed Ah, \abob of the Carnatic The oppreffions of the 
Company, tlie imperious rapacity of its fera'ants, had forced him to 
throw liimfclf under the protcifhion of the ftate The ftate, in 

i Sir John Lirdfaj’ to Mr W'ood, 0^1 13 , 
i;;o 


t Sir John Lindfaj to Lord Wc) month. 
Oil 13, 1770, 

the. 
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the moft folenan manner, piomifed its protedion , and, in the 
perfon of an ambaflador, veiled by the feal of Great Bri- 
tain with every legal power to pledge the public faith, af- 
fured the Nabob, that it was only neceflary for him to fpecify 
his grievances to have them ledrelTed. He accordingly fpecified 
his grievances , bur, after having been amufed during three years, 
with the vain parade of an embafly, he found himfelf, in a much 
worfe condition than before The royal commiflion was recalled, 
without having accomplifhed the leafl: article of the avowed ob- 
jed, for which it had been granted. The plighted faith of the 
Crown was broken ; the credit due to the great feal of one of 
the firft ftates in the world was deflroyed, at the requifition of a 
body, who had tarnifhed the honour of a free nation, by in- 
numerable ads of tyranny and oppreflion. To this fource may 
be traced all the late misfortunes of the Nabob of the Carnatic. 
Government, inftead of fulfilling engagements, which every date 
holds facred, remanded back the wretched fugitive to the fetters, 
from which he had attempted to efcape. The Company enraged 
at the PRESUMPTION of his defedion, have added revenge to thofe 
fordid and unjuftifiable paflions, from which he had already fuf- 
fered fo much ; and with a peculiar refinement on cruelty, whilfl: 
they diveft him of his rights, they deprive him of his reputation, 
the laft comfort of the unfortunate. 

The Nabob had fufficient difcernment to forefee a part of thofe 
misfortunes, which have fince fallen on himfelf and his family, on 
account of his having appealed, from the oppreflions of the Com- 

I 

pany, to the juftice of the Crown. He, therefore, exprefled the 
created anxiety about his own perilous fituation, when the plenipo- 
tentiary demanded a faithful account of his grievances But, upon 
the plehipotentiary’s “ promifing, in his Majedy’s name, that diould 

4t become necelfary for his protedlion, and the fecurity of his fa- 

, “ rndy, 
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“ mily, he would enter into a folemn treaty with him, as foon as he 
“ fhould make the neceffity of fuch a meafure evident the Nabob 
gave a full detail of his tranfa£lions with the fervants of the Com- 
pany, from the year 1760, when he was dignified with the title of an 
ally by the late king. He juftly confidered, that his being acknow- 
ledged the ally of that monarch, had entitled him to the royal pro- 
teftion againft the injuftice of the fubjedts of Great-Bntain, as well 
as againft the force of foreign Europeans. This protedfion had been 
pledged m the moft folemn manner , but the Nabob’s negledmg to 
fecure himfelf, by the treaty offered by the plenipotentiary,' fruf- 
trated, in the event, his hopes of redrefs. 

Though the fervants of the Company on the Coaft had, almoft 
uniformly, during the wars with the Nizam and Hyder AJi, treated 
the Nabob with contempt and injuftice, the Court of Diredtors feem 
to have refpeded his rights, in the year 1769. In their inftrudlions 
to the three commiflioners, dated the 15th of September 1769, they 
enjoined them “ to provide effedtually for the honour and fecunty of 
“ their TAiTHFOL ally, Mahommed Ah, Nabob of Arcot ” They 
blamed the Prefidency, for their injuftice to that prince j and ftigraa- 
tized their condudl, as a moft “ flagrant breach of their repeated or- 
“ ders ” They declared their forrow to find, that the imprudent 
and impolitic fchemes of the Prefidency had eventually increaffd the 
debts of the Nabob, and accumulated his diftrefs “ ^V^len we re- 
“ flea (continued the Court of Diredors) on the long experience we 
“ have had of Mahommed Ah’s faithful attachment to the Englilh, 
" Company, we are furpnfed at the idea entertained by the Governor 
“ and Council, in their letters of the 8th March and 27th June 
“ 1768, to reduce him to a mere nominal Nabob The famftion of 

“ the 

• Sir John Lindfay to Lord Weymouth, » with Hyder increaling, and as the appear- 
OQ 13 th, 177®* “ ance of troobles in Bengal forbade them 

+ “ To complete the whole, as the Com- “ hope for affiftanee from that quarter, as they 
•' pany’i fervants found the expence of the war " probably had then a profpedl of making peace 

“ Bith 
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c H^A P ‘f tiie treaty of Pans, by which treaty public faith became the 

« — > “ guarantee of the Nabob’s title, will be of little ufe to him, if no- 

“ tenons infringements of the rights and powers ufually inherent 
“ in. and dependent on, fuch title, fliould be by us countenanced 
“ and permitted to take place More efpecially as, perhaps, we 
“''might thereby involve ourfelves in the very difagreeable neceflity 
“ of anfwenng, at fomc future period, for the tnfraclton of a pub- 
“ he treaty and the confequences thereof]; ” Unfortunately for the 
Nabob, the commilTioners deftined to carty thefe infruiRions into 
execution:, never arrived in India. 


R'jah of Tan* 
jore attajitj' 
10 H^dcr, 


\ til) wliomlic 
corfcfponds 

He c\ idcs ihc 
p^) n( nt of 
ti 'pciDictini 


Though the Prefidency at Fort St George had affedled to compre- 
Jiend the Rajah of Tanjore, in the ticat'y of the 3d of April, as 
t/j ir friend, he was no ftranger to the circumftance, that he owed 
that favour to Hyder Ah A principle of gratitude to that chief, 
or rather a fixed averfion to the Nabob and his allies, the Englifli, 
had thrown him entirely into the interefi: of Hyder, with whom he 
carried on an uninterrupted and friendly correfpondence §. De- 
pending on his aid, or following his advice, he not only evaded the 
pa)mcnt of the pciflicufh fettled, by the treaty of 1762, but even 
peremptorily demanded fourteen lacks of rupees || from the Nabob, 
as the cxpcnccs of the troops, which he had fent to the affiftance of 
the Enghfli in February 1768, but which he had withdrawn, before 
they had been of “ any manner of ufe ” 


V ilh H^der, or little hopes of conquer ng 
“ ft ctnit I, the) refohed to lakc the C r- 
“ nil c into tlicir o\\ ii hand , ts the only means 
‘ of r'/'np the cxpcncc of toe \ ar uhicli 
“ l' c\ liaJ unJerta' cn cont ary to the adMCC 
“ of ti c pnnee of tht c untry, to lease the 
“ Nal )' though includ(.d in the tecatv of Pi- 
" ri , ar J an achno Icdpcd ally Sy thtir fo 
“ irr I I a ranic onlv, “ without acojntr, 
" ‘ill!,’ ilirv fis “ nn look like II ilincc, 
‘ t'l* nica'ure r'ccTiry, and not a thing 


“ to be confidered or doubted of” Sir John 
LinJfu) to thi. bterctary of State, aifl Januiry 

177' 

I Indruflions to the Commiflioners, Sept 
15th, 1-69 

§ Letter from Scicfl Committee, Sept ipth, 
1770 

(I 17,, cool Rous’s App'ndix, No XXI. 
F 

* General Ictfr, March 17th, 


4 


Tliough 
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Though the Rajah feems to have been fincere in his attachment to 
Hyder, that crafty chief wiflied to command more deafively the 
councils of his weak, verfatile and vicious ally. That profligate 
young man, being deftitute of every dignity of mind, was always 
fond of the Company, and was confequently led, by the advice of 
men of the loweft calls and moft fervile profeffions. Gilbiliapah, a 
Barrawar, an oflBce Cmilar to that of a pimp in a common bro- 
thel, but if poffible of lefs dignity, was firfl: his favounte and after- 
wards his minifter^ In thebeginnmg of the year 1770, one Huflan 
Khan Soor, a fellow who had ufed to get his living at Putcotah, by 
catching fifli t, having recommended himfelf to the Rajah, by playing 
on a mufical inftrument, was placed by him, m the chief management 
of the ajffairs of government. Mona-ji, who had ferved his family fo 
long, was not only difplaced, but confined ; and even a plot for aflalli- 
natinghim, in his own houfe, was formed J. The new miniller, who 
feems to have been a Mahommedan, proved fo ungrateful to a foohlh 
mafter, who had raifed him from the duft, that he is faid to have de- 
vifed a fcheme for placing the fort of Tanjore, m the hands of Hyder 
All § Tulja-ji, who was as inconftant in his favours, as he was yer- 
fatile in his politics, became foon tired of thefiflierman, and difmifled 
him from the office of mimfter H But no change of fervants 
wrought any favourable alteration in the mind of the Rajah In 
the month of July 1770, he was in arrear, for the Ihpulated tri- 
bute , and he contmued his intrigues and correfpondence with Hyder 
All, throughout the remainmg part of the year"^. 

In December 1770, the defigns of the Rajah to difturbthe repofe 
of the Carnatic, began to be difcovered by intelhgence received, from 
various quarters, by the Prefidency, as well as by the Nabob. A 


* The Author of the Defence of Lord Pi- 
got expofes his /elf, m making a Baraw ar, a 
charafter of Gignity That vfle appellation ii 
toocoatfeto be even pronounced, b) any Indian, 
poflefled of delicacy 


t Rous’s Appendix, No XXH j) 656, 657. 
J Ibid p 637 
5 loid 

e Ibid 

Ibid p 569, 570 
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vackeel from Hyder Ah, to the Rajah of Tanjore, was flopped, 
with his retinue, at the fort of Caroor^, under the jurifdidlion of 
Tntchinopoly, till orders fhould be received concerning him, from the 
Nabob and the Prefidency An intercourfe of letters had paffed, 
between Tulja-jx and Madaverow the chief of the Marattas f, and 
the hoftile preparations, which were made throughout the territory 
of Tanjore, feemed to place it, beyond a doubt, that fomething 
more, than mere ceremony, was the foundation of the Rajah’s cor- 
refpondence, with foreign powers On the 2d of February 177/, 
the Rajah marched from Tanjore with an army, with the profelTed 
intention of proceeding agairift the country of the Marawar 
That country extends, along the bay of Bengal, from the bor- 
ders of Tanjore to 'point Ramen', the neareft part of the conti- 
nent to the ifland of Ceylon,' from 'which that point is feparated, by 
a fhaltow and narrow channel ‘ The fea, ftretchmg to the weft from 
point Ramen, borders the country to the fouth J and an ideal line 
divides It, on the weft, from the province of Madura, to whofe 
Rajah the Marawar was tributary before the Carnatic fell into the 
hands of the Mahomraedansj Madura itfelf, with all its vaflals, 
depended on the province of Tritchinop6ly, when the latter was 
reduced by the Moguls, 'and confequently its tributaries, under 
their ancient tenures, \vere transferred to the conquerors ||, The 
Marawar himfelf acknowledged his dependence, and was ob- 
liged to furnifh ‘hhis quota of troops to the government of Tnt- 
“ chinopoly, in time of war add danger^” The country, pro- 
perly called that of the Marawar, was itfelf divided into two go- 
vernments, the moft extenfive of which was fubjedl; to a chief called 

I , » 

* Rous’s Appendix, No XXir p 569, pendenLC of "Matavn, or the country of the 
570 Marawar We find, by the letters of the Je- 

Ibid p 569 fuir«,‘ who travelled in Marava'in 1709 that it 

J Ibid p 570. had from all antiquity been fubjefl to the go- 

§ Jefuits Letter', vol 11 The Prefidentand vernment of Madura 
Council of Fort St George do not appear to |( Rous’s Appendix, No XXI p 581 

have been well informed concerning ihe de- Ibid No XXII p 672 680 682 ' 

the 
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r.ic PoUq-^r of or the Grc.it hhr.war, the latter was ^ HA i’ 

kno\Mi, b^ ilic mmc of the tcrnloric'; of the Pol) gar of Ncllah- ^ 

comh, co.ninonl), but corniptcdl) , ftiltd Nalcool) 

'I be prcicnlions h', the Uajalt tunifictl lu^; lioRthlicn, againR R=ja’i’s p c- 

the Min\.-’r, \.crc loundeil upon prior tnufuAions, which reepnre 
to be cNphincil. In the ^c^r 1716, fomc difpiitc-? arifing between 
the lo)ah of 1 anjorc and the Marawar, the former iinaded the ter- 
ntor.c-' ot the latter, who, though lie w a*; .alhRed b) his fupenor, 
the Ivajah of Tritchmopoi\ , was defeated, and loft a part of his 
countrv to the Melori Sadatulla Clian, then Nabob of the Car- 
natic, being the lawful fupenor of both the contending parties, 
ha\ing interfered, tr^rfer’-cd their chfpute^ into hi<: Dnan, wlio 
fctlletl them under certain rcftruftions, wuli regard to the countries 
feire 1 ba the Uaph of Tmjorc "j Upon the death of thchlarawar, 
in the a car i/ij, his fucceftor aaas difplaced, b) a relation, aided 
the •'rina of Tan |Ore Another pretender arifing was aftlftcd, in 
t’ c f-’Mic ni'-nncr, ba the Tanjorinc<5 , but, after he got pnlTcfTion of 
the goacrninen*, he proaed ungrateful to his bencfielor';, and baaing 
defeated them, in the field, e\pellcd them Irom the countries;, aah.ch 
ihcv had fei cd in 1716 ^ In the time of Pretaupa Sing, his gene- 
ral, Mona-ji, retooh the ceded lerritone'; , but the Maraaaar repof- 
fcfTcd hiinfelf of thofe territorie';, m thc)car 176}., aahen the Na- 
bob and I nglifli aacre engaged in the ficgc of Madura |] It aaas to 
rccoacr aalrt his father Iwd loft, that 1 iilja-ji took the field, a itli 
a rabble rather tlian an arm), conliftmg of fi\t)*-four thoufand 
men ^ He aaas pined on liis march ba fomc topilfesand artillery- 


• r Li ! i-p-rJir 'C a\]( p H" 'c — -,'"3 

•^I'iJ''ca\iij(^^ Spn< — ic.oo 

I r p 65 1 Pti ^ — 4 C caD 

< lb ! ICS — ic CO 

\ lb J 

<• 11.' VO \\I p 5 «S Thii r«U)!e C-,cco 

CO-r.nfS ,_(■ 
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men, from the fettlement of Negapatam the Dutch being offended 
with the Marawar for difturbing their pearl-fifhery on the coaft |[. 
They were to have been gratified for their afliftance, with fome 
diftrnfls along the fhore 

The Tanjorines, having taken the barrier of Mooderwauly, in 
the firft week of February^ entered the territories of the Marawar, 
ravaged the open country, took almoft every place of ftrength, and 
fat down before Ramnadaporam, the capital, before the end of the 
month f The Marawar himfelf being a minor, the management of 
affairs was in the hands of his mother, the widow of the late Mara- 
war, a woman of a mafculine fpirit To prevent herfelf and her 
fon from falling into the hands of the Rajah, £he kept a quantity 
of powder near their apartments, to which fhe had refolved to fet 
fire, fhould they happen to be driven to the laft extremity IT. 

The vigorous defence of Ramnadaporam, at length, induced the 
Rajah to liften to terms, a few days after he had opened his batteries. 
The conditions were, that the Marawar fhould give alack of rupees 
in ready money, two elephants, two pieces of cannon, fome jewels, 
and other things of value. That he fhould cede to the Rajah the 
countries he had lately taken by force ; and deliver the fort and 
diftridl of Arraogan, for the refidCnce of a perfon of the blood of the 
Marawar, whofe pretenfions the Rajah had engaged to fupport^-* 
“ Havingyfhi/Zif^/ the bufinefs of the Greater-Marawar’*'’’^,” to ufe the 
expreflion of the Rajah, that of the Lefler-Marawar or Nalcooty 
only remained, which he refolved alfo to finifh §§. Having eflFedfed 
/jis mode of fettlement, by extorting money, territories and things 

j Rous’s Appendix, No XXL p 572. Ibid, 

II lb d p J73 + Ibid, p 6oy 

1 Ibid p 574 •* Ibid, p 609. 

• Ibid p 576 Ibid 

t P 59 -^’ 
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of \aluc from Nalcooty, he returned to Tanjorc, but kept his army 
jn rcadincfs to take tlie field ■{. 

Tliough the Mara\Nar\vas almofl ns fnitlilcfs a nafial, as the Rajah 
of Tanjore, to ilie Nabob, lie did not fail to apply ncry early for 
the afiifimcc of that Prince, againft the innadcr of his country. 
The LcfTcr Marawar or Pol) gar of N.nlcooty, knov\ing that he was 
dcflincd to be the next n idlim, •n ns equally preffing in his fohcitations 
for the fupport of his fupcrior Both owned their dependence and 
fubmifilon ns fiibjcfls of the Carnatic’*, they foothed, flattered, en- 
treated, and proniifcd The Nabob, as the power of the fword was 
in other hands, could only fend rcmonftranccs to the Prcfidcncy Dur- 
ing the niihtnr) progrefs of Tulja-p, winch continued only fix 
weeks, he wrote iwcnt)-two rcquifitions, but the go\crDmcnt of 
Port St George were, either too cautious or too ill prepared to take 
the field. Mr. Du-Pre, the Prefident, wrote a letter to the Rajah, 
on the 14th of Pebruar)' cxprcning his furpnfe at his commenc- 
ing hoflihtics, without la)ing the flatc of his difputcs W'lth the Ma- 
rawar before the fupcrior of both, the Nabob of the Carnatic He 
told the Rajah, that he had gincn him, upon oriicr occafions, his 
friendly ad\ ICC, andtliat, now, on bchalfof the Company, as guaran- 
tee of the treaty of 1762,110 was obliged togncit as his opinion, that 
the part the Rajah nded wns contrar) to that treaty § The Prefi- 
dent added, “ When )ou refled on this, if it be your intention to 
“ maintain peace and fnendflnp wnth the Circar of the Carnatic and 

the Company, )ou will, no doubt, immediately recal your troops* 
“ refrain from the lead hoftihty againfl; the Marawar, depending 
“ that juflicc will be done, upon enquiry into the circumftances of 
“ the cafe || ” 

f Mr Du Pfc’s Vindication, p 35. J II, id p 57^. 

• Uouj’i /tppciida, No XXI p 580,581. 5 Ibid, p 575 
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Though the Rajah received this letter, before he fat down before 
Ramnadaporam, about the 20th of February, his anfwer was only 
returned on the 25th of March, a confiderable time after he had 
“ the affairs of theMarawar Having given fome account 

of the origin of his claims on the Greater and Leffer Marawar, to- 
gether with injuries which he pretended to have received from the 
Polygar Tondiman, he concludes his letter with the following 
words, which are more expreffive of his views and refradtory condusSt 
than any comment that could be made “ You are a protedtor of my 
“ government,” you fay, “ notwithftanding you have not fettled 
“ a fingle affair belonging to me “ If I flay quiet I fhall greatly 
“ hurt my dignity^ wherefore I marched myfelf If you now ad- 
‘‘ vifc me to defift, what anfwer can I give to itf^ In the treaty, 
“ It was not forbidden to clear the country pofTeffed by the Mara- 
“ warj, or to undertake an expedition againft the Polygars, who 
“ may ufe compulfions, fince it is fo, it cannot be deemed contrary 
“ to treaty You write, that if I defift, you wull fettle the affairs in 
“ a reafonabic manner, I continued to fpeak to you, this long 
“ time, concerning this affair, but you have not fettled it, not- 
“ witliftanding, if you now write, that I did not acquaint you before 
“ I began It, what anfwer can I make to it § ? I have JiniJljed the 
“ affairs relating to the Marawar and confirmed him in his bufinefs. 
“ The affair vith Nalcooty remains to be fimflied, which I fhall 
“ alfo ” 

Though this letter, particularly the fentence with which it con- 
cludes, \\as confidered by the Seledl Committee^, in the light of a 

• Ni Dj Pit t'lr t fat) of 1762 uith the french Gosernor of Pondicherry, 

J II' hzd nc'vi fn:gtJ t ic b-finef* and fent a Vackcel to the MarJttn*, « ho threat 

■J “ The t cit) iclaicd onI> to ma ters of cned at the time the Carm ic wnh intafion 
" -'cco "t ” Mr Du Ir ’j V ndicit or, p i6 Rous’« Appcniiiv No XXI p 6of 
A tre \cr\ lime thn tlie Rajih pare, in a || Jnid p 609 

n3 "cr th- 1 \ c dirifl to the 1 rpliPi Prefidert, ^ March a8, 1^71. 

1 e CO rc''pondcJ id the mod friend ) manrer 
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(IlHIKC , tlioN were unuillini; for \irioiis rcalons. to carry things 
I » tstri nliiK*; To n v ant ol alnlita of tikintr the field wi ih cfleit, 
tla\ idikd their tears fro.n forci|’n powers, cljtLcnlly from the Ma- 
nnis| iViilliling the infjlencc ol 1 nlja-p Itir a confidence de- 
n\:d fiom the ecrliint) o( md, from tlie ncghhoiiring flatcs, they 
Ivcame irrilolnte anti indeeifuc in tlun councils, if a judgment 
iinN he fo. ned tro n the p. riifd of their mimitcs Put there is rea- 
im ti' luip.el, th-’t piisatc animo(it), in this cafe, as well as in 
afi an -- ol greater intrieacs , fi’pcrLdcd, or at leaft fufpended, the re- 
gard ol the I’refidciics for the public weal I he confidence which 
the Nabob had dcri\cd from the lujiport of his Majefiy’s minifler, 
]i-d tl'inmiihcd .r influence at his Durbar, and, from a refent- 
.nrnt natural .o nen jealous of power, the) were unwilling to in- 
ao!\c themlehes in a war lor the coijht tt'or.a! i nhts of a govern- 
naent, \ Incli thra had cealed to controul An intercourfc of fharp 
letters, wliieh had begun between them and the Plenipotentiary 
up in Ins irrnal, fli’l continued, and, as the Nabob feemed to lean 
loa ar h ihe <eiili neats ol the latter, in his corrcfpondencc, frcfli fuel 
was lOOw 1 lo the flame 1 heir deliberations could not be fuppofed 
to jiiraleof aia compl nlancc to the inclinations of that Prince^ 
and i, therefore, mud coiuliide, tliat their fubfequent refolutions 
rgiinll faniore proceeded either from nceeffity or a fenfe of juflice, 
ami n I from -■na faaour for the Nabob if" 

TofTed between tin expediency and even nceeffity of bringing 
the Raiah ta accoun 'r Ins un)udifnblc condinft, and their own 
animo'ita againfl th .xaboli tlic Prcfidcncy became irrefolutc, in- 
dccilnc, and fluelu nng in iheir councils On the one fide, a 
fenfe of dot's and an a ,ontion to the public fafety crcdlcd a bul- 
wark of fa£ts and argu ncius to lupport their refolution , on the 

* To ^pf>crcIlx, No \MI p C 5 " ilie Grrerror and Council and feem hurt 

•I Ii d ‘ left tlirir arbitrary mandjtej and praflicei 

t aleC mpaci ^ femnt rcalU npp'ar " fiiould meet iviihan) cheeV, f om bcint; made 
rob- ts*Cidiocl\ f'lrrx, hit the prince rf “ known lo their countrj ” SirRobertHar- 
“ Itcii 1 no s tScir So\ ir 1 1C ii greater than land to the Earl of Rochford, Feb :6ih, 1772 
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otlier, animofity and exceffive caution ftept in and levelled all again. 
In deliberating on the fubjecR, they brought before them fuch of 
the Company’s orders, as feemed to affedl what they called “ their 
prefent critical fituation The Court of Diredtors, in their letter 
of the q7th of June, 1770, had ftrnftly forbidden them “ to become 
“ parties in any difputes between the powers of India J.” — But the 
Rajah of Tanjore was wc^-aiMhdependent power, but a feudatory, 
a vaflal, who had failed m his duty to the Carnatic, of the peace 
of which, the Prefidency were the guardians. The Court of Di- 
reiRors had declared, in their letter of the 23d of March, in the 
fame year, “ that they were bound by the treaty of Pans to ac- 
“ knowledge, and ftrongly urged by honour and intereft to fup- 
** port Mahommed All as Nabob of the Carnatic. Yet they ftndfly 
“ forbid their fervants, even in fupport of their ally, to invade the 
“ dominions of thofe, who defire the fnendfliip of the Company, and 
“ do not forfeit it, by becoming themfelves the aggressors 
But the Rajah of Tanjore had not only leagued with their enemies, 
but had becoihe “ the aggreflbr,” by kindling a war m the heart of 
the Carnatic, the peace and tranquillity of which they had been or- 
dered to defend and vindicate §. The Court of Diredlors had, in ' 
their letter of the 17th of March, lySg, given ftridl orders for 
bnnging the Rajah to account, as a vaflal of the Carnatic, for his 
conduft during the Myfore war, yet in their letter of the 23d 
March, 1770, in a fit of paflion with their fervants, on account of 
the treaty with Hyder All, they feem to fufpend the execution of their 
orders relative to Tanjore. But the Prefidency were of opinion, 
that the article of the treaty, which included the Rajah, was fo far 
from fecunng him, from being brought to account, for any breach 
on the conftitutional rights of his fuperior, that it could not be con- 


* Rous’s Appendix, No XXII. p 659. 
+ Ibid. 


t Ibid p. 660 
S Ibid p 66z 
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flrucd to defend him againfl animadvcrfion, for Ins unjuftifiablc bc- 
lia\ icur during the war || 

Without having rccourfc to llic orders of the Court of Dirc£lors, 
“ \\hich, hov c\Cr pofitnc, as tlicy were made for general purpofes, 
“ could nc\cr completely embrace the ^arJCty of circumflances 
“ which might anfe^,” the Prcfidcncy fhould have recurred to 
the expediency of the mcafurc, founded upon the conflitutional 
nehts of the Nabob and the Rajah. Jt appears that the Rajah’s 
condudl was not only unjuflifiablc, but deferved immediate chaf- 
uiement, “ bccaufc, being Inmfclf a tributary of the Carnatic, his 
*' taking up arms againfl: its dependents, was an adl of hoflility 
“ againfl the government to which he was a vafTal f.” Tliat had it 
even been true, which was by no means the cafe, that the Mara- 
war vvas not dependent on Tritchinopoly, the Rajah was highly re- 
prehcnfiblc, in deciding by arms difputcs, which ought to have 
been fettled, according to ancient cuflom, by the Divan of the 
Nabob of the Carnatic J That, as his lighting the flames of war, 
not only without the confent, but contrary to the exprefs orders of 
his fupenor, was an acl of rebellion, it was the duty of the allies 
of that prince to affifl him “ m a manner confiflent with the jufbee 
“and dignity of his government § ” Tliat independent of their en- 
gagements to the Nabob, their own interefl: and the -fafety of the 
poEcflions of the Company, depended on tlic fpeedy redmffaon of 
a man, who was privately conncclcd with the Marattas and Hyder, 
and had invited the arras of both to an invafion of the Carnatic 
That, befides his intrigues with the powers of India, he had not 
only fhewn a raanifefl parualiiy for other European nations, in pre- 
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ference to the Englifh, but had obftiu£ted and difcouraged the com- 
merce of the latter j] That, inftead of adhering to the treaty of 
1762, in which he had been fo much favoured, he had refufed or 
negleded to pay his tribute, for the laft two years. That, without 
any diffimulation on that fubjed, he infulted the guarantees, who 
had folemnly bound themfelves to “ aflift the party performing 
“ agamft the party failing to perform,” by declaring, that if the 
“ Englifh are inclined to maintain the fnendfhip, the tribute may 
“ be paid fometime fooner or later * plainly making good 
behaviour the condition of hts performing his own duty. That it 
was, as contrary to juftice as to found policy, to permit a power to 
exifl in the heart of the Carnatic, who, inftead of contributing to 
the general defence '}-, was ready with his treafure and troops, to 
aflift invaders :j: That, upon the whole, the connedion of the 
Ra'jah with the enemies of the Carnatic, bis hoftilities agamft its 
dependents, his flagrant breach of the treaty of 1762 §, his parti- 
ality to others in oppofition to the Englifh intereft, his difobedience 
to his fuperior, his ingratitude to his protedors, his behaviour in 
the late war, the danger, if not certainty of his kindling an- 
other war, unlefs prevented, rendered it, at once, juft, expedient 
and neceffary, to bring him ta a fevere account for his con- 
dud *11. 


H Rous’s Appendix, No XXII p 664 
• Ibid No XXI p. 622 
Ibid p 623 
X Ibid 

§ The tribute had remained unpaid lince 
July nth, 1769 P 624 684 

^ “ The Rajah has, however, given grounds 
“ for many pretences to treat him with feven- 
“ ty, he has not paid the EeiOicuifli regularly, 
«< he did not furnifli aULlance in the war 1 and 
“ he (iid furnilh provifions and paid a fura of 


" money to Hyder, when he entered the Car- 
“ natic, in the beginning of 1769,” Rous’s 
Appendix, No XXU p 685. 

“ The Rajah has broke the peace, he 
“ has not even paid the Peifhcuifh , he is jn 
*' every refpedl the aggreflbr The Nabob is the 
“ party injured , and the Prefidency are bound 
“ to fcejuflice done” Sir John Lindfay to 
the Prefidency, March 20tb, 1771 Rous’s 
Appendix, No XVII p 285 
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Though the Prefidency felt the force of all thofe arguments and 
fads, they proceeded, with manifeft caution, if not coldnefs, in 
their preparations, for an e'^pedition againft Tanjore The want 
of military ftores, a deficiency of funds for the other espences of 
war, the declaration of the Marattas in favour of the Rajah real 
or fuppofed dangers from Nizam Ali, the attachment of Hyder to 
Tulja-ji, the connedion of that Rajah with the French and other 
Europeans were the oftenfible reafons, for the inadivity of the 
Prefidency But, it is apparent, that the jealoufy of the Company’s 
fervants of the influence of his Majefty’s plenipotentiary with the 
Nabob, which jealoufy bad been inflamed into paffion and even 
Tindidhvenefs, by an intercourfe of intemperate letters, had been 
the chief obftacle to decifive meafures -f The Rajah, afcnbing their 
inadmty to their want of power, acquired confidence, and re- 
mained in the fame Rate of open defiance to the Nabob and his 
allies Having JjntJJjetT' the buflnefs of the two Marawars, he 
returned to his capital, which he prepared for defence X He ad- 
vanced a confiderable force, within two fiages of Tritchmopoly He 
refolved to take 6000 Marattas into his pay , -and as an undoubted 
demonftration of his intentions, he detached a body of five hun- 
dred chofen horfe, a battalion of Sepoys and two guns, to furpnfe 
and take the Nabob’s fecond fon, who, he had heard, was on lus 
way to Tritchmopoly § 

Notwitbftanding the apparent unwillingnefs of the Prefidency to 
plunge themfelves into a war, in fupport of the nghts of the Na- 
bob and their own guarantee of the treaty of 1762, the Rajah’s 
conduft had become fo glaringly hoflzle, that they could no longer 
remam inactive fpedators |j They had been frequently folicited in 

* Rcui’s Appirc^, No XXiI p 6-5- J Sr Joan Lind'sy to the Secrctarp cf State, 

■7 S r Jonn Lrcfa- to the Secie a-y Juce 23, 1771 

Jncea^, 177I Vide Remarks on the Na- •§ Ibia 

bJj Le- e- of Mar^h 24, 1771 Ren ’s Ap- [ PvOt-s’s Appendjt, No XXU. p 686 ' 
p‘cdiT, No XXtl p 6 '^z to 683 
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vam by the Nabob ; but, now, they applied to that prince in their 
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turn Mahdmmed- Ali, either imprefled with thofe difficulties, 
which had fuggefted themfelves to the Prefidency, or, from a doubt 
of the expediency of the meafure, or a defpair of tlie fuccefs of an 
expedition againft Tanjore, expreffed his unwillingnefs to accede to 
their propofal. He informed them, that there were three obftacles 
to the undertaking, which feemed infurmountable That the Ra- 
jah had fent a large fum of money to the French, a thing much in 
hi8 power, on account of his wealth. That he had gained Hyder, 
by whofe means he hoped to become independent of the Carnatic ; 
and that he had folicited and obtained the promife of affiftance from 
the Marattas -f*. The Prefident, in anfwer to the Nabob s objections,, 
obferved, “ that things were now come to fuch a pafs, between the 
“ Rajah, the Company, and the Nabob, by the great lengths to 
“ which the former had gone if:,” that he really believed Tanjore 
would join any enemy of the Carnatic. That the reduftion of a 
force fo hoftile was eflential to the fafety of the Nabob and to 
the interefts of the Company That an expedition of the na- 
ture of that propofed muft ever be attended with nfk, and 
might be produftive of an invafion by the Marattas; but that their 
coming, at that time of the year, would be attended with lefs lofs 
and danger, than in the feafon, in which the Nabob had been fo > 
eager for the expedition. That, as to the French, it was indeed 
moft probable, they would join the Rajah, as foon as they were in 
any condition for that purpofe , but, that this circumftance, inflread 
of being an objefliou to the expedition, was the moft urgent mo- 
tive to the undertaking it, before they had acquired the power of 
giving effeftual aid to the enemy. That, as to Hyder, there was 
little to be apprehended from that chief, confidering the prefent 
untoward ftate of his own affairs § 


June 12, 1771. Rouses App. No XXtl p 685 •}- Ibid, p 686 J Ibid. §Ibid 

3 To 
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To thefe reafons, the Nabob replied, “ that he was undei the oi- ^ p. 

*' der’’ of the Prefidency But the committee, who had waited upon ' — -v — f 
him, on the occafion, thinking that he wiflied tofhelter thcmeafure, totbemea- 
under that expreflion, declared that every thing depended, on the 
refolution he himfelf fhould form. Doubting no longer the fincenty 
of their intentions, he begged leave to alk three queflions • Whether j^is three res- 
the objeifi of the expedition was merely to chaftife the Rajah ? The fo"! 
recovery of a fum of money, for his contumacy ? Or the abfolute 
conqueft of the country ? The committee anfwered, That could the 
Rajah be brought to the payment of a large fum of money, and to 
fubmit to fuch regulations, as might remove all future apprehenfions, 

It were better than to proceed to abfolute conqueft But that, as it 
was doubtful, whether the Rajah could be brought to fecure terms^ 
without coming to that extremity, it was neceflary to adapt the pre- 
parations for the expedition to that ultimate objed. The refult was, 
that the Nabob became, for the time, reconciled to the propofals of 
the committee, upon their affuring him, that whatever fums of mo- 
ney might be taken from the Rajah, fhould be applied to the difcharge 
of his debts to private creditors, after deduding from thofe fums, 
the expences of the expedition t But after this acquiefcence of the He recurs to 
Nabob, he recurred, m the beginning of July, to his former objec- 
tions Thefe, however, were again over-ruled, by the eagernefs of 
the Prefidency for an expedition, which the infolent condud and 
dangerous intrigues of the Rajah had, now, rendered abfolutely ne- 
cefiary If 

Notwitliftanding this fecond acquiefcence to the inclinations of the prefers 
Prefidency, the Nabob’s averfion to a mihtarw expedition recurred negonmonto 

force , 

Preferrmg negociation, to a recourfe to war, it appears, that he pro- 
pofed to bring about an accommodation, by the means of the Maratta 
vackeel § In a conference with the Prefident, on the 22d of July, 


J- Roue’s ^ppendi-c, No X\ 1 I p 6S7 


J Ibid p 690 


§ Ibid p 693 
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he infinuated his averfion to hoflile meafures, hated difficultieSj and 
hinted the expediency of remaining quiet at prefent, and deferring 
the expedition to another time |]. In another conference, on the 
23d ’ll, “ he exprefled his difinclination to an immediate expedition, 
‘‘ chiifing rather an accommodation with the Rajah, to be negociated 
“ by himfelf, without their interpofition , but defiring, neverthe- 
“ lefs, their fupport to the meafure ” It appears, that the Seledl 
Committee, taking the whole ferioufly to their confideration, had 
come to a refolution to leave the negociation to the Nabob, and to 
give him every fuppoit f. “ By the minutes of the 29th of July it 
“ alfo appears, that the Nabob had opened his demands to the Tan- 
jore vackeel , but that the vackeel declared, he had no powers to 
“ accommodate the matter; that finding the negociations at Madras 
might be attended with ruinous delays, he had propofed to fend his 
“ eldeft fon to Tntchmopoly, lequefting the Prefidency to fupport 
“ him, with the appearance of refolution, to compel the Rajah, if 
“ necelTary, by mihtary force ^ ” On the other hand, the Rajah, 
meaning nothing lefs than a reafonable accommodation, “ ufed de- 
“ lays, procraftinations, and evafions, in order to wafte the time, 
“ till the fetting in of the rains, and the rifing of the Monfoon, 
fhould deprive the Nabob and Englifh of the power of military 
“ compulfion, for the feafon §.’* 

The defigns of the Rajah appeared fo evident to the Prefidency, 
that they perceived no probability of his fubmitting to fafe and ho- 
nourable terms, without military compulfion Orders were, there- 
fore, iflued to General Smith, on the 30th of July, to prepare the 
army affembled at Tritchinopoly, for taking the field. Thefe orders 
mentioned, “ that the Nabob had determined to accept terms from 

II Rous’s Appcndif, No. XXII p 694, f Ibid p 718, 719 
■695 t Ibid, p 726 I 

Ibid p 695,696. § Ibid p. 7 j8 720. 

* Ibid p 726 J Ibid, p 728 
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“ ihc E^lah hut the Picfidcnc)', at the fame time, declared that 
“ It w highly probable, the llaiah would neacr compl) with fuch 
“ term', a<^ fliould be deemed fnie, honourable and fufTicicnt, unlcfs 
“ comi tiled ha force of aim';]]” Under the fnppofuion, that 
matters nvght proceed to an •'bfolutc conqucfl of I'aniorc, they made 
prior arrancemc Us for that event Upon the rccpnfition of the Na- 
bob, tnev agreed to place the country and capital in liis hands, in 
the fame manner, as the Compan) had done, on former occafions, 
with rcfpc£l to the forts and territories of other Zemindars, who had 
been reduced, on account of aflual rebellion againR the government 
of the Carnatic, or for witbbolding the cuRomary tribute ‘IT. 
In return, the Nabob promifcd to pay to the Company a free gift of 
tv.i hclvS of p'’godas I, V ith a donation to the troops, in compenfa- 
ticn fo' the plunder, fliould the place be tahen by Rorm. But he 
rtfuibd to receive •' garnlon of the Companv’s troops, as a matter 
oi } t, into tl c fort , though he declared, ” that whenever there 
“ iliorld bw nee-do i, he thould dcfirc and folicit the Prefidency to 
*• garnlon the p'acc 1, in the I- nc manner as Tntchmopoly and Vc- 
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qucncc of llicin, ihty ha I the mornfic-a ion to 
'find tlrt the inoignatinn 01 (he C nuit of DitfL- 
tor , fo Intel) cs-jirLfTi-d ngsmll tie R >)ali of 
Tanjo c, was itan'fcrrcd to thcnifJviJ In 
the tail) v.ith IJjdcr All, nt the clofc of tlic 
Myfoic \/ar, the Prcfidcnt md Council of Ma- 
dras had, for political rca'bns, included the Ra 
Jill, on the p-rt of tlie Carnatic, though hi' 
cordticl (Itfcrved no nttcntion to lit, intcicn 
rroin their millaVing the tiatutc and extent of 
this iranfaAion, it was condemned by the Court 
of Diriflor', in ttnns full of acrimony and re- 
proach In ilictr letter to the PrcCdent and 
Council, of March 13, 1770, after feme far- 
caftic obfertaiions on (he fkill of their fenarts 
in negotiation, the) fay, that the king of Tan- 
jorc, who, as triboiar; to the Nabob, ought to 
have furnilhed his quota towarils carrying on 
the war, is cfTcAuall) fhcltcrcd by the faith of 
a treaty from being compellable lo contribute « 
linglc rupee, and tliat, therefore, their former 
order', relamc to the king of lanjorc, were 
nccclTarily fufpended, as being rcndcrcd,uncrly 
impolTiblc to be earned into execution 

The chagrin rather than the cnnviflion of the 
Direflors, rclatiic to the confcquenccs of the 
treaty with Hyder, i. evident T he Prcfidcncy, 
in their own aind cauon, v rote their fentiments 
very fully in their letter of January 31, 1770 
They explained the monies of the war and 
peace with Hyder, and declared it as their opi- 
nion, that the ftipulation with rcfpcfl to the 
Rajah could neither be an obftacle to the exe- 
cution of the orders of the 17 th of March 1769, 
nor Ihelter him from any conllituiional claims of 
the Nabob for military fcruce or othcnvife 
The fame fentiments were repeated at diffcr- 
ent times, }f, therefore, the Court thought 


them inadmifniile, they ougn ta haic figrif-d 
their difapprtibinon, ai d tl crchy have prcicrt- 
cd ihc execution of o dc s which appciicd to 
them inconnArnt with the trei So f-r f om 
lint, however, they toe' no fur a-r no’ cc of 
the matter 1 he Prifidcn' , t“c '•fore, tnOLfi t 
thcmfckc} warrar cJ, from th- filen-c of the 
Compr), to confile- tlic 0 dcri of 17691, 
flill (I ndtng m force, wlune cr the fi'uan m 
of -iralt^ flnu' 1 demard ll cir ocri tion They 
Occur 'in-K 1 cniinrcd tl -n in ih 1 d'f, T''hci 
of ll c a -ih of July one re fan, among 

ot’-cn, for cal'ing the Pij h tn aceaunt 
1 hofe difpatclic we c rcci n r J m I upland in 
Janunry 177s , and t'le Court of D rcffo-i ap. 
proitd of the cordudl of ihcir fen ants to tiiat 

petin 1 

1 rom thefe circumflsncc , it is febsii f-d, 
whether ihc Prcfidcrci had not reafon to tn- 
derfland the filcncc of the Court of DireAori 
as an acquicfcence in their explaraiioni on that 
fuhjrdl , and whc’her they judged nmifs in con- 
fidcring the anj’ry paragraph, which 11 no 1 fet 
up as a reiocntion of the ordcri of 1769 to I>e 
nthcr a moiiic for their enforcement Tic 
Court fignifv much difp'eafurc wiili th'ir fer- 
lants for n certain article ui ihcir treaty \ itli 
Hidcr, but what they fay is evidently more 
cxpicBiie of ihot yiarj left that article IhoulJ 
p'Oic an obftacle to the execution of their for- 
mer orders, than of a jivr/J that thofe orders 
fhould be fufpended Were one permit cd to 
liaznrd a cnnjcdlurc, it might be fupp fed that 
there was not an intention to /jfptnd, much lefi 
to rrvelt, ihofe orders, until the nnu arrange- 
ments for rclloring the Rajah in 1775 render- 
ed a difapprobation of eld mcafures ncceffary 

With what colour of jufticc, thciefore, can 
the Court of Direflors pafs fo feierc a cenfure 
upon their fctvanti as to tell them that, in the 
expedition of 1771, they had departed from the 
letter and fpirit of the Company’s orders’ If 
the duplicity of the Rajah’s conduft in the Mj- 
forc war appeared to the Company in fuch a 
liglit, as to warrant the decifive orders which 
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^Mtl^ tlic mine of conccntonc, .tikI, as fiicli, have afenbed them to ^ ^ 

prn itc and Iclfifli moincs Tliefc ought to lia\c confidered, that as ’ ' 

the 


t.*--! I <t-nto !^Clr rcr^sno m t~(T, ? <iu 
r rtc fet c 'i!\ I'lJ I'^lh the it trr erd 
j/int ol s'-rff otdett fj-cjl , ^ lie R j li 
net c '\ nfi.1 i o p3\ t"! the N ihc ir 
r ri n*' 1 ir'u - flipnl-ci li\ llr tic t) nf 
I - • i-d '' r l' c p't'^ tt srcc rf uliicli ll C 
tv "ij nt S 1 n dc n r cRci i fi 'rJiiiro 
It f-cn at If ^„Tc ti r, in dcFarcc of a’l 
T' p"''fartc! ."I It) di cv.* iioViinn of the 
tic.ti with Indcr, ‘■c Lc an c an refTur, nnJ 
tn tip 1 n; pa t! c d'pc“dcnti of the C.r- 

V ' 

liaJ i! c t'C 1 ' I h Hvder fipt-'a cd rn) 
t'"irp n f.\ ' ir of tl c K j-'i v ' I'l could cten 
5 c .j/ to 1- pc 'c t^c ticcj in of the oi- 
d* I t ' I *t 9 . 1 1 ' fcllrt t-p enrdt '' p’ irt) fc- 

r nt r * e o’ e’e R' » ir eh t f t le ttcatv , 

I c V) f cd ii-' t tl) I > 1 rtr I , ard confe- 

qt c" 1 ) the t tdet , irf!c*d of b-inp en) Icnper 

y.'fA/ Icc-nie inf niR clc.r ard decifi'c, 
nJ 1 treJ tl e fa-c to 'c 3-d 1 ipour a tf ro 
filth tic l> Iiji oer ct led 

n„ tl c rrc''dc-e) h-ic t o retd to appeal to 
II Ki ard tic dcJuflioi t .m'np fio n 
then ir tlcir o i n vin'tr.trn The) can 
p'c,J the ciptrf) dtclar ton of tic tompan) 
t'ciiflic lo ilie ju icc of tl rir [ re cccJmp' 

T ‘•e n cTt r, in il cit letter to i’ c ,N-hob cf 
7 .a c i a;, ip".. ac) nonledpr, th-t the r fli- 
rrf I ( the K i-h in tal inp op ar~ii a-ai ^ the 
Ivi vi.i .r ard Na'cooi) ui uld, at nil Oint , 
1 \c urpeJ tl en to uiiflie-th the fuoid in or- 
dtr tn c' afif 1 m, h.d the NaLoh cnfi-tcJ t! c 
rict'ura rc'-urcc* V'htn, tl crefo c, the 
did r»/ir/ the reetTarv rclcuiccr, the 
c), cd tion had their farfiion 

>„ch i aa their O) n fenfe in I'P-i of if'o 
pi n iplc upon which their fenart had pro- 
cc -cd in I -71 rhc) atow the Ipirit of the 
or cr nfipLgini! fulleft extent nhitcicr, 
t! cref r*, rna) be noi nllcpcd to inialidatc 
till 'c nrdir*, It It evident that a difierent mode 
of eon’ruflnm was not ndopted till after that 
p-rod Cut the expedition of 1775 made a 


tcf} natcriaJ cfnnpc in the fine of (he Carna- 
tic 1 hat chanpc of circumflances feems to 
Inve fopprllcd n chanpc of mcafurcJ, nnd, to 
jtillilv the rf'v (vflciii, II became nccc/ur) to 
condemn the old 

I timij h, It It hop'd, Ini been non produced, 
Lrtbftom the tctotdtof the Compan) nnd their 
fctvarti, to convince the impartial public tint 
the cx( edition of 1771 vvatflritll) conformable 
to theotdciiof 176^ Put there were o her 
motive^, befidet an obedience to tliofc order , 
which rcndcfcdihit meaforc not on!) expedient 
but even recefia v . 

I he Rajah of Tanjorc refufed to paj the 
tribi ic llipuljtcd b) the treatj of 176a, for 
which the Cempanv were rcfjaonfible , he 
would net contribute hu quota tonards the 
cha pev of the Mv fore vv r, he had rcbclliouny 
inviJ d the ripht. of other fubjefl of the Cir- 
ratif, bv ft tic of atnit , and there were the 
(ItonprP reafont to fufpcfl, that he h.d l>-rn 
in rc-oci tion wiih the Miratta', Hjdcr, the 
Dut-h, Dare, and 1 rench 1 rom all ihefc 
cirv-umflarccj coMcflcd topciher, thcfcrianl of 
the Conpaiiv thoacht ihcj favv fufrictent caufe, 
ro ool) 10 be uj on their guard, but even to 
m -1 c life of compuIfi'L mcafurc', Ihould the 
fcfra‘'orj conJufl of the Rejah continue to 
rerder mem iicccfiatj 

1 1 c) protceded, however, with deliberation 
Being avcife to a dccifion bj arm<, if it polfbl) 
could be -voided, the) fird had rccourfc to le- 
nient tnctliodr They rcmonllrai d to him on 
the impropri-t^ of his behaviour, and repre- 
fented the CO iiqucnces to which u mufl cx- 
pofe him The) promi'ed him the protcflion 
of the Compan), as foon as he fhened that he 
de'erved it, but aflurcd him, at the fame time, 
that a regular pa) ment of the pcilhcuifh, and a 
flrifl compliance, in all other rcfpcifls, wnth the 
neat) of 176 , were the only conditions on 
which he could either hope to obtain their 
fricndfhip, or even cfcape their refentment 
But nothing would do, FerfuaCon and threats 

C c were 
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the clifputc 1 elated onh to the feudal rights of the Carnatic over 
a dependent on its government, the iifcpic and c' pence of the %var 
\\ere to fall on the Nabob, and that, tliereforc, by the law of 
nations, be ^^as cniitlcd to the ic\.aid of -viflory. That the 
Company could only appeal, as allies in Ins caiifc, either as gua- 
rantees o( the treat) of 17112, or as guardians of the peace of the 
Carnatic, a chaiadcr, iihich they had uniformly affumed, c\cr fince 


were cqnall) cniplojnl in \''in T lie I’ jnh 
\\n< not to be move J b) the on', norm imit' i cil 
b) the other I he foiim.r be trceteil either 
with eontenipt or ncplcfl nnil lefccncJ to fet 
the ht’er at dcfiinec , for h- fnnictinc tarricil 
the inWence of hu anfwcr< fo fjr zi to cxcccil 
nil bounds of forbeirmcc 

Had the Rajah difcoscred nn) fjmpoms of 
a conciliator) difpofition, there inipht base L'cn 
hopes of an amicable -ccomnn datinn Rjt 
his obfliiiatc and conte nptLOU I chawoiir, n" 
onl) precluded cierj c\pc6laiion of tl at I ind, 
but naturally pave jurt nl n It f-'m-d 
clca-ly to point out, that lie had a dcpi-ndcrcs 
on foreign coniKi 5 tion», as it \ is not to be 
fuppofrd that lie could rcl) on his oi n force 
alone ag-infl the united power of the Naboo 
and the Companj In fuch a fituatior, wliat 
were the fen nits of the Company to do ’ The 
fafety of the Carnatic wa. in imminent darper 
The Nabob folicitcd the afllflincc of the Com* 
pan), both ns their own ally and as the ally of 
the Crown Tlic Company were bound to 
protcdl his goicrnmcnt and rights, and the 
fecurity of their own pofTclIlons added weight 
to that obligation A', therefore, no hopes of 
an accommodation were Icfr, there remained 
no other altcrnatuc, but to reduce the power 
of the Rajah to fuch a degree as to be no 
longer dangerous 

Compelled by thefe confidcrations, the Com. 
inittec, at length, yielded to the Nabobs foli- 
citations He agreed to bear the cxpcnccs of 
tne war , and they, as aii\iliarie$, gave him the 
afiillance of the Coaipany’s troops, to fupport 
the demands of his elded fon, who was fent to 
Tritchinopol) , with powers to propofc terms to 


ihcl-’aj.h He remained ob'^nj"' fisca* 
[ iiil s as b'fi ; cd but, svl en ne breach be- 
c'lic iln-o‘ (raTicab'c he fubnitt'd to the 
Nab'b s p epof t ons, and the arm_, returned to 
Tiit^-hiropo 

It \ 35 cafy to fo cfee, hoveser, that thia 
ccmpromifc ssouli! not be of lonp dura' on , at 
lead, on the par, of the Rajih Accordirgly, 
f (.fli difTereDCC) faoa arifing between the Na- 
bob "'id b m, a fccrrd cxpcJi ion wai L"d'r- 
ta' en a, a I f him in 1773, \ hich cried in the 
t tal icau'hnn of his country 

Inilcl t’erof tne Court of Dirfflor 0'' the 
12 a of Aofil 1773, both erpcdmo- base been 
iM ell cenfurrd, though the firfe \ a o-cc ap- 
p ovcJ But, as the fame p ncipa! f r -’-t* 
\ ere t ot in cRcc at lot St George, at thofe 
difjctcnt periods, It IS only tosindca’e the ca- 
pe ' tion of 1771 that the prefen ob'e \z ions 
arc ruoDitt-d to the public Thofe gentle- 
men, s ho arc chargeable for the fuccecdirg 
mcafurc ,csn, no doub , ifneccflar), fufacicntly 
anfwer for themfehes 

It IS therefore to be hoped, that enough has 
been fiid to sindicate the gosernraent of Fort 
St George, on that occafion Dot, Ihould any 
thing further be wanting, to faiisfy the mind of 
the reader, it is fupplicd by the Court of Di- 
rciBors •hcmfcKcs, in their minute of the 18th 
of Augud 1773, wherein their Chairman, in 
ihcir name, complimented the Governor on his 
return to England, in very high terms of ap- 
probation, forhis wift, and upright manage- 
ment of their ailairs , for his gcod condoS to- 
wards their ally the Subah of the Carnatic; 
and, in particular, for his invariable regard to- 
their orders in ell cafes. 


O 
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the French power had been .annihilated on the coaft. That, as allies, 
auMliarics, or mercenaries, the) could acquire no inherent right to any 
Urntor), lhe> might o\cr run, to no fortrefs, they might feize That 
the keeping poflcflion of Tanjoie, whieli is a part of the Carnatic, 
would have been a dircil breach of the treaty of Pans, by which 
Mahoinnicd Ah is guaranteed in the entire and c\chiri\e pofrcflion 
of that countr) That fliould it be granted, a conceffion which we 
are, b\ no means, mehned to make, that Tanjore was not a part of 
the Carnatic, act, if conquered in a regular and folemn war, it mufl 
ha\e become fuch, as that war was the war of the Nabob, not the war 
of his auNiliancs and mercenaries, the Compan) That, as the Com- 
pana neither w ere nor could be principals in hoflihlics, winch might 
terminate in the capture of Tanjore, their taking poflefTion of that 
place for themfehes, or for an) other than the Nabob, who was the 
principal, would ha\c been an ad of prnatc injuflicc, if not robber)', 
punifliablc by the common law of the ftatc, of winch they are the 
fubjeds. That, granting the) may ha\c had a right, in fomc cafes, to 
become principals in war in the Carnatic, the) had evidently no fuch 
right, in the prefent dtfputc , for though the Rajah had broken the 
treata of 1762, b) Ins rcfufing to pay, for the haft two ) ears, the flipu- 
latcd pctflicuidi, that treaty was not tlnir treaty, and they had no right 
to enforce its terms, but upon the e\prcfs rcquifition of the Nabob 
That tins rcquifition could only place the Company, in the light of 
allies, and that, as allies, they had no claim to the Gifpofil of any 
conqucfls, made in the war, either by the law of nature or nations 
The Nabob’s, elded fon, being inacRcd, bv his father, with powers 
to accommodate matters with Tanjore , arriyed at Tritchinopoly, 
about the ceth of Augud 1771 1 Picparations, fiifiieicnt for tak- 
ing the field, being made, Seid Muckaoom Ah, an officer of rank 
in the Nabob’s feraice, was font to Tanjore, wuh letters from the 
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Prefident, from General Smith, and from the Nabob’s fon, contain- 
ing propofals of accommodation Tulja-ji, having imprifoned his 
general, old Mona-ji, and the Dobeer, who had managed his finances, 
had thrown the whole of his affairs, into the hands of Gilbilliapah, 
the Baianvai 01 pimp, whom we have already defenbed It is 
doubtfufi whether this vulgar mmificr e\hibited mofl; infolcnce or 
folly, in a conference, which he deigned to hold with the bearer of 
the loint requifition of the Nabob and the Englifh Scid Muckdoom 
having informed him verbally of the terms, he had been empowered 
to propofe, “ Gilbilliapah flew into a violent paffion J.” “ You will 

“ fee (fays this impertinent Barawar) in what manner /fhall thicJJj 
“ the Engltjl:^ fo that they will long remember” the corrccftion of 
this hand. “ I wnll order my Sepoys to fire, from the great fmoke 
“ of which the Englifh j will not be able to fee any thing , then I 
“ will fall upon them with my horfe , the duft kicked up by their 
“ heels, will get into the eyes of the Englifh, as foon as the fmoke 
“ is difperfed ^ ” “ This is an excellent fcheme (Seid Muckdoom 

“ replied), and certainly the true way of threfliing the Englifh § ” 
The Barawar- minifter, flill continuing his apt allufions, faid, “ the 
“ way to catch birds is to put a piece of wax on their heads, when 
“ the fun IS perpendicular , which melting the wax, the fame will 
“ run into the eyes of the birds, and then they may be taken || ” 
This wife and modefl: mmifter having finifhed his conference with 
Seid Muckdoom, that officer was fent foi by the Rajah , who ab- 
ruptly afked him, why he had come to Tanjore “ I have brought 
“ (faid Seid Muckdoom) letters from the Enghffi governor, the 
“ Englifh general, and the eldeft fon of the Nabob.” *‘What have 

t 

J Rous’i Appendix, No XXIV p 865 to tfie office of miniller, by the Court of 

j. Ibid Direflors, when they replaced Tnlja-ji “ on 

# Ibid. ” throne of his anceftors yet manages 

^ Ibid, affairs for his mailer — and the Company, it- 

K Ibid Gilbilliapah was not ollenfibly hind the curtatn, 

% “ I to 



TTIE EAST- INDIA COMPANY. 


“ I to tlo (replied the RTjah) uith the goiernor M do not defire hvn 
“ to guannicc | ilie treaty no\^ ” Put v.hcn he faw the letter 
front the Kibob’s fon, he llc\\ into a Molcnt prfTion, and CNpreHcd 
hiiitfi.ir in term', uith rcfj'Cift to the Nabob, v-hieh Teemed To inde- 
cent, tint thc^ could not bcicpcatedb, Scid Muckdoom. The Ra- 
jah’s anfwcr in uruing is marked, aaith the infolcncc and folly of 
ills charadlcr He infincd that the Nabob, inrtead of rccening the 
arrears of tribute, and fatisfadion, for the Rajah’s own rebellion and 
injullice, “ fliould defra) the e\pences of his troops , and, in fliort, m 
“ oppofition to each demand, he fet up a like demand of his own 
He concludes his letter, \Mth fa)iiig “ I, on my part, fent my 
“ demands m writing, which, I hope, )Ou v ill take into confidcra- 
“ tion I am read) to undertake the fame bufincfs” (that of war) 
“ which )ou come upon at prcfcnt -j- ” 

All hopes of negociation being at an end, General Smith marched, 
with the anna, from Tritchinopol) , about the middle of September 
Haaing repulfcd the Tanjorinc', who had attacked him, on his 
march, he fat down before the fort of Vellum, which was evacuated 
b) the cncni), on the 2 oih of the month Y On the 23 d, the army 
encamped before Tanjore || , but the batteries againR the place were 
not opened, till the beginning of 0£lobcr The French of Pondi- 
cherr) and the Dutch at Negapatam had both fent Europeans to the 
affiftancc of the Rajah , and the Dutch, befides, had fupphed him 
with guns and ammunition in abundance ' The fort of Tanjore 
was accommodated with c\cry neceffary, for an obdinate defence, 
a numerous garrifon, compofed of Arabs and difciphned Sepoys, 
plenty of pro\ifions, and an ine\haufliblc magazine of military 

-}- 1 Ir Dti Pre, who \ is governor of M:- Ibul p S5' 

dj 101771, hjdfc Isd the irco 1. of 17 /I || Ibid No WII p 788 
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ftoies The care and fuccefs, with which Tulja-ji had provided the 
means of war, proved, that he had long meditated a revolt , and 
had his foreign allies feconded his hopes, he might, perhaps, as he 
afterwards threatened, liave “ driven the Englifli, not only from 
“ Tanjore, but from the coaft.” 

During the fiege, in which inftances of fpirit and courage were 
<3xhibited, on both Tides, the Rajah, in the ufual manner of the 
Eaft, continued to treat for peace, to retard, if polTible, the ope- 
rations of war The fcafon was far fpent , the rams and mon- 
foon were near, and fliould thefe fet in, he knew that the enemy 
muft break up the fiegc, and confcquently put an end to treating ; 
and another year might procure new allies, or obtain the elFedtual 
afliftance of old friends On the 25th day, after the trenches had 
been opened, a breach, which was thought pradicable, was made. 
This circumftance induced the Rajah to think ferioufly of a tem- 
porary accommodation, to fave his capital. The rains had, now, 
fet in, and the Nabob’s fon, dreading the confequences of a repulfe, 
in the aflault, communicated the offers of the Rajah to General 
Smith He, at the fame time, told the General, that if he thought 
the fort could be taken, he would delay the negociation , but the 
General fpoke fo undecifively, on that head, that the terms offered 
by Tulja-ji were accepted on the 27th of Odlober 

The mofl material conditions of this treaty, which, howevei, the 
Rajah never meant to perform, were thefe The immediate payment 
of eight lacks, being the peiflicuifli of the two preceding )ears, 
thirty-tv/o lacks, and 50,000 rupees, for the expences of the army , 
for which diftnds of his country, capable of paying that fiim, in 
twoyeais, were afligned The Rajah agreed, befides, to cede the 
fort of Vellum, to give up his claim to the diftrifts of Flangad and 
Coiladdy, and to relinquifh the Jaghire diftridf of Arm. He pro- 


• Roui’s Appcndi'f, No XXII p 877, 878 
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miled to reftorc the lands, money and effeds, which he had extort- ^ 

cd from the greater and Icfler Marawar , to fend troops to the affift- ' ' 

ance of the Nabob, upon that prince’s reqnifition ; to be a friend 
to the friends, an enem} to the enemies, of the Carnatic, to de- 
Incr up European delerters, to gne no protedion to therun-av\ay 
Polygars of \Yarriarpollam and Analore. He, alfo, engaged to 
permit the trade of the Englifh Company to extend itfelf through 
his whole country , and to treat their weavers and other depend- 
ents with kmdnefs -f-. The Rajah had fcarcely figned the treaty, 
when he began to eqmi ocate about the terms :j; But, as the guns 
had not }et been drawn from the batteries, difpofitions were made 
for recommencing hoflilitics , and a frefh negociation enfued§. 

Thus ended the firfl; expedition againfl: Tanjore, and the army re- 
turned to Tritchinopoly and its environs jj 

"When intelligence arrived at Madras of thefe tranfadions, the Prefidency 
Prcfidency exprefled their concern and furpnfe at the terms of the an\ feitlc- 
treaty, as inadequate to their expeiRations, and, m themfelves, to- 
talh infecurc They were fo much convinced of the latter, that 

peace inic- 

they declared, in their letter of the yth of November, 1771, to '“f' 
General Smith, that it appealed “ neceflary, that, m the very com- ^ 


J- Rous s App Iso X\iV p 853,55^. 

J lb d p 911 

5 Ibid 

1 The pccunun ads antagej gamed bj the 
ticat) were thefe 

Two jc.rs pcifhcuilh recoscred S,co,ooo 
Inttrcll on ditto - - 77,000 

Indctnnibcat on lor charges of the 

expedition pa) able in twoj ears jjjjo 000 
i^asir to Nabob's elded fon - 3,00,000 

Ditto to hi5 fecond fon - i,oo,coo 


Rupees 45,27,000 


Countries acquired, and their edimated s alue 
Fort oftellum, neither didrifl norresenue 
ThcdillriftofElangadand Coiladdy 

rccoscrcd - - . So, coo 

The dillnfl of Arm - - a,oc,ooo 

The fort and didriR of ITanamun- 
tagoody taken b) the Rajah 
from the Rlarawar, and iioss' 
gisen up to the Nabob - 2,00,000 

Per arcjct, rupees 4,80,000 
The jessel», Xc of the Mnrawar were of 
fmall saluc Rouss Appendix, No XXV 
p. 1)31, 032 
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“ mencement of peace they fliould be providing as if they were 
“ on the eve of a war. They ordered him, therefore, as foon as 
“ poITible, to tranfmit to the Board a general return of the artillery, 
“ ammunition and flores remaining, with their Rate and condition, 
“ accompanied with an indent of what might be further requifite, 
in cafe it fhould become neceflary to recommence hoftilities ” 
They, however, declare'd that they would, on no account, have 
the idea entertained, that they meant to renew the war, for that 
they even wiflied to conceal from the public, they were appre- 
henfive another expedition againft Tanjorc might become nccef- 
faryf. They exprefled their diflatisfadlion at the treaty, in fill 
flronger terms to the Nabob, in their letter of the 9th of Novem- 
ber Had the Rajah,” they faid, “ fubmitted himfelf, and had 
“ your Excellency then granted fuch terms, as fliould have been 
“ thought fafe and honourable to your government and the Com- 
“ pany, fafe and honourable terms might have been advifeable, 
“ But the Rajah has adled a very different part. He fet both your 
government and the Company at defiance, and compelled the 
“ army to lay a regular fiege to his capital. Many lives have been 
“ loft, and great quantities of ftores have been expended. The 
“ fiege advanced fuccefsfully, the breach was almoft pradficable, and 
the officers and foldiers were in good fpints Under thefe cir- 
“ cumftances, there was every reafon to hope, that the fort might 
“ foon have been taken , and then your Excellency might have 
“ given the law, and fettled the affairs of Tanjore, in a proper 
“ manner J ” 

The Prefidency exprefled the fame fentiments, in terms equally 
ftrong, m their difpatches to the Court of Diredors, dated the 28th 
of February 1772 § General Smith, in his letter to the Prefidency 


® Rous’s Appendix, No XXII p 799. 
■}• Ibid 
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of the fih of No\ ember, 1771, makes ufe of the follov. ing re- 
mark iblc c\prcfiions , “ I ll.'l^e very ficely gi\en my fcntiments, 
“ \.itli rcfpcdl; to the Rnjah of Tanjoie I urged, that I thought 
“ no medium could be preferAcd with him, but, at the time I did 
" lo, I hoped whcne\er an expedition did take place, that it 
“ would be with a firm rcfolution on the part of the Nabob, as 
‘ well .as the Board, to reduce him entireli The Nabob, 
urged by the difcontent of the Prefidency, became highly ofi^ended 
with his fon, for concluding a peace, when there was fuch a cer- 
tain profpeft of terminating the war, by the taking of Tanjore 
Having expoflulated with him, in fevere terms, for his condudf, he 
told him, that he could only afcribe it, to his want of abilities, his 
facilit}’' of dnpofition, or Ins having been corrupted by the Rajah 
In fhort, the peace appeared fo infccurc m itfelf, fo inadequate to the 
claims of the Nabob and the delinquency of the Rajah, that it raifed 
a general difcontent among the Englifh as w'ell as the natives No- 
thing was talked of in the fettlement, nothing was read but letters 
from the arm's > rcprefcnting the certainty of their taking Tanjore, had 
not the peace prc^cntcd it , and every one declared, “ that it was 
“ fhameful thus to flop the progrefs and tarnifli the glory of the 
“ Britifli arms, in the moment that fortune prefented the laurel ij; ’ 
Such umverfal difcontents at a peace, which faved his capital 
and country to Tulja-ji, demonftrate, that be had deferved to have 
loft both, in the opinion of all, who, from their being on the fpot, 
were the beft judges of his delinquency § 
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§ The Couit of Diretlor* in their Ict'cr of “ the o igin and tendeo ) ot dilpute , as 
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To the preceding account of the e\pcdition of 1771, it may not 
he improper to annex the opinion of Sir Robert Ilarland, then his 
MajeRy’s Plenipotentiary on the coaft, concerning the conduflof tlie 
Prefidency of Fort St George. That officer, after binning iir m- 
aflivity, from the month of February to September, proctt-ub thus, 
m his letter to the Eail of Rochford * “The country of Tanjore 
“ v>^LB then, as I have been informed, unprepared. The fort uas 
“ unprovided v.ith the means of defence, the Rajah’s troops v. ere 
“ neither formed nor difciplincd. On the contrar), the Company’s 
“ fervants pofTcncd plenty of Aorcs and ammunition , and an army 
“ lay idle and ina£ti\c at Tritchinopoly, ivithin a. very fhort march 
“ of Tan)ore'^.” After fpccifying the unaccountable delays m un- 
dertaking the expedition, the Plenipotentiary Rates the equally in- 
explicable treaty, which terminated the \%ar. “ The army was 

“ thirty-fix days before Tanjore. The walls v.crc breached, and 
“ difpofitions made for Rorming the place, nhen the \%holc was fet- 
“ tied by negociation. The Nabob difa\owed his fliarc in that ne- 
gociation. The Governor was difiatisficd. The Nabob’s Ton, m 
“ his letters to his father, which I have read, fays, that it «asvith 
“ the advice, confent, knowledge, and approbation of the general, 
“ he agreed to terms The general, denying tins charge, con- 
‘‘ fiders the whole, as a contrnance between the Nabob and his 
fon i ” After Rating the improbability of the Nabob’s being 
concerned in fruRrating the objciSt of the expedition, Sir Robert 
Harland proceeds . “ To conclude the whole, when I confider 
“ every thing, the fituation, the Rrength, the riches of TanjSre, 
“ its vicinity to the French at Pondicherry, the uneafinefs of the 
Rajah at his prefent Rate of dependence, the danger of future 
“ inconveniencies, in cafe of his junction with the enemies of 

♦ Sir Robert Harland to tbe Seaetary of State, Febrnary ijtb, 177s. 
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“ Great-Bntam, it appears very difBcult to difcover a due attentioa ^ 

“ to the interefls either of the Company or nation, through the y — ^ 

" whole of this tranfa< 9 ;ion — “ The Rajah’s peifhcufh had been 

much reduced, by the treaty of 1762, from what it had formerly 
been , and even that reduced tribute he did not pay. The trou- 
bles, which at any time arife in the Carnatic, are fettled folely at 
*' the expence of the Nabob , but though Tanjore is protedled, the 
“ Rajah contributes nothing towards the general defence f ” 


• Sir Robert Harland to the Secretary of for condoding the treaty , bat they are foreign 
State, February lyth, tyyj to the objeft of this work, 

+ Ibid There were \ery weighty reafons 
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CHAP. VII. 

'TranfaSiwis on the Coafl^ from the firfl Expedition againjl 
Tanjore m 1771 , to the taking of that Place in 1773 . 

“R"N the year 1770, a difpute about the pofTeffion of a rocky and 
barren ifland, on the coaft of Soutli-America, had almofl: in- 
volved Great Britain in a war with both the great branches of the 
Houfe of Bourbon. The Eaft-India Company, fearing that the 
expedted hoftilities might extend thcmfclves to Afia, applied to Go- 
vernment for a ftrong fquadron of men of war, to protedl their 
eftablifliments in the Eaft. Though matters were fettled m the be- 
ginning of 1771, the fquadron was ordered to fail m the month of 
March, under the command of Sir Robert Harland, Baronet, Rear- 
Admiral of the Blue. That officer, on his departure, was veiled 
with the fame plenipotentiary powers from his Majefly to the princes 
of India, which had been given to Sir John Lindfay, 111 the year 
1769. The objedf of the commiffion, which was dated the 15th of 
March, was to “ inquire how far the eleventh article of the defi- 
nitive treaty of peace and fiicndlhip, between the King of Great 
“ Britain, the moll Chriliian King, and the King of Spain, con- 
“ eluded at Pans, the 10th of February, 1763, had been complied 
“ with by the parties concerned , as alfo, to treat with any of the 
“ princes 01 powers in India, to whom the eleventh article might 
“ relate, with regard to the mofi: effedlual means of having the 
“ ftipulations, therein contained, pumflually obferved and carried 
“ into execution L” Idis Majefty, at the fame time, promifed> 
^ That he would approve, ratify, and confirm what ffiould be 
“ agreed and concluded, in relation to the premifes, between the 
“ Princes and powers aforcfaid, or fuch perfon or perfons, as they 

• Rous’i Appendix, No. XVJII, p. .Jiy. 
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“ fliould depute or appoint for that purpofe, and the faid Sir Ro- ^ P 
“ hcrt Idailand ^ ” ’ ■ — 

On the fecond of September, the Rear Admiral arrived at Fort St Heamves at 

^ Fort St 

George and, on the 13th, he communicated to the Prefidency George 
the follow ing article of his mftrudtions, as Plenipotentiary from his 
Majefty, to the Princes and powers of India || The words were ; 

‘‘ You will reprefent, in the freed: manner, to the Governor and Arudeofm- 
“ Council at Madrafs, any complaints, which in your judgment fliall 
‘‘ be well-founded, that may be made by the Nabob of Arcot, and 
‘‘ tranfmit to us the earlied; intelligence thereof, with your fenti- 
“ ments thereon j ” This royal mterpofition, e'^preOed in fuch 
explicit terms, raifed the hopes of the Nabob, and expelled his fears 
Depending on the protedliou of the Sovereign, he naturally became 
lefs anxious about retaining the favour of trading fubjeds , uncon- 
fcious that this little ghmpfe of fun-£hine was fo foon to be extin- 
tinguiChed by a dorm 

The Ead India Company, founded originally on the principles of Refi-aionson 
commerce, had carried very early into every department of their of'heSm" 
management, all the hardened and unrelenting paflions, which narman^fe- 
ne\er fail to accompany an infatiable love of gain Their mifde- 
meanours had made them known to the world, before their confe- 
qucnce had rendered them objefts of attention, and their original 
annals are darned with oppreffions, piracies, frauds, and circum- 
ventions Their limited power had confined their mifdemeanors for 
more than one hundred and fifty years, to a narrow circle, and 
thefe were partly concealed, under the veil of fecrecy, with which 
they affeided to cover their tranfadtions. But it mud be acknow- 
ledged, that, in thofe early times, their circumfcribed commerce had 
confined the management of their affairs to mean and unikilful Their aFsirs- 

a*" fi ft in 

hands Their Diredtors at home were no more than low and mean and nn- 


Cvi fill hands 
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rapacious tradefmen , and their fervants abroad were chiefly 
drawn from hofpitals, appointed by charity for rearing indigent 
and deferted boys. When the means of advantage grew more ex,. 
tenfive, by the concurrence of various revolutions in tbe Eaft, the 
tnanagement and fervice of the Company became objedls of -ambi- 
tion to perfons of a better education, and more enlarged minds. 
Some men of talents, fome of honour, fevcral poflefled of fpirit and 
courage conducted affairs at their boards, and fought their battles m 
the field. But even thefe were not able to refift that fordid prin- 
ciple of avarice, which is inherent in every mercantile inftitution; 
to which alfo the almofl: equally obdurate pafllon of ambition was 
annexed, when they acquired a conlroul over Princes, and the ma- 
nagement of provinces and kingdoms 

In the period, which is the objeft of the prefent difcuflion, feveral 
men of talents and ftriit principles were in the DireQion at home, 
and m the management of affairs on the Coaft, But even thefe 
were incapable of divefting themfelves entirely of jealoufy, when 
they found that a Prince, whom they had been accuftomed to con- 
troul, had obtained the protedbon of the Sovereign. The exten- 
five pofleffions of the Company, an ample revenue, a large army, 
the many lucrative, and even honourable places in their gift had, 
in a manner, raifed them from the rank of fubjedls, to that of rivals 
to the crown Their principal fervants, confcious of their own for- 
mer confequence, could not permit themfelves to be deprived of any 
part of that confequence, without refentment This circumftance 
introduced a degree of intemperance into their confultations and 

• “ Thefe are men, who are now become “ money may decide any thing Nor will they 
“ governors and viceroys of kingdoms larger, “ paQIy fubmit to part with power, however 
“ if we take our polTeffions from Surat to Ben- “ they came by it, they have fo long been al- 
“ gnl, than made half the Roman empire, and “ lovved to exercifc , and that lias brought 
“ thefe arc the men, who by the rapid and im “ them fuch an immoderate degree of wealth, 
menfe riches they acquire, from amongft the “ without violent oppofition to every thing and 
UiveJ} of the people, who are to be expefted “ every man, employed to prevent it ” Sir 
“ to look government in the face, with that afr Robert. Harland to the Secretary of State, Jan. 
“ furance that has taught them to think, that gth, 1773. 
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correfpondence , and gave birth to utineceflary complaints of 
the condudt of the Nabob to their Superiors at home. Thofe com- 
plaints were greedily feized, by a more unprincipled Direction, 
than that which fubfifted at the time j and were made the fpecious 
pretexts of coercive meafures againft the Nabob , which meafures 
fprung, in fa£t, from an unforgiving jealoufy, and felf-interefted mo- 
tives. But thefe were the meafures of fucceeding times. The Diredlors 
of 1 77 1, though they expreffed their jealoufy of the interference of the 
crown, were fenfible of the independent rights of the Nabob. In 
their difpatch of the loth of April, they,ufed the following remark- 
able words • “ We have no natural ally but the Nabob — Our con- 
“ necfiion with the Nabob ftands entirely on ancient friendfhip, and 
“ reciprocal kindnefs, and we with to continue it on the fame fbot- 
“ ing But as nue cannot be compelled to follow his proj*edfs,,when 
“ they appear totally repugnant to our interefts, fo, on the other 
“ hand, he cannot be forced into our views, if they are difagreeable 
” to him All we have, therefore, left, is to expoftulate with himi 
“ He muft determine for himfelf, and we for ourfelves f ” 

In the paffagejuft cited, the Diredois defined the limits of the 
Company’s power, with refped to the affairs of the Carpatic. 
How a fucceeding Court trampled down this fence fhall be, here- 
after, both explained and expofed The Direftors of 1771, not- 
withftanding their moderation, with regard to the independent 
rights of the Carnatic, were, at the very moment of writing their 
opinion on that fub]edt, fapping the foundation of thofe rights, by 
endeavouring to remove the fupport of the Crown from the Nabob 
They lamented, that an unufual commiffion had been granted, 
without any communication with themfelves , and confequently 
without previous, fteps being taken, for the prevention of thofe jea_ 
loufies, which might naturally be fuppofed to anfe from fuch cir- 
cumftances * Though they did not chufe thea to deny the right of 
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the Crown to fend reprefentatives to its allies, they infinuated, that 
the rights and privileges of the Company refted upon as high autho- 
rity as the King’s commiffion j: Thefe fentiments, eKpreffed to their 
Servants prove, that they had already made applications to Govern- 
ment, for the redelivering the fugitive Nabob into the hands of his 
former keepers 

In a country toffed by fadion, and ftunned by clamour, miniflers 
deftitutc of ambition, and fond of eafe, too frequently become little 
folicitous, about the honour qf the ftate. When the dog of difeontent 
growls at the door of the Cabinet, they throw to him a fragment of 
the prerogative, as a fop, to procure his filence , and, with a pernici- 
ous want of dignity, they hope to diminifli their cares, by lelfening 
their authonty. This torpid difpofition of mind is terrified at an ex- 
tenfion of power, as it is accompanied by an increafe of labour , and in- 
formation IS difagreeable and irkfome, as it may bring on the trouble 
of doing juftice Each demand, for circumfcribing the confequence 
of the ftate and the rights of the crown, is heard by fuch men with 
avidity, as every diminution of power contrads the circle of public 
bufincfs This ruinous fyftem of frigid policy, they endeavour to im- 
pofe upon the wmrld under the name of moderation , but, by profe- 
cuting It too far, the honour of the ftate is tarniflied, and the pledged 
faith of the foNcreign violated. 

The Eaft-India Company might have felt this felf-denying princi- 
ple in government, almoft during the whole of the prefent reign. 
That Company had obtained countiies, provinces, and kingdoms, 
under the protcdion and alTifted by the power of the ftate But go- 
vernment, inftcad of afterting the State’s claim of fovercignty, feemed 
afraid to qucftion the Company’s rights, for fear the trouble of a 
revenue of near fix millions a year fliould fall into their own hands. 
The anxiety of the Court of Dircdors, about a royal commiffion to 
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Indian princes, was \ain and fuperfluous. The ftate had permitted 
them to rife from the rank of fub]c<fls to that of fovereigns, to hold 
dominions more cxtcnfivc, and fcarcely kfs \aluable, than its own, 
to maintain an army more numerous than that of Great-Britain , to 
appoint their relations, dependents and fervants, to offices of more 
power and emolument, than any in the gift of the Crown , to carry 
infolence and oppreffion to every quarter of Afia , to dethrone 
princes, and to inveft mean perfons with the pomp and authority of 
royalty. It was, therefore, highly improbable, that a government 
fo indulgent to the Company, would refufe one poor Nabob to his 
former lords. It accordingly happened, that when the Diredlors 
muftered fufficient courage to demand the truant, the royal commif- 
fion was immediately withdraw n , and he was delivered into their 
Ziands, to be puniflicd for his credulity in the fupport of govern- 
ment, as well as his defcdlion from the authority of the Company. 

But had the ro}aI commiffion continued m India, unlefs the pro- 
mife of the Crown to redrefs grievances, and to draw clear lines be- 
tween the power of the Nabob and that of the Company, had been 
alfo performed, it was not worth the price of the flieep-Ikm, on 
which It was written. Though the managers of the affairs of the 
Company, both in England and abroad, W'ere at firft alarmed, they 
foon found, that a commiffion, neither fupported nor followed by an 
enquiry, was no more than a paper-kite, fufpended over their heads 
Unfortunately for the Nabob, having been accuftomed to the validity 
of feals in India, he repofed implicit confidence in the faith of that 
of Great-Britain This confidence was encouraged and confirmed, 
by the paper-war, which was carried on between the plenipoten- 
tiaries and the Prefidency , for he was then to learn, that the autho- 
rity of a king, to which his principles had anneved the idea of in- 
Mncibility, w'as defiined to 5ield to that of trading fubjedls 

The contefl; by letters, between Sir John Lindfay and the Prefi- 
dency, which had begun, foon aftei his arrival in July 1770, had 
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languiflied in the courfe of the fummer of I77r When Sir John 
Lindfay left the coaft m Oftober, he was fiicceeded in his differences 
with the Prefidency, as well as in his powers to the Nabob, by Sir 
Robert Harland. That plenipotentiary, either impreffed with the in- 
juftice of the Company to the Nabob, or anxious to acquire his confi- 
dence, by an appearance of zeal, efpoufed his caufe, with a vehemence, 
which created obftruftions to its progrefs, by its own rapidity’^* 
The Nabob, impreffed by fears from the Marattas, or gained by their 
promifes, had £hewn a great eagernefs, for an alliance with that na- 
tion, for more than a year. The Prefidency, on the other hand, 
either afraid of Hyder All, or bound by fecret promifes to that chief, 
had oppofed the alliance; and, with perfeverance, and perhaps with 
prudence, had hitherto adhered to a neutrality J*. The Ma- 
rattas had wooed them, as the lion does his mate, mixing threats 
with courtlhip Hyder was extremely polite , and as they had fmarted 
under his force, his prefent kindnefs acquired value from the me- 
mory of former injuries ijl. They thought it, therefore, expedient 
to fupport Hyder Ah againft the Marattas, “ provided the revenues 
“ and refources of the Carnatic were under their controul § ” The 
refult, however, was, that neither Hyder nor the Marattas were af- 
fifted. The latter, willing to gam five lacks of rupees j|, which the 
Rajah of Tanjore had engaged to pay, upon condition of their in- 
vading the Carnatic entered the paffes before the end of the year 
1771. To fave his country, from the ravages of thofe marauders, 
the Nabob was obliged to pay down a confiderable fum of money, 
befides prefents of jewels, fire-arms and elephants J. 


• Vide Roaj’s Appendix, No. XVIII. p. 
415, 416. &c 

Ibid p 1401 

t Ibid p 13S7, & palEm. 
i Ibid 

H ibid p IJ94, 
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111 the correfpondence, between the plenipotentiary and the Prefl- ^ p.' 


dcncy, relative to the Marattas, the former explained, in ample v- 


terms, the right, which the Nabob had, to rely on the proteftion of Harkmi ex- 
liis Majefty and the fupport of the Crown. “ In the Nabob’s pre- 
fent circumftaiiccs (fays Sir Robert Harland), he claims the royal 
protcdion, fo often promifcd to him, by his late Majefty George ontheCrown. 
the Second, and repeated by his prefent Majefty, our fovereign, 

“ in feveral letters addrelTed to his Highnefs, ftrongly expreffive of 
“ the greateft fnendftiip and moft perfeft regard for him and his 
“ family At the fame time, he throws himfelf upon the nation for 
proteftion, agreeable to his cxpedtations, from the eleventh article 
“ of the treaty with France and Spam in 1 763 f.” Having fpea- 
lied the Nabob’s right to the fupport of the ftate, he animadverts Heammad- 
with fe\erity, on the oppofition given, by the Company’s fervants, j/abufyof' 
to that fupport. Having demanded an account of their tranfaftions 
vith the country powers, they had told him, that they “ could not, 

“ coiififtcntly with their truft, render an account of their conduft to 
“ him, or to any but a conftitutional power :j: ’’ This expreffion, 
appearing to deny the authority of his commiftion, threw the pleni- 
potentiary into a violent rage. “ Your charge feems to me (he faid) Heaccufes 
to be diredly pointed at the royal authority, and the undoubted 'uro^uLa'nd 
rights of the Crown When you take upon you to cenfure a 
meafure, which is the facred privilege of majefty, and the confti- 
“ tutional right of our fovereign, let me tell you, it is very unbe- 
“ coming. It IS prefumptuous, it is arrogant § ” 

This angry language terrified the Prefidcncy, and, by raifing the They are ter- 
hopes of the Nabob, led that unfortunate Prince into error He 
could no longer doubt of the permanent fupport of a Cro\^n, whofe 
authonfed fervant had irntated the Company beyond their common 
pitch of forgivcnefs. In proportion as the Nabob’s evpeOiations of 


nfied. 


i Rous’s 'tpf endue, No. XYin p 416 J Ibid p. 419. 
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royal favour mcreafed; the confidence of the Prefidency, m their 
own fafety, dimmiflied. “ The heavy charge brought againft us,’’ 
they faid, “ evidently fliews what is intended againft us, and ren- 
“ ders any attempt to juftify our conduct to Sir Robert Harland im- 
“ proper ; as it is neceflary we fhould referve our defence, until we 
“ are called upon to make it in a legal and conftitutional courfe 
Trivial as thefe circumftances are in themfelves, they deferve to be 
recorded, as they influenced the condu£t of the Nabob , and con- 
fequently the fubfequent meafures of the Company 

During thefe difputes between the Plenipotentiary and the Prefi- 
dency, the latter were meditating an expedition againft the Greater 
and Leffer Marawars, Polygars dependent on the government of the 
Carnatic. The country of Marawar, as has been already mentioned, 
depended anciently on the province of Madura, which was itfelf 
fubjefl to the Rajah of Tritchmopoly, long before the country fell 
by conqueft into the hands of the Mahommedans. The ftate of 
the fubjedion of the Marawars to the government of Tritchmopoly 
was, that they paid a certain annual tribute , and brought, upon re- 
quifition, a certain number of troops into the field, at their own ex- 
pence, when their fuperior was engaged in warf. In cafe of either 
negleft or difobedience of orders they were fined, like other Zemin- 
dars ; and when they fent a lefs force than the eftablifhed number 
of troops, government ufed to levy a proportionable fum upon the 
revenues of their countries During the troubles which fucceeded 
the death of Anwar-ul-dien, father of the prefent Nabob, the Ma- 
rawars paid little attention to the government of the Carnatic. 
When peace was reftored, they foraetimes fent fmall prefents, but 
no regular tribute, to the Nabob , but, in time of war, they neither 
fent troops nor furnifhed money for the general defence. When 
the Rajah of Tanjore invaded their territories in the beginning of 


• Roq ’s Appendix, No XVIII p 21. 


t Ibid No XXVI p 941 
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I’j’jiy tlic\ ow nccl ihcir errors .'ind profefled their entire fubmiflion 
to the N^bob•j. , but, though the evpcdiiion agninh Tanjorc was 
parti) undertaken on their account, they furniQicd neither troops 
nor prow'ions during the fiege, when required by their fupenor, in 
teims ot their tenure and dependence § > 

Kaiunadapornm, the capital of the Greater Marawar, is fituatcd 
on tIuU point of the continent which adianccs ncarcfl to the ifland 
of Ceelon 11 That of the Nalcooty Polygar, or LcfTcr Marawar, is 
cilhd Tripaiorc"' The firfl lies at the diHance of little more than 
one hundred miles to the South of Tntchinopoly , the latter is forty 
miles nearer to the lan.-nienlioncd city' The tuo Marawars could 
bring, upon an emergency, twenty thoufand men into the field f, 
hut their troops, like thofe of other Pol) gars, were rather a rabble, 
than foldicrs Ha\ ing recen cd intelligence of the intended espedition, 
they ancmblcd their native troops m the beginning of March 1772 , 
and entering into a treaty with the Dutch, the Prcfidcncy of Nega- 
patam promifcd to write to the Governor of Colombo, for fifteen 
hundred Europeans and as many Malays The hofiile appearance 
of the Marattas on the borders of the Carnatic, had fufpended the 
expedition for more than feven months ; but that fear being re- 
moved, orders were iflucd to General Smith to march, wuth the 
troops in the South, againft the refractory Polygars. The plan and 
conduct of the expedition were left entirely to the General But, as 
the Company only aCted as fi lends and allies to the Nabob, nego- 
tiation and treaty were left wholly to that Prince §§ The Prefi- 
dency, at the fame time that they own, that the right of peace and 
war was veiled in the Nabob, infinuatcd to the General, that he 

J Rou'X Aprciidi\, No X\I p 577 * Ibii) 

^ lb d Ko WVI p 94: 946 f Ibid 

11 Ibid No \\VI p 95c Jt Ibid p. 9j: 

® lb d, §5 Ibid p 956. 
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ought not to agree to any treaty till the Polygars were enurely re- 
duced II 

General Smith, having marched from Tritchinopoly on the nth 
of May 1772, before the end of the month fat down before Ramna- 
daporam^. The town being ill fortified and worfe defended, was 
taken by aflault, on the ad of June, with very inconfiderable lofs on 
the fide of the vidlors f. As the plunder of the place, by the laws 
of war, became the property of the captors, the Nabob’s eldeft fon, 
who attended Geneial Smith, on the part of his father, m the expe- 
dition, agreed to pay a ftipulated fum to the army for the right to 
the fpoilj The other forts belonging to the Greater Marawar foon 
followed the fate of the capital § General Smith then direfled his 
maich againft the Polygar of Nalcooty, or the Lefler Marawar. 
That unfortunate Polygar fell a vidlim to the negligence of his own 
Vackeels, who had negotiated a treaty of fubmiffion with the young 
Nabob Lieutenant-colonel Bonjour, wdiom the Prefidency had ordered 
to proceed from Madura with a detachment, tofupport the operations 
of the mam army, was advancing with hafty Andes towards the refi- 
dence of the Little Marawar When the ferms of the treaty were 
fettled, General Smith delivered letters to be fent, by the Polygar’s 
agents, to flop the progrefs of'Bonjour But they delayed to fend the 
letters ; and the refult was, that the Lieutenant-colonel attacked the 
ftrong poft into which the Lefler Marawar had retired ^ , and in the 
alTault the Polygar was flam -j- The death of the Leffer Mara-war left 
his whole country to the entire difpofal of the 'vidlors. This event 
happened on the a5lh of June 1772 §§. 

The expedition agamfl; Tanjore m the year 1771* had rather 
irritated than humbled the Rajah. The letaming of the fort of 


II Rous’s Appendix, No. XXVI p 956. 
• Ibid p 989 
.(■ Ibid p 950, 

1 Ibu' p 998. 

§ Ibid p IC02 


Ibid 1085 
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Vellum, which had been intended by the Prefidcncy as a check on 
Tuljaji'', Ind liurt his pride and rouzed his refentment. He, 
therefore, refufed to permit provifions to be earned to the plate, 
alleging, “ That the llipulation \Yas merely the ccfTion of the fort, 
“ which could by no means be conftrued as an engagement to ren- 
“ der Its maiket flouriniing To this quibble, in evafion of the 
late agreement with his fupci;ior, he added ferious and dangerous 
Jntiigues for difturbing the peace of the Carnatic. In the month 
of [unc 1 7 72, he was known to negotiate with the Marattas, and 
to ha\ e offered to that government ten lacks of rupees, upon con- 
dition of their fending an army of horfe to his aid ijl. The objedls 
the Rajah wifhed to obtain by the affiftance of the Marattas were, 
“ the rcdudlion of Vellum, the re^o\al of the Nabob’s people m 
“ the affigiicd lands from bis country, and an acquittal of the 
“ Pcifhcufli§” Thofe rafh fcheraes were entirely planned by the 
llajah himfelf, for, as he knew that both Mona-ji and the Dob- 
beer^ would difluade him from meafures likely to involve him in 
inextricable difficulties, he carried on this negotiation fecretly, by 
his mean dependents and vulgar friends Whilft he folicited fo- 
reign enemies to invade the Carnatic, he received, protedfed, and 
encouraged the fuguive Polygars of the Marawar country, who 
were meditating new difl urbances 4- 

In the beginning of 1773, Rajah feems to have re-admitted 
into a degree of his confidence Huffein Chan Soor, the Mahommedan 
fifherman, who had been his mimfter during a part of the year 
1770 11 Se\eral other perfons of mean birth and abilities planned 
his meafures and fliarcd his favours The friends of the expelled 
Marawars flattering his vanity and inflaming his paffions hy their 

• Rous’s Appcnai-^, No XXVII p iico IT Ibid 

" 1 - Ibid p 1C99, HOP 4 - Ibid p 1101,1102. 

t Ibid p 107S Rlbid.p 1104.1106, 
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intiigucs, endeavoured to obtain his aid to leftore their affairs. 
Having applied to Hyder Ah for a force to recover their refpeftivc 
poffeffions, that chief told them, “ That he knew who tbey were, 
“ but that, if they vrould bring him a letter fiom the Rajah of Tan- 
“ jore, he would then agree to give them fome affiftance"^ ” Hav- 
ing carried this intelligence to Tulja-ji, he agreed, with joy, 
to give them a favourable and full letter, agreeably to their utmoft 
wifhes He received, at the fame time, into his capital, with great 
ceremony and civility, VencataNarrain, theVackeel of Hyder f. The 
Vackecl promifed, m his mailer’s name, that immediately, on his 
return to Seringapatam, from an expedition in which he was then 
engaged, he would fend and promote the afliftance of the Ma- 
rattas ijl To prevent a difcovery, the Rajah difmiffed the Vackeel, 
after loading him with marks of refpefl: , whilft, at the fame time, 
he wrote letters to the Maratta government, full of the moft 
flattering expreffions § But whilft he was planning meafures 
of danger, he was bufy in difgr^cing fuch of his old fervants, as 
were poffeffed of abilities to carry them into execution. He de- 
prived Mona-ji, not only of all power, but his allowance from go- 
vernment, except two villages, which that chief poffeffed by way 
of Jaghire ||. Huffein Chan Soor, the fifherman, fo often men- 
tioned, rofe in favour, in proportion as Mona-ji declined. This 
vulgar ftatefman, deriving boldnefs from ignorance, advifcd the Ra- 
jah to with-hold the money due to the Nabob, and fet that prince 
at open defiance ^T. 

Secret intelligence of thefe tranfadlions was received at Madras 
in the month of April, and that part of the intrigues of Tulja-ji, 
which regarded the Marattas, was fully difcovercd in May, by Mr 
Moftyn, the Company’s refident at the court of Poonah. In a letter 


• Rous’s Append)'^, No. XXVII. p. iioj 
I Ibid 

X ibid, p I icr 


of 


§ Ibid 
|l Ibid 
Ibid 



THE E AST-INDIA^COIMPANY 


217 


of tlic 14th of Mav, Mr ]\Ioft}n informs the Prcfidency at Fort 
St. George, tint a Go7amic, by name Mohim Geer, applied to the 
hlaratta goxernment, as Vackcel from the Rajah of Tanjorc, 
for lca^e to rule ten ihoiifand horfc, \\liich he made no fecrct 
^^crc to be cmplo)cd againfl; the Nabob of the Carnatic’'. The 
fame intelligence had been convejed, on the Cth of May, by Mr. 
IMofljn, to his immediate fiipcriors, the Prcfidency of Bombay -j*. 
Though the Maratta go\crnmcnt yielded, at firfl:, to the Rajah’s 
requeft, by means of prefents to feme of the minifters, the levying 
the troops aaas afterwards ftopt, by the influence of Sacaram Bapoo, 
aaho pointed out the bad confcquences, which might attend the 
mcafure , but the Vackcel of the Rajah ftill retained hopes, as he 
had received no pofitive denial 

AVhilft the Rajah’s cmiflanes xiere employed m foliciting the af- 
fiftancc of the Marattas, he himfelf ufed every art of entreaty and 
pcrfuafion, to gain the fupport of Hyder Ah He fent for Vencata 
Narain, the Vackcel of that chief, and told him, that he had no 
other protestor, but his mailer § That no union, no friendfliip, 
no cordial alliance could ever fubfift between himfelf, the Nabob 
and the Englifli Company That it was incumbent on Hyder to 
come with his whole force, and that he himfelf would colledl his 
own forces and join him, as well as the expelled Polygars of Ma- 
rawar and Nalcooty, who were all his allies That, as their fuccefs 
againfl: the Nabob and the Company admitted of little doubt, the 
proMnees of Madura and Tinnevelly might be eafily taken, which 
two countries fhould be made over to Hyder for his afliflance, to- 
gether with fome fupphes of money The Rajah earneflly folicited 
the Vackcel to write to his mafter, in the mofl pcrfliafive terms, 
to prevail upon him to advance fpcedilv, wuth his whole force. He, 

• Rons s Apf cnJif, No \ it If p i icy J Ibid 
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C l^A P. at the fame time and to the fame purpofe, wrote a long letter to 

« — > Hyder himfelf ; and to give more weight to the negociation, the 

Hyder’san- old Dobbeer, or Duan, wrote another letter ||. To thefe letters Hy- 
der fent an anfwer defiring to know, how much ready money the 
Rajah would give ? By what means he propofed to take and cede 
over to him the provinces of Madura and Tinnevelly ? What friends 

he had in thofe countries ? Who of the Polygars were his allies * ? 

That he mull determine, on all thefe circumftances, and inform him 
of the refult of the whole f 

He deviates Thoueh the intrigues of Tulia-ii, with the Marattas and Hyder 
from hi5 duty All, were not likely to produce any lenous or immediate eitedt, their 
exiftence proved the dangerous and reftlefs condudt of that Rajah. 
During his applications for affiftance beyond the limits of the Car- 
natic, he deviated, in almoft every point, from his duty, as a de- 
pendent on that country In the expedition againft the two Ma- 
rawars, he chofe to negledl to obey the requifition of his fuperior, 
He had aided fQj. affiftance of his troops ± on the contrary, he difmifled a 

the Maravvar ^ ^ 

part of his cavalry, that they might affift the Polygars, without the 
appearance of his being concerned § When thofe chiefs, by their 
own folly in refufing the equitable terms offered by the Nabob, had 
fuffered the extremities of war and were expelled, the Rajah not 
only admitted the fugitives into his country, but encouraged them 
to raife difturbances This circumftance forced the Nabob to keep 
an army, in the territories of the Marawars, at an expence, be- 
yond the amount of the revenue 'ff. The Rajah had engaged, in the- 
agreement figned, fealed andTworn to, at the gates of Tanjorej,. 
in Oftober 1771, to refufe his protedtion to the runaway Polygars 
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of Warnor-pollara and Ahanore, and to reftore their effeds. But 
he not only detained their effects, but had afligned them a place of 
refuge, in the diftrid of Cumcurrura belonging to Tanjore. He 
permitted, or rather perfuaded the Collones of his own country to 
make incurfions, into the province of Tntchmopoly , and to drive 
the cattle of the inhabitants away He negledled to difcharge the 
debt due to the Company, for their Paddy, which he had feized, in 
the year 1771 , and he obftruQed, by vanous difficulties and troubles, 
the Engliffi garnfon at Vellum, from being regularly fupplied with 
proTifions ![. Though he was in confiderable arrears to the Nabob 
he appears to have been in no want of money, by the fums, which 
he had offered, and adually fent, to other powers, to induce them 
to invade the Carnatic 4-. 

Determined to fupport his difobedience and refraftory conduct to- 
wards his fupenor, the Rajah entered into a negociation, with Dutch 
and Danifli fadtones on the coaft, to fupply him with money, upon 
mortgages on fome diftrids of his country He had refolved to 
obtain a confiderable loan from Goland Moodaly, ‘‘ who was Dubaffi 
“ to moft of the great folks at Madras Had he purfued 
this plan, with more conftancy, and to a much larger extent, the 
great folks, who were the matters of Goland Moodely, might 
have had an interett, in overlooking for fome time longer his defigns. 
But Tulja-ji, though not more faithlefs, was lefs prudent, than his 
father Pretaupa Sing, who had always an expert agent at Madras to 
negociate a loan, when he wifhed to obtam a favour But the prefent 
Rajah chofe rather to enter into dangerous connexions, with the 
Dutch, than to negociate with the Engiilh Prefidency Thefe con- 
nexions were deeply rooted, and, therefore, full of perd to the 

J Rons’j Appendix, Iso XXtlL p me. • Ib d p iiio, 
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C H^A P Company, as well as the Nabob. The latter had written to the Ge-' 
neral of Batavia, complaining of his fubordinates at Negapatnam, 


Governor of 

Batavia avows for alTifting the Rajah , but that governor avowed, that in mpport- 
theRdjah”°^ ing that Rajah, the fadtory “ had done no more than they were 
“ bound to do by their engagements , and that in conforming to 
“ thofe engagements, they had done right if ” Whilft the Rajah 
Was bufy in breaking every article of the agreement of 1771, the 
Nabob not only adhered to the terms, but feemed willing to eftabhfh 
friendfhip and perpetuate harmony, between himfelf and his valTal §. 
ThePrtfiden- The intrigues of Tulja-ji, hia avowed difregard of the agreement 
exp^eduion a" ^77^j alliances abroad, his preparations for war at home, in- 
duced the Prefidency to liften to the requifition of the Nabob, for 
the afliftance of the Company to reduce entirely an inmate fo dan- 
geious to the peace'and fecurity of the Carnatic Mr Du 'Pre, who 
had been Prefident during the firft expedition againft Tanjore, 
had refigned the government, and returned to Europe, in the end 
of February 1 773 , and Mr Haftmgs, who had been defigned to 
fucceed him in the chair, had left ihe coaft, more "than a year before 
Mr. Du Pre’s departure, to take upon him ‘the government of Ben- 
Mr Wynch gal. Mr. Wynch, the fecond in Council, had fucceeded Mr Du Pre, 

had fucceeded » _ 

Mr Du Pre as govemor ; and it was to him the requifition of the Nabob, rela- 
vernment' tive to the redudlion of Tanjore, was made The Seledl Committee, 
The treat) of in deliberating On the fubjed, declared, that the treaty of 176a had 
nulUnrloid'^ been cancelled, by the condud of theRajah, which obliged the gua- 
rantees of that treaty to take up arms, and enter into a folemn war )|, 
That It is eftabhfhed by the law of nations, that when a rupture 
happens, all treaties between the contending parties, prior to that 
rupture, are thereby difannulled, or at lead: fufpended , and that upon 
a reftoration of peace, the former treaties may be reftored, but not 
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v.ithout being tnmed, to theftate m winch they were before the rup- 
ture, or that otliers run) be fubflitutcd an their place ‘i). That the 
trcat\ of 1702 \ 15 ) fo fir from haiing been rcllorcd by the agree- 
me n, wlucli had terminated the war of J/Ji* that it was not e\en 
me.U’oncd or alluded to, in tint agreement Tliat, at the commence- 
ment ot the expedition, the Prelidcncy had promifed and agreed, 
not to interfere in an) ncgociations between the Nabob and the Ra- 
i^li , but to Iea\c the whole to be fettled bv the former^ That the 
Kal ob had aiRuall) fettled the whole, witliout a fingle allufion to 
the treity of 176; That, upon the whole, as war, which extin- 
guiihes all treatrec, had intenencd, the Company could not be con- 
fielered, is gua-'antees to a treat}, which no longer exiRed 

I'hough the mcalurcs of the Prcfidcncv, who were icHcd with the 
who^c cxccutnc powers of ilicCompany, were, m \\ic\t political ca- 
p'c<t,, dccifnc, ind when they regarded the country powers irhe- 
vcc-i)LF, their irguing upon c\cr) point was necclTar), for the 
information of their liiperiors, and important to themfelves, as the 
rcafons adsanced might be proper grounds of cenfure, or a juft 
foundation for ipidiufe Cut, neither in the prefent cafe, nor in 
an) other, boond the trading powers, granted to the Company by 
charter, are the morncs, rcafons or arguments of the fervants of the 
Compani to be admitted, b) the difpafiionatc, as a juftification of 
V rong mcafurcs, or a confirmation of thoft, w Inch w ere right. This 
obfereation is, by no means, mide to iniahdatc thejuftnefs of their 
reafonings upon the treat) of 1762 Had the Rajah and his ancef- 
tors been independent, from all antiquity, on the goiernmcnt of the 
Carnatic, his intriguing with foreign powers toimade that country, 
his raifing difturbancc^ within Us limits, his known deGgn to join 
ana of its eicntual enemies t, the danger of that defign, from the 
fuuation of his country ‘‘ in the heart of the proMnee J,*’ would 
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not only render it juftifiable, but, from felf-prefervation, neceflary^ 
in the Nabob, to prevent the intended mifchief, by the power, which 
Providence had placed in his hands. The Prefldency joining, or re- 
fufing to join, could alter, in no degree orrefpefl, the nature of the 
cafe. They had no claim to appear, as principals in the war, they 
had no right to decide upon its iflue. The only thing of which they 
were the competent judges was the expediency of the meafure, with 
regard to the interefts of their conftituents. That this expediency 
exifted, IS apparent from the ftate of things, as well as from their 
own declaration. If their mailers thought otherwife, they had a 
right to cenfure, to fufpend, to difmifs their fervants , but they had 
no right to interfere, none to reverfe the effe£t of the meafure, in 
which thofe fervants had only affifted, as mere auxiliaries of a coun- 
try power. 

The Prefidency were fo fenfible of the expediency of the expedi- 
tion againft Tanjore, that it is apparent, from their own minutes, 
they were much more eager for that meafure, than the Nabob 
That prince, dividing his fears between Hyder and the Marattas, the 
allies of the Rajah, was unwilling to rifque the ruin of his own 
country, from an invafion made by either of thofe powers, by an 
expedition of uncertain event, againft Tanjore ‘f It was known, 
that the objedt of each of thofe powers was to take Tanjore into pof- 
feflioD, and not under protedlion J , and the march of the Nabob’s 
forces againft the place would probably be a fignal, for their invading 
his dominions The Nabob, therefore, declared that he was unwil- 
ing to prefs a fervice of fuch danger, unlefs it fuited in every refpe£t 
the Company’s affairs § He promifed, however, to find the re- 
fourccs, in the fame proportion, as during the laft fiege. He de- 
clared his doubt of the event, as the Rajah, befides his connexion 


• Roui’j Appendix, No XXVII p 1124 
t Ibid 


t Ibid p 1IZ2, 
Ibid 


With 
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witli llic country powers, was in fricnciniip with the French, and 
had promifcs of afTiflance, from the Danifli fa£lory of Tranquebar 
The Scicil; Comnutte rcprcfcntcd to the Nabob, that m cafe the ck- 
pcdition agamft Tanjorc fliould take place at all, it ought to be un- 
dertaken, in tune fufficicnt to bring it to a conclufion, before the 
felting in of the rams ■] They, at the fame lime, rcfolvcd m ihcir 
minuies, ihat ” it uas proper and ticccjfary that the c\pcditioa 
“ againd Tanjorc be undertaken , and that the prefent opportunity, 
“ all circumflanccs confidcred, is the mofl favourable for carrying 
“ the fame into execution % " The refolution of the Scledt Com- 
mitlcc was confirmed, by the Council at large, on the 29th of June 
1773. In their minutes upon the fubjed, they recapitulated old 
arguments and ad\anccd new They agreed, that as the treaty of 
1762. was annulled and cKUnguiflicd, by an intervening war, fol- 
lowed by another treaty, in which the Company were not mention- 
ed , that “ all idea of the CMflcncc of a guarantee was removed ’» 
The), therefore, founded the au\iliary affiflancc, which they pro- 
pofed to gi\c on the e\pcdiency, and even ncccfTity of the mcafure § 
Tliough the Members of Council, who planned, or rather urged 
the fccond c\pcdition againft Tanjorc, have been reviled, cenfured, 
and ftigmatizcd b) the Dircdors of the year 1775, that enlightened 
body could not ba\c, with any juflicc, accufed their fubje£ls of ne- 
glcifling the intcrefts of the Compan), in their (lipulations with the 
Nabob They infifted, that he lliould not only pay for the future^ 
but replace the pay already iffucd to three thoufand Seapoys, which, 
the Prcfidcncy had thought proper to levy fomc time before || But 
as to the Nabob’s promiflory prefent of ten lacks of Pagodas ^ to the 
Company, the Governor declared, that he made no condition for, nor 

• Rouj’j Appendix, No XVII Ibid p 1123 1773 Rous’j Append w, No. XXVII p 1 129, 

d Ibid 1 13c, 1 131 

t Ibid, p Illy P Ibid p 1118 

i Vide p^Ciin Confulution, June 29th, ? 400,000} 
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claim of, any thing , but that whatever his Highnefs, out of his 
good-will and friendfhip, fliould be pleafed to offer, he would will- 
ingly receive it for the Company In return for thefe grants, on 
the part of the Nabob, the Prefidency engaged to fupport him in his 
expedition againft Tanjore, With a large army, to place the fort, 
when taken, either by capitulation or ftorm, in his hands, with the 
ftores and effeds which might be found in the place. But they de- 
clared, that fhould it be taken by ftorm, the plunder fhould become 
the property of the captors, by the lifage of war f 

The preparations of the Prefidency, for taking the field, could 
not long remain unknown to the Rajah. Having fome time before 
difgraced and confined Mona-ji, at the requeft of his vulgar para- 
Ctes, he had, as early as the month of May endeavoured to re- 
concile the mind of that aged Chief, as the only perfon fit to manage 
his afi^airs, in times of difficulty and danger. Mona-ji endeavoured 
to excufe himfelf, by alleging, “ That he was now befet with old 
“ age and infirmity, and had no abilities left § ” But being foothed, 
flattered, and threatened by the Rajah, he, at firft, took the com- 
mand of a body of five hundred horfe, and one thoufand Sepoys |(^ 
and on the loth of July, he was placed at the head of the army •![. 
The capital was, in the mean time, placed in the beft ffate of de- 
fence"'^. More than twenty thoufand men, of various kinds, were 
m arms J. The French of Pondicherry amufed the Rajah with hopes 
of cfFedtual afliftance §§. The Dutch of Negapatnam, and even 
thofe of Ceylon, were fincerely-in his intereft, and the fupport of it 
favoured their own The Danes of Tranquebar, as well as the 


•Mr Wynch ufes the very words of Mr 
Du Pic, on a like occafior, Sept i8ih, 1771, 
Ibid p 1145 
flbid p 1145 

t May zSth, 1773 Ibid p 1113 
§ Ibid 
1] Ibid 


^Ilbid p 1151 
*• Ibid 

4 - Tlie force of Tanjore, in the beginning of 
AuguTl, 1773, amounted to twenty ore thou- 
fand nine bundled tliirty-tbree men Ibid p 
1167, 1 168 

{^Ifaid p 1145 1158,1160 1167 
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Dutch on the Coafl:*, affifted him with menf, money, and war- 
like {lores. The uncle of the King of Candia, having arrived at 
Negapatnam, fent a Vackeel to the Rajah, and promifed aid:};. The 
Dutch obtained in mortgage from him Nagore, Trivalore, and Vi- 
derniam, for an hundred and fifty thoufand Pagodas , and he or- 
dered his Vackeel, at Negapatnam, to fell entirely, for thirty thou- 
fand more, the villages and grounds, for which the Dutch had till 
then paid rent §. Hyder All, having alTembled a force at Dunde- 
gul, fent afTurances that he would alTift the Rajah, when the army 
fhould move againft Tanjore ([ The Dutch having hoifted their 
colours at Nagore, fupplied the Rajah with guns, military ftores^ 
and men, from Nagapatnam , and, in fhort, every preparation was 
made for the fecunty of Tanjore, which the Rajah feemed deter- 
mined to defend to the laft extremity V. 

General Smith having encamped the army, in the plain of Tnt- 
chinopoly, m the end of July, entered the province of Tanjore, in 
the beginning of Augufl The firft hofldities commenced on the 
6th of that month, when the Nabob’s cavalry defeated a body of the 
enemy, with conGderable lofs, near the walls of Tanjore J On the 
2oth ground was broke before the place , but the batteries, for 
making a breach, were not opened till the 27th of Auguft •fj. A 
detail of the fiege is unimportant in itfelf, and unnecelTary to the 
purpofe of this work On the 17th of September, a pradhcable 
breach being made, Tanjore was rather furpnfed than flormed, at 
twelve of the clock at noon, when the fun was moft intenfely hot j 


CHAP. 

VII 

Dares and 
Dutch affilt 
him with 
men, money, 

&.C 

He mortgages 
feveral di- 
UnQs to the 
Dutch 


They fuppir 
the Raja with 
military 
Rotes. 


Army 
so arches 


Ground 
broke be- 
fore Tanjore, 
Auguft 20th 


Place taken. 
Sept 17 th 


• Rous’* Appendix, No XXt^K p u^ 6 , 
+ lbid p 1152 
' t Ibid p 1150 1152 
5 Ibid p 1150 

II Ibid, p 1152. 1153 u8i 1191. 

Ibid. p. 1153. 

The dangerous conneflion of the Rajah, 
with the Dntch, is proved by the following ex- 
trafl of a letter, from the Governor General of 
Batana, to the Nabob, dated July 261b, 177*' 
“ Conceriung the afiiftance of warlike ftores. 


“ given by thole of Coromandel to the Rajah 
“ of Tanjore, I lhall demand acconnt from Ne- 
“ gapatnam Meanwhile ferves to your Rxcel- 
“ lency’s information, that the Netherlandilh 
“ Company Hands in alliance with that prince, 
“ and that the duty offaithful confederates re- 
“ quires to allift one another, in cafe of nc- 
“ celSty ” 

4. Ibid p 1174. 

•• Ibid p 1193 
tf Ibid, p, I2CO. 
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and the gainfon, confiftingof twenty thoufand fighting men ex- 
cept a few, not expeding an attack, “ had retired from the breach 
to their houfes to eat rice §” The Rajah and his family, with 
Mona-ji, together with his fons, were made pnfoners , and the Na- 
bob having agreed to pay a ftipulated fum to the army for the plun- 
der, the place was faved from the devafiation and rapine, which 
ufually attend a conquefl: acquired by alfaultH. 

Whilft Tanjore was preffed by a fiege, the Dutch Prefidency of 
Negapatnam took pofieffion of Nagore, a confiderable fea-port, be- 
longing to the province of Tanjore IT, together with feveral valuable 
diftrids, on the pretence of having purchafcd them from the Rajah. 
To fupport their ufurpation, they had alfemblcd a confiderable body 
of troops in the neighbourhood of Nagore, to defend their new ac- 
quifitions. The Nabob, after reprefenting the invalidity of thofe 
tranfadions, between his tributary and the Dutch, and likewife 
the bad confequences, which might refult to his government, and 
confequently to the Company, from the addition of influence 
and confequence, which any other European power in India might 
derive fiom teriitorial pofleflions, requefted the alfiflance of the 
- troops to recover the alienated diftrids, fliould the Dutch refufe to 
relinquifh their claims in an amicable manner d- But the Prefi- 

dency, though fenfible of the danger and inconvenience of per- 
mitting any other Company to increafe their power on the coaft, 
fhewed an unwillingnefs to adopt a meafure, wdiich might be con- 
flrudled into a violation of treaties fubfifting between the Crown of 
Great Britain and the States of the United Provinces * They con- 
fulted therefore, Sir Robert Harland, his Majefly's Minifter Pleni- 
potentiary, on that fubjeft , and he gave it clearly as his opinion,, 
that “ the Company’s affifting the Nabob, in recovering lands un- 
“ juftly alienated by his Feudatory, could be confidered, m no re- 


rr Rous s Appendix, p 1216 
§ Ibid Iso XXII p 1217, 1218. 
H Ibid p 1217 


^ Ibid p 1362. 
4 Ibid 
Ibid. 
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fpc£l, as an infringement of treaties, which could not have re- 

“ garded any encroachments wantonly made on dominions, to the > 

“ difpofil of \^ hicli the Cro’o n, much lefs the Company, had no right 
“ That as the Prcfidencv, as au\iliarics, had actually anfifted the Na- 
“ bob, in the rediidion of Tanjore, it \\as equally incumibent upon 
“ them to gi\c their aid to put him in pofTefTion of the country de- 
“ pendent on that capital That he himfclf, as the reprcfentative of 
“ the King of Croat Britain, ^^ould have no objcflion to affifi: the 
“ Company with the force under his command, fhould it be re- 
“ quircd "I' ” 

The Prcfidcnc) were fcnfiblc, “ that from the fyfleiii of govern- Cendnaof 
i‘ ment, and the nature of tenures In India, the Rajah of Tanjore, ^ 

“ not being Loid Paramount of Ins country, but tributary to the 
“ Nabob, had no right to alienate any part of his lands, without 
“ the confent of his Liege Lord, the Ruler of the Carnatic Payen- 
t* ghaut*",” but notvvithflanding this rcfolution of the Prefidency> 
the army, who c\pc£ted little benefit from a contefl: wnth Europe- 
ans, fliewed an apparent unwillingnefs to proceed on that fervice , 
and “ confequently, nothing was done with fpuut § ” Accounts of 
this unwillingnefs were foon carried to Negapatnam , and the Dutch 
became confequently obfbnatc *![ The troops were, at length, pre- 
vailed on to proceed, but with a peculiar refinement on the opera- 
tions of war The Nabob’s troops were placed in the front, to ex- 
pel the Dutch , and thofe of the Company were only to affifi:, in 
cafe of neceffity, hoping, by this fubterfuge, to feem not to have 
adled againfi: the Dutch This conceit was praQifed with fuch a iSfiairs fet- 
minute ceremony, that fome of the Company’s Officers, who led 
the Nabob’s cavalry, “ unfaffied, and declared themfelves off 

f Rojs’s Appendix, No XXVII p 1363 S Sir Robert Hartand to the Secretat) of 
^ Ibid p 1368 Stale, Oa jpth, 1773 

J Ibid No XXVII palTra, y Ibid 
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“ duty § ” But the Dutch thought proper to relieve them from 
their embarraflment, by relinquifhing the territory and town of Na_' 
gore to the Nabob, upon his replacing the- money which they had 
paid to the Rajah II . 

Thus fell Tanjore into the hands of the Nabob of the Carnatic, 
by a regular conqueft accompliflied in a folemn and neceffary war 
To the inconteflible right which that Prince acquired by this event, 
to the territory of his dangerous and rebellious feudatory, was added 
the fandlion of the King of Great-Britain, not only in the perfon of 
his reprefentative adting in India by the authority of the great feal, 
but even by his Majefty’s perfonal approbation of the meafure. 
Sir Robert Harland had ordered, at the defire of the Prcfidcncv, 
two of his Majefty’s fhips, the Dolphin and the Swallow, to bring 
troops and ftores from Mafulipatam, to alTift at the redudtion of Tan- 
jore. He, at the fame tune, fignified to the Governor and Council, 
That ftiould they find it expedient for the prefent fervicc, he was 
ready to land the marine forces under his command to do duty in 
the garrifons or to adt m the field He aflured them, that fliould 
they judge it neceflary to require any further affiftance of his Ma- 
jefty’s fliips, or of the force under his command, they had only to 
fignify their withes; as he was well-difpofed to co-operate with them, 
in every thing, for the public good His Majefty had approved 
of the firft expedition againft Tanjore, in a letter under his own 
hand , and it may confequeutly be inferred, that he approved of the 
fecond expedition, which was founded upon the fame grounds of 
juftice, expediency, and neceflity The words m his Majefty’s letter 
to the Nabob, which is dated April 7 , I772t> thefc . “ It gave 
“ us fatisfa£tion to hear, that the Governor and Council of Madras 

5 Rous’s Appendix, No XXVIL pafllm * Rous’s Appendix, No. XXVII p 1 134, 

I The Honourable Company have agreed, m 1135 
their late difpatches, to accept from the Rajah f Papers pnblithed by the Company in 1777, 
the town and dilbiUs thus rebought by the vol 3. p iv 
Nabob ' 
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“ had fcnt the Company’s troops with yours to reduce your tri- 
“ butary tlie Rajali of Tanjorc to obedience, in which we hope, by 
“ the blcfling of God, they will be fucccfslul J ’’ 

To this approbation of tlie Crown and afliftancc of its Plenipo- 
tentiary, with rcfpctR to the mcafurcs againft Tanjorc, w'as added 
the acquicfccncc of the Court of Dirc£lors, if in their cafe, as in that 
of others, the old addage may be applied, that “ Silence is confent ’’ 
They had not c\cn been filent on this fubjefl, for the e\pedition 
of the year 1771 differed in no rcfpcfl, in its caufc and objedt, from 
that of 1773. The Court of Dircdtors had been fully and regularly 
informed of the motives which had induced the Prefidency to give 
the alTiftancc of the Company to the Nabob, in the firfi; of thofe ex- 
peditions, and they had appro\ed of e\ery' part of the condudl of 
the Prefidency down to the month of January 1772 § On the 20th 
of September 1773, juft three days after the taking ofTanjore, the 
Prefident and Council informed the Diredtors, that they had been 
unanimous in their opinion in fa\our of the mcafurc, for the reafons 
ftt forth in their proceedings |I This difpatch was received in 
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J It IS thought pnner to throw th- who]' 
of the let er into tin ni.tc a' it caotaios I mt: 
of thofe tolemn iTuranccs of fuppoit, \ hi'h 
theCro\n is hc-nJ n licnour a' wtll aiintc- 
reft, to gi\c to tin. Nabob 

'• George the Tli’id, "> c ic i.c To Nabob 
'* Wal’eiah, ic iN'abob of Atco anJ the 
“ Carralic. ’ 

•* We reccised with picafurc aour Ic ter, m 
“ which )ou captefs to ui tour gratitude for 
“ the adait-onal nasal force w'ikii wc hare 
*' fcnt for aour fccuritt, - \ae 1 as that of tur 
" Lalt India Compan), and aojr CO riorncr, 
“ thatwc fhall tri-d lu the I'eps of our ro)al 
“ granefather, by pmrting pkotiction 
“ to \ou and aour lam K Wc haaegoen 
“ our Ccmin-nder in Cl lef a"d ricnijOcn- 
“ tatj. Sir Robe t Ilailand, our inflruiPions 
“ for that purpolc, and \\c flatter cuife'aci 


'* that he will rcconale the differecces which 
“ base arifcn between you and the Compan) ’s 
feraants ag-infl your mutual intertft It 
“ gate us rau^fiflion to hear that the Governor 
and Council of Madia' had lent the Com* 
pa")’! troops with yours to ttduce your 
“ TRicoTaRy, the Kajah of Tanjore, to obc- 
■* d cnee, in aahich, wc hope, by the blcQIng of 
“ God, they aail] be fuceef ful , and fo wc bid 
“ you Lrcaac!, aaifh ng health and profperity 
“ toaou nd your family 

•• Oiacn at our Court at St James’s, the 
•• 7th day ot April 1772, in the rath 
“ year cf Our reign 

“ Your afFcdlionate fnend, 

•‘GEORGE, je ” 
§ Vide thanks of the Court to Mr Du Pre, 
Aogull J77 j Mr Du Pie’s Vindication, lalt 

Fax': 

II Rod’s ^ppendu, No XXVII p 1361 

London 
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London on the 26th of Match iy/4^, three weeks at leaft before 
the latter fhips of the feafon failed foi India. On the 24th ^ and 
a9th of 0 £lober J773, the Prefidency tranfmitted an account of 
their tranfaftionS} and the motives of their condudl, relative to the 
conqueft of Tanjore, to the Court of Diretflors, and both thofe 
difpatches came to the India Houfe, on the sdtli of March 1774‘j' 
The Seledl Committee, on the 29th of Odlobci 1773, entered into 
a detail of the motives and reafons which weighed with them in the 
refolution which they had taken toaffifl the Nabob in reducing Tanjore, 
fending, at the fame time, a copy of their proceedings to the Com- 
pany , and “ we truft,” fay they, “ that oiu condudl will mjset 
“ with your approbation This letter was alfo received on the 
26th of March 17745, but though the Court of Diredlor^ were 
poflefled of the whole mateiials, and had fome weeks to deliberate 
on the fubjedl, before the failing of the latter fliips, they remained 
totally filent 

Though, in the courfe of the fummer 1774, feveral other dif- 
patches, relative to the conqueft of Tanjore and the fubfequent mea- 
fures, which arofe from that tranfadlion, the Court of Diredlors 
entered into no examination, formed no refolution, made even no 
mention at all of the fubjedl They pafled it over as a matter of 
courfe, an event which had arifen from expediency, and even ne- 
ceffity , a tranfadlion, which had been the natural confequence of 
the Company’s connexion with the Nabob, and the propriety ot 
fupporting the rights and dignity of his government, over his vaf- 
fals, according to their own uniform and repeated orders to their 
fervants [j. The winter of 1774, and the firft two months of 
1775', pafled away, in the fame filent approbation of the condudl of 

ft Rous’s Appendix, No p 1361 J Ibid p 1367. 

* Ibid § Ibid p 1366 

|- tbid. p 1364. II March 17, 1769 dllarch 23, 1770, S.C 
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ihc Prcficlcncy of Fort St George, relatuc to the conqueft of Tan- 

jorc The Diredors of 1773 had, in the moll; public and decifive ’ ^ f 

manner, appro\ed of the expedition of >771, v.hich differed neither 
in iuRkc nor propriety from that of 1773 They had thanked 
Mr, Du Pre, \\ho had concerted and executed the mcafure, for his 
eminent fcr\ ices to the Company, in e^erj* part of his condu£t, 
during his go\ernmcnt, and, in particular, in his support of the 
rights of the Nabob They had rewarded Mr Haflings, who 
had been Second m Council at Fort St George, when the expedition 
of 1771 was planned and executed, with the government of Ben- 
gal For near thirteen months after intelligence of taking Tanjore 
was received, at the India-Houfe, the Court of Diredlors, like their 
predccelfors in 1773, feem to ha\e entirely approicd of the mea- 
furc, b\ their total filencc on the fubjc£t It was not till the 12th 
of April, 17751 the very day on which the Court of Proprietors 
■were met to chufe new Direftors, that the old difapproied, cen- 
f'lr^d, R.gmatizcd, and reverfed not only the meafures of their pre- 
dccciTor; but cicn their own How and from whence this fjdden 
light fell on the India-Koufe, and kindled m the m.nds of the 
Directors, when their power was juft expiring, fuch a fervour 
for lufticc, IS Icfs important, than it is difficult to explain 

The more points, in which the fubject of Tanjore is viewed, 
the lefs dcfcnciblc will the fubfequent conduCc of the Directors of 
177; appear It has been already p-oved, bevond the power of a 
luft reply, that Mahommed Ali pofeiTcd the onlv fovereign authonty -■f'- 

in the Carnatic. That the Company, neither by charter nor even 
by ufurpanon, erher could pofiefs, or even pretended to hold any 
fovereigntv 111 that country That in no war, which either the 
G tobfdicnce or ambition of the Nabob’s vefla^s might k’ndle, or 
render abfolutely necefiar’-, the Company had any r.ght to appear, 
as pnnc.pais That, bv their connection with Mahominea A]> their ' “ 

intereft in the fecunty of his goyernment, they thought themfeives 
2 beard 
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bound in duty to appear as his allies, vrhen he found himfelf 
obliged to take the field againfl foreign invaders or refradlory 
fubjetCls That the fervants of the Company abroad never claimed 
any other title to themfelves, than that of allies, nor to their troops 
but that of auxiliaries to the government of the Carnatic. That, 
in the two expeditions againft Tanjoie, the Prefidency had been uni- 
formly careful to mention, m almoft all their minutes on the fub- 
jed, that their forces were only auxiliaries in the Nabob's army. 
That, as they had laid no claim to the war, as their own, they'had 
moft folemnly relinquiflied every idea of having any right to the 
making of peace. That, in the firft expedition, they were fo fen- 
fible of their own want of every right to mtcrfeie, they acquiefced 
in a treaty, which they declared to be infecure , and withdrew their 
troops from the walls of Tanjore, when a pra£licable breach was 
made That, when the expedition of 1773 was undertaken, the 
Governor and Council, who were veiled with definitive powers rela- 
tive to all agreements with Indian princes, difavowed every claim to 
any conqueft, that might be made. That having accordingly af- 
filled the Nabob in making a conquell, that conqueft was folemnly 
and irrevocably veiled in that prince, as the acknowldged principal 
in the war. That, when a territory is acquired m a regular and 
folemn war, by any power, that power has the moft decided, the 
moft indifputable and irreverfiblc title to that conqueft, by the law 
of nature and nations. That, by the fame law, both the vidlor and 
his alTigns are to be defended in the polTelfion of whatever he has 
taken from his enemies f That, lliould any other power difpofc 
of territories acquired, by the rights of conqueft, fuch interference 
Would amount to ailual hoftilities, and place the injuring party in a 
Hate of war witli the party injured That, fliould the fubjedls of 

) 

■|- Plato de Leg lib i Aripot de Repub vij cap 5 Grot Iib iii, cap 6 fc£l. 2 
Jib 1 cap 4. Xenophon de Infl. Cjr lib, Puflendorf, Jib, vn. cap, 7 feU 3 
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arty other power, under any pretence whatfoever, feize or alter the 
polTeflion of any conquen;, fuch power is bound by the law of na- 
ture and nations, to punifli its offending fubjedts, and to make, 
from their effeds, due reparation to him, whom they had difpof- 
fcfTcd of his undoubted and acknowledged rights. That, fhould 
the ftatc whofe fubjeds the offenders are, either negled or refufe to 
bnng them to juftice, fuch ffate •uould commit a violation of the 
treaties fubfifting between it and the injured power ; and be fur- 
ther acceffory to a flagrant and unpardonable breach of public 
faith, fliould It overlook the injufticc done to an ally, by fuch 
offenders, for any dcfpicablc advantage to be derived from them, 
to itfcif. 
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T he Eaft India Company, ever fince their firfl: inftitution, 
had induftnoufly, and, till lately, very fuccefsfully, covered 
their tranfaftions with a veil of fecrecy , which few had the curio- 
fity, and fewer flill the means to penetrate This maxim of myf- 
tery naturally fprung from the jealous principles of commerce, 
which hopes to preclude rivals, by a fupprelTion of its profits When 
flates and kingdoms, by fcarcely accountable revolutions, came un- 
der the management of the Company, the filence, which had been 
thought iicceflary for preferving commercial advantages, was tranf- 
ferred to a ftill more neceflary bufinefs, the concealment of plunder. 
The principal fervants, having fabricated fortunes under a myfte- 
nous cloud, had an interefl in remaining quiet, and the fear of dif- 
miffion, and confequently of ruin, deterred thofe in inferior ftations - 
from divulging that fmall portion of the delinquency of their fupc- 
riors, vhich fell within their knowledge Befides, the enviable 
fituation of tyranny and pillage, was a pnze in the wheel, into 
which they had thrown their own lots, and even a kind of mif- 
placed honour fometimcs prevented men of principle from detecting 
peculation, injuftice, and vice, to avoid the difgrace, which the 
world has, perhaps injudicioufly, annexed to the charadcr of an 
informer 


Trc li'cc 
f ** l l'* ft c c 


The difiancc of the fccnc of iniquity naturally dimini/Iied the im- 
prtiTion nndc by ^ ague reports of cri.ncs , and the national ciirio- 
5 Cty, 
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fity, with regard to the afFairs of the Eaftj \’ias leffened by the 
national averfion to a monopoly, which precludes the people at large 
from their natural rights to univerfal commerce The plunder of 
Afia, in a manner, brought the firfl; authentic accounts of Afiatic 
revolutions to Europe. Mankind began to enquire, “ how, and 
“ whence fuch fplendor came and when they faw, that perfons of 
mean parts had amafled great and fudden riches, they naturally 
fufpeCted, that rapacity, injuftice and tyranny had fupplied their 
want of talents. Inftead of prudently brooding over their ill-got 
hoards, the Company’s fervants, upon their return from their pro- 
vinces, flew in the face of nobility itfelf, rivalled it in the poffeffion 
of lands, outftripped it in diffipation, oftentation, and luxury , and 
fometimes overcame it in parliamentary influence Jealoufy and 
refentment, W'hich are too often more powerful paffions, than a de- 
fire of redrefling the injured, excited a degree of revenge Some 
men of talents, who precipitately thought, that national indigna- 
tion might produce national juftice, unveiled fome of the fountains 
of corruption in the Eafl:. Their difcoveries were heard with atten- 
tion by the nation , but a benumbed ftate feconded not the ardour 
of the people, for reftoring public honour, by exhibiting examples 
of public juflice. 

An enquiry into abufes, when it is not followed by animadver- 
fion and punifhment, inftead of reprefling vice, produces a larger 
crop of delinquency The Company’s fervants in the Eaft, inftead 
of “ Ihortening their hands from vice,” if an Afiatic expreffion may 
be ufed, on an Afiatic fubjedt, “ lengthened” them to every adt of 
infolence and opprefiSon Their -mafters in the Weft, finding that 
the ftorm, which threatened the mifmanagements of the Company^ 
had diflipated without Falling, flew m the face of a ftate, which, 
from its inadivity, they had great reafon to defpife When the 
fear of future punifliment was removed, former rancour and ani- 
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mofity returned. To partake of the injuftice, if not to £hare m the 
peculations of their fervants, a Court of Diredtors, not only re*- 
tlie decifions verfed the moft folemn and decifive meafures of their predeceflbrs 
deceiToX&c ^ office, but invaded and fruftrated the mofl: facred engagements: 

of the ftate. Some writers of fpirit and information took arms in 
the caufe of humanity and juftice. They dragged forth the delin- 
quents from the cloud, m which they had involved themfelves, and 
brought them bound to the tribunal of the public The public, 
before fentence was pafled, ffiewed a laudable inclination to hear 
the culprits, in their own defence. 

They under- The Court of Directors undertook this defence, with an appear- 
owD defence, ance of convidion of their own integrity and the reditude of their 
meafures , a circumftance calculated to impofe upon the world. 
In a public advertifement % they affured their conftituenta and the 
Promifetore- nation at large, *' That from the materials' before them, they had 
charges, or to not the Icaft doubt of refuting the heavy charges brought againft 
office^'**' “ them, which, could they be proved, would not only render them 
unfit to-condud the affairs of the Company, but utterly unworthy 
“ of every degree of public truft and confidence ” To fupport 
this precipitate declaration, they proceeded to what they called a 
defence of their condud. But, when they ought to have ftated 
their cafe in the plain and fimple garb which confcious integrity 
They over- and truth always chufe and love, they overwhelmed and frightened 
fru^hrenthe the nation, with many enormous volumes, printed from the heavy 
public with contradidory records of the Company The Diredors, by this 

voiume«ofrc- clumfy artifice, hoped, perhaps, to create a general difguft againff a 
Hopctodif- fubjed, which few had abilities and fcarcely any the perfeverance to 
tl'nagamit cxpifcatc, in fuch a confufed mafs. Under the cover of a dull and 
the fubjeft torpid publication, they thought they had fecured a fafe retreat from 
further cenfure. This Afiatic mud-fort formed of confultations, 


•■March 26th, 1777. 
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difliatclic;, and countr) corrcfpondenccs, ^^c ha\c ftormcd, with 
kl's dinger than libour, and, \ic truH, vie ha\c had the good for- 
tune to difcomfit an auL.iaid enemy, b} turnii g on him his own 
artillcr) 

Though the Court of Eafl India DircQors liave failed, m their 
folcmn engagements to the public, to juflify their own condu£l re- 
laiuc to their bclniiour towards the Nabob of Arcot and the pre- 
tended j redorition of Tanjorc, it is feared, that “ by crawling over 
“ the fubjcvfl, they hue rendered it difgiiftful to the generality 
“ of readers, by the flimc of their hcaiy papers ” Our apprehen- 
fions on that head will rcndci it perhaps necefiary to recapitulate 
fomc capital point*;, whicli haic been more dilTufcly e\amined and 
proied in the preceding part of this work Where any doubts may 
anfe in the mind of the render of this chapter, he is referred to the 
pages in which the fubjc<5l is treated at large, under the evidence of 
unqueflionablc authorities. In fhort, inflcad of following the ex- 
ample of our opponents, v hofc ob\ious intention has been to reflore 
the tranfadions of the Company to their original obfeunty and un- 
certainty, we fhall cndcanour to denclope truth, and to prefent her, 
in her natine fimplicity, before the eve of the public Whatever the 
dccifion of tliat public may be on the fubjefl, we fhall think ourfelves 
fullicicntly rewarded by the confaoufnefs of having expofed im- 
QUITY and fupported justice. 

It has appeared that the Eafl: India Companvi which was firft 
formed in a period of time unfavourable to commerce, had carried 
into Its original inflitution and management, the narrow principles 
of mean traders i That the managers of their affairs at home had 

We Ciill hixcocc Cor hereifterlo ihe-x, of P an agaxat the Nabob to protno e an 
lha the re'’o'il on cf ro mihftandicg aaflxon cf ccmpticn in the Carnatic 

t'-c ponpo-5 virce e-p efied in ibe orde i of J Hifor- and i lacagetntnt efthe EaR Irdia 
Apnl la I"',. Tax but a c eel roeke-v of Companx.p, S la, 13 
tha R.aj.b, xxbo baa been onlx raiied aa a fgc-c 
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vei y early ufurped an abfolute dominion over the ftock-holders ; and 
had, by private contrails, unjuft dedudlions, and iniquitous frauds, 
embezzled their property §. That their principal fervants abroad, ' 
following the example of their fupenors, or obeying their orders ||^ 
had been guilty of treachery to the natives of India, and of aits of 
cruelty, injuftice, and oppreilion to their fellow-fubjeils That 
when they were called to account by the Great Mogul for their in- 
juftice to his fubjeits, their conduit in adverfity was as mean, ab- 
jeit, and fubmilTive, as their infolence and haughtinefs had been 
intolerable in,profperity That when the mifmanagements of the 
Company forced, in a manner, their affairs into parliamentary dif- 
cuffion, they were deteited in perverting public juftice, by corrupt- 
ing the venal and bribing the profligate*]'. That, after the two 
Companies were united, in the beginning of the prefent century, 
the fame attention to felf-intereft, the fame eager purfuit of perfonal 
gain, continued among the leaders at home; and the fame tyranny, 
circumvention, and fraud, among the principal fervants abroad 
That when the Company, by various revolutions in Afia, afeended 
from the condition of traders to that of sovereigns, they mul- 
tiplied their ails of injuflice, in proportion to the extent of their 
power §. That though fome men of talents and fome of integrity, 
had frequently the management of affairs at home and abroad, few 
of thefe could divefl: themfelves of the confined principles of avarice 
and felf-intereftednefs II That inftead of behaving themfelves like 
dutiful fubjeils to the flate, with whofe juft authority the real 
interefts of the Company are clofely and infeparably connedled, the 

§ Hillory and Management of the Eaft India f P 17 Journals of 'he Commons, April 
Company, p 13 1^95 

II Ibid p 14 J P 19, 20, 21, &c Hams, vol ii Dodf- 

^ Ibid p I4> 15 Hamilton, vol i Har- ley, vol 11 Hamilton, paUim 
ns, \ol II. Dodllcy, vol ii Univ Hilt § Vide the whole of this work, with the un- 
vol X doubted authorities on which it IS founded, 

• P 16 Hamilton, \ol i || P 160, ct pafllm. ■’ 
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rmnngcrs of their .nffairs infultcd the commifTion of their Sovereign, ^ ^ A P 
difrcgirclcd the public faith, and trampled upon a national guaran- t— -v—— > 
tec That thefe principles, as they proceed chiefly ffom radical 

, _ Their con- 

dcfcfls in the conflitiition of ilie Compaii), call aloud for the cor- duft calls 
reeling hand of the Icgiflaturc, to prc\cnt future mifchiefs by new co°r-c£i?ny ° 
icguhtions, if not to punifli former delinquencies 

In the courfe of the preceding \^ork, it has been proved, that The) um- 
the Company’s fer\ants unilormly were coiifidcrcd and owned [hemfeUcs"' 
themfehes the fubjc£ls of the Mogul, in all parts of that mo- 
narch’s dominions, where the) pofrcfTcd fcttlements^ That, efpe- 
ciall) in the Canniic, when they took up arms, upon any occafion, 
thc\ a\owcd that they only performed their duty, as fubjefts of the 
Mogul empire, according to their original condition and tenure m 
the country and the fundamental principles of the Mogul govern- 
ment t That they confidered and alw'ays acknowledged the Na- They ac- 
bob of Arcot, as the mediate power, between them and the Mogul, thc°Na'il^b‘^ 
to whom their allegiance and fupport w^as due, as faithful and ap- 
proacd fubjcfls I That they knew' and owned, that Mahommed 
Ah, the prefent Nabob of the Carnatic, was the law^ful Nabob 
of that count^^ , by the free and legal Saneds of the Mogul, as well 
as of his deput) , the viceroy of the Dccan § That they looked 
upon the Trench Company, who had been cflabliflied in the Car- 
natic, on the very fame fooling with thcrafelvcs, in the light of 
KnBLL':, for Carrying on war againft Mahommed Ah 1| That, jn touhomthey 
the perfon of llicir governor, Mr Pigot, they fignified their wifli 
“ to carry on their bufinefs, wither that prince’s protedion, as they 


P c'' HmItiiI cn, \''l 1 Rnui ’5 Ap- J lIuJ 

p J No Ip I, IliJ p 9 tioicmor § lliid 

jrtit 10 I’lc iicrc'i Dcpjtics, Feb 15111, |j Gditrnor Ssonclcrs, Feb 15th, 
i 55 ,.Ir Pipnt to N I'job, rtLC;urt 5th, 1759 Ln rcnce’j Na:iai:\c, 5 
"t P 11; Got cn or Saundtr*^, ubi Tupra, 
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“ did tindet that of former Subadars"*’* That, upon the whole, 
as no revolution has happened m the Carnatic, no breach upon the 
legal appointment of Mahommed Ah, to the government of that 
country, the Company and their fervants ftill continue, in the 
lame relation to that Nabob, as they had uniformly Hood with re- 
gard to his predeceflbrs and to himfelf. That, in the double ca- 
pacity of fubjeds to Great Britain, and to the government of the 
country, where the fettlement is placed, the Company, neither had 
nor have any nght, to become principals in any war , and that they 
can only appear, as allies, auxiliaries or mercenaries. That m 
none of thefe characters, they have any right whatfoever to either 
the pofleffion or the difpofal of conquefts ; and, that their claiming 
the one or arrogating the other is a Tiolation of their duty, as fub- 
jeds of Great Britain, as well as of the country government. 

To demonftrate the indifputed right of the Mogul to the Car- 
natic and all its dependencies, by conqueft, the hiftory of that coun- 
try has been -deduced from the earlieft times It has been provedj 
that, as early as the year 1310 -f-, a Gentoo prince reigned in th£ " 
Carnatic, who was fovereign of the provinces of Canara, Myfore, 
Travancore, Tanjore, Mara va, and Madurai};. That this prince, 
to defend himfelf againft the incurfions of the Mahommedans, had 
built the city of Bigenagur^, in the mountains, about eighty geo- 
metrical miles to the fouth-eaft of Goa ||. That this city, which 
gave Its name to the kingdom of which it was the capital, was at- 
tacked and taken, in the year 1565, by the united force of the four 
Mahommedan principalities of the Decan That, in a war which 
commenced in 1650, the whole Carnatic was entirely reduced under 
the yoke of the Mahommedan kings of Bijapour and Telhngana "f-f. 


• Mr. Pi£Ot to the Nabob, Aug 5th, 1759, 
and June 23d, 1760. 

P 142 Dow, vol 1 
j DeFarii, vol 1 p 95 vol 11 p 83 142 


§ Dow, vol I 

II Lertres Edifiantes, tom xxiii 
** De Faria, p, 352 
tj- Dow, voL HI. 
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That in the years 1686 and '16B7, the emperor Aurungzebe con- 
quered tlie kingdoms of Bijapour and Tcllingana. That the Naigs 
ofT/WjoRr, by lliat conquefli became feudatories and vaflals of 
tlic empire That about the }car 1696, nine years after the re- 
dinTlion of the kingdoms of Dijapour' and Tcllingana, one Ecko-ji, 
a hi a rat tn, fervant to the king of Bijapour, haMng been called by 
the hereditary Naig of Tanjorc to his afiiflancc, feizcd the country, 
aahich he had been called to defend ‘‘Tliat the Mogul Nabob of 

I ' r 

the Carnatic reduced Sahu-ji, thc-Ton of the ufurper, to an abfolute 
dependence on the empire That the Nabob impbfed upon the 
\anquiflied Sahii-ji, an annual tribute of thirt}’- lacks of rupees |j 
That, in confideration of that fum and his entire 'fubmiflion to the 


mandates of the Mogul, that monarch conferred upon him the title 
of Rajah, by an impcnal Phirman That, during an Arregular 

fuccelTion 


t P s?, S’ ' 

§ P 57 
11 575 

• Ci’-tlrarTr/rcr- Nsl b 7 abphuiarCanir Ba~ 
I cuJir, Nabeb cf tit Carnatic to Sabougte, 
the Scr cj Echo ji, NaigcrZer-tnJar oJ'T'arjcK 
“ I haic received >our obligation in wuting, 
cont'ining afruranecs of )oqr humilniion, fub- 
miffion, penitence, and dejcflion, and of jour 
avoiding )our former ontouard condufl, and 
not efTiHing Ramih, begging pardon fo')our 
part fault', and engaging to become a faitliful 
fubjciR of the Cmpirc, and alfo engaging to 
pa) an annual tribute of thirt) lack of rupees, 
tvvent) lack )ou will pa) now, with jewels and 
elephants, and ten the next tear , and in the 
room of furnidiing me with a force, )Ou will 
deliver up to me the forts of Pollamcoit-b, Cit- 
toners, and Tank, with their dilhiils , and 
alfi) Can'enanaegood) , Shcamull), 1 utlegoo- 
dvnar, Imrapoor, Eh amfoor, Haulcooret, and 
Pandalum, &.C which )cu took from Ram 
Rage, and further, begging lo have the gra- 
cious Phirmaun, pardoning )Our faults, and 

1 I 


giving )on the title of Rajah, and the Zerotn- 
darj ofTanjorc — Though jour faults, from 
the beginning to this time, do not merit for- 
givcncB, and b) the bleffing of God, the re- 
duflion of Tanjore vv is as good as accomplifh- 
ed, jetasthe Imperial court is repletei with 
mere) and forgivenefs, and the fervants there- 
of arc ever difpofcd to pardon ofFencis, con 
fidenng )our humiliation and fubmiffivc en- 
trcitics, 1 have agreed to jour propofal, on 
condition of jour difcharging the flipulated 
tribute, and not bj anj means afiiHing ihe 
rebellious Ramah — I have fvvorn 6j the King, 
who 1$ the fhadovv of the Moll High (for vvhofe 
fafetj majf thoufands give their lives) and hav- 
ing marked tins paper with the palm of my 
Innd, have fent it )ou, as an ifTurance that 
jou mi), in peace of mind and in confidence, 
difeharge jour tribute, deliver up the forts and 
diftrifls, avoid any conneilion with the rebel, 
and not aff in any manner whatfeever, con- 
tiaiy to orders, that we maj write to the 
prcfcnce of the King, and obtain for j on his 
gracious Phirmaun, gnnting jou forgivenefs 

of 
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fucceffion of the pofterity of Ecko-ji iq Tanjore, the fettled tribute 
was paid, and the feudatory fervices performed, by that country, 
for more than thirty years'}-. That, when the Rajah prp^ed re- 
frailory, his fupenor, the Nabob of Arcot, feized his country, as a 
forfeiture to the empire, and threw the revolted valT^l into prifon, 
as a punifliment for his contumacy J That, though the Rajah, 
during troubles, which ,arofe m the Carnatic, recovered his liberty 
and government, he continued fubjeft to the empire of the Moguls, 
and was accountable for his tribute and feudal duties to the Nabob 
of Arcot, the mediate power between him and the throne. 

, During the wars, which arofe,on the coaft of Coromandel, from 
the ambition of the French 'and the intrigues ofJVI. Dupleix, it has 
been fhewn, that the Rajah of Tanjore not ,only neglected to jiay 
his tribute, but aded a very undutiful and faithlefs part towards 


of )oar faults, and giving you the title of Ra- 
jah, and the Zemindary of Tanjore, — by 
v,hich you Will be honoured and exalted'” 

I 

7'ranjlation if an Obligation to Zulpbukar 
Ca-wn BabauJer, from Sauhougte, Zemin 
Car ofTanjort 

It having pleafed the mod high and 
mighty Zulphukar CSwn Nabob, to intend 
tal ing Tanjore from me SahoUgee, Zemindar 
thereof, — 1 do hereby promife and engage to 
aft differently f om mj former conduft, and to 
have no conncftion with, and give no aflidance 
to, Ram Rage, but feithfully and humbly to 
pav fubmiffion to the Imperial court 0 ^ his 
liigi Majedv, wn (.h is like Solomons in 
glon and magnifi''cncc , and being convinced 
t-’at remaining his f.iihful fubj'ft mud contri- 
bu'e to my prele-t an i futuit v/elfatc and ad- 
rr ire, I t'-ere^o'C fubmic rr f-F to his or- 
dc nnd piomi , o 1 »e *■ m as hn laffal , 
a"d I ha c a^rc i tj pas him a trioute of 
thirts utLs cf rLpe=. innuallj I vsill now 
ser ) lac'r 5 in ready monej, jcivels, and 
t teh-n >, and 1 will be anfwcrablc for ten 


lack ID the next year, and indead of fumilh* 
ing the faid Nabob, in his expedition againd 
Gingee, with a thoufand horfe and four thou- 
fand Sepoys from my troops (as was intended), 
I will deliver him up three forts, vix Pollam- 
cottah, Cittoners, and Tank, with their dif- 
trifts, and alfo Culmanargoodj , Shcemudj, 
Tuttegoodjnar, Imrapoor, Elvanfore, Hanl- 
coorchy and Pandalura, Sec which I took 
from Ram Rage , all which I give the faid 
Nabob as a tribute J hope, as a fervant of the 
Court, to rcceiie the gracious Phirmaun in 
my name, through the means of the faid Na- 
bob, giving to me the title of Rajah, and the 
Zemindary of Tanjore I promife that I iiill 
by ctery means, fupport a conneftion with the 
garrifons, v/hich are placed in the nci -con- 
quered countries , and I will not, in any re- 
fpefl, be guilty of difobedicncc, or deviate 

from the path of fubjeflion Given ihis 

yth of Shivaul, in the 38th year of his Ma- 
jedj '5 reign ” 

f Rous s Appendix, No IV p 70 

t P. Co. 


his 
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1 r>’['cr]or ihc Kilmli tiuI ihc 1 n"! fli Coinj'’*n} '' T!ial though ^ 
ht l.nt a force to allift them in 17^"-, i aft^r they had ob- ’w . — — * 

fm.td 1 nnnifen fiipcnont} , h) the juivlton of tlicMintta'' and 
AXlorcau": i Tint ulicn tlic) liaii ’od tint fiqKriont) in 1753, 
he a nufi-d tlicm w ith infidio n pro-ioi.-, \.hilil lie •Qt'r!l\ treated ,n 

v.iih vher c:u mie^ J T Int hn condtiel during tuc \ h )!e \ ar, •^^as F'’°‘ 


rut 


noted) nnilon4iK I’ecipti u hut that hcpisatLl lv i refp iniiod (_g c rerds 
\Mdi tt'C LiKma CMtcrtanied their ag.n nt iin c 1 nl ^ , lljpt provi- 

' ^ 1*1 cnem) 

iio n trom being lent to tlu I'nglilli anna, rnd dilconccrtcd their 
opcratiom 'I'lnt, lliough tlic I rcnch attached hib capital m 1758, 
he e'chihitcd marks oi aninmlit) againfl the Lnghfh, .and, 'vahen he 
thenight their fortune on the dcclu.r, when Madras was hclicgcd, 
he not onlv rcftifcd afTidancc to them and lu^ ftipenor, the Nabob, 
but treated tbcir reprefentatn c, M go’- Calitaud, witli c\cn mark 
of difrcfpcd .and contempt i"{ 1 hat, though the power of the French 

manifeni) dc>.hncd, when t!tc> were forced to raifc tlic ficgc of 
Madras, he not only rcftifcd affiflanec to his fupcrior the Nabob, but 
-nfv.cred the rcquefl of the Prcfidcncy with .a farcafm upon their 
condnJl ^ ^ 

No'w ithflanding the treat) of l 762, which fettled the tribute of Tan- Tr; rc:tv of 

i-S’r.iLs 

jorc, at let linn half the aim paid in the molt regular time', w as fo fa- no gr.-ti uco 
a n ir ib’e to Prctaiipa Sing, it has appeared, that be lhc\\ cd fo little in- 
(.mao ■’O to be puiiclual, in performing his part of the terms, that no- 
uut his terror from the troops, marching to the ficgc of Madura, 

1 icucc ’.im to paa Ins fccond Kifl §§ When, upon the death ''i-cccjJed o^ 

' ctaapa, 1 P.c.aibcr i~63l||], his fon Tul)a-ji fuccccucd to the 
'1 1 .1C inr"o LJ on his father’s obflinacy and crimes Having 

> •• I TWftncc' iSarratir; 

T p UT -ft OrTf ro’ II p 

1 . Ui 1-, 'l’ 1 It 11) d p 4^65 

j ) " Roui'i Appendix, No \II' p 1S9 

' II 11 Ibid p SS, Sg 
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removed the legitimate branches of his own family, either by the 
dagger or bowl ((, he formed a clofe connexion and eftablifhed a fe- 
cret correfpondence, with Ifoph Chan, then in atStual rebellion, and 
befieged in Madura, by the Nabob and Englifh *11 When a war 
was kindled between Hyder All and the Enghfli, the Rajah, though 
he had obtained, at the time, favours from the Prefidency, affifted 
their enemy with money §§ When that chief invaded the Carna- 
tic in 1769, Tulja-ji affifted him with money and provifions |:j:, 
which enabled him to carry the war to the gates of Madras, and to 
conclude a peace on his own terms. -Hyder Ah was fo fenfible of 
the Rajah’s fervices, and the Rajah fo certain of the proteftion and 
affiftance of that chief, that Hyder infifted, his new ally, ftiould 
be comprehended in the treaty W, which he didlatcd, in a manner, 
to the Prefidency in April 1769 Though, the Prefidency, by a fub- 
terfuge, to which they endeavoured to affix a meaning ff, infifted 
upon including the Rajah in the treaty, ns their friend, he did not 
confider himfelf in that light, but, on the contrary, depending upon 
the power of Hyder Ah, flopped the payment of the ftipulated tri- 
bute, which became due, juft three months after the treaty of April 
1769 was concluded 

It has appeared, that the Court of Directors were fo fenfible of 
the duplicity and treachery of the Rajah, and fo much iriitated at 
the whole of his condudl, that, on the J7th of March 1769, they 
fent pofitive oiders to the Prefidency, toaffift the Nabob in bringing 
to a fevere account his undutiful vaflal That the Couit plainly 
were of opinion, that the treaty of 1762 had not abridged any part 
of \\\(t conjiitutional rights oi the Carnatic over Tanjore That they 
confidered that country, as a part of the Carnatic, and its Rajah 


I) Rous’s Appendix, No XIII p jgS 

<51 I’ 147 
^ P lo-S 

It Mr Du Pic’s Vindication, p 15 
Ibid 


ft Ibid 

*• Rous’s Appendix, No XXV p 930 
• P 164, 165 Direflors to the GoverroC 
and Council, and to the Selett Comniiitce, 
March 17th, 1769 

only 
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otiI\ n A^niindar of that province I Tliat he had not onl) dc- 
lervtd clnllifcincnt for his condud , but that tlie Company were 
Imnul to ''‘lift the Nabob againft his refradorv feiidalor) j 
It has been (licwii, that the oftenftblc rcafon*’, for not c\e- 
cutinr: thofo oidcrs, jirncccdcd from circumftanccs vert diflercnt I', 
from anv amendment in the behaviour of the Raph Tliat the Pre- 
lidtncv, vvhov.c'c, bv no means, prejudiced in favour of the Na- 
bab, dcv-larcd that tlie Rajaii certainlv dtferved chaftifement, for 
Invim; alliftul the cnemv of the Carnatic, with monc) and piovi- 
fions, and for delaving the pav ment of the pcifticuifti, fettled bj the 
treatv of tyfui! Tliat, in the end of the )car 1770, the Rajah’s 
co-rclp irdencc with Hvdci and the Marattas, which two powers lie 
invited to an iinafion of the Cirnatic, was difcovcrcd, by the Prefi- 
denev, as veil as the Na’joh That, whilft he fohcitcd foreign 
enemies to attack the Nabob, he himfelf adually took up arms againfi: 
the dcjvnde.it'' and vallils of tint prince | That when tlie Englifii 
Pre'u'i It v.rote to the isaiah to fufpend hoftilitics, inftcad of paying 
•'iieiiiion to that ajipbcation, hcconvcvcd infult and impertinence, in 
li’s anf' cr That, upan the whole, the intrigues of the Rajah, 
vviih the avov td enemies of the Carnatic, his taking up arms againft 
the uepcndvPts of a prince, to whom he himfelf was tributary 
his breach o' tlie treatv of 176:, of which the Company were gua- 
rantees, his o-apofuion to the Enghfli commerce, Ins conncdion with 
Oihcr Ljropcan tado'ic, his avowed difobcdicncc to his fupenor, 
his ingra.itutiC to his protcelorc, lus behaviour in the late w’ar, the 
drnge'" that might rcfult from his known charadcr, in any future 
war, rendered it juft, cvpcdient and ncceffar}, to bring him to a 
fev ere account 

■> p if j f IbiJ 

- n,iJ •' Ibid No \\r P Giq 

t, 1 0 . Appirdix, No X v\ p -f f I’fcfidcnt to Nabob, 1 cb 2 cth, 1771 

j I! ,J • Kou ’3 Vppcndi'c, No XXII p 6 S 5 

k J No ' ^ 21 p vfo 

Though 
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Though the condutS: of the Rajah appeared to the Prefidency to 
merit the ultimate chaflifement of war, it lias beeu Ihewn, that the 
Nabob preferred negociation to hoAihty'j'. That when the dccifion 
of arms became neceffary he veAed his eldeA fon with powers, to 
accommodate matters with the Rajah § That w'hen an agent w^as 
fent With letters to Tanjore, from the Prefident, the General, and 
the young Nabob, Tulja-ji treated him with indignity, and his dif- 
patches with contempt jj. That notwithAanding, when a pradlica- 
ble breach was made, a peace was concluded, fo favouiable to the 
Pvajah, that the Prefidency exprelTed the higheA diffatisfadtion, on 
that head <}[. That, from the known chai after and views of Tulja-ji, 
It was the opinion of the PreAdency, that a fccond expedition againA 
Tanjore would foon become neccAary ^ , and that nothing fhort of 
the abfolute reduftion of the Rajah could preferve the peace of the 
Carnatic That this opinion was verified by the fubfequent conduft 
of the Rajah, who renew^ed his intrigues, with foreign powers, as 
foon as the guns, which had breached his walls, weie withdrawn 
from the batteries That he demanded fuccours from the Marat- 
tas ft, aflured Hyder, that he had no other proteftor promifed to 
afiiA that chief, in difmemhering the Carnatic ff , entered into in- 
trigues, treaties and agreements for a military nAlAance, with the 
Dutch of Negapatnam, Danes of Tranquebar §§, and French at Pon- 
dicherry iill That, inAead of treating the juA authority of Ins fupe- 
rior, with becoming refpeft, he had refufed, upon rcquifition, to 
afiiA him with tioops, in terms of his tenure That he received. 


f Pciiis’s Appcrdix, No > \II p CSf', 

C '<7 '93 

1 Ibid p piS 
§ F'l 1 p 7=1 

I Ibil No \Y 1 V p Sb 5 , S66 
r Ibid No aXII p Sci, Sc2 No 
\\1 p 9=9, 9io, 931 
4 ILiJ No Xkll p 709 


•-ILm Ni XV\ 934 No xxvir 

P 1 I ip 1 IC', I ''-9 

t M'l J S'' vv r 2 0 
•^ ) ) \o ^ \ ii p I j 1 1, ric 

lb ' 

Nid p 1113, L: 

I D- "ic’j \ , dlC3t 01, p-Tii 

Roji’ “ppcijiv, \o vR'> 'I f 1109 

protefted 
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prolCiHcd niul 'iJcJ P’l. ' cnrts cf the Nabob -j-, encouraged depre- 
dition': in Ills , •'rJ i.ci^lcdcd to pi) the monc) | |, ftipu- 

Iilcd In tlic ipuLniLiit, to tin. obferv nice ot whicli lit Jiad lolemnly 
Iworn, 111 tilt tm uh ot OJob^r i/Ji 

I pon the wlu'lt, u In'- btcn flicnn, that the IDjab, b) iMth- 
bolJiiig, for ni<uc tlnn two i cars the tribute flipuhtcd to be an- 
nin’!\ paid to the Nabob, bad broken the treat) of 1762, to uhich 
the CoTipanv ncrc guarantees 1 hat the Company v ere bound, by 
that treata, which tliC) thtmfcKcs had made, to affift the Nabob 
-gainO the Ra|ah [I[| Tliat, though the Rajah, as a tributary to the 
Carnatia., was in pifticc bound tofurnifli his quota of men and mo- 
iu\, towards the general defence, he refufed both, and afTiflcd the 
enemy. Tint the Prcfidcnca of Port St George, by tlic c\prcfs 
orders of their fupcnori, were obliged to give their afiiftance to the 
Nabob, in prcltraing the peace of the Carnatic, as well as the rights 
and diginta of Ins goaernment * That the dangerous intrjgucs, 
preparations, and tacn bonilitics of the Rajah had broken that peace 
of which lhc% aM.rc ihcgnirdnns ! That their duty to their fupc- 
riors, their engagements to the Nabob, and even fcif-prcfcraation if, 
forced tlicm to take the field That, when a war was once com- 
menced, the) couU oni) -’ppe-'r, as thca thcmfelvcs uniformly ac- 
Inowledgcd, in the 1 .^Iitcif a!! cr, auMiiancs or mercenaries That, 
in none of thole cln. aClc s the) poiftllcd, or pretended to pofiefs, 
ail) right to what rn du h^ oht’incd b) aielor) , except the plunder 
of places taken b) lb)- 11 , That, as 7 anjore was a part of the 
Carnatic, as being tiihutTN to that province, the keeping pofTeffion 
of tint place, v hen retiueed, or the gi'ing it to any other, than 


4 leu’ \ppcrd Vo ^ W II n II p 
•• lb i! p 1 1 ic 

tt l 3 ' 

I tJ Ne \ 1 ' 

l<, 1 > I No ' \' i '1 g 'If Dj Pre 5 
Af,e-dii, p.''i 


l| 1 rein cd Sept :cth, 1762 
* Leuc of March ipth, 1769 
t P iQj 'o; 

i Rou ’i Appendix, No \\\ II p iiiS 
' lb d p. 1 1 17 Sc pallim 
r Ibid 
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its lord paramount, the'Nabob, would have been, in the Cofhpany, 
a diredt infringement of the treaty of Pans, which guaranteed Ma- 
hommed Ah, in the entire and exclufive pofleffion of the whole 
country *![. That, granting Tanjore had not been a part of the Car- 
natic, a pofition which we deny, it became a part of that country, 
when it was conquered by the arms of the Nabob, in a neceflary, 
regular, and folemn war. That, as foon as it became a part of the 
Carnatic, by conqueft, which ife the leaft difputable of all rights, it 
immediately Pell under the fecurity of’ the treaty of Pans That 
nothing but another conqueft, or a voluntary ceflion of Tanjore, by 
the Nabob himfelf, could alienate it from that prince That the 
Company, by taking polTeflion of it, by keeping it for themfelves, ot 
transferring its revenue and government itp another, not only in- 
fringed the guarantee of the ftate, but committed an aft of private 
iDjuftice, if not robbery, which ought to be, and perhaps is, punifli- 
able by the laws of their country 4-. That, by reftonng Tanjore to 
the Rajah, or, what in faft is the cafe, their feizing it for themfelves, 
they broke a folemn con traft, concluded with the Nabob, under the, 
faith of their own feal ^ 

The merits of the cafe being ftated, it may not be improper, to 
contrail; the charafters of the perfons, principally concerned The 
Nabob of Arcot poffelfes the acknowledged and lawful fove- 
reignty of the whole Cainatic, by the fundamental laws of the Mo- 
gul empire, and by the regular and legal phirm^ns of all the fuccef- 
five emperors, who have fwayed the feeptre of Delhi, for thirty years. 
Tulja-ji IS defeended of an illegitimate branch of the family of a 
Maratta adventurer, who wrefted Tanjore, part of the Carnatic, 
by treachery, from the hereditary Naig, who was himfelf a vaflal to 


Vide iith article of the Treat) of Pans, bob paid to their army, as mtretnartes, a gift 
Feb 1-65 of fctcnlacLs of pagodas (280,000] ), befidea 

+ P 195 S. pafllm the enormous cxpenccsof the expedition 

* Under the faith of this con rail, the Na- 


thc 
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ilic Mor;ul Milmnunccl Alt lias adhered, without dc\iation, for 
more than tlnrt) acar-:, m the 1 iigltlli tmcrcR, and the EngliHi 
c'-tifc The lather of the Uaph, .atid alter liim the jircfe'iit Rajah, 
were, (hit mg that period, nnifnnnlj trcacIicioiiF, and often hoflile 
to then fiij'eiior, and alv. a)'; faithlcf. to his allies. The Nabob, 
bclidcs hi*^ other c\pcnccs in defending the Carnatic, againll the 
cneinic': of the Englilli, as well as hts o.an, liad paid, from ihcycar 
to the end of 1773. • I’lgodaF, a Aim exceeding 
';i\tv ^;^IIO^'■ sirtLiNc, into the Company’s cafli -f* The 
Rajali, a.hofe territories laj in the heart of the Carnatic, inAcad of 
fiirnifliing his proportion of the general cxpcncc of defence, affiAcd 
the enemies of thccountr), with inonc) and proa ifions TJic Na- 
bob dcaiatcd, on no oecafion, from hi' engagements to the Com- 
pain J'ulja-ji broke their treaties, difrcgardcd their guarantee, and 
infulted their principal fervants The Nabob is not Icfs different m 
Ills pri\ ate clnraincr, than in his public bclnaiour, from the new’ Aa- 
aoiiritc, V bona the Court of Dirciflors liaae preferred to an old friend, 
i^lahommtd \li v as not onl) dutiful to hi.> father, but aflcdionatc 
to brother', who had rebelled agaiiiA Ins go\ ernment , }ct, whom 
he not oil) j^ardoned, but flill maintains, together with their fami- 
In.', at an cxpcnec, luif'ble to their dignit) Tulja-ji was fufpeded 
of I’-'.inr murdered hr. father, and he aiTluall) cutoff, upon his 
accelhon, •’ h"' been alread) related, ahnoA all his relations The 
firA IS \irtuous in his prnatc life, juA and dignified in his public 
condiicfl *rbe fecond is addieled to almoA eaery mcc, that depraves 
and difgraces human nature , and his public tranfaiRions have been 
uniforml) marked with treaehera and lolly 

Tlic chain of fails, a\nh the arguments, which naturally arofe 
from thofe fads, contained in the preceding pages, and founded 

■' T' f nci-rv utn 1. 1 I sve paiJ inin ihc " The rr t ij well J non n to oihcrs now in 
" Lc'nj- n)' c-rti, 1 I cetliejrar i7jo,3niou-t5 ” hnfl3nd." Nabob to Sir Robert Harland, 
•' 1017,5 (7,193,9661 8 )— J-n. i,lli, 177^. 
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chiefly on the authority of the papers publilhed by the Dire6lors, in 
their ov^n defence^ may be thought fufflcient to decide thejudgment of 
the public But the carrying forward a concife narrative of tranfac- 
tions to the refloration of Tanjore, may not be difagreeable to fome 
readers In the year 1772, the mifmanagements of the Company 
abroad, but chiefly their pecuniary diftrefles at home, reached the 
ears of the nation, and rouzed, in fome degree, the attention of 
government. The matter, when fet afloat in parliament, was tofled 
and tumbled, with all that vehemence and indecifion, which are the 
charafteriftics of numerous aflemblies. A fubjeft rude and wfthout 
form, extenfive in itfelf, and rendered flill more intricate and per- 
plexed, by thofe who dreaded an enquiry, v/as not likely to receive 
much light or benefit, from the defultory examinajiion of men averfe 
to application and labour. Committees were appointed to interrogate 
witnefles, and to examine records Much time was loft, but little 
information gained A bill was, at length, introduced and pafted, 
which v.'as fo much amended in its progrefs, that it fell (hort of its 
objeft. A change made in the go\ernment of Bengal rendered that 
opulent province lefs fubje« 5 t than formerly to the controul of the 
Court of Direflors But the lefs fortunate coaft of Coromandel was 
left as a field for the exercife of their talents, and the exertion of 
their authority 

The principal difcovery made by the Committees, who examined 
the aflFairs of India, was, in all appearance, conveyed to them, by 
fome members of the Court of Diredlors, who were difpleafed, at 
the ftiort duration of their own po\^e^ They reprefented, that the 
mifmanagements abroad arofe chiefly, from that difregard to the or- 
ders fentfrom home, which had been naturally encouraged, by thofe 
fluifluations in men and opinions, which had fprung from a frequent 
choice of Diredlors To give permanency to the power of Dirctftors, 
\,as the only way to fccure the obedience of Prefidencies This fug- 
gcftion V as feizcd with eagernefs, by men averfe to the labour of an 
4 annual 
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annual exertion of influence. Vainly imagining that gratitude was ^ A P. 
a flronger paflTion than fear, they hoped to gam by a favour, perfons i — v - — > 
whom that very favour placed beyond their controul The perma- 
nency fo much recommended and requefled was accordingly given 
^o the Court of Direftors, but, inflead of producing amendment, it which, mtirad 
ferved to confirm, and perpetuate the old fyftem, with all its errors 
and abfurdity. The Court became, at once, independent of Go- 
vernment and the Proprietors. The lattei were, in fadl, reduced to -phe propne- 
inerc cyphers, though they were ftill amufed, with the yearly mockery t°'^c)pher?'^ 
of voting foi fix Diredlors , who had adlually fecured their eledtion, 
by an agreement with the eighteen brethren, whom they had left 
behind the bar, the year before Thus the Diredlors themfelves, like TheDireaorr 
the parliament of Pans, became their own eleflors , whilft an im- 
provident Government and an ill-ufed Proprietary were left fpefla- 
tors of meafurcs, which they could not prevent, and which were too 
troublefome to be reverfed 

The Court feeling their own independence, began to think of the The^-ihinkof 
means of turning it to the heft advantage The law, which had 'nd^penderce 
rendered them perpetual didators, had unluckily deprived them of advantage 
Bengal, their beft and mofl; defircable province On the Coaft, fome 
advantages and much refentment ftili remained A conqueft had Tanjore pro- 
been made of an opulent province, under the aufpices of a governor, ^'nt^'e 
who, having come by accident to the chair, had not, perhaps, of- 
fered the cuftomary to his fuperiors Mahommed All, though 

perfecuted by feriants, had not yet felt the heaiy hand of the maf- 
ters, to corretfl him, for his defcdlion to the ftate The ftate, with Nabobdeh. 
peculiar refpeft to the Company, had delivered the vidtim into their wnmennmo 
hands, but the hurry arifing from a parliamentary enquiry, had In- 
therto prevented the building of the altar, on which the facnfice vias 

The)' prepare 

to be made A new governor for Madras, to officiate as high-pnefl, to a ft 

ctiFcc of the 

at the intended ceremony, i^as flill to be found, and as the viaim 

pieces were to become his perquifites, there uere many candidates for 
the office. 

K k 2 The 
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many years. This faithful Dubadi, having rented lands to a very ^ P 

confiderablc amount from Tnlja-ji"^, lamented the fall of that < -» 

Rajah, vrith all the fmcenty of a grateful tenant In the warmth 
of his zeal, he probably reprefented to his noble friend, the cafe of 
“ that monarch” in a \cry different light, from that eftabhflied, 
by incontrovertible evidence, in the preceding part of this woik. 

To his rcprefcntations of the injuftice of the reduiStion of Tan- Huzealcar- 
jore, Moodoo-Kiftna probably added thofe reports of the cruelties of therc'^onsof 
the Nabob, which were induflnoufly circulated in the beginning of 
1775, Leadenhall-Street It was alleged that Tulja-ji was clofely 


confined in a dungeon at Tanjore, and, at the fame time, that 
he was m irons at Tntchinopoly. Though thefe two ftones could ™ a 

durgeon ac 

not poffibly be true, they were both believed, by fome tender-hearted Tanjore and 

perfons in the India-houfe , if their own allegations deferve any Truchmo'po- 

credit Some feeling clerks in office diflolved into tears, upon 

hearing the melancholy tale ; and even a few Diredlors, at the 

. ^ , _ , _ , . India honfem 

weekly fealt in the London Tavern, were obferved to abftain from 

the delicacies of the Company’s table, when they heard the fad re- fo°r?'b^>am* 

verfe of fallen M^jesti. Lord Pigot himfelf, transferring all his [0^ 

fnendffiip for Pretaupa, to the unfortunate Tulja-ji, refolved to pafs 

immediately to Afia, to favc the life of the devoted Rajah, from 

the dagger of Mahommed Ah That hardened prince, it had been pafsimoAih, 

found by experience, was capable of any injuftice Though he had 

appointed Lord Pigot his agent in England, much of the falary , , 

annexed to the office remained unpaid The Nabob, it feems, had negieaed to- 

fheltered himfelf under the trite maxim, “ that no reward ought 

“ to be given, where no fervice is performed ,” and had confe- 

quently been unpardonably negligent, in his remittances 

Though a majority of the Court of Directors had voted, for an- His Lord- 

other Governor, they were not fo much attached to their former 


Original Paper*, \ol ui. p iza.. 
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choice, as to carry their refentment to any fteady oppofition to the 
meafures propofed, by the noble Lord recommended, by their con- 
ftituents. The party, who had oppofed the nomination of Mr. 
Rumbold, acquired credit and confequently influence, by the dea- 
iion of the Proprietors, in favour of Lord Pigot. The event of the 
contefl; brought to the latter all the advantages, derived from victo- 
ry. A new light fell upon the India-houfe, which laid open at 
one view, to the Directors, all their own negligences and the errors 
of their predecelTors. The obtaining or enjoying a government in 
India, without the fplendour of fome great revolution, was an ob- 
ject beneath the dignity of a noble perfon, who had already made a 
diftinguilhed figure, in the affairs of the Eaft The e\ample of 

another Lord, who had new-modelled the tenure of the Company m 

\ 

Bengal, was an inducement to emulation, though not an objeCt of 
jealoufy The diftrefs of Tulja-ji, and the merits of his father, 
brought the foftei feelings of pity and gratitude to the aid of the 
more flurdy paflion of ambition. 

The Nabob of Arcot, though he had uniformly fulfilled his engage- 
ments to the Company, had, in his attention to friends in the Eaft, 
neglected thofe in the Weft He had befides, been fufticiently hardy 
to have appealed to a Government, who had fuffered a fignal defeat, 
m the conteft, which had given a new governor to Fort St George. 
Thefe reafons, combining themfelves with the wifhes of a fuccefs- 
ful oppofition in the India-Houfe, left Lord Pigot and his party the 
arbiters of the fate of the Carnatic Orders and inftruCbons were 
framed, lefs confiftent with the former conduCl of the Directors, than 
fuitable to their prefent views Thefe views were fo powerful, in 
their effect, that, in the purfuit of them, all regard to matter of faCt, 
as well as tojuftice, was overlooked The orders of the Court of 
Directors, for removing Mr Wynch and appointing Lord Pigot, to- 
gether 
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geiher v, ith the commiflion to the latter, we may fafely affirm, are 
not to be paralleled, in the records of any body of men veiled with 
au'horifs . Ignorance, which by itfelf only merits contempt, af- 
fiimcs, in thofe papers, a prefumptuous form, winch might jullify 
indignation, were the authors worthy of a paffion of any dignity 
In eaer's fentcnce, nay in eiery line, the Directors not only contra- 
diifl mat'^cr of fatfl, but fly in the face of their own records, with a 
total want of caution, which is liable to detedion, and confequently 
mull meet with difgracc, and ought to fulFer punifhment. The fads, 
winch we haic dlablillied, by incontrovertible evidence, m the preced- 
ing pages, are diametrically oppofite to all the allegations contained 
in the orders of April the 12th 1775* If theDiredors willchufe to 
deny this truth, they mull own, that they have impofed spurious 
RECORDS on the world, in the volumes, winch they have publiflied m 
their ow n defence. 

To purfue thefe orders, through all their ma7:es of abfurdity and 
Ignorance, would be a laborious and undignified talk. We lhall, 
however, examine bricHy the moll material, though to anfwer ill- 
founded allegations, may give them a conEquence, which they do 
not delcr\e “ We ha^c been uniform in our orders,” fay the Di- 
redors of 1775, “ prohibiting our fervants from extending the ter- 
“ ntorics of the Company and the Nabob ^ ” But the redudion of 
Tanjore was not extending the Nabob’s territories That country 
was already in the heart of his dominions, defended by his refources 
and arms, fubjed, under certain llipulations, to his go\crnment, 
liable to fall as a foifciture into his hands, upon the difobedience of 
Its Rajah, and in every refped a part of the Carnatic The true 
meaning of former orders, againft enlarging territories, was to cir- 
cumf-nbe the extent of country to be defended, and to limit the ex- 
pence of defence. The redudion of Tanjore, inflead of increafing, 

• RouiX Appecdi'c, No. IX p 145 Paragraph Z/. 
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CHAP, the prefent expence, was providing againft a future wafte. It was 

u.— ' the removing an internal enemy, and the obtaining refources againft 

foreign invaders. Befides, the treaty of 1762 was fuperior, in au- 
thonty, to any orders from the Court of Direftors, could even thefe 
orders be confixued to extend to territories, within the limits and go- 
vernment of the Carnatic. The Rajah had broke that treaty. The 
Company were bound to affift the Nabob. A war was begun, which 
terminated in a conqueft. That conqueft vefted an indefeafible right 
to the territory of Taojore, m the Nabob ; and the Company’s or- 
ders could not affedt that right, without violating the law of nature 
and nations, the guarantee of their fovereign, and the tenure, by 
which they held their own fettlements on the coaft. 


Dircqors 
convifled of a 
nufreprefen- 
tation of fafls 
from their 
oivn records. 


We can by no means allow,” fay the Diredtors, ‘‘ that you were 
“ warranted in recurring to arms, fo long as the king of Tanjore’s 
“ vackeel declared himfelf ready and willing to fettle affairs ’’ 
The Diredlors allude to the expedition of 177 r> of which they 
themfelves had approved in the moft ample and folemn manner -f-. 
They aver, that the Rajah’s vackeel was ready and willing to fettle 
affairs. But it appears, from the papers which they have publifhed, 
in their own defence, “ that the Nabob had opened his demand to 
the Tanjore vackeel. But that the vackeel declared, he had no 
“ powers to accommodate the matter J.” How could the vackeel 
have powers, when his mafter meant nothing lefs, than a reafonable 
accommodation § ? The Direftors havefince owned in their defence, 
thatTulja-ji “ ufed delays, procraftina'tions and evafions, in order to 
“ wafte the time, till the fetting in of, the rains and the rifing of the 
“ monfoon fliould deprive the Nabob and the Englifh of the power 


• Rons’, Appendix, No IX p 146, pnra- 
graph 31 

f Vide public than! 5 to Mr Dn Pre for 
every part of his condufl, dunng Iis gotern- 


ment, -cfpccially for his fuppo ting the rights 
of the Nabob of Arcot Aug 177 - 
J Rous’s Appendix, No. XXII p 726 , 

§ Ibid p 718. 72 
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“ of lUe power of military compulfion, for the feafon ” What are 
we to think of the morality of men, who ad\ance falfehoods for 
fadls ^ what of their knowledge, wlien they are ignorant of the 
\cry records, which they publiHicd in their own defence 

The Dircdors afirm, in their orders for tlie refloration of Tan- 
jorc to the Rajah, that it was, at the icqucjl of the Nabob and Pre- 
tanpa Sing, that the Prefidcncy became guarantees to the treaty of 
1702 -j- But w'C have already Hicv n, that the treaty was forced on 
the Nabob That ^Tr Bigot framed it without his confent That 
he fci7cd the Nabob’s chop, and put it, with his own hand, to the 
paper , and that even Pretaupa Sing w'ould have been glad to fore- 
go the benefit of tliat treaty, could he have retained the money, ex- 
pended in the courfc of the ncgociation § The rcduflion of Tan- 
jorc, fay the intelligent Diredors, was “ a dired violation of the 
‘‘ treaty of 1762, and contrary to our repeated inftrudtions 1| ” 
The firft is an extraordinary pofition m politics, and worthy of the 
wifdom of a bod) , wdio difpofc of kingdoms, with the dalh of a 
pen Why are treaties formed, but to be equally binding on the 
parties ? Had not the Rajah broken that treaty, and forced the gua- 
rantees to take up arms againft him ^ Did not a regular and folemn 
war commence, which ended in another treaty, in which the former 
was not fo much as mentioned ^ Does not war, according to the law 
of nations and the univcrfal confent of mankind, c.vtinguifh all 
prior treaties ^ ^ Can any treaties, cftabhflied before a rupture, re- 
cover their former force, without being named, in the agreement, 
between the contending parties, which terminates the rupture ? 
Would the Diredlors hold it forth, as a maxim, that an agreement 

• The noted orde's of April 12th 1775, t P 127 

fe:m to coiifourd together men end things, § P 128, 

f-afons nnd icars, treaties and agreement*, in 1 | Rous’s Appendtv, No PC p 153 
ore confufed niafs ^ ibid No XXII p 725 

-{■ Rous’s App^ndiv, No IX p 153 
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between a fuperior and his vaffal is binding on the former, and not 
on the latter If neither Pretaupa Sing nor his fon were bound, by 
the treaty of 1762, or amenable to animadverfion, for a breach of 
It, why was the treaty fent to Tanjore, to be confirmed by the figna- 
ture and oath of the Rajah ^ And if the Rajah was not accountable 
for deviating from the treaty, what meaning do the Directors annex 
to the Company’s guarantee, vdho folemnly promifed to affift the party, 
who fhould adhere to the treaty, againft the party failing to adhere ^ ^ 
“ We have determined,” fay the Directors, “ to replace the king 
“ of Tanjore on the thjone of hts ancefors^ upon certain terms and 
“ conditions, for the mutual benefit of himfelf and the Company, 
“ without infringing the rights of Mahmud Ally Khan, Nabob of the 
“ Carnatic f ” This felf-contradiding paragraph muft be feparated, 
to be expofed. But how have the Direflors reftored their mock- 
monarch to his throne ? They infift, that he fhall admit a garnfon of 
their troops, into his capital That he fhall aflign revenues to the 
Company fufficient foi the maintenance of the faid troops, and for 
providing military ftorcs §. That, if the expence of the garnfon 
“ fhall exceed the amount of the revenues fo afligned, then the king 
“ of Tanjore fhall make good the deficiency j[ ” That all repairs of 
fortifications fhall be conducted, by the Company’s engineer, at the 
cxpence That no treaty with foreign powers fhall be con- 
cluded by the hng^ without the concurrence of the Company ‘IF. 
That the number of native guards, ncceffary for fupporting the 
dignity of his Majesty’s government, fhall be fixed by the Go- 
vernor and Council of Fort St George, and not exceeded nor aug- 
mented, by the Amj, on any account or pretence whatever Such 
IS the manner, in which the Eaft India Company rellore a king “ to 

• VideTfcaty Sept zo fi, 1762 (I Ibid 

J O d;- , p-f s No. IX p 15U Ibid p 155. 

1 Ihd «• Ibid 

^ lb d 

“ the 
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the throne of his anceftors They place a military force in his 
capital, make an indefinite demand on his revenues, pieclude him 
from the prerogative of every Sovereign^ to make any treaty, and 
limit the number of guards for his perfon yet thefe very men de- 
clare, in the fame page^i, that no diminution of his authority is 
intended by them The divifion of Poland, which lately aftoniflied 
Europe, was not half fo barefaced a perverfion of the eftablifhed 


CHAP 
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laws of nature and nations, as the pretended reftoration, made by a 
trading fociety, under the eye of a Hate of which they are fubjeds 
The Diredors, in the paragraph juft cited, fay, *' That they had 
“ determmed to replace the King of Taniore on the throne of his 

*■ o j rights of the 

“ anceftors, without infringing the rights of Mahmud Ally Khan, Nabob ’ 
Nabob of the Carnatic.” How often muft we repeat fads, to 


convid fuch men of ignorance, or wilful deception ' It has been 
proved, hy the moft inconteftible evidence, that neithef the Raiah, 

^ J » again con- 

dior his anceftors, poffefled the title, rights, or independence of roy- vifted, by 
alty That the firft of the race was a Maratta plunderer, 
who feized Tanjore, by perfidy, about eighty years ago, and ex- 
pelled the hereditary Naig That Tanjore, before it was feized by 
that Maratta, was fubjed to the Mogul empire. That the Nabob of 
the Carnatic, in vindication of the right of his Sovereign to Tan- 
jore, reduced the fon of the Maratta to a total dependence on the 
NabobChip of Arcot That the tribute of Tanjore was fettled at the 
annual fum of thirty lacks of rupees , and that the Naig of that 
country was fo far from arrogating to himfelf the appellation of 

V 

King, that he, for the firft time, received the title of Rajah, from 
his Sovereign, the Mogul *. 

“ Without infringing the rights of Mahmud Ally ' I"” This ora- 
cular order is worthy of the enlightened Divan of Leadenhall-flreet. 

It reminds us of the anfwer of a late great ftatefman, who, when ^ 


t Rous’s Appendix, No IX v 154 60, 6i,6z 

* Vide pallim «bap 111. p 56,57, 58,59, f Rous’s Appendix, No IX p 154 

L 1 2 confulted 
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confulted by bis Sovereign, on a perilous occafion, recommended’ 
“ vigorous meafures with moderation ” There is a degree of' 
ridicule in making any ferious reply to nonfenfe , but an adherence 
to that maxim, would leave the Court of Eaft India Diredtors un- 
anfwered in all their late literary compofitions. Were not the rights 
ofMahommed Ah infringed, by depriving him of a country, which 
fell under his government, by a regular conqueft, in a folemn, juft 
and neceflary war ^ Was not Tanjore a province of the Mogul em- 
pire, depending and paying tribute to the Nabob of the Cainatici 
long before the Company extended their views beyond the fands of 
Madras ? Was not the Rajah often punifhed, and fometimes deprived, 
when he failed in the performance of his duty, as a vaflal to the 
Nabob of the Carnatic ^ Did not the Company themfelves, in the 
treaty of 1762, acknowledge, in the moft folemn manner, the an- 
aent dependence of Tahjore on the Carnatic, whilft they fettled the 
amount of the future tribute '* Did that treaty comprehend any thing 
relative to Tanjore, except the mere adjuftment of accounts and the 
fettlement of the peifhcufh, to be annually paid by the Rajah ^ Did 
It preclude, or even mention, the acknowledged and undoubted co?z- 
Jliiuttonal tights the Carnatic, to the Rajah’s afliftance, m time of 
war ^ Did the Rajah give that affiftance'* On the contrary, did he not 
aid the enemy of the Carnatic and Englifli with money and provi- 
fions ? Was not a former Court of Direiftors fo fenfible of the Ra- 
jah’b having broken every tie, which bound him to his fuperior, 
that they fent pofitive orders, the 17th of March, 1769, to bring 
him to a fevere account for his condu£t , and to aflift the Nabob 
againft him, in a manner fuitable to thejuflice of his claims, and the 
dignity of his government ? 

Did the Rajah of Tanjore adhere to the treaty of 1762, of which 
the Company were the pledged guarantees ? Did he not, for two 
years, prior to the expedition of 1771, with-hold the ftipulatcd 
2 tnbute ? 
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tribute ? Did he not kindle a war, in the heart of the Carnatic, bv chap 

invading its vafTals and dependents? Did he pay any attention to the 1 

friendly interference of the Prefidency, to prevent a rupture be- 
tween him and the Nabob ? On the contrary, did he not difregard 
the guarantee of the Company, and force their fervants, from felf- 
prefervation, as well as in fupport of the j-ights of the Nabob, to 
take the field ? Did he not make treaties with foreign powers, fend 
bribes to foreign ftates, to invade the territories of his fuperior, after 
a folemn treaty had been fettled between him and the Nabob ? Did 
he not form connexions with other European Companies, alienate 
to them a part of his country, and receive their aid, to fupport him 
againfl; his fuperjor, and the Enghfh Company ? Was not a fecond 
expedition undertaken againfl; his capital, in which the Company’s 
troops were declared, by the Prefidency, to be only auxiliaries ? Did 
' not the Prefidency of Fort St George, under the feal of the Com- 
pany, enter into an eventual agreement, that Tanjore fliould re- 
main in the hands of the Nabob, m cafe of conqueft ? Did not that 
conquefl; take place, and give the Nabob, as principai. m the war^ 
a decifive and inconteftible title to Tanjore ? 

Did not the Nabob fulfil all his ftipulations, relative to Tanjore, 

' catalogoe of 

With the Prefidenc} ? Did he not defray the whole expences of the their aas of 
expedition, pay the captors for their right to the plunder of the ther^'cmu- 
place, advance feten lacks of pagodas, as a prefent to the army ? 

Did he not, upon the reduXion of Tanjore, pay all the Rajah’s 
debts to the Enghfh and others ? Did he not redeem thofe diftriXs 
of the province of Tanjore, which the Rajah had alienated, fold or 
mortgaged to the Dutch at Nagore, to the Danes near Tranquebar, 
and to the French, round their fettlement at Cancal ? Did he not 
enter into regular treaties with thofe three nations, under the fanc- 
tion of the Plenipotentiary of the King of Great Bricam, and the 
Reprefentatives of the Eafl; India Company at Madras ? Was not the 

Nabob 
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Nabob obliged to borrow money, to difcbaige all tbofe engagements, 
.from the inhabitants of Madras, and the country bankers, or fou- 
cais ? Was not the country of Tanjore the Nabob’s right, by a kind 
of purchafe, as well as by forfeiture .and conqueft ? Have, not the 
Company, though only auxiliaries, or rather mercenaries in the war, 
depiived the principaj:. nn that war of his conqueft, ih breach of 
every law, which binds public focieties ? And do a fet of Diredors 
piefurae-to aftirm, in the face of the world, that they have reftored 
Tanjore, “ without infringing the Ri ghts of Mahommed All 

The manner in which this flagrant injuftice was committed, was 
fcarcely lefs barefaced, than the prefumption of defending fuch a 
a breach of the faith of treaties, before an infulted Public. We have 
already fhewn, that -the Court of Diredors, after having the moft 
full and regular information of the motives, which induced the Pre- 
fidency to aflift the Nabob againft the Rajah in 1771, approved of 
that meafure, in the moft ample manner That the fame Court 
had received, on the 26th of March, 1774'!-, three weeks before 
the latter fhips of the feafon failed, intelligence of the taking of 
Tanjore, with the whole materials relative to the expedition, but 
that they remained totally filent. That, in the courfe of thefummer 
1774, they received feveral difpatches relative to the fame fubjed, 
and the fubfequent meafures, which arofe from the fame tranfadion. 
That during the winter of 1774, and for more than two months of 
1775", they obferved the fame myfterious filence, which feemed to 
imply a thorough approbation, at Icaft a tacit confent The truth is, 
the refolution relative to the reftoration of Tanjore, originated in the 
appointment of Lord Pigot to the government of Madras. Though the 
reftoration was the principal motive, which induced his Lordfhip to 
brave the dangers of a long voyage, and the difeafes of a hot cli- 

• Mr Du Pre s Vindication, lalt page 136+. 1366 

f Rous’s Appendix, No. XXVIl. p. 1361, 

mate, 
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mnlc, at an ad\anccd period of life, the meafure was fo strong, 
that he proceeded with cvtrcinc caution Ha%Mng opened his mind 
to the Clnirman and Deput) -chairman, men of diftinguifhed Public 
ViivTUE, he awakened the feelings of humanity, for decayed 
M .Tf'iTi, in their fs mpathciic bofoms But, notwithftanding this 
thaw m the breaft'^ of the two leaders, it was ftill feared, that fome 
more hardened DireQors, would rc\olt at an abfolute reftoration. 
It was, therefore, only propofed, at firfi;, to intercede with the Na- 
bob, for the aflignmcnt of a proper allowance, for the maintenance 
of (he llajih, and a guard for the fccunty of his perfon 

Had his Lordfliip, and bis tw o tender-hearted profeh tes, flopped here, 
who would not appro\e, who would not applaud the meafure ^ The 
Nalrob has alwa^ s been, he fltll continues, w illing to grant a Jaghire, a 
place of rcfidcncc to the Rajah, an allowance for a guard to proteT his 
pcrion ortogratifa his vanity When the country was in the pofleffioa 
of his fupcrior, Tulja-ji w as not only treated w’lth humanity, but with an 
almofl unbounded gcncrofity, w Inch w as denied nothing but thepower 
of doing harm He remained within Ins palace, which was furround- 
cd With gardens of plcafure, more than a mile in circumference, with 
his family, women, relations, and friends. Not a perfon belonging 
to the Nabob ever entered the gates, not one belonging to the Rajah 
was ever refufed admittance. The foldiers, who mounted guard 
without, were inflruQcd to behave themfehes as his fervants, with- 
in there was a perpetual fccne of fcduity and joy, dancing, piping, 
and ever) dcmonftration of happincfs. No fuins w'ere refufed to ad- 
minifler to the plcafurcs of the Rajah, none to fatisfy his moll e c- 
traiagant follies Freed from the weight of agoiernment, which 
had been too heavy for the weak fhoulders of a mm devoted to vice 
and debauchery, he refigned himfelf to thofc intemperate pleafures, 
which had been d llurbcd before by his ungovernable ambition and 

unbridled 
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unbridled folly His ftate and dignity are inviolably preferred,” 

fays the Nabob to Sir Robert Harland -j-, “ he is, in his orrn palace* 
“ among his women and his family, he drinks and wears what he 
“ pleafes , his donations to Fackeers are furniflied, as ufual * he 
“ feems fenfible ofhis happinefs; and both the Rajah and his mo- 
“ ther have written to me very thankful letters on the fubjeft ij; ” 

But 


* All thefe particalars are well knoiin, and, 
ifnece/Tar^, will be attel’ed, by feveral Enghfh 
gentlemen, «ho refidedat the time in Tanjore 
-f- Letter, January 15, 1774 
X Ibid 

Extras of a Lettsr from the Nahcb to Sir Ro- 
bert Harlanii, Jan 15,1774. 

“ Eier Cnee that time (the capture of Tan- 
jore), I have treated the Rzjah and his fa- 
“ mily, with every mark of refpedl and at- 
“ tention His Cate and dignity haie been 
“ inijolablj preferved He lives in his own 
“ palace, amongC his women, and in the 
“ midft of his family He dr nks and wears 
“ what he pleafes , even his donations to Pac 
“ 1 - eers are furnilhed as nfual He icems fen- 
“ fible of his happinefs , and both the Rajah 
and his mother haie written to me, very 
“ thankful arzdaflits on the fobj-Q In Fhort, 
“ he finds ro alteration in his prefent fituauon, 
•' from what it ufed to be ” 
frarjlation cf an Arxdajht from the Mother of 
the Rajah of ’Tanjore, receinjtd \()tb Rytbb 
1 187 Hegira, or 'jtb OSober 1773 
Although your Highiiefs has, from the be- 
ginning, fhev ed kindnefs to the Rajah , yet, 
without the leak forethought, he h.s giien car 
to theadiice offome fervants, and has failed to 
adt conformably to your Highnefs s pleafnre, 
and fo ha' become guilty of a great fault , hence 
his afiairs were thrown in'o confufion, and he 
now labours under bad confequences At 
length jour Highnefs fhewed faiourtous by 
fending a Ic ter to Madaar nl Mu'k Bahaodre, 
who explained the whole contents to os, word 
by woid, V herein you v ere pleafed to fignify 
tour kindnefs and regard in granting protcftion 
to us I want words to exprefs the fcafe of 


my gratitnde Be p'eafed to continue to us 
that friendfliip jou was fo good to ihcw us for- 
merly We lhall rely henceforth on your 
Highnefs for fupport I confign my fon to 
your Highnefs, ray hononr is in jour High* 
nefs’s hands, grant ns jonr protedlion 

Tranjlattch cf an Arxdajht faom Tclagazee, re- 
eerved tgtb Rajibb 1 167 Hegtra, or "jib Oc- 
tober ly 7^ 

Your Highnefs has, from the beginning 
Fhewed kindnefs towards me, ard on my part, 
as a means to increafe jonr favour, I was hear- 
tily difpofed to adl agreeabJj' to your pleafnre, 
bnt foroeof my fervants, by many fpecious rea- 
fons to which I gave car, prevailed upon me to 
aft in a different manner, and fo became guilty 
of a great fanlt, the confequences of which I 
now fed Your Highnefs, in confideration of 
the friendlhip which fubfiCed between jon and 
the deceafed Mtha Rajah, h?s been pleaffd to 
pardon my fault, and to fend a letter to Nabob 
Madaur ul Mnik Bahauder, the contents of 
which he explained to me word by word, m 
which letter you have been pleafed to Cgnify 
very particularly your intention toprotefl me at 
all events, which did me great honour It 15 
now my refolution to a£l m every refpeft con- 
formably to jour HighneC's pleafure, that I 
may ment an increafe of your favour from ypu 
day by day , j our HigbneFs is more dear to me 
m my cCcem than the deceafed Maba Rajah 
was, for jonr Highnefs has manifefled a greater 
dcgiee of 1 indnefs than he ever did When 
children are in fault, their parents Fhould for- 
give them, and reCore them to favour, my ho- 
nour, and every thing that is dear to me arc in 
jour Highnef-’s bands 


Tranfahon 
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But no cnablifhmcnt, no jaghirc, no guards could enable Tulja-ji 
to gratify the humanity of old friends, or to gam the favour of 
new. Befides the paltry fum of 400,000 1. proraifed as a prefent by 
the Nabob, was too fmall an acknowledgment to the 'Honourable 
Company, whofe troops had ferved him as auviliarics in the 1 educ- 
tion of Tanjore. The Prefidency, with a negligence not to be par- 
doned, had rchnqui/hed the conqueft to the principal m the war. 
The troops had received prize-money to a large amount, the civil 
fervants had not probably been nnconcerncd fpedfators of the feene 
but their worthy mafters at home, had been entirely forgot. The 
fecunty, which the removal of an opulent enemy from the heart of 
the Carnatic, was likely to procure for that country, would render 
the COAST an unprofitable field, for the exertion of the talents of 
the friends and relations of the Direftors. Trade had been long 
dead j and fhould emulation and war between princes, be alfo de- 
flroyed, writers and even governors might quit their polls. The 
_Carnatic was the onlyfpot left by the Icgiflature to the management 
of the leaders of the Company, and as the foil is poor, it mufb 
be cultivated^ to yield any thing of a good harvefl. An irritated 


7 * rarjlatitn cf a Lttttr frert Makmr-e^ 

Ca-iK, datti \J} Jur-naudalctrjitll llKg 
Htgira, rtcu’vtd cn (hr ^tb, 

1 ha\e rccened the fatourofjoarHighneri’s 
gracious letter dated the 39th RabbaCaunej, 
herein jour Highnefs is plcafed to mention, 
that jour cn mies report that the R'jih Tul- 
jagee and hu wife killed themfehes, and that 
I fhould particularly inform jour Highncfs of 
the prefent fituation of the Rajah, and all Ins 
familj 

I am adoniflicd at nhat jour Highncfs men- 
tions This 11017 made by people who 
wanted fomething to talk about, and dillurbers 
invent lies; no fuch thing has happened in ihe 
Rajah’s familj fincc the reduRion of Tanjore, 
to give rife to anj fuch report as dillurbers hase 
propagated however, bjr the bleffing of God 
^s and jour Highnefs’s favour, the Rajah, his 


mother, his father’s other widow, his own two 
wises, his younger brother, his daughter and 
his fon, svere all in good health and fpirits, be- 
fides his relations, flaics both men and woiren, 
and his attendants, who arc in houfe, aie all 
sery well Of all the people who have been 
from the beginning in the Rajah’s houfe, iheic 
has but one died, who was a lelatioi, and 
above eightj jears old, he was carried off four 
or fisc months ago, by a tedious ficknefs This 
1 informed jour Highncfs of at the time it hap- 
pened, all the other people are in good health 
and fpirits, and Tuljagee often eapreffes hts 
thanks to jour Htghnefs, and hts facisfaflion in 
his manner of Its ing The Ciicar people who are 
at his gates, afl entirely as his lersants, except 
in taking care of the gates according to my 
order. 

rl m 
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Nabob, and a reflored W5«;rir^, bad a chance of creating an auclion 
for favour, which might be turned to a good account Befides, it v. as 
but equitable, at any rate, that as the State had got a Kahh on the 
Coafl, the Company fhould ha\e a A'/rg- to keep up ‘ the balance 
of power " 


Tlicfc- 
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Tlicfc public-fpintccl motives, joined to that humane fympathy 
for fallen Majesty, ^^hlch fuch good fulijeds, as the Diredtors 
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have always felt, wrought gradually a change in the moft obdurate 
Members of the Court. The orders, which we have partly exa- 
mined, were penned by a ready fcrlbe, a clerk m the India-Houfe, 
under the infpedion of Lord Pigot. But notwithftanding the 


Prince with the pay and maintenance of tbofe 
very troops whom they had employed m de- 
priving him of his dominions Opprefled and 
borne down by fa many calamities, his Durbar 
became a fccne of mifcry and dillrcfi. His 
army, having large arrears due to them, muti- 
nied and furrounded his palace. His own life 
and the lives of his family were in danger. 
And nothing was to be heard, m every quarter, 
but the threats of a tumultuous foldiery, 
mingled with the clamours of creditors whom 
he could not falisfy, and the cries of fubjeas 
whom he could not relieve 

On the other hand, we fee the Rajah, a man, 
who, fo far from having ever rendered any fer- 
vice to this country, has always proved its moft 
determined and inveterate enemy , a man, who 
has long enjoyed, in the interior parts of the 
Carnatic, a perfea fecurity derived from thofe 
wars which have ruined his fupenor, and in 
which much of ihe blood of Britain has been 
filed , a man, who never had an Englifli gar- 
rifon m any of his fmts, who paid not a Ihil- 
ling towards our expences, and in whofe good 
or bad fortune England has not an lutereft, 
and yet this very man, this Rajah, has been 
chenfiied by the Company’s fa\our, exalted by 
their power, and now triumphs m the fpoils of 
Ins lawful mailer and fupenor. 

Such are the outlines of the mcafurcs which 
the Company have adopted, and of the confe- 
qqenccs which have enfued . and fuch is a faint 
Ikctch of the merits and prctenfions of two men 
whom they have thought proper to treat in fo 
^ cry difftrenc a manner Can we behold fuch a 
flrikmg contrail of charaaers and fo^uncs, with- 
out equal wonder and refentmen. ? Can wc think 
on the authors of fo much ui deferved mjuftice 
rvn the one hand, and ill placed favour on the 
other, without an equal mixture of indignation 
and contempt? Or can we polEbly gne any 


but one reafon for a condudl fo diametrically 
oppolite to every principle of policy and vir. 
tiic ? 

But the evil will cure itfelf The Nabob’s 
creditors for fo imroenfe a fum, feel their own 
diftrefs, and know who are its authors The 
cfFefls of their diftrefs extend, with their con- 
nexions, to almoft every corner of Great Bri- 
tain They ard entitled to redrefs , and it is the 
opinion of the bell lawyers, that they can force 
It from the contrivers and managers of ihe or- 
ders for rcftoring Tanjore 

From a moment’s furvey of the genuine ftate 
of faCls we have here given, it will be eafy to 
determine, on whofe fide remained the power 
of procuring an unjuft influence in tlie Eaft, 
that of the Nabob or the Rajah Bnt, if future 
proofs are wanted, they may be found, perhaps. 
In the zeal and amazing exertions which the 
Rajah’s •vtriuet have been able to create for 
him, m referve, m this country while the 
caufe of the Nabob, who has made die fortunes 
of thoufands, both in his fervice and by his 
generofity, has hardly an advocate to ftand up 
in his defence. 

We will not, however, anticipate this fub- 
jeS , but hope that juflicC will be effedlu.Ily 
rendered to the Nabob, that his creditors may 
be fecured , and even that the Rajah himfclf, in- 
ftcad orhisprcfentmock royalty, may be placed 
on fuch an ellabliftiroent of fecurity, as may be 
moft fuitcd to his real happmefs In n word, 
wc wifh he may find the deputies of the India 
Company, m whofe hands he now is, as faithful 
guardians of his life and honour, as he found 
that very Nabob, againft whom he has been 
made to complain, but who, dunng his power 
over him, contrary to the cuftom of the Lift, 
faved not only his life, but left him undifturbed 
in his palace, with the moft ample allowances 
for his fupport. 


ftrength 
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^ more myfterious, and of courfe lefs fuitable to their common' 

' principles. They began as guarantees, remonhrated as advifers, 

aided as allies, fought and conquered as auKiliaries. In the courfe 
of a few years they affeded to relent, and with peculiar feeling, 
knowledge, and propriety, reftored, as principals, what they 
, and their fervants had been paid for reducing as mercenaries 
T heir , Where was the black chronicle of Indian devaftations when the 

'Virtue liad va- 
rious o[jpor. Honourable Court began to relent ^ Had they, in the hour of 

tnnitie<; to 

be exeicifed affedted fympathy, thrown their eyes on the melancholy hiftory of 
the Company’s ambition, they might find many adls more worthy 
of being redrefled than the redudtion of Tanjore, adls committed by 
their fervants, not executed by their own orders.- From the 
hanks of the Nirbidda, where the unfiirtuiiate Nabob of Broach 
commenced his alliance and ruin under their aufpices fiom the 
Cnftna to the mouths of the Ganges, a field fruitful in the silent 
change and deftrudion of Rajahs , from the mouths of the Ganges 
to Its, fource, a tradl marked with the blood and wreck of Nabobs and 
Rajahs , and blackened with the moft horrid treachery to the un- 
foitunate Emperor, whofe fervants they profefs themfelves In 
all that extenfive feene of defolation, was there no objedt that called 
for redrefb, no Prince worthy of being refiored, but the Rajah of 
Tanjore, whom, for his own perfidy, they themfelves had 
ordered to be chaftifed? Perhaps not — wheie the Company adl a 


Their real 
mjcivc*= 


part, death generally clofes the feene ' 

But to do juftice to the Court of Diredtors, let it be fuppofed for a 
moment, that all the Nabobs, Rajahs, and Princes, over whofe 
dominions the hand of ambitious rapacity has palled, are ftill alive. 
That the Nabob of Broach had an early claim upon the fnendflnp 
of any gentleman, or, if the Diredtors are fond of a title, any 
NOBLEMAN, appointed to the government of Bombay That fuch 
gentleman or fuch nobleman had received a letter from India, 
2 defcnbing 
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tlcfcnbing the fitintion of the Nabob, cxprcfTing, at the fame time, ^ 

his remembrance of jnft fa\ours and afluranccs of future gratitude ' 

Let It alfo be fuppofed, tint the deprived Raiahs and Zemindars of 
the northern Circars had fimilar claims on gentlemen, about to be 
font from Lcadenlnll-Rrcct to be Chiefs m thefe proainccs That 
the JaFFiERS, the Sings, the Cossims, the Shaw Allums, 
along the banks of all the branches of the Gmges, had pretenfiorrs 
to the faaour and hopes from the fupport of fome old friends 
preparing to embark for India as Goaernors in or near their 
rcfpcAue countries In fuch an intelligible fituation, v,ho could 
doubt the rclcntings of the leaders among the Direftors, or the 
RESTORING influence of the India-Houfe cabinet^ Who could 
fufpc£l their integrity, or -nho refufe his applaufc to their public 

\ IRTUF ? 

Should It unfortunately happen, that the restoring Chief, or Relative to 
Goaernor, fhould throw difcredit on that public airtue, by his capri- pial'red^**’' 
Clou'S, Molcnt, and arbitrar)^ conduft upon his arrival at the feene 
of a£lion That c\cr)' condition that could be alkcd, for the in- 
terefl of the Company and honour of the nation is rejected That 
no confideration of public inconvenience, none of private diflrefs can 
either foften his mind, or fufpend his refolution That the molt 
ample fccurity and provifion, for the party supposed to be injured, 
is rejected That nothing but rc\olution itfelf, with every conco- 
mitant influence of terror, can fatisfy this umpire of the fate of 
States and Princes That, to complete the objedt of his million, a 
fandion, under every denunciation of ^engeance, is to be extorted, 
under the feal of the party aggrieved In that cafe, the mofl; igno- 
rant fpedator can underhand the piece, and enter into the conduct 
of the author, the managers, and the aiflors, in all the liaifcu des 
fcercs, from the firft idea of the plot to the cataftrophe 
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POSTSCRIPT. 

U PON a curfor}’ rc.\ie\\ of the preceding work, the Author perceives 
fome errors in diftion and miftakcs in dates He is lefs folicitous to 
corredl the firtV, than he is to remove the fecond , as a fcrupulous adherence 
to truth has been more his objeifl than elegance of language. Some 
fafts have been alfo forgot, and one paper was omitted, in the hurry of 
printing, which is here fubjoined 

In page 159, Mr. Du Pre is mentioned .is Governor of Fort Sc George, 
when a peace was concluded with Hjder Ali, on the 3d of April 1769 
But Mr Du Pre was neither in the chair, when the war was ended, nor on 
the COAST V hen it began Mr Bourchier was PrcCdent, dunng that 
period, and to that gentleman properly belongs either the glory or the 
cenfure, which the Public may chufe to annex to the Myfore w'ar 
In page 151, there is a millakc relative to Bengalore, which w'as not 
taken, as is there menuoned, by Nizam All and the Company’s troops. 
The Author w'as led into thefe and, perhaps, fome other immaterial errors, 
b} the contradiftor}’ records of the Company, as well as by the enormous 
load of pnvate papers, which lay before him, when he was wntmg this 
volume 

In pages 68, 69, and 70, the reader is requefted to fupply the narrative 
of the war in 1749, againft Tanjore, with the following very material 
Letter from Admiral Boscawen, to Anwar-ul-dien, the father of the 
prefent Nabob. 

Admiral Boscawen to Anwar-ul-dien, Nabob of the 

Carnatic, ^c. 

TRANSLATION. 

“SIR, 

“ Q I N C E you have employed your troops in aflifting Governor Morfe 
“ at Madras, and fent jour fon Mahommed Ah Cawn, with a well 
“ appointed army, to the affiftance of Governor John Hind, andpreferved 

N n “ Fort 
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“ Fort St. David from deftruflion, and, during the fiege of Pondicherry, 
“ fupplied the Englifh army with provifions, coolies and all ncceflary ftores, 
“ and fent an army under the command of Abdul Gelled Cawn , and your- 
“ felf encamped with your v/hole army near Gingec, by which means you 
“ laid the King, the Englifh nation and the Company under the higheft 
“ obligations. The Englifh nation, on the part of ms Majesty, will 
“ ever return thofe obligations, by affording your Excellency and your 
“ family the like affiflance. 

In gratitude, for thefc favours, it is our duty to render every fcrvice to 
your Excellency. Pertaub Sing* is an usurper of the country o/Tau- 
“ JORE, and your subject, as Tanjorc is dependent on the Carnatic. At 
“ your requefl we will fend our army with you to reduce Tanjore under 
“ your government, or if you think proper to appoint Gattc a r*{-, dc- 
“ feended from a good family, to be your rcprefentative there. Pertaub 
Sing has not the fiadenv of rtgbt to that country, and if you will be 
“ pleafed to make over Devicotah to the Company, they v/ill with grati- 
tude accept it. I will difpatch two fliips with warlike ftores to that 
‘‘ place, and Governor Floyer will difpatch an armament by land.’’ 


• Pretaupa Sing. 

-f Gatllca, who waj murdered in 1764, by Tulja-jl, the prefent Rajah, p. 146. 




